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Choose the best answer to the following Multiple-Choice questions. 
 
1. Which of the following is a rope ladder with wooden rungs? 

A. A life ladder 
B. A Jacob's ladder 
C. A drop ladder 
D. A jury ladder 

Correct answer: B 

2. You are preparing to slush a stay on your vessel by lowering yourself down the stay in a bosun's chair. The 
proper way to do this is to ride down the stay on a riding shackle in which configuration? 

A. With the pin of the shackle riding on the stay 
B. With the pin of the shackle through the chair's bridle eye 
C. With a hook attaching the chair to the riding shackle 
D. Connected to a second shackle on the chair 

Correct answer: B 

3. A nylon line is rated at 15,000 lbs. breaking strain. Using a safety factor of 5, what is the safe working load 
(SWL)? 

A. 3,000 lbs. 
B. 5,000 lbs. 
C. 15,000 lbs. 
D. 65,000 lbs. 

Correct answer: A 

4. When improperly tied, which knot shown in illustration D030DG below is called a granny or thief's knot? 

A. F 
B. M 
C. R 
D. W 

Correct answer: D 

5. Which knot is used to attach two different sized lines together? 

A. Square knot 
B. Thief knot 
C. Sheet bend 
D. Granny knot 

Correct answer: C 

Page 2 of 13 
Q347 Deck General

8/19/2025



Q347 Deck General  
U.S.C.G. Merchant Marine Exam  
Master Less than 100 Gross Registered Tons  
Illustrations: 3 
 
6. A change of a documented vessel's name can only be made by which organization? 

A. Coast Guard 
B. American Bureau of Shipping 
C. Treasury Department 
D. Commissioner of Customs 

Correct answer: A 

7. Firefighting equipment requirements for a particular vessel may be found on which document? 

A. Certificate of Inspection 
B. Certificate of Registry 
C. Certificate of Seaworthiness 
D. Classification Certificate 

Correct answer: A 

8. Which space(s) is(are) deducted from gross tonnage to derive net tonnage? 

A. Galley fitted with range or oven 
B. Boatswain's stores 
C. Passenger spaces 
D. Open structures 

Correct answer: B 

9. The definition of "partially protected waters", as used in the Regulations does not include which choice? 

A. Sheltered waters presenting no special hazard 
B. Harbors, lakes and similar waters determined by the OCMI to be protected waters 
C. Waters within 20 nautical miles from the mouth of a harbor of safe refuge 
D. The Great Lakes during the summer season 

Correct answer: A 

10. A Certificate of Inspection for vessels of less than 100 gross tons carrying more than twelve passengers on an 
international voyage will be issued for a period of which duration? (small passenger vessel regulations) 

A. Four years 
B. Three years 
C. Two years 
D. One year 

Correct answer: D 

11. Paint and oil lockers on small passenger vessels must be constructed of or lined with which material? 

A. Fiberglass 
B. Sheetrock, asbestos, or other material that retards the spread of fire 
C. Marine plywood 
D. Steel or equivalent material 

Correct answer: D 
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12. Which is TRUE concerning fixed ballast, on small passenger vessels? 

A. Moved under any condition except extreme emergency 
B. Discharged or moved at any time 
C. Moved temporarily for examination or repair of the vessel, when done under the supervision of an 

inspector 
D. Only moved under the supervision of the owner, Master or shipyard 

Correct answer: C 

13. When must a small passenger vessel of not more than 65 feet in length have a collision bulkhead? 

A. When operates on exposed waters 
B. If it carries more than 49 passengers 
C. If it is more than 40 feet in length and operates on partially exposed waters 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: D 

14. What do the small passenger vessel regulations require when installing a hydraulic accumulator or other 
unfired pressure vessel? 

A. It be operated at one- and one-half times normal operating pressure for ten minutes. 
B. It be installed to the satisfaction of the cognizant OCMI 
C. Safety and/or relief valves settings be checked at two- and one-half times normal operating pressures. 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: B 

15. On small passenger vessels which is TRUE concerning all connections to electrical conductors? 

A. Connections must be inspected annually by the Coast Guard 
B. Connections must be made within enclosures 
C. Connections must be served and parceled with the lay 
D. Connections must be installed only by a licensed marine electrician 

Correct answer: B 

16. Which fuel cannot be used for cooking on vessels carrying passengers for hire? (small passenger vessel 
regulations) 

A. Kerosene 
B. Wood 
C. Coal 
D. Gasoline 

Correct answer: D 

17. What must be mounted at a small passenger vessel's operating station for use by the Master and crew? 

A. A tide table for the area 
B. Emergency Instructions 
C. The location of the first aid kit 
D. Instructions on artificial respiration 

Correct answer: B 
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18. The Federal Water Pollution Control Act requires the person in charge of a vessel to immediately notify the 

Coast Guard as soon as he knows of any oil discharge. Failure to notify the Coast Guard can lead to a 
monetary fine and imprisonment up to what duration? 

A. 5 years 
B. 3 years 
C. 2 years 
D. 1 years 

Correct answer: A 

19. What do pollution regulations require of each scupper and/or drain that is located in an enclosed deck area? 

A. The scuppers must be wooden plugs 
B. The scuppers shall have a mechanical means of closing 
C. The scuppers must be a soft rubber plug 
D. The scuppers shall be a two-piece soft patch 

Correct answer: B 

20. Which of the following applies in determining if all requirements of the Declaration of Inspection are met for oil 
transfer operations prior to bunkering from a shoreside facility? 

A. The bunker facility must be inspected by the designated person-in-charge of the vessel and vice versa for 
the vessel 

B. Vessel and bunker facility must be independently inspected by the designated persons-in-charge 
C. Vessel and bunker facility must be inspected by a representative of the Coast Guard Captain of the Port 
D. The vessel is responsible to provide an inspected oil hose 

Correct answer: B 

21. When oil is accidentally discharged into the water, what should you do after reporting the discharge? 

A. Obtain your permit from the Corps of Engineers 
B. Throw sand on the water to sink the oil. 
C. Contain the oil and remove as much of it as possible from the water. 
D. Throw chemical agents on the water to disperse the oil. 

Correct answer: C 

22. You operate a harbor craft on inland waters exclusively. If you regularly service or contact foreign flag vessels 
in the course of business, which statement is TRUE? 

A. Your crew must have identification credentials. 
B. A customs official must be on board when contacting a foreign flag vessel. 
C. All contacts with a foreign flag vessel must be reported to the U.S. Coast Guard. 
D. Your vessel must be inspected. 

Correct answer: A 
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23. When an azimuth of the Sun has been taken and the deviation of the standard magnetic compass computed, 

the watch officer should record the results __________. 

A. in the compass deviation log 
B. in the vessel's Official Logbook 
C. on the compass deviation card 
D. on a Napier diagram 

Correct answer: A 

24. In writing up the logbook at the end of your watch, you make an error in writing an entry. What is the proper 
means of correcting this error? 

A. Carefully and neatly erase the entry and rewrite it correctly. 
B. Cross out the error with a single line, and write the correct entry, then initial it. 
C. Remove this page of the logbook, and rewrite all entries on a clean page. 
D. Blot out the error completely and rewrite the entry correctly. 

Correct answer: B 

25. As you hold a piece of manila line vertically in front of you, the strands run from the lower right to the upper 
left. Which type of line is this? 

A. Plain-laid 
B. Water-laid 
C. Shroud-laid 
D. Left-hand laid 

Correct answer: D 

26. Which is an advantage of nylon rope over manila rope? 

A. It gives an audible warning of overstress whereas manila does not 
B. Can be stored on decks exposed to sunlight 
C. Can hold a load even when a considerable amount of the yarns have been abraded 
D. Can be used in conjunction with wire or spring-lay rope 

Correct answer: C 

27. Which factor is most likely to impair the strength and durability of synthetic line? 

A. Dry rot 
B. Mildew 
C. Washing with mild soap 
D. Sunlight 

Correct answer: D 

28. Which is the proper way to coil right-laid line? 

A. Either clockwise or counterclockwise 
B. Clockwise or with the sun 
C. The line can only be coiled on a reel 
D. Counterclockwise or against the sun 

Correct answer: B 
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29. In illustration D044DG below, what is the mooring line labeled "A" called? 

A. After breast line 
B. Offshore stern line 
C. After spring line 
D. Onshore stern line 

Correct answer: B 

30. Which position shown in illustration D019DG below is the most dangerous when tying up? 

A. I 
B. II 
C. IV 
D. III 

Correct answer: A 

31. Unless extremely flexible wire rope is used, the sheave diameter should always be as large as possible. 
Which is the Coast Guard rule for correct sheave diameter? 

A. 10 times the wire rope diameter 
B. Match the rope diameter 
C. 20 times the wire rope diameter 
D. 2 times the wire rope diameter 

Correct answer: C 

32. Which is described as a wedge of water building up between the bow and the nearer bank which forces the 
bow out and away? 

A. Bank cushion 
B. Combined effect 
C. Bank suction 
D. Bend effect 

Correct answer: A 

33. A vessel traveling down a narrow channel, especially if the draft is nearly equal to the depth of the water, may 
set off the nearer side. What is the name of this effect? 

A. Bank suction 
B. Bank cushion 
C. Squatting 
D. Smelling the bottom 

Correct answer: B 
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34. Your vessel is preparing to proceed up a river. Which of the following is true concerning the handling of the 

vessel in shallow water? 

A. Steering will be more responsive in shallow water as opposed to deep water 
B. There will be no difference in the steering of the vessel 
C. Steering will be sluggish in shallow water as opposed to deep water 
D. The steering is sluggish in deep water as opposed to shallow water 

Correct answer: C 

35. You observe a V-shaped ripple with the point of the V pointing upstream in a river. What may this indicate? 

A. A sunken wreck, not dangerous to navigation 
B. A towed-under buoy 
C. A submerged rock, not dangerous to navigation 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: B 

36. When anchoring in a clay bottom, what is one hazard that may cause the anchor to drag? 

A. The flukes may dig in unevenly and capsize the anchor when under stress. 
B. The anchor may get shod with clay and not develop full holding power. 
C. The anchor will tend to dig in and come to rest near the vertical. 
D. The flukes may not dig in. 

Correct answer: B 

37. Which is the BEST method of determining if a vessel is dragging anchor? 

A. Observe how much the vessel sheers while at anchor 
B. Note any change in the tautness of the anchor chain 
C. Observe the amount of line paid out 
D. Observe changes in bearings of fixed objects onshore 

Correct answer: D 

38. You are going astern (single-screw, right-handed propeller) with the anchor down at a scope of twice the 
depth of the water. As the anchor dredges, how should you expect the vessel to react? 

A. The stern will walk to the same side as the anchor being used 
B. The stern will walk to port at a faster rate than normal 
C. The vessel will back in a straight line only if the starboard anchor is deployed 
D. The stern will walk to port but at a reduced rate 

Correct answer: D 

39. You are anchoring in a river where the current is from one direction only. Which is the BEST way to lay out 
two anchors? 

A. Place them side by side, with their rodes on the port and starboard side 
B. Place both anchors directly in line with the bow 
C. On top of one another to increase weight and holding power 
D. So that their rodes form an angle 

Correct answer: D 
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40. Using a scope of 5, determine how many feet of cable you should put out to anchor in 5 fathoms of water. 

A. 100 feet 
B. 150 feet 
C. 200 feet 
D. 250 feet 

Correct answer: B 

41. When anchoring, good practice requires 5 to 7 fathoms of chain for each fathom of depth. Which is TRUE 
when anchoring in deep water? 

A. Use two anchors with the same ratio of chain 
B. Use the same ratio 
C. Use less chain for each fathom of depth 
D. Veer more chain for each fathom of depth 

Correct answer: C 

42. Your vessel is port side to a pier with a spring line led aft from the bow. How will the vessel respond in calm 
weather, with the engines ahead and hard left rudder? 

A. Both the bow and stern will move in 
B. The bow will swing in and the stern out 
C. The bow will slip out and the stern in 
D. Both the bow and stern will move out 

Correct answer: B 

43. Which statement is TRUE when an anchor is used to assist in turning the vessel in restricted waters? 

A. Deploying the anchor underfoot shifts the pivot point forward 
B. Turning on the anchor is to be used only with a single-screw vessel 
C. This technique should only be used as a last resort 
D. Having to use the aid of an anchor is the sign of a novice shiphandler 

Correct answer: A 

44. You are mooring to a buoy. How should you make your approach? 

A. The current should be dead ahead 
B. The current should be on the beam 
C. The current should be broad on the bow 
D. Place the current astern and drift to the buoy 

Correct answer: A 

45. You are steaming in a heavy gale and find it necessary to heave to. Under most circumstances, how is this 
best accomplished? 

A. Stopping the engines and drifting beam to the seas 
B. Taking the sea fine on the bow and reducing the speed 
C. Going slow astern and taking the seas on the quarter 
D. Increasing the speed and taking the sea broad on the bow 

Correct answer: B 
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46. Which term defines when a boat turns broadside to heavy seas and winds, thus exposing the boat to the
danger of capsizing?

A. Broached
B. Trimmed
C. Yawed
D. Pitchpoled

Correct answer: A 

47. Which expresses the term leeway?

A. The momentum of a vessel after her engines have been stopped
B. The difference between the true course and the compass course
C. The lateral movement of a vessel downwind of her intended course
D. The displacement of a vessel multiplied by her speed

Correct answer: C 

48. The possibility of wake damage can be reduced by following which action?

A. Passing close aboard to the moored vessel
B. Apply rudder in both port and starboard directions
C. Alternate engine speeds
D. Slow down when passing moored vessels

Correct answer: D 

49. Which is the proper term used to describe a stream of water immediately surrounding a moving vessel's hull,
flowing in the same direction as the vessel?

A. Directional current
B. Wake current
C. Forward current
D. Propeller current

Correct answer: B 

50. Periodic surveys to renew the load line assignment must be made at which interval?

A. 18 months
B. Two years
C. Three years
D. Five years

Correct answer: D 
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