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1.  Purpose:  This change to Marine Technical Note (MTN) 01-05 is administrative in nature and 

updates changes reflected in the current Coast Guard Headquarters organization.  This technical 

note establishes a process by which the Coast Guard will consider requests to keep one or more 

watertight doors open during navigation for passenger vessels subject to SOLAS.  In accordance 

with enclosure (1), Commandant (CG-543), via the cognizant Officer in Charge, Marine 

Inspection (OCMI), evaluates requests to keep one or more watertight doors open during 

navigation.  In support of CG-543, the Marine Safety Center (MSC) will analyze whether leaving 

the door(s) open will degrade the vessel's survivability after damage.  Enclosure (1) describes the 

process submitters should use to analyze this impact and outlines the documentation required for a 

complete assessment.   

 

2. Applicability:  This technical note applies to U. S. passenger vessels regulated under SOLAS 

that are not designed to a one-compartment standard of subdivision. The calculations associated 

with this technical note do not replace or substitute the damage stability calculations required to 

demonstrate compliance with SOLAS Chapter II-1/Part B and B-1. 

 

3. Action:  After Commandant (CG-543) has determined that keeping the watertight door(s) open 

is necessary in accordance with SOLAS II-1/15.9.3, the MSC will independently verify the plans 

and calculations submitted and notify Commandant of the conclusions from that review.  Final 

approval to operate with open watertight door(s) is subject to operational testing and local 

restrictions by the OCMI. 

 

4. Disclaimer:  While the guidance contained in this document may assist the industry, the public, 

the Coast Guard, and other Federal and State agencies in applying statutory and regulatory 

requirements, this guidance is not a substitute for the applicable legal requirements, nor is it in 

itself a regulation.  It is not intended to, nor does it impose legally binding requirements on any 

party, including the Coast Guard, other Federal agencies, the States, or the regulated community. 

 

 

 

P. E. LITTLE 

 

Encl: (1) MSE Policy Letter No. 05-01 “Policy for determining adequate survivability associated 

with watertight doors permitted to remain open during navigation per SOLAS II-

1/15.9.3”, dated April 8, 2005 

 

Copy:  Commandant (CG-521), Office of Design and Engineering Standards 

Commandant (CG-543), Office of Vessel Activities 
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