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202-426-!464

NAVIGATION AND VESSEL INSPECTION CIRCULAR NO. 8•81 
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.2 7 JUL 1981 

Subj: Initial and Subsequent Inspection of Unc:ertlficated Existing 
Offshore Supply Vessels Under P,L, 96·378 

1. PURPOSE, This Circular establishes procedures for the Issuance of Certificates
of Inspection to existing offshore supply vessels, as defined by the Act of
October 6, 1980, P,L. 96·378, Section 1, 94 Stat, 1513, (46 USC 404•1), herein•
after Section 4426a of the Revised Statutes that were not previously Inspected.
Section 4426a states that:

a. An offshore suppl y ve?se1 ts a vessel that=

(1) Is propelled by machinery other than steam,

(2) is not within the description of passenger carrying vessels in
Section I of the Act of May 10, 1956 (70 Stat, 151), as amended
(46 USC 390),

(3) is.of more than fifteen and less than five hundred gross tons, and

(4) regularly carries goods, supplies, or equipment In support of explora•
tion, exploitation, or production of offshore mineral or energy resources.

b, An existing offshore supply vessel Is one that was operating as such on or 
before January 1, 1979, or that, If not in service of eny kind on or before 
that date, was contracted for·on or before that date and entered service as 
such before 6 October 1980, 

c. A new offshore supply vessel 1. one that Is not mn existing offshore
supply vessel.

2, �ACKGROUND. On 6 October 1980, the President of the United States signed Into 
law P,L. 96-378, The law provides for the lnspectfon and certification of all 
offshore supply vessels within the above definition. Uneertificated existing 
offshore Si'?ply vessels are to be Inspected and certificated in accordance 
with 46 CFR Subchapter I and the provisions of this Clreulu. The Cireul;;r 
tak,,s into account the method of operation and the service of these vessels, 
0 cov';,ions have been made In the J.,;,,, to facilitate asslmlla·t!.on into the 
!ns�"cted fleet of most existing offshore supply vessels which are not currently
certificated to be in compliance with the Inspection laws �nd regulations,
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