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Choose the best answer to the following Multiple-Choice Questions. 
 
1. Which of the following is a rope ladder with wooden rungs? 

A. A life ladder 
B. A Jacob's ladder 
C. A jury ladder 
D. A drop ladder 

Correct answer: B 

2. What should you inspect to be sure that it is safe to go aloft in a bosun's chair? 

A. The tail block 
B. The gantline 
C. The chair and bridle 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: D 

3. Using a safety factor of five, determine what is the safe working load for 3-1/2 inch manila line with a breaking 
stress of 4.9 tons. 

A. 0.82 ton 
B. 0.98 ton 
C. 2.45 tons 
D. 12.25 tons 

Correct answer: B 

4. Which knot in the illustration represents a bowline? Illustration D030DG 

A. G 
B. H 
C. L 
D. Q 

Correct answer: D 

5. How should manila lines in which the strands are right-hand laid be coiled? 

A. Manila line should be coiled in a clockwise direction 
B. Manila line should be coiled in a counterclockwise direction 
C. Manila line should never be coiled 
D. Manila line may be coiled either clockwise or counterclockwise 

Correct answer: A 

6. Which is an advantage of nylon rope over manila rope? 

A. Can be stored on decks exposed to sunlight 
B. Can hold a load even when a considerable amount of the yarns have been abraded 
C. Can be used in conjunction with wire or spring-lay rope 
D. It gives an audible warning of overstress whereas manila does not 

Correct answer: B 
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7. The primary function of which line(s) is to hold the vessel snuggly to the dock? 

A. The quarter cross spring lines 
B. The stern lines 
C. The bow cross spring lines 
D. The breast lines 

Correct answer: D 

8. Unless extremely flexible wire rope is used, the sheave diameter should always be as large as possible. 
Which is the Coast Guard rule for correct sheave diameter? 

A. 10 times the wire rope diameter 
B. Match the rope diameter 
C. 20 times the wire rope diameter 
D. 2 times the wire rope diameter 

Correct answer: C 

9. You are making a sharp turn in a channel and using a buoy four points on the bow to gauge your rate of turn. 
If you observe the buoy moving aft relative to you, what should you do? 

A. Decrease speed 
B. Maintain a constant rate of turn 
C. Increase the rate of turn 
D. Decrease the rate of turn 

Correct answer: C 

10. Your vessel is proceeding through a narrow channel. What actions can you take to avoid any sudden sheers 
of the vessel? 

A. Reduce speed and stay to the outer limits of the channel 
B. Increase speed and stay to the outer limits of the channel 
C. Reduce speed and stay in the deepest part of the channel 
D. Put your offshore anchor well in the water 

Correct answer: C 

11. Which action has a tendency to happen to a vessel proceeding along the bank of a river or channel with steep 
banks? 

A. The vessel will hug the bank 
B. The vessel will sheer away from the bank 
C. The vessel will increase speed 
D. The vessel will continue in line with the bank 

Correct answer: B 
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12. When piloting a vessel, how are visual references used to establish a constant rate of turn? 

A. Visual references cannot be used to maintain a constant rate of turn. 
B. Begin the turn when the fixed object is on the beam. 
C. Fixed objects that stay on the same relative bearing when the ship is turning indicate a constant rate of 

turn. 
D. Keep the fixed object's relative bearing opening, for a constant rate of turn. 

Correct answer: C 

13. What effect does lifting the shank of a Stockless anchor that is set on the bottom have? 

A. The probability of fouling the chain increases 
B. The flukes will break free of the bottom 
C. The probability of fouling the chain decreases 
D. The flukes will dig deeper increasing the holding power 

Correct answer: B 

14. Mooring with two bow anchors has which major advantage over anchoring with one bow anchor? 

A. A mooring approach may be made from any direction. 
B. The vessel will not swing with a change in wind. 
C. The vessel will not reverse direction in a tidal current. 
D. The radius of the vessel's swing will be shortened. 

Correct answer: D 

15. Your vessel is port side to a pier with a spring line led aft from the bow. How will the vessel respond in calm 
weather, with the engines ahead and hard left rudder? 

A. The bow will swing in and the stern out 
B. The bow will slip out and the stern in 
C. Both the bow and stern will move out 
D. Both the bow and stern will move in 

Correct answer: A 

16. Which statement is TRUE when an anchor is used to assist in turning the vessel in restricted waters? 

A. Deploying the anchor underfoot shifts the pivot point forward 
B. Turning on the anchor is to be used only with a single-screw vessel 
C. Having to use the aid of an anchor is the sign of a novice shiphandler 
D. This technique should only be used as a last resort 

Correct answer: A 

17. You are docking a vessel. Which statement is TRUE? 

A. You should go in with the current 
B. You should approach the dock at a 90° angle 
C. You should go in against the current 
D. You should pass a mooring line to the dock and let the crew pull the vessel to 

Correct answer: C 
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18. You are steaming in a heavy gale and find it necessary to heave to. Under most circumstances, how is this 

best accomplished? 

A. Increasing the speed and taking the sea broad on the bow 
B. Going slow astern and taking the seas on the quarter 
C. Stopping the engines and drifting beam to the seas 
D. Taking the sea fine on the bow and reducing the speed 

Correct answer: D 

19. In a following sea, a wave has overtaken your vessel and thrown the stern to starboard. To continue along 
your original course, which action should you take? 

A. Use more left rudder 
B. Decrease speed 
C. Use more right rudder 
D. Increase speed 

Correct answer: C 

20. If your propeller is racing in rough weather, which action should you take? 

A. Ignore it, this is acceptable in rough weather 
B. Decrease your engine speed 
C. Stop your engine until the rough weather passes 
D. Increase your engine speed 

Correct answer: B 

21. When turning a ship in restricted space with a strong wind, which is the BEST action to take? 

A. Back down with the rudder hard to one side, if on a single-screw vessel 
B. Turn so that the tendency to back into the wind can be used, if on a single-screw vessel 
C. Take advantage of the tendency to back to port, if on a twin-screw vessel 
D. Go ahead on both engines with the rudder hard to one side, if on a twin-screw vessel 

Correct answer: B 

22. As a general rule, how will your vessel lie when it is drifting in a locale where there is no current? 

A. The stern to the wind 
B. With the wind on the quarter 
C. The bow to the wind 
D. The beam to the wind 

Correct answer: D 

23. When passing a moored vessel in a narrow channel which actions will help minimize wake damage? 

A. Stay on outside of channel and make a notation in the log book 
B. Reduce speed and make a notation in the bell book 
C. Check the rudder several times while passing the vessel 
D. Go half astern when abeam of the moored vessel 

Correct answer: B 
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24. Which is the proper term used to describe a stream of water immediately surrounding a moving vessel's hull, 

flowing in the same direction as the vessel? 

A. Forward current 
B. Directional current 
C. Propeller current 
D. Wake current 

Correct answer: D 

25. Failure to notify the Coast Guard of an oil spill can carry a prison sentence of what duration? 

A. Not more than 1 year 
B. Not more than 2 years 
C. Not more than 3 years 
D. Not more than 5 years 

Correct answer: D 

26. The Federal Water Pollution Control Act requires the person in charge of a vessel to immediately notify the 
Coast Guard as soon as he knows of any oil discharge. Failure to notify the Coast Guard can lead to a 
monetary fine and imprisonment up to what duration? 

A. 5 years 
B. 3 years 
C. 2 years 
D. 1 years 

Correct answer: A 

27. Which of the following applies in determining if all requirements of the Declaration of Inspection are met for oil 
transfer operations prior to bunkering from a shoreside facility? 

A. The bunker facility must be inspected by the designated person-in-charge of the vessel and vice versa for 
the vessel 

B. Vessel and bunker facility must be inspected by a representative of the Coast Guard Captain of the Port 
C. The vessel is responsible to provide an inspected oil hose 
D. Vessel and bunker facility must be independently inspected by the designated persons-in-charge 

Correct answer: D 

28. Fueling results in the collection of waste oil in drip pans and containers. Which is an approved method of 
disposing of the waste oil? 

A. Draining it overboard when the vessel gets underway 
B. Adding sinking agents and discharging it into the water 
C. Discharge to a proper reception facility 
D. Mixing it with dispersants before draining it overboard 

Correct answer: C 
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29. Which document lists all the lifesaving equipment required for a vessel? 

A. Certificate of Inspection 
B. American Bureau of Shipping Classification Certificate 
C. Certificate of Registry 
D. International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea Certificate 

Correct answer: A 

30. Which document shows details of a tank vessel, cargoes it may carry, manning and safety equipment 
required? 

A. Declaration of Inspection 
B. Safety Construction Certificate 
C. Certificate of Inspection 
D. Cargo Gear Certificate 

Correct answer: C 

31. Official proof of an American vessel's nationality is contained in which document? 

A. Certificate of Inspection 
B. Shipping Articles 
C. Official Log 
D. Certificate of Documentation 

Correct answer: D 

32. In the United States, which organization sets the load line markings? 

A. American Bureau of Shipping 
B. Federal Maritime Board 
C. Coast Guard 
D. IMO 

Correct answer: A 

33. Which term is sometimes used to refer to a disk with a horizontal line through its center, equivalent to the 
summer load line on a vessel? 

A. The deadrise mark 
B. The Plimsoll mark 
C. The maximum allowable draft mark 
D. The tonnage mark 

Correct answer: B 

34. What is required to be entered into the Official Logbook? 

A. The annual required stripping and cleaning of the lifeboats 
B. The biennial weight test of the lifeboats and falls 
C. The drafts on entering port 
D. Opening a sideport at sea to renew a gasket 

Correct answer: D 
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35. A mariner whose credential has been revoked shall not be issued another credential without which of the 

following? 

A. Approval of an administrative law judge 
B. Approval of the Officer-in-Charge, Marine Inspection 
C. Taking a new examination 
D. Approval of the Commandant 

Correct answer: D 

36. Shipping articles are a contract of agreement between the members of the crew and who else? 

A. The Coast Guard 
B. The Master 
C. The vessel's mortgage holder 
D. The chandler 

Correct answer: B 

37. You are signing on a crew. Which person is presenting a Merchant Mariner's Document (MMD) that you 
should suspect as being invalid? 

A. A seaman with an MMD only endorsed as "Bosun" 
B. An AB with an endorsement of "Any unlicensed rating in the deck department including Able Seaman" 
C. A Purser with an MMD only endorsed "See certificate of registry" 
D. A Chief Steward with an MMD only endorsed as "Steward's Dept. (FH)" 

Correct answer: A 

38. A seaman you have just discharged from an Oceanographic Research Vessel has a Continuous Discharge 
Book. Which statement is TRUE? 

A. An entry should be made in the book and a Certificate of Discharge issued to the seaman. 
B. A Certificate of Discharge form should be attached to the book. 
C. The record of entry in the continuous discharge book shall agree with the entry made in the Ship's 

Articles. 
D. If the vessel was on coastwise articles, the record of discharge will be made in the Official Logbook. 

Correct answer: C 

39. A copy of the Articles of Agreement, less the signatures, is required to be posted. What is this document 
called? 

A. Articles Copy 
B. Forecastle Card 
C. Shipping Articles 
D. Voyage Agreement 

Correct answer: B 
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40. In the regulations that apply to small passenger vessels which describes an "open boat"? 

A. A boat that is not protected from entry of water by means of a complete weathertight deck 
B. A boat on which gambling and consumption of alcoholic beverages is permitted when underway or 

moored 
C. A boat that is docked and open for visitors to come aboard and tour the craft 
D. A boat that is used for charter fishing or tours and is open to the public 

Correct answer: A 

41. According to 46 CFR Subchapter T the definition of a ferry includes which vessels? 

A. Vessels that transport only Passengers Vehicles, or railroad cars 
B. Vessels used on a regular schedule 
C. Vessels that provide transportation only between places that are not more than 300 miles apart 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: D 

42. Which fuel cannot be used for cooking on vessels carrying passengers for hire? (small passenger vessel 
regulations) 

A. Kerosene 
B. Coal 
C. Wood 
D. Gasoline 

Correct answer: D 

43. Which statement is TRUE with reference to small passenger vessels cooking and heating equipment? 

A. It may use liquefied petroleum gas 
B. It shall be suitable for marine use 
C. The system cannot use gasoline 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: D 

44. Which circumstance concerning an inspected passenger vessel would require knowledge and approval of the 
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection? (small passenger vessel regulations) 

A. The removal of a watertight bulkhead 
B. Renewal of a FCC Certificate for a radiotelephone 
C. Minor maintenance of the propulsion machinery 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: A 

45. A vessels Certificate of Inspection will show which information? (small passenger vessel regulations) 

A. The minimum firefighting and lifesaving equipment 
B. The crew requirements 
C. The route permitted 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: D 
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46. How do you know how many passengers you may carry? (small passenger vessel regulations)

A. As many as possible
B. Use your own judgment
C. The amount on the Certificate of Inspection
D. No more than 40 passengers

Correct answer: C 

47. A documented vessel's name is marked on a clearly visible exterior area of both sides of the bow and on the
stern in block letters. What is the size requirement of the markings?

A. Not less than 6 inches in height
B. Not less than 5 inches in height
C. Not less than 4 inches in height
D. Not less than 3 inches in height

Correct answer: C 

48. Which information are you required to report to the Coast Guard when an accident occurs in which loss of life
results? (small passenger vessel regulations)

A. Number and name of vessel
B. Names of owners
C. Location of the occurrence
D. All of the above

Correct answer: D 

49. On Subchapter T small passenger vessels, after loading and prior to departure, the master shall determine
the vessel complies with all stability requirements in which of these documents?

A. Certificate of Inspection
B. Load Line Certificate
C. Stability letter
D. All of the above

Correct answer: D 

50. Who must you report a "T-Boat" accident resulting in loss of life, serious injury or more than $25,000 property
damage to?

A. The Coast Guard
B. The Maritime Administration (MARAD)
C. The owner or his insurance agent
D. All of the above

Correct answer: A 
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