






Subj: GUIDANCE FOR THE U.S. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
OSV CHEMICAL CODE 

16711 
CG-ENG 
Policy Letter 03-23 
November 20, 2023 

6. DISCLAIMER. This policy is neither a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is it
itself a rule. It is neither intended to nor does it impose legally binding requirements on any
party. It represents the Coast Guard's current position on this topic and may assist industry,
mariners, the public, and the Coast Guard, as well as other federal and state regulators, in
applying statutory and regulatory requirements. Alternative approaches for complying with
these requirements may be considered. Information should be made available to
Commandant (CG-ENG) to show that the approach satisfies the requirements of the
applicable statutes and regulations.

7. CHANGES. This policy letter will be posted on the web at CG-ENG Policy (uscg.mil)
(https://www.dco.uscg.mil/ENG/Policy). Changes to this policy will be issued as necessary.
Suggestions for improvements of this policy should be submitted via email to
hazmatstandards@uscg.mil or in writing to Commandant (CG-ENG-5).

# 

Enclosures: (1) Determination of NLS Carriage on an OSV
(2) Procedures for Self-Classification of Contaminated Backloads in accordance
with Chapter 16 of the 2018 edition of the 2018 OSV Chemical Code.

Distribution: HQ Offices 
All Area/District (p )(r)( cc) 
All Sectors/MSUs/MSDs (p)(r)(cc) 
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Enclosure (1): Determination of NLS Carriage on an OSV 
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Known Product/Cargo 

Code of Federal 
Regulations 

CG-ENG Policy Letter 
03-12, CH-1 

OSV Chemical Code 
Policy Letter 

500 GRT 
or 6,000 GT ITC 

or more? 

Yes No 

Substantial 
compliance with OSV 

Chem Code? 

Voluntary 
compliance with 

A.673(16)? 

No 

Yes Yes No 

46 CFR 
125.125 

46 CFR 
125.120 

Listed in Table 2 
of 46 CFR 153? 

Follow 
CFR 

CG-ENG 
letter 

Yes No 

Compliance with 
03-12, CH-1? 

Yes 

Follow 
Policy Ltr 

Gap 
anlysis 

Yes No 

Novel Product/Cargo for 
CG-ENG Classification 

Perform mixture 
calculation 

Listed in 
Appx 1 or 46 CFR 

153 Table 1? 

ST3 and non-toxic? 

Yes No 

No 

Follow 
OSV 
Chem 
Code 

Policy Ltr 

Follow 
CFR or 

Policy Ltr 
03-12, 
CH-1 

Policy Letter 03-12, 
CH-1 not applicable 

Follow approval letter 
from CG-ENG 

2(30). 
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Enclosure (2): Procedures for Self-Classification of Contaminated Backloads in accordance with 
Chapter 16 of the 2018 edition of the 2018 OSV Chemical Code. 

Initial Application Owners of applicable vessels must apply, in writing to COMDT (CG-ENG), for 
consideration to utilize self-classification procedures. This correspondence must 
detail the requested vessel(s) and shall include written proposed procedures for 
complying with Chapter 16 of the 2018 edition of the OSV Chemical Code (the 

. Special consideration should be given to the ability to obtain, analyze, 
and document information required by Chapter 16 of the OSV Chemical Code. 

Evaluation Period Upon approval of the Initial Application and for the following six (6) months 
thereafter, vessel owner/operators should submit in writing all documentation 
detailed in 16.3 of the Code to COMDT (CG-ENG), along with the 

, prior to 
conducting the backload operation. 

COMDT (CG-
concurrence/non-concurrence no later than seven (7) days following the receipt of 
required documentation. Ideally, four to six, but no less than three backload 
classifications will be reviewed by COMDT (CG-ENG) per vessel during this 
period. 

The local OCMI will be copied on all correspondence and maintains the discretion 
to verify that carriage requirements have been met. 

Audit Period Following the conclusion of the evaluation period, COMDT (CG-ENG) will 
determine, in writing, whether the Evaluation Period may be extended or 
concluded. 

At the successful conclusion of the Evaluation Period, owner/operators may utilize 
the procedures of Chapter 16 of the Code without further review by COMDT, and 
a letter documenting the successful conclusion of the evaluation period will be 
issued by COMDT (CG-ENG). All further instances of self-classification should 
be appropriately logged, and the documentation required by Chapter 16 of the 
Code should be maintained for at least one year following the operation. 

COMDT (CG-ENG) and the local OCMI may audit the vessel records to ensure 
compliance with Chapter 16 of the Code. Substantial non-compliance with the 
provisions of Chapter 16 of the Code may result in classification of contaminated 
backloads by COMDT in place of the applicant. 

All correspondence may be sent electronically to hazmatstandards@uscg.mil. 
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