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Choose the best answer to the following Multiple-Choice questions.  
 
1. The shipping papers for the products being carried in your tankship are NOT required to contain which 

information? 

A. The grades of the cargoes 
B. The location of the delivery point(s) 
C. The name of the consignee(s) 
D. The exact quantity of the cargoes 

Correct answer: D 

2. You are planning to anchor in an area where several anchors have been lost due to fouling. What precaution 
should you take? 

A. Only anchor using both anchors not set in bottom 
B. Anchor with scope of 8 or more to 1 
C. Use a stern anchor with a scope of 8 or more to 1 
D. Fit a crown strap and work wire to the anchor 

Correct answer: D 

3. Under which circumstance is a 30,000 DWT tankship required to have an IOPP certificate? 

A. If calling at ports in another country signatory to MARPOL 73/78 
B. Only if going foreign 
C. Only when carrying cargoes listed in the MARPOL regulations 
D. When engaged in the coastwise trade 

Correct answer: A 

4. 2.10.1.2-3) You are docking a vessel. When are the wind and current most favorable in this situation? 

A. When they are crossing your course, in opposite directions to the other 
B. When they are both setting you on the pier 
C. When they are both parallel to the pier from ahead 
D. When they are crossing your course, both in the same direction 

Correct answer: C 

5. When shall an Operator of an Uninspected Passenger Vessel be required to produce his/her MMC? 

A. An Operator of an Uninspected Passenger Vessel is not required to carry his/her MMC 
B. Only when the vessel is involved in a marine accident 
C. Only when the vessel has at least 6 passengers for hire and requested by a USCG boarding officer 
D. Immediately, when requested by a USCG boarding officer 

Correct answer: D 
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6. On an inspected vessel, which abbreviation refers to the horizontal distance between perpendiculars taken at 

the forward-most and the after-most points on the waterline at her deepest operating draft? 

A. LOA 
B. LLL 
C. LWL 
D. LBP 

Correct answer: D 

7. When an azimuth of the Sun has been taken and the deviation of the standard magnetic compass computed; 
the watch officer should record the results __________. 

A. in the vessel's Official Logbook 
B. in the compass deviation log 
C. on the compass deviation card 
D. on a Napier diagram 

Correct answer: B 

8. Which term is sometimes used to refer to a disk with a horizontal line through its center, equivalent to the 
summer load line on a vessel? 

A. The tonnage mark 
B. The maximum allowable draft mark 
C. The Plimsoll mark 
D. The deadrise mark 

Correct answer: C 

9. What is the name of tackle number 12 as shown in the illustration? Illustration D029DG 

A. Davit tackle 
B. Gin tackle 
C. Deck tackle 
D. Threefold purchase 

Correct answer: D 

10. You are making mooring lines fast to bitts, stern to, as in some Mediterranean ports. A swell is liable to make 
the vessel surge. How should you tie up? 

A. Use nylon or synthetic fiber hawsers for their elasticity 
B. Use manila hawsers from the stern chock straight down to the pier 
C. Use wires from each quarter and manila hawsers from the stern. 
D. Use wires only from the stern and each quarter. 

Correct answer: A 
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11. Providing you are not sailing in the Red Sea or another special area as listed in ANNEX V of MARPOL, how 

many miles from land must you be to throw garbage including bottles, rags, and glass that has not been 
ground up into the sea? 

A. 3nm 
B. 6nm 
C. 12nm 
D. It is Prohibited to discharge bottles, rags, and glass into the sea 

Correct answer: D 

12. Fuel for use on a vessel (300 GT or more constructed before July 1, 1974) may be carried in independent 
tanks forward of a collision bulkhead if which condition is met? 

A. The shell of the tank is of the same thickness or greater than that of the vessel's hull 
B. The tanks were designated, installed, or constructed for fuel oil carrying before July 1, 1974 
C. The tank is 18 inches inboard of the hull structure 
D. The fuel has a flash point above 180°F 

Correct answer: B 

13. Which area is designated a special area by Annex V to MARPOL 73/78? 

A. Sargasso Sea 
B. Red Sea 
C. Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
D. Great Lakes 

Correct answer: B 

14. What is the name of the mark indicated by the letter F in the illustration? Illustration D003DG 

A. Tropical load line 
B. Summer load line 
C. Fresh water load line 
D. Winter load line 

Correct answer: D 

15. What size block shell should be used with a 4-inch manila line? 

A. 8" 
B. 12" 
C. 16" 
D. 24" 

Correct answer: B 

16. Your vessel is off a lee shore in heavy weather and laboring. Which action should you take? 

A. Put the bow directly into the sea and proceed at full speed. 
B. Put the sea and wind on either quarter, and proceed at increased speed. 
C. Heave to in the trough of the sea. 
D. Put the sea and wind about two points on either bow, and reduce speed. 

Correct answer: D 
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17. Which term describes the distance that a vessel travels from the time that the order to put engines full astern 

until the vessel is dead in the water? 

A. Transfer 
B. Advance 
C. Head reach 
D. Surge 

Correct answer: C 

18. On your vessel, a wire rope for the cargo gear shows signs of excessive wear and must be replaced. In 
ordering a new wire for this 10-ton boom, what safety factor should you use? 

A. Three 
B. Five 
C. Six 
D. Seven 

Correct answer: B 

19. You are making a sharp turn in a channel and using a buoy four points on the bow to gauge your rate of turn. 
If you observe the buoy moving aft relative to you, what should you do? 

A. Decrease the rate of turn 
B. Decrease speed 
C. Increase the rate of turn 
D. Maintain a constant rate of turn 

Correct answer: C 

20. To determine the number of able seamen required on an inspected vessel, you should check which 
document? 

A. Load Line Certificate 
B. Safety of Life at Sea Certificate 
C. Operations manual 
D. Certificate of Inspection 

Correct answer: D 

21. Which defines the process of cargoes segregation? 

A. The separating of cargoes so that the inherent characteristics of one cannot damage the other 
B. To classifying cargoes according to their toxicity 
C. The separating of cargoes by final destination and block stowing to avoid overcarriage 
D. Listing the cargoes in order of their flammability 

Correct answer: A 
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22. Which statement is TRUE? 

A. It is not required to keep a record of dumping ground garbage into the sea more than 25 miles offshore. 
B. You must keep a record of garbage discharged in port to a shore facility. 
C. You are not required to keep a record of garbage incinerated on the vessel. 
D. You must keep a record of the approximate weight of the garbage dumped into the sea. 

Correct answer: B 

23. While assigned to a 120 GRT vessel, you are required to sign "foreign" articles on a voyage from New York 
City to which port? 

A. Saint Maarten, Netherlands Antilles 
B. Veracruz, Mexico 
C. Halifax, Canada 
D. Long Beach, California 

Correct answer: D 

24. Which knot in the illustration represents a bowline? Illustration D030DG 

A. G 
B. H 
C. L 
D. Q 

Correct answer: D 

25. You have orders to load cargoes of carbon disulfide, diisopropylamine and pyridine on your multi-product 
tankship. Which statement is TRUE? 

A. A tank of pyridine may be used to separate a tank of carbon disulfide from a tank of diisopropylamine. 
B. Pyridine and diisopropylamine may be carried in tanks having a common header vent. 
C. Carbon disulfide must be separated from pyridine by two barriers (cofferdams, voids, empty tanks, etc.). 
D. Carbon disulfide may be carried in NOS. 1 and 2 center tanks and diisopropylamine in NOS. 1 and 2 wing 

tanks. 

Correct answer: A 

26. When bunkering at a dock which of the following signals must be displayed? 

A. A red flag by day, red light by night 
B. A green flag by day, green light by night 
C. A red flag by day, a blue light by night 
D. A yellow flag by day, red light by night 

Correct answer: A 
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27. What is the minimum standard for making an eye splice in a wire to be used as cargo gear? 

A. Make four tucks in each strand, cut away every other strand, and make two more tucks with each 
remaining strand. 

B. Make six tucks with each strand, removing a few wires from each strand as each additional tuck is made. 
C. Make four tucks with each full strand. 
D. Make three tucks with full strands, remove half the wires from each strand, and make two more tucks. 

Correct answer: D 

28. Which type of bottom is best suited for holding an anchor of a small boat? 

A. Mud and clay 
B. Sandy 
C. Rocky 
D. Gravel 

Correct answer: A 

29. While on watch at sea you must maintain a proper lookout at all times. On a 700-foot cargo vessel being 
hand-steered during daylight hours in good visibility and clear of any navigational hazards, who may be the 
lookout? 

A. The mate on watch 
B. The helmsman 
C. Either A or B 
D. Neither A nor B 

Correct answer: A 

30. Which method is used to detect rot in manila lines? 

A. Feeling the surface of the line for broken fibers 
B. Observing for the appearance of mildew on the outer surface 
C. Opening the strands and examining the inner fibers 
D. Measuring the reduction in circumference of the line 

Correct answer: C 

31. The possibility of wake damage can be reduced by following which action? 

A. Alternate engine speeds 
B. Apply rudder in both port and starboard directions 
C. Passing close aboard to the moored vessel 
D. Slow down when passing moored vessels 

Correct answer: D 
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32. You are conducting trials to determine the maneuvering characteristics of your vessel. While making a turn, 

you take ranges and bearings of an isolated light with the results as shown. Based on this information, what is 
the advance for a turn of 90°? Illustration D034DG 

A. 820 yards 
B. 870 yards 
C. 930 yards 
D. 975 yards 

Correct answer: B 

33. Which of the following is the strongest of the natural fibers? 

A. Cotton 
B. Sisal 
C. Manila 
D. Hemp 

Correct answer: C 

34. Which of the following is a characteristic of Methane gas? 

A. It has a mild, sweet odor 
B. It is corrosive to steel 
C. It is an ether 
D. It is unstable 

Correct answer: A 

35. Which is an example of cargo damage caused by inherent vice? 

A. Wear and tear 
B. Stevedore damage 
C. Heating of grain 
D. Sublimation of chemicals 

Correct answer: C 

36. A vessel to which Annex V to MARPOL 73/78 applies is located in a MARPOL designated special area, 14 
nautical miles from nearest land. What type of garbage is permitted to be discharged? 

A. Paper products ground to less than 1" 
B. Food waste ground to less than 1" 
C. Glass ground to less than 1" 
D. Metal ground to less than 1" 

Correct answer: B 

37. Which international body is responsible for drafting the MARPOL convention prohibiting marine pollution? 

A. The Maritime Advisory Council 
B. The International Association of Shipping 
C. The International Maritime Organization 
D. The Association of Seafaring Nations 

Correct answer: C 
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38. A seaman you have just discharged from an Oceanographic Research Vessel has a Continuous Discharge 

Book. Which statement is TRUE? 

A. If the vessel was on coastwise articles, the record of discharge will be made in the Official Logbook. 
B. An entry should be made in the book and a Certificate of Discharge issued to the seaman. 
C. The record of entry in the continuous discharge book shall agree with the entry made in the Ship's 

Articles. 
D. A Certificate of Discharge form should be attached to the book. 

Correct answer: C 

39. On an inspected vessel, when may a stability test be dispensed with? 

A. Coast Guard has the approved stability test results of a sister vessel 
B. The vessel is of a proven design 
C. The projected cost is unreasonable 
D. Coast Guard does not have a qualified inspector available 

Correct answer: A 

40. A load line certificate is valid for how many years? 

A. 1 
B. 2 
C. 3 
D. 5 

Correct answer: D 

41. For vessels on international voyages fitted with cargo gear, an initial test of the units under a proof load shall 
be conducted. Subsequent tests and exams of the same nature shall be carried out at what time interval? 

A. 1 year 
B. 3 years 
C. 4 years 
D. 5 years 

Correct answer: D 

42. Fueling results in the collection of waste oil in drip pans and containers. Which is an approved method of 
disposing of the waste oil? 

A. Mixing it with dispersants before draining it overboard 
B. Discharge to a proper reception facility 
C. Adding sinking agents and discharging it into the water 
D. Draining it overboard when the vessel gets underway 

Correct answer: B 
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43. Under normal operating conditions aboard a ship, who has the overall responsibility in maintaining the Oil 

Record Book? 

A. Chief Engineer 
B. Chief Mate 
C. Master 
D. First Assistant Engineer 

Correct answer: C 

44. You are piloting your vessel in a narrow channel. How will the vessel react to a steep bank on your starboard 
side? 

A. The vessel will be bodily drawn into the bank 
B. The bow will swing toward the bank, and the stern will swing away from the bank 
C. The bow will swing away from the bank, and stern will swing into the bank 
D. The vessel will be bodily pushed away from the bank 

Correct answer: C 

45. When the gyro-pilot is used for steering, what control is adjusted to compensate for varying sea conditions? 

A. Rudder control 
B. Lost motion adjustment 
C. Weather adjustment 
D. Sea control 

Correct answer: C 

46. Using a scope of 6, determine how many feet of anchor cable you should put out to anchor in 12 feet (3.7 
meters) of water. 

A. 2 feet (0.6 meters) 
B. 18 feet (5.5 meters) 
C. 48 feet (14.6 meters) 
D. 72 feet (21.9 meters) 

Correct answer: D 

47. When observed, which item indicates a snag or other underwater obstruction in a river? 

A. V-shaped ripple with the point of the V pointing upstream 
B. A smoothing out of the vessel's wake 
C. V-shaped ripple with the point of the V pointing downstream 
D. A small patch of smooth water on a windy day 

Correct answer: A 

48. Which space(s) is(are) deducted from gross tonnage to derive net tonnage? 

A. Chart room 
B. Spaces for the exclusive use of the officers or crew 
C. Boatswain's stores 
D. All of the above 

Correct answer: D 
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49. You are heading into the sea during rough weather. What may happen if there is too much weight forward in
your small boat?

A. The craft may plunge into the wave
B. The craft will list severely
C. The craft will rise rapidly over the wave
D. The craft will broach

Correct answer: A 

50. If you are bunkering and you close off one tank in the line of tanks being filled, what happens to the rate of
flow to other open tanks on the same line?

A. The rate of flow remains constant to the open tanks
B. The rate of flow stops to the open tanks
C. The rate of flow increases to the open tanks
D. The rate of flow decreases to the open tanks

Correct answer: C 
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HEADING 

(TRUE) 

BEARING 

(TRUE) 

RANGE 

(YDS) 
REMARKS 

228° INITIAL HEADING 

228° 232° 2260 ON INITIAL COURSE 

228° 234° 1700 
RIGHT FULL RUDDER 

ORDERED 

230° 236° 1490 

252° 235° 1275 

275° 231° 1000 

316° 214° 850 

352° 198° 975 

022° 194° 1210 

053° 197° 1430 

087° 202° 1600 

115° 209° 1690 

151° 217° 1700 

183° 225° 1600 

218° 232° 1350 RUDDER AMIDSHIPS 

228° 235° 1125 STEADY ON 228° 
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