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(b) 46 CFR 199.190(h) sse
(c) COMDTINST M16714.3E (Equipment Lists) z LS S

1. A recently published final rule on inflatable liferafts (62 FR 25325, May 9, 1997) eliminated
the necessity for a marine inspector to attend every liferaft servicing. However, references (a)
and (b) require each hydrostatic release unit (other than the "disposable” type) to be periodically
serviced and tested in the presence of a marine inspector. This obviously conflicts with the intent
of the final rule; i.e., to streamline the liferaft inspection process and provide for more effective

use of Coast Guard inspection resources. To relieve this conflict, the following policy is w
effective immediately for hydrostatic release units which undergo required periodic testing at
approved liferaft servicing facilities.

2. Marine inspectors need only witness the testing. and stamp the inspection tag. of hvdrostatic
release units which are tested concurrently with a liferaft servicing attended by an inspector. The
practical effect of this policy is that testing of hydrostatic release units will be witnessed on the
same "spot check” basis as liferaft servicing under the new liferaft rules. For testing of those
hydrostatic release units not witnessed by a marine inspector, the OCMI should advise the facility
performing the test to stamp its 3-digit facility identification code in lieu of the MIO
identification letters and "USCG" required by reference (a). Facility codes may be found on all
recent liferaft servicing facility approval letters, and in reference (c).

3. This policy letter will be canceled upon completion of a future rulemaking project to update 46
CFR 160.062.
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