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SIGHAT URE OF PINAL ACT OF THE INWLQﬁQTIOﬁAu CON“ﬂREECE on
mONNAGE MEASUREMENT OF SHIPS, 1969 S

The FPRESIDENT opened the Final Act for signature by
‘members of all delegatlons which had @aft1c1pate& in the

Connference,

The Final Act was accordlngly 31gned by the delegatlons_
of the f0110W1ng oounbrleS°

Argentina
Australisa
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Camercon
Canads

China, Republic of L

Czechoslovakla
Denmark .
Federal Republic of
GFermany :
Finland
France
Ghana .
Greece.
Iceland .
- Indlsa
“Indonesis
Treland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Korea, Republic of

Kuwait

"Tiveria

Malagasy Republlc

lexico

Hetherlands

New Zealand

Nigeria

Norway

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

Poland -

Portugal

South Africa

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Union of Sovzet T
Socialist Republlcs

United Arab Republic..

United Kingdom

United States of America

Venezuela

Viet-Nam, Republic of

Yugoslavia
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SIGNATURE OF INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON TONNAGE MEASUREMENT
OF SHIPS, 1969

The PRESIDENT opened the Convention for signature by all
delcgations having full powers, pointing out that, if any
signature was to be subject to subsequent acceptance, the
delegation concerned mustAstate this before 51gn1ng and
annotate 1ts signature to that effect.

The Convention was accordingly signed by the delegaticns
of the following countries:

Argentina Korea, Republic of
Belgium Kuwa it
Brazil ' Liberia
Bulgaria Norway
Canada ' Pakistan
China, Republic of : Pnilippines
Denmark Poland
federal Republic of Portugal

Germany _ Switzerland
Finlang Union of Soviet
Ghana ‘ Socialist Republics
Greece : , United Arab Republlc
JTeeland United Kingdom
Indonesia . United States of America
Ireland. , Venezuela
Israel . - Yugoslavia
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_ M, ROCQULMONE (France) sald he was unable to 51gn bhe-:
Oonvenﬁlon and made the f0110w1ng statement:

Sn(1) Owing to the change in government takiﬁg»place
this very day in France, the French delegation.
'is unable to sign the Convention here and now.
It wishes to meke it quite clear, however, that =
the reasons for which it is postponirg sgignature
are purely formaol ones,.

(2) The French delegation notes that the Convention o
’ fails to satisfy it on various peints; in particular,
~ the determination of net tonnage is not such as will
'_facilitate the establishment of an cbjective system
of charges for port services and may have an aﬁti—.f.
economic influence on the structure of such charges -

prcve necessary o revert to this point atb a later
stuge. - o '
(3)' Wevertheless, in a splrat of goo&w111 and COﬂClllaﬁJOﬂy
" the delegation will propoae $o the French government

“that it grant the necessary powers for the 51gnature of
the Convention in the near future”. '

| .Thé'PRESiDENT ennounced that fertywsevem States had 51ﬁned
‘thé.Final Act and thirty-one the Convention; - the signature of._

"as well as on ship design itself. Tt conld therefore

V'the Urited Arab Republic had been accompaﬁied_byra_reservation.q_ -”' 

The signing of the Final Act and of the Convention completed the -
work of the Conference. |

CLOSURE OF CONFERENCE

The PRESIDENT expressed his thanks to those who had elected
him, in particuler the United Kingdom delegation, and his
gppreciation of the gpiric of co-operation and willingness to
compronise shown by all participants in reaching a solution
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to the btangled problem of tonnﬂﬂe rea ureMenu. That IMCO hed
‘now reached naturity was due no% only to the work of its %kmbers
but also to the remarkable efficiency of the Secretariat, which
had never been moxe in evidence than at the present Conference,
and he paid tribute to the work of the Chairmen and Secretaries
of the General and Technical Committees, and of all IMCO's
officers and staff, |

Mr. PROSSER (UK) said he hoped the Corference had achieved
something of lasting benefit, It had been a noast enjoyable
experience for his delegation to act as host to the Conference,
He expressed his appreciation of the work of the IMCO Secretarlat
and of the admirabie way the President had conducted the
deliberaticns,

Mr, KOLBSNICHENKO (USSR) associated himself with the tributes
paid to the President, to the Chairmen of tlie Conferencots
Committees, ard to the IMCO staff.

- Mr. SUZUKI . (Japan) said the Convention was a step forward
towards an eventual unified international tonnage measurement
_ systém, and his delegation would make every effort to ratify
-1t in the near futvre. - He hoped that the . gpirit of do—operation

ure succe the
ghown at the Gonference would agsure the SA e eFr dug Sl

.Cogggg%%%°. The solution resched had unavoidably been a compfomlc _
but his delegaulon would continue to strive towards a better one.
- e thanked the President for his excellent leadership, and the

Chairmen and Secretaries of the Committees for their useful woxrk.
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Mr, GUPTL (India) said that he wished to associate

his delegation with the remarks of the previous sgpeakers. The -
Conference had been very fortunabe in its choice of Presgident.
Special tributes were also due to the Chairrmen of the Technical .
Cormittee for his consideration and patience, to the host comnbtwy
and ite delegation for their hospitality and to the Secretariat
of IMCO for its efficiency,

Mr, WIE (Norway) expresged the hope that Governments |
would ratify the Convention inm o spirit of compronise; so that
shipowners and port authorities could benefit from it, The _
guccess of the Conference was due in greot neasure to the qualltles
of ites Presgident. Particular thanks were to be paid to the _
Secretary~General of IMCO and his staff for their work and to the':
hoest country for its hosp¢ta11tya '

My, MURPHY {(USA) said that the world now had an opporfumiﬁy- 
to consider a itonnage measurenent procedure which was logical and

far simpler thaon the existing systens. Those whose task it woald_ﬁ f5

be to agsess it should reallize that the Conference had considered .
not only the technical aspects of tonnage neasurenent but also |
the future econonice of the shipping industry. His delegation
hoped that the Convention would come into force quickly., It
associated itself with the tributes and thanks eXpressed by
previocus speakers,

Mr, ROCQUEMONT (France) said that his delegation warmly :_
azsocioted - itself with the tributes paid to the President of the
Conference, the Chairman of its Cormittees and the Secretariat
of IHCO,.

The PRESIDENT declared the Conference closed.

The neeting rose at 12,20 p.n
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