
ew Licenses Established as of December 1, 1987
 
Deck (continued)
 

Issues Endorsements Failures Renew als 

MdHer, Near Coastal 

NMT 100 GT 

453 27 0 98 

M"ster. Great Lake s 

& Inland An y GT 

0 0 0 2 

Mat e, Great Lakes & 

Inland An y GT 

0 0 0 0 

Ma ster, Inland Any 

GT 

3 II 0 12 

Mil st er. Great Lakes 

s Inland NM T 1600 

GT 

0 0 0 1 

Mate, Grea t Lakes & 

Inland NM T 1600 GT 

2 0 0 1 

Master. Great Lakes 

& Inland NM T 200 

GT 

0 a 0 0 

Mate. Great lakes & 

Inland NMT 200 GT 

0 0 0 0 

M d~ter ,l n l and NMT 

100 GT 

310 6 2 39 

Limit ed M ast er, 

Great Lakes & In land 

NMT 100 GT 

12 1 0 2 

Ope rator 

Uni nspected TOWing 

Vessels Great Lakes 

& Inl and 

1 0 0 26 

u: Operat or 

Uninspect ed Tow mg 

Vessels Great Lakes 

Inland 

0 0 0 0 
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New Licenses Established as of December 1, 1987 
Engineer 

Issues Endorsements Failures Renewals 

Chief Engineer 

(Lim it ed Oceans) 

17 11 0 19 

Chief Enganeer 

(limi ted Near 

Coast al) 

1I 3 0 0 

AssIstant Enganeer 

(Limit ed ) 

21 4 1 8 

Designated Dut y 

Engineer 

1 1 0 0 

Chief Enganeer . 

Fishing Indust ry 

Vessels 

18 4 0 20 

Assistant Eng ineer, 

Fishing Indust ry 

Vessels 

2 0 0 3 

1986 Merchant M arine Officer Licenses 
Issued 

Statistics for calendar year t986 were not previously published and are included at this time 
for comparison purposes. 

Deck 

Issues Endorsements Failures Renewals 

Master, Any Gross 

Tons.Dcea ns 

173 46 10 769 

Master. Great Lake s 18 8 5 57 

Mast er , Coastw ise 5 1 0 43 

Mast er, Lakes. Bays, 

So unds/Siv er s 

40 29 0 3 14 

Ma ster, Uninspected 

Vessels 

56 48 0 2 1 1 
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Deck - Continued 

Issues Endo rsements Failures Renewals 

M " ~ t ~r. I'lsh ln g 9 3 1 38 
ve-sse ls 

Mils t", r, Ferr y 60 5 2 33 
Vl' ss£>l s or MODUs' 

Master. l elght & 1196 679 12 825 
ToWlllg Vessels s 

M .O •• 

Chie f Mate, Any 129 89 13 199 
GlOSS Tons. Oceans 

hlet Mate, Lim it ed 74 15 5 36 

Tonnage, Oce ans 

Second Mate, Any 177 48 7 275 
Gross Ions. Oceans 

Third Mate, A ny 5 11 14 9 416 

Gross Tons, Oceans 

Mat e, Un in spect ed 9 15 0 44 

Vessels 

M ate. Fu run Vessels 1 0 0 6 

Mate, Ferr y Vessels 8 0 0 4 

or MODUs 

M at e, Freig ht & 425 85 21 88 

Tow mg Vessels s 
M ,O . 

First Class PIlot 162 579 23 12 12 

Ope ra tor . 432 143 S2 1608 

Uninspected TOWin g 

Vessels 

2/COperator , 71 16 8 17 

Uninspected TOWing 

Vessels 

* MODU - Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit 
** M.O . - Mineral & Oil 
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Engineer 

Issues Endorsements Failures Renewals 

Chief Engineer, 

Mo tor 

1111 106 2 124 

First Assistant, 

Motor 

69 73 1 511 

Second Assrs tant. 

Motor 

101 74 3 61 

Third Assistan t, 

Motor 

178 28 3 572 

Chief Engin eer , 

Steam 

91 10 9 522 

First Assntant . Steam 137 18 1 257 

Second Assistant 

Steam 

99 18 13 457 

Thrrd Asslstant, 

Steam 

126 5 2 213 

Chie f Engineer, 

Steam & MOtor 

19 10 2 306 

FI1St Assistant, Steam 

s Motor 

19 5 1 605 

Second ASSIS t ant, 

Steam & Motor 

49 6 2 73 

Th ird ASSISt ant. 

Steam & M otor 

569 7 0 684 

Chief Engineer, 

Unin spected Vessels 

171 74 8 271 

Asmtant Engine er, 

u nins pecte d Vessels 

56 t l 7 87 

Chief Engineer , 

Fishin g Vessels 

9 4 3 26 

ASS ist ant Engin eer , 

Fishing Vessels 

1 0 0 II 

Chret Engin eer, Ferr y 

Vessels or MODUs 

26 8 3 34 
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Engineer - Continued 

Pro ~eedings of the Marine Safety Council- October 1988 

Issues Endorsements Failures Renewals 

ASSISl ant Eng ll1eer. 

Ferry Vessels o r 

MOD Us 

7 2 1 2 

Chlt'!f Eng in eer , 

M ln tll <ll s a ll Vessels 

177 112 2 99 

A,s lstanl Engm eer. 

Minerai & 0 ,1Vessels 

20 5 3 5 

Staff Officer Certificates of Registry
 

Surgeo n 10 Pur ser 6 Sen ior Ass.stant 

Pur ser/HM 

1 

Pro fesslorl al Nurse 8 PurserlPYA 0 Jun ior Assistant 

Purser 

18 

( hIef Purser 8 Pursen HM 0 Ju nio r Assistant 

Pur ser/PYA 

0 

Chl~f Purser/PYA" 1 Senior AsSIstant 

Pu rser 

0 Jum or ASS lst3nl 

Purser/H M 

6 

Chief PoJrser/HM " 0 Ser uor A SSistant 

Purser /PYA 

0 

• PYA - p.hysician's Assistant 
H HM - Hospital Corpsman 

Operator Licenses 

Issues Endorsements Failures Renewals 

Sma ll Passenqer 

Vesse ls (Ocean) 

5139 983 231 2504 

Sm all Passen qer 

Vessels (Inldlld) 

2945 20 5 337 1038 

unmspected 

Passenger Vessels 

3147 153 436 1685 
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#4 ·85 , CI I-I , Rcca lls and Othe r Cor recti ve 
Measur es for Lifcsa vi ng Equipmen t ($2.00) 

# 4 8fi, CI I-2, Recall s and Othe r Correct ive 
Measures for Lifesa ving Equipment ($2.00) 

# 10-8fi , Overs ight of Technica l a nd 
Admi n istrative Aspects of Load Line 
Assignment ($1 .75) 

# 11 -85, Coast Guard Guida nce Hegard in g 
I{equiremenls for Automa t ic Radar P lotting Aid 
(ARPA) a nd De vice to Ind ica te Speed and 
Distance (Speed Log) ($ 1.75) 

# 1·86 , Shipmen t a nd Disch a rge ofSea mc n 
1$2.00) 

#2 ·86 , Si mplified Measure ment of Vessels 
1$2.UO) 

# 3-86, J us t ifica ti on Requ ire men ts for 
I':xemption of Wa te r -Ba ll as Spa ce s from 
Inclusion in Vesse l Gross Ton nage ($2.00) 

#4 -86, Hydraul ic Rel ea se Un its for Life Ra fts , 
Life Floa ts , a nd Buoya n t Appa ra t us , a nd 
Altern a te F loa t-Free Arrange ments ($2.00) 

#5 ·86, Voluntary Standa rds for U.S. 
Uninsp ected Cornm rcia l F ishi ng Vessels 
($11.00) 

#6 ·86, Su itabil ity of Certa in Ad ult Life 
Preserv ers for Ch iIdren We ighing 75-90 Pounds 
($2.00) 

#7 ·86 , Infor ma t ion on t he Adequacy a nd 
Currency of Nauti cal Cha r ts ($2.00) 

#8 ·86, Coas t Gua rd Re la tions hips wit h 
Classi fica t ion Soc ieties for U.S. Fl ag Vesse ls 
($2.00) 

#9 ·86, Gu idance lor Issu ing In te rna t iona l Oil 
Pollution Preven t ion (l app) Cer t ifica tes Un der 
Annex I of the International Convention for the 
Pr evention orPo llu t ion from Ships, 1973, As 
Modified by t he Protocol of 1978 Rc lating 
Thereto (MARPO L 73178) ($2.00) 

#1 0-86, Equi va len ce to Mini m u m Hew Height 
Requirements for Load Line Ass ignmen t ($2.00) 

# 11-86 , Guide lin es Governi ng the Usc of 
F iberglass Pipe WGP ) on Inspected Vesse ls 
($2.00) 

# 12 ·86 , Rep hll'l!l11 cn t of F la me Sa fe ty Lamps 
wi t h Combinati on Oxygen/Combus t ib le Ga s 
Ind ica tors ($2 .00 ) 

# 13-86, Use of Unde rwr- ite rs Laboru tor ies (U L) 
Listed Fire Ex tinguishers ($2.00) 

# 1-87, In stallation of Retrorefl ective Mate r ia l 
on Lifesaving Equipment ($2.00) 

#2-87 , Domestic Burge T ransportation of 
Radiouct.ive Ma teri a ls/ Nuclear Waste ($2.00) 

#3-87, Im plementation of 1983 SOLAS 
Amendments on Lifesaving Appliances and 
Arrangements ($2.25) 

# 4-87, Repor t of In adequa te Recep ti on Facilit ies 
($2.00) 

# 5-87, Gu idance on Imple men tation of An nex (I 

of t he MA RPOL Protocol of 73178 for Vessels 
Carryi ng [ox ions Liq uid Substances (N l. S) in 
Bulk ($2.00) 

#6-87, Recommended Procedures for Control of 
Asbestos and Other l{cspil"Htor'Y I Ia zards On 
Board Merchant Vessels, Outer Contin ental 
She lf<OCSI Faciliti es, a nd Deepw a ter Por ts 
($2. 50) 

# 7-87, Guidance: on Waterborne Transport of Oil 
F ie ld Wa s tes ($2 .00) 

# 8-87, Notes on Des ign, Cons t ruc t ion , 
Inspect ion, and Repa ir of Fiber Ruinforccd Plast 
WRP) Vessels ($3.50) 

COMPLETE SET; $322.25 

Current ca lendar yea r NVICs (I 988) are 
a vailable through the s ub sc r ip t ion and ordering 
service of til e U .S. Governmcnt Printing Office. 
The a n nua l subsc ript ion fee , payabl e in advance, 
is $1 4.00, $1 7.50 if ma iled to a foreign a ddr ess . 
Any individua l or organ iza t ion de s iring to 
receive future NVICs s ho u ld toward t.he 
subscription form below, along with the 
appropriate payment, to t he Superintcndcnt of 
Documents, U .S . Government Printing Office, 
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Washington, DC 20402. Checks or money orders 
shou ld be payable to the Super- in te ndent of 
Documents. The si ngle copy price for 1988 
N V ICs is $1. 75 domestic, $2 .19 foreign . 

Submit requests for hack issues ofN VICs (1987 
and earl ier) to the U.S . Coast Guard . Payment 
for t hese orders of back issues may be made on ly 
by check or money order, in advance in U .S . 

dollars, payable to "Treasury of the United 
States ." Requests indicating the nurnberts) of 
the specific Circularfs) desired should be 
addressed to (back issues only) : 

Commanding Officer 
Marine Safety Center 
2100 Second Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20593-0001 

Chemical of the Month Scott Rogerson 

Propionic Acid 
This month's chemica l by itselfcan be 

extremely dangerous in a ll forms , When 
mixed with calcium or sodium to form the 
salts of propionic acid, however, it is used to 
prevent mo ld in bakery goods and cheese. The 
salts are part. of a group cal led propionates and 
have been widely used in the food industry 
since 1956. They are white, free-flowing, 
readily soluble powders with it slightly cheesy 
Flavor that. blends well with the taste of most. 
foods . Though propionates have Ii ttl e effect on 
yeasts and most hacteria , they do prevent 
growth of the bacter ia that cause "ropiness" in 
bread dough. 

On the other end of the spectrum are 
the propionibucteriaceae, or "prop ionic acid­
forming bacteria ." Some 11 species are 
includ ed in this genus. The bacter-ia form 
propionate, acetate and carbon dioxide by the 
fermentation of lact ate. 

Propionic acid bacteria have been 
isolated chir-Ily from cheese, milk, and other 
dairy products. They are particularly 
abundant in Swiss (Emrncnta ler) cheese. The 
ca rhon dioxide gas produced in chemical 
reactions is res pons ible for the formation of 
the characteri stic holes in t.he cheese , and the 
sharp naval' is partially attributable to the 
presence of propionic acid. 

S cull R og erson wa S il Third C/o" .< Cadet tit th« Coall/ 

Guard Acade my when Eewrote this article for LCDR J. J. 
Kiebner '« haza rdous materlal•• tran sportation class . 

Th e first step in dealing with an 
accidental discharge of the acid is to shut off or 
eliminate all possib le ignition sources. The 
next step is to stop the discharge . Anyone 
working in the area should be wuaring a 
chemical protecti ve suit (incl udi ng rubber 
gloves and face s h ie ld) and should be using a 
self-contained breathing apparatus. If 
possible, large spills should he covered with 
soda ash or sodium bicarbonate. The National 
Response Center shou ld be called (800,424­
8802), as should the local fire department. 
Local health and pollution control agencies 
should be notified, and in the case of a spill in 
natural waters, wildlife officials and openltors 
of ncarhy water intakes should also be 
notified. 

For a small spill , mix soda ash and 
small amounts of water. Cover the spi II a nd 
scoop up Lite mixture. The site then should be 
washed thoroughly with soda ash solution . 

In case of exposure to the acid a doctor 
should be notified. If exposed to the vapor, the 
victim should be moved to fresh air, and 
arf.ificial respi ration should be applied if 
breathing stops . If contact is made with the 
liquid, all contaminated clothing should be 
removed and the affected area should be 
gently flushed with water for 15 minutes. 

The chemical is regulated by the Coast 
Guard as a Subchapter 0 commodity for 
shipment by tank barge and tankship (Pa r ts 
151 and 150, respective ly , of Title 46 of the 
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Code of Federa l Regulations). The Depa r tm ent 
ofTrunspo rtatio n regul ates propion ic acid as 
corros ive a nd requi res that it be labeled as such. 
It. is found on page 8206 of the International 
Dan ger ous Good (lMUG) Code a nd is ass igned to 
l Iaxard Class 8 by the International Mari t ime 
Organization . 

Chemical Name: Propionic Acid 

Synonyms: ethyl carbonic acid, metacetonic 
acid , methylacetic acid, propanoic acid 

Physical Properties 
boiling point : 1410C (2860F) 

freezing point: -210C {-60F) 

vapor pressure : 200C (68oF) 2.5mmHg 
vapor density (air = 1): 2.56 

Flammability Limits in Air : 2.9% 

Combustion Properties 
flash point: 1400F
 
autoignition : 9550F
 

U.N. Number : 1848 

CHRIS Code: PNA 

Cargo Compatibility Group: 4 (Organic 
Acids) 

"Can't you Just relax on your leave Instead 01 trying 10 

guess how many mistakes your crews are making?" 

Nautical Queries
 

The follo wing items are exa mples of 
quest ions incl ude d in th e T hird Male througli 
Master exa mina tions and th e Third Ass istant 
Engineer through Chie f Engineer examinatio ns : 

Engineer 

1. Which s ta teme nt is t ru e concerning fire hose 
in the engine room of a tank vessel? 

A.	 It mu st be pai nted or branded with the
 
name of the s h ip.
 

B.	 :\" atiuna l Standard fir e hose coup ling 
th reads sh all be used havin g 9 threads per 
inch for 2-l/2 . inch hose and 7- 112 th reads 
per inch for 1-1/2-i nc h hose . 

C.	 In heavy weather, t he hose may be
 
re moved tem porarily fro m the hydrant.
 

D.	 All of the above. 

Reference: 46 CFR 32.05-5 

2. Dissolved and s uspe nd ed so lids in boiler
 
water are kept at minimu m lev el s by .
 

A.	 using on ly volatil e che mi ca ls 
8 .	 blowing down th e boil er fre quen tl y 
C.	 trea lin g th e boi ler wa tel" with pho spha te s 
O. introducing oxygen sca venging ch emical s 

into th e bo iler wat er 

Reference: NAVI' i'; }{S I O!) :~6 · D, )lIJil,'rma n I 
&C 

3. At high pressures , a n O-I'ing has u te nde ncy 
to extrude into the clearance sp ace between 
mati ng parts or a hyd rau lic actuato r. Wh at 
component prevents th is? 

A.	 Doubl e seal ring 
B.	 La the cu t ri ng 
C.	 13 ack-up ring 
D.	 Sta tic wash er 

Reference: Oster , Bas ic Appli ed Flu id Power 

Proceedings of the Marine Safery Council - October 7988 



206 

4. Which diesel e ng ine cylinder liner has 
internal cooling water passages? 

A.	 In terna lly finn ed line r 
R.	 Externally finn ed liner 
C.	 Wet liner 
D.	 Integral liner 

Reference: Stinson, Diesel Engineering 
Handbook 

5. When a fluorescent lamp fails to light the 
trouble ran be in the _ 

A.	 lump 
B.	 starter 
C.	 ballast 
O.	 any of the above 

Heference: Hubert, Preventive Maintenan ce of 
Electrical Equipment 

Deck 

1. The AM VER system requires . 

A.	 sai ling plans to be sent within 8 hours of 
departure 

B.	 more frequent reports in heavy weather 
C.	 arr-ival reports to he sent within 8 hours of 

arrival 
D.	 a position report within 24 hours of 

departure 

Reference: Radio Naoigational Aids 

2. Which of the following s te ps should normally 
be taken first by those who have boarded a 
l ife boa t in a n em ergency s ituati on'? 

A.	 Rationing food a nd wa ter s upplies. 
B.	 T aking an ti -seasi ck ness pills . 
C .	 Detcrm ining posi t ion a nd closes t point of 

land . 
D.	 Checking pyrotechnic supplies. 

Reference: Seaman's Internationa l U nion, 
Wal er S urlJ ill(L! Manual 

3. A patient in s hoc k s ho u ld he pl aced in wh ich 
poaition? 

A.	 I lead up and feet down . 
B.	 Head down and feet up. 
C.	 Flat on back with head and feet at th 

same lev e l. 
D.	 Arms above the head. 

Reference: Ship's Medical Chest; Medica l A id 
alSea 

4. What is the mark on a lead line indica t ing 3 
fathoms? 

A.	 While linen rag. 
B.	 I{cd woolen rag. 
C.	 Three knots . 
D.	 Three strips of leather. 

Reference: Turpin, Merchant Ma ri ne Offi cer 's 
Handbook 

5. Wh ile at your li fe boa t.s tation , you hea r <l 

signal con si s t ing of one s hor t blas t of the 
whistle . This ind ica tes 

A.	 abandon s h ip 
B.	 com me nce lowering boa ts 
C.	 stop lowering boats 
D.	 secur e from boat sta tions 

Reference: 46 CVH 97 .1~ I.') 

Answers 

Engineer 
I -A ; 2·D; 3 -C; 4-0 ; 5-D 
De<:k 
1-0; 2-B; 3-B; 4-0; 5 B 

If you have U rt ) ' q u esl io n s concerning 
"Nautical Querles. ~ pl ease contact Cornmaruii ng 
Of{i.cer , U .S. Coast (Iuard inst it ut e (m vp) , P.O. 
Substat ior: 18, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73/ 69 : 
telephon e (405) 686 -44 J7.r 
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Keynotes
 

Final Rule 

eGO 87-031a. Posting Requirement for Placard 
of Lifesaving Signals and Breeches Buoy 
Instructions, Form CG-811 (July 22) 

The Coa st Guard is a me nding its 
rcgulat ions r equir in g me rch a n t vesse ls to post 
Furin CG-lH I , entitl ed "Lifesaving Signals, 
Helicopter Recovery Procedures , and Breeches 
Buoy lnstruct ions," in the pi lothouse and 
sevorul oth er loca t ions throughout the vesse I. 
This rule wil l a me nd the regu lations by 
removing th e requiremen t tha t Form CG-Sl1 be 
posted in va rious locations throu ghout the 
vessel, and req uir e only t ha t it be re adily 
availuble to t he deck officer of the watch , This 
action reduces the bu rde n on the public of 
posting a nd mainta ining several copies of Form 
CO-811 and a lso reduces Coast Guard operating 
costs for pri n t ing, stocking , distributing, and 
inspec t ing the document. 

The cffccti Vf.> date is .Ju ly 22, 1988 , For 
further information, contact the Coast Guard's 
Office of Marine Safety, Security and 
Environmental Protection, telephone (202) 267­
1055. 

CGD 88-051, Delegation of Authority Under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act (CERClA) as 
Amended by the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act (August 11) 

These rules de lega te authority to Coast 
Guard officia ls to perform pollution response 
funct ions un der t he Comprehensive 
Env ironmenta l Response , Compensation, and 
Liabili ty Act of 1980 (C ERC LA), as amended by 
the Su pe r fund Amendments and 
Rea uthor iza t ion Act of 1986 (SAKi\). These 
law s provide author ity to respond to releases of 
hazardou s subs ta nces , pollutants, and 
contaminants into the environment. The 
delegations will allow filed commands to 

respond rapidl y to releases from ves sel s and 
faci liti es in the coastal zone. 

The offecti ve date is A ugu st 11, 1988 . For 
more information, contact LT Dan R. 
Williamson , (2021 267-04:1 -1. 

CGD 87-016, Emergency Position Indicating 
Radio Beacons for Uninspected Fishing, Fish 
Processing, and Fish Tending Vessels (August 
11) 

The Coast Gu ard is amending the 
uninspected vessel regulations by requiring' 
emergency position indicating radio beacons 
(EPI Rl1s) to be carried on uni nspect ed fishing, 
fish processin g, and fish tender vessels operating 
on the hi gh seas. The Coast Guard 
Authorization Act of 1986 a me nded the shipping' 
la ws of the L. nitcd St atcs by requiring t hose 
ves.~c I::; to ha ve t he number n.nd type of EPrREs 
prescribed by regulation . By implementing the 
law , the regulations will ensure rapid and 
effective search and rescue during emergency 
situations. 

The effective dale is October :3 , 1988 , For 
further informa tion, cuntad LCD/{ Stanford W. 
Deno, cW2) 2G7-1444. 

eGO 84-024. Intervals for Drydocking and 
Tailshaft Examination on Inspected Vessels 
(August 24) 

The Coast Guard is amending the 
intorva ls bet ween drydock and tailshaft 
examinations by extending them in most cases 
for certain c lasses of vessels. These changes wi JI 
dec rease the cost incurred by t h e marine 
industry in meeting these examinat ion 
requirements and align t he intervals with those 
specified by the various classifi cation societies 
and the inte r va ls currently under consideration 
i nlerna t iona lly. 

These rules are eITecti ve on September 
23,1988. For more informat ion, contact LeUR 
Geoffrey D. Powers, (202) 267-1185. 
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Advance Notice of Proposed
 
Rulemaking
 

CGD 88-011, Private Electronic Aid to Marine 
Navigation (July 22) 

The Coast Guard is con s idering amending 
its regu la ti on s to pe rmit pr iva te radio aids to 

mari ne naviga tion . Presen t regu la t ions prohibit 
a ll private rad io a ids , with the exception of radar 
beacons and shore ba sed rada r stations, and may 
unnecessa r ily re str ict the ma r ine r from making 
maximum use of a va iJab le tech nology . The 
Coa st Gua rd wi ll also be examining the 
regulati ons perta ining to vessels that are 
req ui red to cur ry an electro n ic posi t.ion fixing' 
devic ' . T he Coast Gua rd is reques t ing 
commen ts in t hese a reas Lo assist it in drafting 
new regul a t ions . 

Commen ts mus t be received on or before 
December 2, 1988. a nd shou ld be ma iled to 
Commandan t (G-LRA-212 1) (CG O 88-011), U.S. 
Coas t Guard, Washington, DC 20593-0001. For 
further infor ma ti on, con tact LT George f J. Self, 
.Jr., (202) 267 -0287. 

Interim Rule with Requests for 
Comments 

CGO 81-101, Pollution Rules for Ships carrying 
Hazardous Liquids; Interim Rule (August 1) 

The Coast Guard is mak ing some changes 
Lo its regul ations that implement Annex II of the 
1978 Protocol to the International Convention 
for the Prevun Lion of Po 11 uLion fro In Sh ips, 1973 
(MARPOL 73178), These cha nges correct some 
errors and di screpa ncies between the 
regulations a nd Annex If ofMAH.POL 73178. 
The changes in this interim rule al ign the 
regulat.ions wit h t he conventi on . 

T he effect ive da le is August 31, 1988 . 
Commen ts m us t be s ubm itted on or before 
September 15, 1988. to Commandant lG-Ll{A­
2/211 (CG D HI 1011, U.S . Coast.Guard, 
Washington, OC 20593-0001. For fur ther 
information , con tact Mr. Robert M. Query. (202) 
267-J 217 . 

Request for Applicants/Applications 

eGO 88-068, Chemical Transportation Advisory 
Committee; Request for Applications (August 
17) 

The Coast Guard is seeking applications 
for appointment to membership on the Chemical 
Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC). 
This committee advises the Chief, Office of 
Marine Sa fety , Security and Envlronrnentul 
Protection on regulatory requirements for 
promoting safety in the transportation of 
hazardous matcria ls on vessels and the transfer 
of these materials between vessels and 
waterfront fa cil it ies . 

Applications will be considered for eight 
expiring terms and any other existing vacancies. 
To achieve the balance of membership required 
by the Federal Advisory Committee Act, the 
Coast Guard is especially interested in 
appl ications fro m minorities and women . 

The Committee usually meets at least 
once H year in Washington, DC. with 
subcommittee mee t ings fo r specific problems on 
an as -required basis . 

Requests for applicut.ions s hou ld be 
rece ived 110 later than December 1, 1988. Apply 
to Commandant (G-MTfl -l), U.S. Coast Guard, 
2100 Second sr., SW. Washington , DC 20593­
0001, or call CDH Ronald Tanner, (202) 267­
1217. 

Interpretation of Rules 

CGO 88-062, Ventilation Penetrations of Fire 
Rated Boundary Bulkheads (August 23) 

Thi s notice clarifi es existing Coat Guard 
and interna tional re gul a ti ons concerning 
ventilation penetrations in fire rated boundary 
bulkheads. Various appeals from vessel 
construction requirements have revealed that 
the regula tions arc be ing mismterpretcd by 
portions of the domestic shipbuilding industry. 
The in tended effect of this Noti ce is to 
demonstrate that return air duets wh ich are not 
connected to t.he venti lat iun s ys te m . called 
balancing or jumper ducts, whi ch pcnctrntc fi re 
rated boundary bulkheads, are prohibited . TIH~ 

result will be a savings in time and cos ts 
associated with correcting the impermissible 
penetra tions. 

For furth er in for ma t ion, contact CDn 
Gordon 0. Marsh, Chief, Ship Desi gn Branch, 
telephone (202) 267-2997. 
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Check Your Reach Rods
 
Reach rods allow t he 

ma nua l op 'ration of remote 
va lves that arc important for 
ba llas a nd other sh ip's 
sys tems. In many ca se reach 
rods prov ide the only me a ns of 
turn ing va lves that a re located 
in the same compartme nt t hey 
support . I t is the refore 
possible foroa tank to be flooded 
without a ny discharge 
capability if these rod s pa r t . 

Recent ly, a vesse l 
discovered the importance of 
ma inta in ing reach rods when 
it repor t that four of the rods in 
the forepea k ba lla s t tank we re 
shea red while the fo repca k 
was open to the sea. The 
ba llas t line-up was such that 
neithe r the forepeak ballast 
pump, no,"the ed uctor to the 
fir e mai n cou ld be used to str ip 
the ta nk . T here wa s no way to 
cha ng e th is line-u p s ince the 
reach rods had fa iled . In 
addition, portable pumps were 
not adequa te to keep up wi th 
the in gress of sea wa te r. T h is 
allo w ed the forepeak 1.0 flood to 
the level of t he vesse l's forward 
draft . 

To solve t he p rob lem , 
the ship was t rimmed by the 
stern , lower ing the forepea k 
innage to a manageable leve l 
for ta nk en try wh ile the vesse l 
was in por t. Wurk ing in 5 fee t 
of wa te r, a d iver bypassed the 
seve re d re ach rods a nd lined 
up the sys tem for di scharge so 
t ha t t he tank co uld be s t r ipped 
and secured. A11 reach rods 
were then ins pected and 
rep a ired. 

Of cou rse, all four re ach 
rods di d not s hea r 
s im ul taneous ly . T hey 
undoubtedly fa iled one at a 
time un t i l s udde n ly th e re wa s 

no re ma in ing capability to 
ba lla s t t he forepeak . T he 
situa tio n wa s further 
complicated by the fact tha t 
the last reach rod failed whe n 
t he sy ste m wa s lined up for 
flood ing. 

T hi s avo idable in cid nt 
shows what ca n go wrong when 
defec t ive eq u ipmen t. is not 
repa ired im med ia tel y. A "wait 
until tomor ro w" a t t itude is 
extr eme ly da nge rous . 
Forepeak rea ch ro ds arc 
exposed to salt water corrosion 
and significa n to rq u ing 

stresses. W it hout prope r 
maintena nce they will 
undoubtedly se ize or shear 
aga in. Every vessel should 
ensure all reach rods are 
prope rly lubri cated and 
mai nta ined to pe r form as 
re q ui red . Neve r com p rom ise 
the vesse l because of poor 
ma intenance, and ne ve r 
pos t pone needed re pairs j us t 
beca use it looks like the s h ip 
ca n "do wit hou t" for a whi le . 

(Reprinted from 
hevron Sa!lly Bulle/in, ,June 

1988.)1 
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