USCG0040283/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Friday, May 04, 2018 8:24:48 AM

Name: Rolland Graham
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:

Exemption 6

Mailing address:
City: Mission Viejo
State: CA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040293/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Thursday, May 03, 2018 9:40:17 PM

Name: Jeremy Goodin
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Olney
State: MT
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040303/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Thursday, May 03, 2018 7:39:28 PM

Name: Bernard Hines
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Huntsville
State: AL
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040313/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 02, 2018 7:46:44 PM

Name: Jerrod Shouse
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Oklahoma City
State: OK
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits. Thank you!

USCG0040323/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 02, 2018 1:55:15 PM

Name: Edwin Rahn
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Ossian
State: IN
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040333/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 02, 2018 12:03:36 PM

Name: Edward Leu
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Topeka
State: KS
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040343/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 02, 2018 9:11:40 AM

Name: Cathleen Yochheim
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Bonners Ferry
State: ID
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040353/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 02, 2018 3:05:50 AM

Name: Douglas Baskett
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Portland
State: OR
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040363/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 11:21:43 PM

Name: Nigel Feldman
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Kennewick
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040373/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 10:28:43 PM

Name: Mark Lowary
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Kennewick
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040383/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 8:45:41 PM

Name: Jason Landon
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Naples
State: ID
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040393/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 7:24:23 PM

Name: Joseph Rizzotti
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Arlington
State: TX
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040403/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 6:47:37 PM

Name: Teresa Simpson
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address: 2503 Wayne Dr
City: Greenfield
State: IN
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040413/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 5:48:04 PM

Name: Matt Ewers
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Spokane
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040423/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 5:41:12 PM

Name: Tara Jacobs
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Auburn
State: KS
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040433/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 4:51:03 PM

Name: Jeffrey Zappen
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Port Orchard
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040443/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 4:27:28 PM

Name: Denise Dombrowski
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:

Exemption 6

Mailing address:
City: Sandpoint
State: ID
Records Request Description: As a resident of Bonner County since 2000, rail noise is a
challenge. w We are asking the U.S Coast Guard to perform a full E.I.S. before any
construction is started. We do not need additional tracks going thru our beautiful Sand
Creek/Pend Oreille watershed The water, wildlife, families and everyone will have a difficult
time enjoying our area with all this construction. There is really no need for it. We can wait
and be patient for trains to take turns going thru the area. Thank you so much for considering
this issue. Denise Dombrowski and family

USCG0040453/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 3:23:47 PM

Name: Thomas Jones
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Bonners Ferry
State: ID
Records Request Description: Before there was an Idaho, the right-of-way for the railroad
bridge over lake Ponderay was already in existence. The BNSF is now investing millions in
the Pacific Northwest to speed up rail transit. They should be allowed to use their property as
they see fit. There will be negligible negative impact on the region, but untold positive
benefits. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040463/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 9:40:45 AM

Name: Kenneth McVicker
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Topeka
State: KS
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040473/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 7:10:12 AM

Name: Chris Yeoman
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Gering
State: NE
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040483/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 01, 2018 1:31:43 AM

Name: Antonio Jones
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Memphis
State: TN
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040493/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Monday, April 30, 2018 9:49:59 PM

Name: Kristin Mangino
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Vancouver
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040503/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Monday, April 30, 2018 9:41:41 PM

Name: Richard Scheidt
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Forsyth
State: MT
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040513/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Monday, April 30, 2018 7:55:09 PM

Name: Robert fretz
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Edmonds
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040523/27

USCG0040533/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Thursday, May 03, 2018 12:18:41 PM

Name: Virginia Thompson
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Kennewick
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040543/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Friday, May 04, 2018 8:24:48 AM

Name: Rolland Graham
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:

Exemption 6

Mailing address:
City: Mission Viejo
State: CA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040553/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Thursday, May 03, 2018 9:40:17 PM

Name: Jeremy Goodin
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Olney
State: MT
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040563/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Thursday, May 03, 2018 7:39:28 PM

Name: Bernard Hines
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Huntsville
State: AL
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040573/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Monday, May 07, 2018 7:11:56 AM

Name: Tony Ciddio
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Philadelphia
State: PA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040583/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Sunday, May 06, 2018 10:03:19 PM

Name: Laurence Orr
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Lompoc
State: CA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040593/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Saturday, May 05, 2018 4:44:12 PM

Name: Helen Newton
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Sandpoint
State: ID
Records Request Description: I support the 2nd railroad bridge at Sandpoint.

USCG0040603/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Saturday, May 05, 2018 4:42:08 PM

Name: Helen Newton
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Sandpoint
State: ID
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040613/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Saturday, May 05, 2018 3:48:40 PM

Name: Andrew Holt
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Saint Paul
State: MN
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040623/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Saturday, May 05, 2018 1:14:07 PM

Name: Rick Lagrutta
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Linden
State: CA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040633/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Monday, May 07, 2018 2:14:27 PM

Name: Jacob Sass
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Auburn
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040643/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Monday, May 07, 2018 2:07:20 PM

Name: David Bates
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Ludington
State: MI
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040653/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Monday, May 07, 2018 4:47:12 PM

Name: Daniel Henry
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Waxahachie
State: TX
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040663/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 09, 2018 6:17:06 AM

Name: Derek Verbrugge
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Moscow
State: ID
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040673/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 08, 2018 8:53:33 PM

Name: Lawrence Owen
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Bolingbrook
State: IL
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040683/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 08, 2018 7:53:08 PM

Name: Luke Hendrix
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Roanoke
State: TX
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040693/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 08, 2018 6:52:25 PM

Name: Robert Williams
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Windom
State: MN
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits. Bob
Williams

USCG0040703/27

May 9, 2018
Subj: Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) railroad bridge expansion project (USACE
Application No. NWW-2007-01202)

The New Progressive Alliance at http://www.newprogs.org/ urges you to reject BNSF’s
proposal to build three new rail bridges in the Sand Creek/Lake Pend Oreille watershed.
Please consider the following adverse effects:
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Lake Pend Oreille is the biggest fresh water Lake in Idaho. Lake Pend Oreille is Idaho’s
largest and deepest lake. It is home to threatened bull trout and an entire ecosystem of
aquatic life; the lake provides a regional drinking water source and is a major tourism
asset. In 2017 alone, four trains derailed in this area near waterways. Just a single fossil
fuel train derailment could damage and change Lake Pend Oreille forever.
Water quality – increased transport of hazardous materials through the watershed and the
possibility of derailment into our local waterways threatens water quality.
Wildlife habitat – filling wetland and nearshore areas of the lake for additional bridge
construction damages sensitive wildlife habitat beyond repair. The proposed project is
within the range of bull trout and its critical habitat.
Traffic – increased train traffic flow through at-grade rail crossings may cause more
traffic congestion, not less, as proposed by BNSF. Rail traffic is expected to increase to
114 trains per day (from 58 per day now) by 2025.
Emergency response – increased train traffic flow through at-grade rail crossings may
cause emergency response delays.
Noise – increased train traffic may result in more whistle-related noise pollution at and
around rail crossings.
Economy – increased train traffic may impact local businesses, property values,
aesthetics and the tourism industry.

USCG0040713/27

The proposal is to build three new rail bridges in the Sand Creek/Lake Pend Oreille watershed
and the record on transportation of fossil fuels is not good. We should not be expanding unsafe
fuel transportation with pipelines, trains, and other devices. (See reference 536. For a list of
pipeline accidents since 2000 see reference 3296.) There has been a huge expansion in pipelines
and dangerous fuel transportation by rail and truck.
For verification see references 7, 8, 11, 13, 18, 19, 24, 31, 47, 55, 57, 62, 138, 154, 165, 214,
304, 310, 319, 331, 335, 337, 338, 341, 381, 383, 384, 395, 427, 447, 457, 487, 501, 508, 510,
512, 530, 536, 538, 539, 543, 548, 549, 566, 567, 568 - 574, 577, 578, 586 - 588, 596 - 598, 605,
606, 640, 721 - 724, 734 - 736, 778 - 780, 784, 849 - 855, 891, 974 - 981, 1081, 1082 - 1093,
1120, 1204 - 1212, 1354, 1389 - 1430, 1564-1565, 1603-1619, 1695-1697, 1734-1737, 1742,
1743, 1775, 1792-1809, 1978-1986, 2155-2175, 2242, 2251, 2320, 2459-2468, 2575-2579, 2812,
2825-2834, 2987-2989, 3175, 3189, 3231, 3284-3315, 3494-3496, 3882-3887, 3916, 3917 of this
article “The Environment” located at:
http://www.newprogs.org/the_environment_under_the_democratic_republican_uniparty
The proposed project involving three bridges encourages rail activity with cumulative impacts
that affect communities far beyond Sandpoint, Bonner County and North Idaho. The New
Progressive Alliance urges you to reject BNSF’s proposal to build three new rail bridges in the
Sand Creek/Lake Pend Oreille watershed.

Sincerely,

Ed Griffith
New Progressive Alliance
1000 17th Ave. #306
Longview, WA 98632-2358

USCG0040723/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 09, 2018 3:26:38 PM

Name: Gary Seymour
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:

Exemption 6

Mailing address:
City: West Bend
State: WI
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040733/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 09, 2018 6:40:55 PM

Name: Robert Rynerson
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Denver
State: CO
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. I have traveled this route on trains of the Northern Pacific
Railway and Amtrak -- as long ago as 1966 and as recently as 2015 and enjoyable times in
between. This direct route makes the most sense to keep attractive passenger service, with all
its environmental benefits. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040743/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 09, 2018 6:10:37 PM

Name: John Hjaltalin
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Spokane
State: WA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040753/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Thursday, May 10, 2018 11:12:45 PM

Name: Ray Thomas
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Long Beach
State: CA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040763/27

USCG0040773/27

USCG0040783/27

USCG0040793/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Sunday, May 13, 2018 1:46:19 PM

Name: Jesus Ramos
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Brooklyn
State: NY
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040803/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Sunday, May 13, 2018 6:42:57 AM

Name: David Wilson
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Signal Mountain
State: TN
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.

USCG0040813/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Saturday, May 12, 2018 10:48:14 AM

Name: Paul Von Berg
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Newport Beach
State: CA
Records Request Description: I am writing to affirm my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector project and urge your swift approval of the permits needed for construction. The
project represents a significant private investment to enhance the rail network while taking
deliberate steps to protect the local environment. It is a project worthy of an expedited
approval. The Pacific Northwest economy is driven in large part by hundreds of industries,
including agriculture and manufacturing firms, which depend on a world-class transportation
network to get their goods to market. Thankfully, companies like BNSF Railway recognize
this need and are willing to spend millions of dollars annually to keep our rail network
healthy. In addition to supporting our regional trade-based economy, this project will
immediately improve the efficiency of the overall rail network while also mitigating potential
impacts to the community. The proposal to build a bridge and second track across Lake Pend
Oreille when completed would allow trains to run in both directions, reducing the need for
engineers to stop as they wait for clearance to cross. In turn, this project will mean shorter wait
times on nearby roads and streets that cross BNSF tracks. By improving the efficiency of the
line, this will also increase the safety of train traffic in the region. And on top of the projects
value to the rail network, BNSF is committed to the highest standards for safety. BNSF is well
prepared to deal with sensitive areas like Lake Pend Oreille, and maintains highly-detailed
response plans for environmentally sensitive regions. The reality is rail is among the safest,
most efficient and environmentally friendly ways to ship commodities. The best thing we can
do is support proposals such as Sandpoint that will improve the system, increase safety, while
protecting the environment. Sandpoint is a model proposal in many regards with significant
support. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for the Sandpoint Junction
Connector. I strongly urge your timely approval of the projects necessary permits.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:37:48 PM

Name: William Edwards
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:

Exemption 6

Mailing address:
City: Livingston
State: MT
Records Request Description: I support the bridge prodject in Sand Point.

USCG0042423/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Rourk Price
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:37:04 PM

I support the BNSF bridge project
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042433/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36:58 PM

Name: Shelly Goff
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Missoula
State: MT
Records Request Description: Sandpoint bridge support

USCG0042443/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nick McAtee
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36:34 PM

I support the addition of another rail bridge at sandpoint.
Nick McAtee | Manager Of Train Operations | Montana Rail Link, Inc | 101 International
Drive | Missoula, MT 59808 | Office: 406-523-1507

USCG0042453/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jacquie Duhame
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36:23 PM

I support the second rail bridge at Sandpoint.

USCG0042463/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Shane Arneson
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36:22 PM

I support the 2nd bridge for rail traffic.
Get Outlook for Android

USCG0042473/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brent Mueller
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36:22 PM

I support BNSF's second bridge project at Sandpoint, ID.

USCG0042483/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36:22 PM

Name:
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City:
State: ID
Records Request Description: I support the second railroad bridge project by BNSF

USCG0042493/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stacy Posey
Comments
I support the new Sandpoint bridge
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36:22 PM

Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042503/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ray Cornell
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36:22 PM

I support the second bridge in Sandpoint.
Ray

USCG0042513/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

KATRINA RYAN
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:56 PM

I support the 2nd rail bridge at Sandpoint!
Katrina Ryan
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

USCG0042523/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

S Boaz
Comments
Support bridge project
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:54 PM

USCG0042533/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tom Coston
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:54 PM

I support construction of a second railroad bridge at Sandpoint, ID!
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042543/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Fotis A. Vatoussis
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:54 PM

I support the 2nd bridge in Idaho for bnsf.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

USCG0042553/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:50 PM

Name: Kelly Allison
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Missoula
State: MT
Records Request Description: I support the bridge

USCG0042563/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jody Verity
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:45 PM

I support the second bridge in Sandpoint.
Jody Verity
Director Human Resources
Montana Rail Link
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042573/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mike Rahl
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:41 PM

I support the new bridge at Sandpoint.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042583/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tony Bacino
Comments
Sandpoint rail bridge
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:38 PM

I support the railroad bridge
Sent from my Verizon Smartphone

USCG0042593/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Russ Young
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:36 PM

I support the second rail bridge BNSF has proposed.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042603/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bruce Young
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:35 PM

I support the BNSF bridge project.
Thank you,
Bruce

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

USCG0042613/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Chris Seymour
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:32 PM

I support the second rail bridge in Sandpoint, Idaho.
Chris Seymour
Roadmaster
Montana Rail Link
Belgrade, MT

Exemption 6

USCG0042623/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cory Cromwell
Comments
Rail bridge
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:32 PM

I support the second rail bridge!!
Cory Cromwell

USCG0042633/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

ALEXANDRIA RYBICKI
Comments
. Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:25 PM

I support the second railroad bridge in Sandpoint.

USCG0042643/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Chris Cline
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:25 PM

I support the 2nd railroad bridge in Idaho.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042653/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:21 PM

Name:
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City:
State: MT
Records Request Description: I support the bridge at Sandy Point.

USCG0042663/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nicholas McAtee
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:20 PM

I support the adding of an additional rail bridge in sandpoint.

USCG0042673/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:18 PM

Name: Debbie Marshall
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Missoula
State: MT
Records Request Description: Bridge support

Exemption 6

USCG0042683/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bobby Selby
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:11 PM

I support the second bridge at Sandpoint Idaho.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042693/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Haley Kramer
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:08 PM

I support the second rail bridge in Sand Point, ID.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042703/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lee Kinser
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:08 PM

I support second railroad bridge in Idaho
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042713/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dave Schuyler
Comments
2nd rail bridge
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:05 PM

I support the 2nd BNSF Rail bridge at Sandpoint
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042723/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cullen Huntley
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:03 PM

I support the second rail bridge in Sandpoint.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042733/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Derek Ollmann (SRY)
Comments
bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:35:01 PM

I support the proposed rail bridge.
Derek Ollmann
SRY Rail Link

USCG0042743/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joe Racicot
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:57 PM

I support the bridge.
Get Outlook for Android

USCG0042753/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brittney Gardner
Comments
2nd bridge
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:56 PM

I support the 2nd bridge in Sandpoint
Brittney Gardner
Manager Procurement
Missoula, MT

Exemption 6

USCG0042763/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

AJ Erdman
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:53 PM

I support the second tail bridge at Sandpointe.
AJ Erdman

USCG0042773/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Robert Foote Jr
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:50 PM

I support the second bridge for rail traffic at Sandpoint.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042783/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jeremy Langendorff
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:48 PM

I support the second bridge at sandpoint
J.M.Langendorff
Laurel Terminal Trainmaster
Sent by my Google Pixel Phone

Exemption 6

USCG0042793/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tom Walsh
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:46 PM

I support the Second rail bridge at Sandpoint.

USCG0042803/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Daniel Sherwood
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:41 PM

I support the second rail bridge at Sandpoint
Dan Sherwood

USCG0042813/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kathy Mahoney
Comments
Sandpoint bridge
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:30 PM

I support the bridge at Sandpoint

USCG0042823/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Phil Van Tassel
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:27 PM

I support the second rail bridge in Sandpoint.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042833/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dawn Taylor
Comments
Bridge Support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:26 PM

I support the second rail bridge in Sandpoint
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042843/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:25 PM

Name: Maggie Mccall
Contact Phone number:
E-mail address:

Exemption 6

Mailing address:
City: Missoula
State: MT
Records Request Description: I support the second bridge at Sandpoint.

USCG0042853/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tim McHugh (Montana Rail Link)
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:21 PM

Hello,
I support the second bridge at Sandpoint.
Thank you,
Tim McHugh
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042863/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mark Turner
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:19 PM

I support the second bridge!
Mark Turner
General Mechanical Foreman
2800 Shannon Road
Laurel, MT 59044
Office: (406) 628-3201
Cell:     
www.montanarail.com

Exemption 6

USCG0042873/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jason Herynk
Comments
Bridge support
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:16 PM

I support the second rail bridge in sandpoint.
Jh
Get Outlook for Android

USCG0042883/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Max Medlin
Comments
Standpoint Bridge
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:11 PM

I support the 2nd railway bridge in Sandpoint, ID. What a great idea!
Max

USCG0042893/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Derek Whittenburg
Comments
Bridge support.
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:34:06 PM

I support the second bridge for BNSF in sandpoint.
Sent from my iPhone

USCG0042903/27

Submitted via email to comments@idl.idaho.gov
Ms. Amidy Fuson
Resource Specialist Sr
Lands & Waterway - Public Trust
Pend Oreille Lake Supervisory Area
2550 Highway 2 West
Sandpoint, ID 83864
(208)263-5104
Re: Comments on Public Notice NWW-2007-01303 – BNSF Sandpoint Junction
Connector Project
Dear Ms. Fuson,
On behalf of itself and its members, Lake Pend Oreille Waterkeeper (hereinafter LPOW) submits
this comment letter in opposition to BNSF’s proposed Sandpoint Junction Connector Project
(Project) and requested authorizations from the Idaho Department of Lands.
As detailed herein the Project would threaten local water quality, aquatic life, habitat, public
health, welfare, diminish recreational opportunities, and negatively impact ecological and
aesthetic values by materially altering the bed and banks of Lake Pend Oreille and other
navigable waters of the state.
The Idaho Legislature clearly recognized the authority of the Board to deny encroachment
authorizations that negatively affect adjacent property and lake values such as navigation, fish
and wildlife habitat, aquatic life, recreation, aesthetic beauty and water quality. Idaho Code 581306(b). When an encroachment application is received, the Idaho Land Board is also instructed
to consider the justification of benefit (public or private) and the detrimental effects on real
property and lake value factors. 58-1306(d). Idaho’s administrative rules similarly expresses the
policy of the State in balancing protection of property, navigation, fish and wildlife habitat,
aquatic life, recreation, aesthetic beauty and water quality against the navigational or economic
necessity or justification for, or benefit received, from the proposed encroachment. IDAP
20.03.04.012.
We also note that Idaho has worked in partnership with the federal EPA for decades in
administering the Clean Water Act’s 404 Permit program, a pollution control mechanism aimed
directly at avoiding first, and mitigating if necessary, the discharge of dredge or fill into waters

USCG0042913/27

of the United States. While the Project’s request for 404 Permit approvals is subject to ultimate
approval by the U.S Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), the criteria for 404 permit decisions is
directly applicable to the Board’s consideration of encroachment authorizations for the Project.
I.e., the potential negative effects to water and public resources which the Legislature directed
the Board to consider in its decisionmaking, are the same criteria at issue under a 404 permit
proposal.
Below is a brief summary of reasonably foreseeable negative impacts the Project will cause or
incite in Lake Pend Oreille and Sand Creek, not to mention the nearby community of Sandpoint.
These impacts are significant, widespread, and fully within the Board’s authority to control and,
as LPOW urges, completely avoid, by denying BNSF its requested encroachment permit.
Summary of the BNSF Rail Expansion Project & Foreseeable Impacts to Aquatic Resources
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

1 new bridge over Lake Pend Oreille
1 new bridge over Sand Creek
2 temporary bridges over each waterway
Wetland destruction
Related rail construction on lands running through Sandpoint
A minimum of 3 years of construction

The Board Should Deny BNSF’s Permit Because Its Project Will Create Significant, Unavoidable
Impacts That Outweigh Any Potential Benefits
Just as the USACE must undertake a case-by-case evaluation of a specific project involving
proposed discharges to determine whether the action is in the public interest, so too must the
Board undertake an evaluation and make a finding as regards BNSF’s Project, here. The Board
should consider the extent of the public vs. private need for the project, the practicability of
alternative locations or methods to accomplish the project, and the type and significance of
negative effects. Above all else the Board’s analysis and final determination should be guided
by the Idaho Legislature’s intent in balancing the benefit of a project against its harm.
Contrary to its application’s suggestion, BNSF’s Project can only be considered a large-scale
undertaking with significant, long-ranging negative effects on values ranging from the health of
local aquatic environment, to aesthetics, to public safety, to lost business income. At the outset
we note BNSF failed to provide any meaningful discussion of substantive alternative rail routes;
instead of articulating alternative routes that do not require huge, multi-year construction
projects in Lake Pend Oreille and Sandpoint it routinely dismissed any such alternatives as
impracticable. BNSF’s failure to provide any meaningful alternatives should weigh heavily
against authorization in the Board’s consideration of its permit request. It may well be that
there is in fact no reasonable need for the Project as proposed, and no need for the negative
impacts it will incite on the Lake and surrounding environment.

USCG0042923/27

More specifically, the Project will cause or create significant physical and chemical impacts,
biological impacts, new water quality pollution impacts, and induce negative human, economic,
and social impacts or risks.
Dredge & Fill
The Project proposes to permanently fill 0.28 acres of palustrine wetland. The fill will modify
the physical characteristics by replacing wetlands with, likely, sand and concrete. The fill will
destroy the filtering capacity of the wetlands, which will lead to increased run-off, turbidity, and
water temperature. The biological impacts of the proposed fill are significant.
The loss of additional estuarine wetlands only compounds the significant loss of wetlands in the
Lake Pend Oreille Watershed. According to a study conducted by Idaho Fish and Game (Murphy
and Schmidt, 2010), the wetlands in the Sandpoint area of study (Figure 23) are classified as
“completely disturbed” with the following descriptions: numerous/many stressor present, most
high impact, most processes and functions disrupted and restoration very difficult or
impossible. The Board should deny the requested permits because Lake Pend Oreille’s
remaining wetlands provide important ecological benefits to the Lake’s water quality and to
aquatic organisms. According to the Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG), wetlands
provide essential habitat for many of Idaho’s fish, wildlife, invertebrate, and plant species
(Idaho’s Wetland Program Plan, Murphy, 2014). Nearly 50% of bird species rely on wetland and
riparian habitats and wetlands, and associated aquatic and riparian habitats, support about
47% of Idaho’s wildlife. Furthermore, Species of Greatest Conservation Need and 46% of the
state’s rare plant species are dependent on these habitats. Wetlands also provide additional
hydrologic, water quality and ecosystem support including food for fish and waterfowl,
groundwater recharge, sediment and shoreline stabilization, filtration, carbon sequestration,
recreation and more.
The Board should also consider input from state and federal natural resource agencies. We are
particularly concerned with the short and myopic public review timeframe provided for this
Project when considering the Project’s intensity, significance, and 3+ year time span.
Furthermore, the public cannot meaningfully comment on many of the physical impacts likely
to result from the Project because other natural resource agencies have not yet performed
their expert reviews of the Project, nor provided the public with evidence and data of those
reviews.
Turbidity, Temperature, & Dissolved Oxygen
There is zero analysis of the Project’s likely impacts on receiving waters’ chemical integrity. In
fact, there is an apparent assumption that the filling of wetlands and new rail line footwork will
not exacerbate temperature conditions in receiving waters or contribute to unnaturally
elevated turbidity. The agencies must reject the applicant’s Project because it contains
unsupported conclusions. The construction of other rail bridges in the past has been shown to
create and incite elevated temperature and turbidity, which harms water quality.

USCG0042933/27

Lake Pend Oreille, where it empties into the Pend Oreille River, is classified as water quality
limited under the CWA, Section 303(d) for temperature and dissolved gas supersaturation
(IDEQ 2014 Integrated Report). This is the same location where the proposed fill activities
would take place if permitted by USACE. TMDLs have not been established for either pollutant.
Elevated temperature has several well-documented, negative impacts on aquatic species
including ESA-listed salmonids, such as the documented Bull Trout known to inhabit the Project
Area. Similarly, turbidity has several adverse effects on water quality, including reducing light
for photosynthesis by algae and plants, increasing temperature, and decreasing dissolved
oxygen levels. Increases in temperature because of turbidity are caused by the suspended
particles absorbing more heat from sunlight and, therefore, increasing the temperature of the
water around the particles.
Further, there is no analysis of how placement of fill or rail support beams will alter water
temperature due to increases in turbidity, and how any changes in temperature resulting from
increased turbidity will exacerbate known impairment conditions in these waters. Also, as a
result of turbidity and increased water temperatures, dissolved oxygen levels and light will
decrease, harming aquatic biota including federally protected fish species. Placement of fill and
construction of bridge pilings will also increase temperature because suspended particles
absorb more heat from sunlight.
Biological Impacts
Potential turbidity increases and the impact to aquatic life are great due to the large size and
long duration (at least a 3-year construction time period) of aquatic activities. Increased
turbidity will also have negative effects on salmonids by impairing their ability to feed and by
causing gill damage. Elevated turbidity can also adversely affect benthic macroinvertebrates,
upon which fish and other organisms rely for food.
Loss of Habitat & Suspension of Pollutants
The potential for the creation of a new rail line across the Lake, including construction and
placement of new pylons across the channel width, can foreseeably create a chronic mixing
zone of elevated temperatures, turbidity, and low dissolved oxygen, affecting aquatic species
movement and/or migration, and feeding in Lake Pend Oreille. The placement of fill materials in
water harms aquatic life by introducing multiple pollutants contained in the fill sediments. The
adverse effects of excess temperature, turbidity, oxygen demand, and other fill pollutants is
well known and proven to be negative to aquatic life and their habitat conditions. The dredging
will increase each of these pollutants, which will harm aquatic life.
Furthermore, BNSF simply failed to adequately consider any studies on ESA-listed species
presence at and near the Project area.
Light, Noise, & Vibration
The contemplated 3+ year construction period, without any further information, indicates a

USCG0042943/27

potentially significant intensity of impacts on the aquatic environment of Lake Pend Oreille.
Potentially debilitating impacts to aquatic species include noise, unnatural light, suspension of
sediment, turbidity, loss of salmonid habitat and ability to rest or avoid predation, and potential
attractant for other aquatic species to dangerous construction zones (particularly the creation
of a new rail bridge across the Lake). These impacts were simply not discussed in the public
notice.
Numerous studies show light can affect a variety of aquatic organisms and may attract or repel
such organisms. The public notice does not indicate whether lighting will be used on ships or
barges during times of darkness and construction, which could result in additional impacts to
aquatic species. Possible adverse impacts caused by lights during dredging activity could be
attraction of fish or aquatic organisms to the construction area, causing harm either by
increased sound levels, turbidity levels, or the possibility of harm from contact with equipment.
The long-term and constant nature of this Project are particularly troubling and distinguish this
project from smaller operations that the Board routinely approves. This controversial project
requires close scrutiny. We are particularly concerned because public notice materials fail to
provide any best available science on the impacts of fill or rail bridge construction on turbidity
and sediment, nor analyze the potential impacts on ESA-protected Bull trout, nor on other
aquatic organisms.
Stormwater
Stormwater pollution is a leading cause of water quality degradation in the United States.
According to the National Research Council, “[s]tormwater runoff from the built environment
remains one of the great challenges of water pollution control, as this source of contamination
is a principal contributor to water quality impairment of waterbodies nationwide.” 1 Stormwater
from construction sites can lead to discharges of sediment, turbidity, nitrogen, phosphorus,
metals, trash and debris, nutrients, organic matter, pesticides, petroleum hydrocarbons,
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), other toxic organics, substances that can modify pH,
and pathogens. EPA acknowledges that the cumulative effects of these pollutants are
significant.2
An important Board consideration should be the detrimental impacts of polluted stormwater
from both bridge construction and terrestrial land conversion near aquatic sites on local water
resources. The public notice does not estimate how much new impervious surface will be
created by the totality of the Project. These figures must be known to properly understand the
scope and significance of potentially toxic and harmful stormwater pollution on the Lake and its
1

Urban Stormwater Management in the United States, National Research Council (Oct. 15, 2008),
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/nrc_stormwaterreport.pdf (emphasis added).
2 See EPA’s Environmental Impact and Benefits Assessment for Proposed Effluent Guidelines and Standards for the
Construction and Development Category, 3–6 (Nov. 2009), http://www.epa.gov/ guide/construction/; see also 74
Fed. Reg. 62996, 63010 – 011 (December 1, 2009).
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environs. It is likely that stormwater pollution caused by construction of the Project will
contribute to degraded water quality in Lake Pend Oreille and its tributaries given that rail lines
and supporting features are impervious terrain that contain industrial chemicals and pollutants
that are susceptible to movement in precipitation events. In some cases, stormwater pollution
discharges may exacerbate existing impairments; in other cases, stormwater pollution
discharges may create new pollution impairment concerns. Based on these factors the Board
should deny the applicant’s proposal to significantly increase pollution to this watershed.
Human, Economic, & Social Risks & Impacts
The Project could also have numerous human, social and economic impacts:
• Air quality. The proposed Project may result in increased deposition of particulate
material from diesel engines and the release of coal dust from uncovered coal rail
cars.
• Noise pollution. The proposed Project may increase noise pollution from train
whistles at crossings as well as track vibration.
• Traffic congestion. The proposed Project may increase train traffic through at-grade
crossings, resulting in more “gate down” time.
• Delayed emergency response. The proposed Project may increase train traffic
through at-grade crossings, delaying emergency responders from reaching patients
in need of critical care.
• Impacts to local economy. The proposed Project may increase train traffic that will
hamstring the local economy as a function of the other impacts listed above.
Tourism, local business investment and the real estate market may all suffer losses.
To elaborate on the environmental impacts, the Project could cause economic harm by
inhibiting the flow of boat traffic, diminishing the tourism appeal of the area, and negatively
impacting the housing market. In addition to these delays faced by tourist vessels on water and
vehicles on land, the Project would affect tourism in the area in general, which is a significant
contributor to the economy of Bonner County and Sandpoint in particular. Rail traffic is
perceived as unsafe despite BNSF’s assertions of safety. There were 4 derailments in North
Idaho and Western Montana in 2017. Of particular significance was the loaded coal train that
derailed on the banks of the Clark Fork River, which is Lake Pend Oreille’s largest tributary. In an
industry where perception is reality, tourism as an economic generator depends on a positive
perception of the area. Further industrialization of the unique, otherwise rural nature of the
Lake Pend Oreille Watershed may thereby lead to decreased tourism, decreased jobs, and a
decreased taxable base for the County and State. Additionally, property values of areas near
construction sites would experience a considerable decrease, due to factors such as the
diminished aesthetic appeal of the area as well as the ongoing subjection to the accident zone
of rail lines. Also associated with the risks inherent in rail derailment or explosions are
increased insurance costs.
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The Board should also consider the impacts of increased hazardous substances transport
through and over human communities in the Lake Pend Oreille Watershed, particularly with
respect to volatile Bakken crude oil. The analysis must include consideration of public safety
and environmental impacts in the case of a spill, train derailment, and/or explosion. The
analysis must also account for economic impacts to the local recreational economy of increased
rail traffic, as well as consequences of accidents such as those noted above.
The Project Will Harm ESA-Listed Species and Critical Habitat
The federal government may not approve any permit if it “jeopardizes the continued existence
of species listed as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended, or results in likelihood of the destruction or adverse modification of . . . critical
habitat” 33 C.F.R § 230.10(b)(3). As discussed above, the destruction of shoreline habitat and
the prolonged construction of new lake bridge crossings will jeopardize the struggling bull trout
population found in Lake Pend Oreille. The USFWS has not completed a Biological Assessment
of the Project’s likelihood to harm ESA-protected species or their habitat; however, based on
BNSF’s application alone the Board can be reasonably certain the Project will at minimum
significantly affect salmonid habitat and water quality. Because the Project will put at-risk a
protected species, and because Idaho’s Lake Protection Act recognizes and prioritizes
protection of aquatic species, the Board should deny BNSF’s requested permit authorizations.
Violations of Idaho Water Quality Standards
The Project will cause or contribute to violations of Idaho’s water quality standards. This
includes the protection of aquatic life and fishing use, both designated uses, narrative criteria,
biocriteria, dissolved oxygen, temperature, toxic substances, turbidity and the state’s
antidegradation policy. Critically, IDEQ has tiered its request for public comments on the
Project’s 401 certification to the same timeframe as comments for this Project. This means the
State has not yet performed its review of the likely Project’s pollution impacts, and no agency
materials or findings are available to inform the public of those impacts at this time. Regardless,
the best available science provided by commenters above suggests, uniformly, that the Project
will entail significant water quality standards violations. Insofar as IDEQ’s 401 Certification
Process remains open, we request that the Board consider comments on that Certification in
reaching a decision on the Project.
Conclusion
The Board should deny the requested Lake Protection Act permit and associated encroachment
authorizations because BNSF’s project represents far more cost, than benefit, and will result in
significant, unavoidable, negative impacts to waterways, landscapes, natural and human
communities. The Project will have numerous negative, harmful environmental effects and is
contrary to the public interest. It will harm the local environment surrounding new rail
infrastructure and it will induce environmentally harmful upstream fossil fuel production.
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The public notice does not address these or the economic or social harms discussed above, nor
recognize that environmental harms translate into economic damage, particularly for tourism
dependent local economies like that of Lake Pend Oreille. If pollution sickens people, or
restricts their travel, economic productivity will suffer – as it will, more directly, if clean air and
water and adequate pollution controls are not available. Similarly, as landscapes are
industrialized, tourism, agricultural, forestry, hunting and angling, and other place-dependent
industries will suffer.
When weighed against the purported benefit – pecuniary wealth to a private corporation, not
local Idaho citizens or Idaho businesses – it is clear that BNSF’s project represents a
circumstance of Idaho taking all the risks and suffering all the negative consequences, while
private shareholders reap all the benefits. The many significant impacts weigh all the more
strongly against BNSF’s permit because there is no public need for the Project.
While BNSF acknowledges that rail traffic has steadily increased over time, they have not
provided any meaningful data to the public to justify the need for expanded rail bridge
infrastructure in the Lake Pend Oreille Region including, but not limited to the number of trains
that pass over the existing rail bridges in Sandpoint per day, expected increases in rail traffic
volumes, or quantitative data on how the proposed three new bridges would reduce wait
times, particularly at at-grade crossings in Sandpoint. Until these claims are verified or refuted
through a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), the Board should refrain from making any
kind of authorization determination.
Sincerely,
Shannon Williamson, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Lake Pend Oreille Waterkeeper
Email: shannon@lakependoreillewaterkeeper.org
Phone: 208-587-7188
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jon
Comments
BNSF bridge
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 5:50:12 PM

I'll keep this short. Build the bridge and keep commerce flowing smoothly. And fish like pilings.
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

lacy robinson
Comments
bnsf comments
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 6:45:08 PM

I am very opposed to the proposed BNSF long bridge project. It's too dangerous for our lake
water and BNSF does not have a good track record on safety- not good enough for me to trust
them.
Please don't allow this project to go through. We don't need or want this in Sandpoint!
Lacy Robinson
Sandpoint, ID

Exemption 6

USCG0043223/27

April 30, 2018
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Coast Guard
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Federal Rail Administration
RE: Comments on BNSF Sandpoint Junction Connector, NWW-2007-01303
Dear Agency Representatives:
Since 1973, the Idaho Conservation League has been Idaho’s leading voice for clean water, clean
air and wilderness—values that are the foundation for Idaho’s extraordinary quality of life. The
Idaho Conservation League works to protect these values through public education, outreach,
advocacy and policy development. As Idaho's largest state-based conservation organization, we
represent over 25,000 supporters, many of whom have a deep personal interest in protecting
Idaho’s human health and environment.
Attached, please find my comments on behalf of the Idaho Conservation League regarding
BNSF’s Sandpoint Junction Connector project in Bonner County, Idaho.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (208) 265-9565 or mnykiel@idahoconservation.org if
you have any questions regarding our comments or if we can provide you with any additional
information on this matter.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Matthew Nykiel
Conservation Associate
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BNSF Sandpoint Junction Connector, NWW-2007-01303: Comments
Idaho Conservation League

Introduction
In our first set of comments submitted on March 7, 2018, we outlined the background of
Burlington Northern Santa Fe’s (BNSF) Sandpoint Junction Connector project proposal (SJC),
the relevant permitting agencies’ legal authority, and the scope of potential impacts that could
result if this project is approved. We incorporate our March 7, 2018 comments here by
reference, to avoid redundancy.
The following comments primarily address the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (ACOE)
regulatory authority and requirements to review, regarding BNSF’s SJC project. However, many
of our comments apply broadly to the review and analysis required of other federal permitting
agencies in this case.
It is our understanding that that U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) intends to open its own public
comment period at a later date to inform its National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review
of the SJC project. We intend to submit additional comments, which will address the USCG’s
role more specifically, at that time.
Requests
The following comments address several different issues surrounding the permitting processes
involved with BNSF’s SJC project. We summarize here the specific requests and actions we
encourage the ACOE and other permitting agencies to take into consideration:
1. Pursuant to 33 CFR 325.2(d)(4), we request the district engineer advise the other
permitting agencies of its position on the Department of Army (DA) permit but defer its
final decision, until the USCG has reached a decision on the bridge permit;
2. When reviewing the SJC, we request the ACOE and USCG use a broad scope of
analysis that includes an analysis of impacts to all rail line communities along the BNSF
rail corridor;
3. We request the ACOE explain the basis of its regulatory action pursuant to Section 404
of the Clean Water Act and the 404(b)(1) Guidelines;
4. We request a detailed analysis of the potential direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts
on rail line communities along the BNSF rail corridor that may be impacted by the SJC
project;
5. We request that the ACOE and USCG require a single Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS);
6. If the ACOE or USCG decline to require an EIS, we further request that the permitting
agencies make the Environmental Assessment (EA) available to the public and facilitate a
public comment period and hearing on the EA; and

2
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7. We request the Federal Rail Administration (FRA) to share its subject matter expertise
on the relationship between rail safety and public/environmental safety, as the ACOE
and USCG conduct their regulatory review of the SJC project.
ACOE Should Defer its Final Decision on the DA Permit
Pursuant to 33 CFR 325.2(d)(4), we request the district engineer advise the other permitting
agencies of its position on the DA permit but defer making a final decision, until the USCG has
reached a decision on the bridge permit.
We are concerned that if BNSF initiates dredge and fill activities in this case, before securing a
bridge permit and other permits associated with the SJC proposal, it would risk unnecessary
destruction of wetlands and waters of the United States, should any other associated permit for
the project be denied or should BNSF choose not to pursue the project, as it did in 2014.1 The
ACOE’s regulations guiding its processing of permit applications states:
“In unusual cases the district engineer may decide that due to the nature and
scope of a specific proposal, it would be prudent to defer taking final action until
another agency has acted on its authorization. In such cases, he may advise the
other agency of his position on the DA permit while deferring his final decision.”
33 CFR 325.2(d)(4).
The nature and scope of BNSF’s SJC proposal is unusual, as these comments will further explain
below. Therefore, it would be prudent for the district engineer to defer taking a final action
until the USCG and other agencies have an opportunity to consider the entirety of BNSF’s
proposal.
The ACOE and other permitting agencies have received over 2,000 public comments regarding
BNSF’s proposal. Indeed, interest in this project is warranted because the project would likely
impact rail line communities throughout the Pacific Northwest, including in Idaho, Montana,
Washington and Oregon. As such, the nature and scope of this project is unusual, warranting
the district engineer to defer taking a final action in this case, until other permitting agencies
have the opportunity to review the project and weigh in.2

1

“Plans for second rail bridge across Lake Pend Oreille put on hold,” The Spokesman-Review, Sept. 16, 2015
(available at http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/sep/16/plans-for-second-rail-bridge-across-lake-pend/).
2
Based on personal communications with the USCG, it appears that the USCG has not received BNSF’s full SJC
proposal application, and the USCG is delaying its own public comment period, until it has a chance to fully review
the proposal. Accordingly, it would be prudent and reasonable for the ACOE to afford the other main federal
permitting agency in this case the time to review the proposal.
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Scope of Analysis
When reviewing the SJC, we request the ACOE and USCG use a broad scope of analysis that
includes an analysis of impacts to all rail line communities along the BNSF rail corridor subject
to the SJC project proposal.
The scope of analysis describes the portions of an overall project the ACOE will evaluate as the
area subject to the federal action. This is the geographic limit of federal responsibility for the
action and is the basis for subsequent NEPA analysis and compliance with other federal laws.
According 33 CFR 325, Appendix B, the ACOE considers four factors in determining sufficient
federal control and responsibility, including:
i. Whether or not the regulated activity comprises “merely a link” in a corridor type
project;
ii.
Whether there are aspects of the upland facility in the immediate vicinity of the
regulated activity which affect the location and configuration of the regulated activity;
iii.
The extent to which the entire project will be within Corps jurisdiction; and
iv.
The extent of cumulative Federal control and responsibility.
33 CFR 325, Appendix B 7.b.(2)(i)-(iv).
Analyzing these factors in relation to BNSF’s SJC project reveals that the federal control and
responsibility extends beyond the specific SJC project site and beyond the limits of ACOE
jurisdiction because the cumulative federal involvement of the ACOE and other federal agencies
is sufficient to grant legal control over additional portions of the project. In other words, the
environmental consequences of the larger project (i.e. constructing and installing five separate
bridges) are essentially products of the ACOE’s permit action. Accordingly, the ACOE scope of
analysis should not be segmented pursuant to is jurisdictional authority but should encompass a
single area that includes rail line communities throughout the Pacific Northwest that may be
impacted by BNSF’s SJC project.
Factor (i)
The ACOE’s DA permit in this case is an essential component of the overall SJC project. The
ACOE’s permit bears on the origin, destination, and route of the project outside of the
ACOE’s regulatory boundaries. If BNSF is correct in its claim that the alternatives feasibly
capable of meeting its needs in this case are limited to the construction of a second rail bridge
at the site of the existing bridge over Lake Pend Oreille, then the ACOE’s DA permit is a
compelling force and critical component of the entire project. This aspect of the DA permit in
this case favors a broad scope of analysis.
Factor (iv)
Moreover, the extent of cumulative federal control and responsibility in this case is significant.
The SJC project requires USCG authorization for the bridge and construction storm water

4
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authorization from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.3 In addition, the USCG will act
as the federal lead agency overseeing compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act and Endangered Species Act consultation for the proposed bridge projects.
Federal agencies will also be charged with reviewing the SJC project’s compliance with the Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Clean Air Act.
Substantial Impacts to Waters of the U.S. and other Federally Regulated Resources
The ACOE’s scope of analysis should also be broad due to potential substantial impacts to
wetlands, waters of the U.S., endangered species, and cultural resources. At least two of the
five proposed bridges will each cross and impact nearly a mile of Lake Pend Oreille (a water of
the U.S.). These impacts compound other projected impacts to waters of the U.S. and wetlands,
including the permanent discharge of 11,220 cubic yards of rock into 1.16 acres water and
wetlands.
The SJC project would also be conducted within a known or historic range of federally listed
bull trout and its critical habitat and within known habitat of bald eagles protected by the Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act.
The area in which dredge and fill activities would take place may also include extensive cultural
resources, as was the case during the construction of the nearby Sand Creek Byway.4 As a
result, the significant extent of waters of the U.S. and wetlands that the SJC project would
impact, in addition to other federally protected resources, demands the ACOE utilize a broad
scope of analysis in this case.
Scope of Analysis and Scope of the Benefits
The ACOE’s scope of analysis should be as broad as the ACOE’s analysis is of analyzing the
potential benefits of the SJC project.
At 33 CFR 325, Appendix B 7.b.(3), the ACOE’s NEPA Implementation Procedures state, “In all
cases, the scope of analysis used for analyzing both impacts and alternatives should be the same
scope used for analyzing the benefits of a proposal.” Presumably, the ACOE will analyze the
benefits of the SJC project based on the scope of potential benefits claimed by BNSF. BNSF has
claimed a broad scope of benefits.
On its website, BNSF states that the SJC project is “[a] vital link between [the] Pacific
Northwest and Mid-West.”5 BNSF goes on to state that “[t]he new infrastructure will provide
3

We believe the EPA should further evaluate and provide an explanation as to whether or not BNSF is eligible for
a General Construction Storm Water Permit for the SJC project.
4
“Sand Creek Byway Archaeological Project,” last accessed on April 30, 2018 (available at
http://www.idahoarchaeology.org/single-post/2011/11/01/Sand-Creek-Byway-Archaeological-Project).
5
“Second Bridge at Sandpoint Will Relieve Congestion, Enhance Safety,” BNSF Railway, last accessed Apr. 30, 2018
(available at https://bnsfnorthwest.com/news/2018/03/30/second-bridge-at-sandpoint-will-relieve-congestionenhance-safety/).
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the capacity needed for BNSF’s current traffic and future growth, benefiting all the commodities
that we transport and the Amtrak trains that run on our main line.”6 BNSF claims that the
result of the SJC project “will be reduced congestion, enhanced safety, shorter wait times at
crossing, and improved service to our customers.”7 BNSF also suggests that the benefits of
removing the rail bottleneck at Sandpoint will specifically impact other states, including Montana
and Washington, as well as producers, shippers, and consumers using BNSF’s rail services.8
Lastly, in BNSF’s SJC Joint Application for Permits, BNSF states that “[t]his project will relieve
congestion of rail traffic, and reduce hold times on sidings and wait times at grade crossings
both locally and regionally.”9
BNSF’s SJC project site does not include a single at-grade crossing, so the benefits of the SJC
project claimed by BNSF must extend beyond the immediate area of the proposed project.
And, given BNSF’s statements quoted above, the ACOE’s scope of analysis should similarly
extend beyond the immediate area of the proposed project and include the benefits and
impacts this project will have throughout the Pacific Northwest region.
Regional Impacts Along BNSF’s Rail Corridor
While BNSF’s SJC project is physically located in Bonner County, along with the specific
activities being permitted by the Corps and USCG, the area of impact is far greater. Rail
impacts, including crossing delays, derailments, noise, will extend throughout the Pacific
Northwest region into communities in Idaho, Washington, Montana, and Oregon. Indeed, BNSF
itself extolls the regional benefits it claims the SLC project will create, as cited above. The
regional character and implications of this project warrant a broad scope of analysis.
ACOE 404 Permit Evaluation
We request the ACOE explain the basis of its regulatory action pursuant to Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act and the 404(b)(1) Guidelines.
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act authorizes the ACOE to regulate and permit the discharge
of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S. The discharges of dredged and fill material
proposed in the SJC project, require BNSF apply for an individual DA permit from the ACOE.
As such, the ACOE must evaluate whether BNSF’s application is in the public interest and
whether BNSF’s application meets the criteria set out in the CWA Section 404(b)(1)
Guidelines. See 33 CFR 323.6(a) and 40 CFR 230.

6

See id.
“BNSF could start on key Idaho bridge by fall,” Railway Age, Apr. 3, 2018 (available at
https://www.railwayage.com/freight/bnsf-start-key-idaho-bridge-fall/); see also BNSF to move ahead with second
Sandpoint rail bridge; opposition voiced by mayor,” The Spokesman-Review, Apr. 18, 2017 (available at
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/apr/18/bnsf-to-move-ahead-with-second-sandpoint-rail-brid/).
8
“BNSF plans 2nd bridge over Lake Pend Oreille to ease rail congestion,” YouTube video last accessed on April 30,
2018 (available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MKEYm4jXqo).
9
See BNSF SJC Joint Application for Permits at Box 15. Purpose and Need, page 2.
7
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Specifically, the 404(b)(1) Guidelines state that “Except as provided under section 404(b)(2), no
discharge of dredged or fill material shall be permitted if there is a practicable alternative to the
proposed discharge which would have less adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem, so long as
the alternative does not have other significant adverse environmental consequences.” 40 CFR
230.10(a).
According to the standards of review stated above, we request the ACOE thoroughly explain
why or why not BNSF’s SJC project is in the public interest, by setting out the factors, benefits,
and impacts the ACOE took into consideration. We also request that the ACOE require and
share publicly a more thorough analysis of the practicable alternatives to the proposed
discharge. BNSF’s alternatives analysis appears unduly restricted to alternatives that require a
new rail bridge across Lake Pend Oreille. Whereas, there may be other practicable and feasible
alternatives, involving changes in BNSF’s operations, for example, which may avoid the impacts
proposed in the SJC project.
We also request that the ACOE explain why the pilings associated with BNSF’s SJC project do
not constitute a discharge of fill material requiring Section 404 authorization. Although
placement of pilings in waters of the U.S. for linear projects do not always have the effect of a
discharge of fill material, the unique circumstances and scale of the SJC project may, in this case,
have the effect of a discharge of fill material. See 33 CFR 323.3(2). The ACOE should further
evaluate the circumstances in this case and scale of pilings required by the SJC project.
Afterward, the ACOE should explain whether or not the proposed pilings constitute a
discharge of fill material, pursuant to Section 404 of the CWA.
Evaluation of Potential Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts
Under NEPA, an EIS must consider direct effects, indirect effects, and cumulative effects.
“Effects include ecological (such as the effects on natural resources and on the components,
structures, and functioning of affected ecosystems), aesthetics, historic, cultural, economic,
social, or health, whether direct, indirect, or cumulative.” 40 C.F.R. 1508.8.
The direct effects of an action are those effects “which are caused by the action and occur at
the same time and place.” 40 CFR 1508.8(b). The indirect effects of an action are those effects
“which are caused by the action and are later in time or farther removed in distance, but are
still reasonably foreseeable.” 40 CFR 1508.8(b). For example, “[i]ndirect effects may include
growth inducing effects and other effects related to induced changes in the pattern of land use,
population density or growth rate, and related effects on air and water and other natural
systems, including ecosystems.” Id. These types of growth-inducing impacts of must be analyzed,
even when they are characterized as “secondary.” City of Davis v. Coleman, 521 F.2d 661, 676
(9th Cir. 1975) (requiring EIS to address growth-inducing impacts of freeway interchange
planned in agricultural area on the edge of urban development). In fact, “[f]or many projects,
these secondary or induced effects may be more significant than the project’s primary effects...
While the analysis of secondary effects is often more difficult than defining the first-order
physical effects, it is also indispensable.” Fifth Annual Report of the Council on Environmental
Quality, 410-11 (Dec. 1974).
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The comments below further elaborate how the SJC project individually, or in combination
with the other BNSF proposed rail expansion projects in the region, will likely cause significant
local and regional impacts that the ACOE and USCG should study and evaluate.
Public Safety Impacts From Increased Rail Traffic
According to BNSF, the SJC project is needed to accommodate more train traffic. An increase
and more constant stream of train traffic will adversely impact public health and safety, the
environment, and the economy through increased vehicle and pedestrian accidents, increased
derailments and cargo spills, coal dust releases, and increased travel time delays (affecting both
local economies and emergency response).
A. Train Traffic
To our knowledge, BNSF has not conducted or released a traffic impact study, evaluating the
SJC project’s impact to overall rail traffic and congestion in the Sandpoint area or broader
region. Without such a study, the ACOE cannot confirm BNSF’s claims that rail congestion and
crossing wait times will be reduced. There is a reasonable likelihood that adding a second rail
line through the bottleneck at Sandpoint will, contrary to BNSF’s claims, facilitate greater
quantities of trains to pass through the region at greater frequencies, potentially causing longer
wait times at crossings and delays for emergency responders. The potential for these impacts
should be studied and made reviewable by the public.
The Washington Department of Transportation projects that the number of freight trains along
the rail corridor on which BNSF has proposed the SJC project will increase from 56 trains per
day to 114 trains per day by 2035, and further increases will continue beyond 2035 to 125
trains per day, representing the practical capacity of the rail corridor in the area.10 Therefore,
the ACOE and USCG must conduct a traffic impact study to compare current traffic delays to
future potential delays if the SJC project is completed.
B. Hazardous and Volatile Substance Transport by Rail
In addition to impacts from delays, the ACOE and USCG should also review the impacts from
train derailments and especially derailments of crude oil, coal, and other hazardous substances.
In 2016, three railroads in our county transported significantly more than 300,000 rail cars or
tank cars containing various forms of hazardous materials and crude oil.11 And, as of 2017,
approximately 24 unit trains per week carrying crude oil from the Bakken oil fields in the
10

WSDOT Washington State Rail Plan, Integrated Freight and Passenger Rail Plan 2013-2035 (available at
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/F67D73E5-2F2D-40F2-9795736131D98106/0/WashingtonStateRailPlan20132035.pdf).
11
2017 Lake Pend Oreille Geographic Response Plan at 26 (available at
https://evogov.s3.amazonaws.com/media/136/media/60622.pdf).
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Dakotas and Saskatchewan travel through Sandpoint.12 This is significant given that in the spring
of 2017, at least four significant derailments occurred in Bonner and Boundary Counties near
waterways.13 The ACOE and USCG, therefore, must evaluate the increased risk of derailments
if the SJC project is completed and must evaluate the potential impacts of such derailments.
The 2017 Lake Pend Oreille and Pend Oreille River Geographic Response Plan also identified a
range of equipment, training, evacuation, procedural, and geographic vulnerabilities and
deficiencies posed by the derailment of trains carrying crude oil and other hazardous materials
and Bonner County’s capacity to respond to such a derailment.14
The ACOE and USCG should consider and evaluate requiring additional safety protocol and
resources for rail travel and emergency response, given the importance and range of critical
resources in this area. The EIS should further analyze the impacts of increased rail traffic with
and without additional safety and emergency response protocols and resources.
C. Seismic Activity in Lake Pend Oreille and Northern Idaho
Derailments are a special concern in Bonner and Boundary Counties because of the prevalence
of earthquake activity, much of which is focused in Lake Pend Oreille. In the past 10 years, the
two northern most counties in Idaho experienced 39 unique earthquakes, ranging in magnitude
from 1.5 to 3.9.15
The vast majority of earthquakes in northern Idaho occur in or around Lake Pend Oreille. Of
the 39 earthquakes that occurred since 2008, 36 occurred in or around Lake Pend Oreille. This
is significant given the location of the SJC project and any increases in train traffic the SJC
project would facilitate around Lake Pend Oreille. The ACOE and USCG must study and
evaluate the impact and risk of approving the SJC project, given the local seismic activity.
D. Coal Dust Emissions from Uncovered Rail Cars
Impacts from coal dust will also impact public safety, as BNSF continues to ship coal in
uncovered rail cars. Coal dust has been shown to be a cause of rail bed instability and
derailments. The Surface Transportation Board, which found coal dust to be “a pernicious
ballast foulant,” acknowledged that the quantity of coal emitted by a train into the air, water,
and onto tracks is not insignificant.16 This is particularly relevant given that BNSF was the
subject of litigation in 2017 regarding allegations that BNSF violated the Clean Water Act by

12

Id.
Id. at 30.
14
Id. at iv-v.
15
Data last accessed on April 30, 2018 (available at www.earthquake.usgs.gov).
16
Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corporation--Petition for Declaratory Order, FD_35305_0 (available at
http://www.stb.dot.gov/decisions/readingroom.nsf/WebDecisionID/40436?OpenDocument).
13
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illegally discharging various forms of coal and coal dust into waters of the U.S.17 This litigation
was resolved in a settlement agreement that requires BNSF to conduct a study of commercial
and operational feasibility of car covers for use on open-top coal and petcoke railcars, as well as
remove significant accumulations of coal and/or petcoke materials in areas on or adjacent to
BNSF’s right-of-way.18 The ACOE and USGS must evaluate how much coal dust BNSF currently
generates, how much BNSF might generate with increased rail traffic after the SJC project, and
the resulting impacts to public health and local water bodies.
Public Health Impacts from Increased Rail Traffic
Public health will also be impacted by the SJC project, which will affect both the air rail line
communities breath and the water from which these communities drink and in which these
communities recreate. BNSF’s application to the USCG indicates that the Sandpoint area is
designated as in maintenance for PM10, pursuant to the Clean Air Act. Emissions from diesel
locomotives and coal dust emitted from uncovered rail cars may further impact Sandpoint’s
ambient air quality for PM10. The ACOE and USCG must evaluate how much PM 10 emissions
BNSF currently generates, how much BNSF might generate with increased rail traffic after the
SJC project, and the resulting impacts to public health.
Furthermore, coal dust emitted by uncovered rail cars could also impact the quality of water
used by the public for drinking and recreation. The Pend Oreille Lake Subbasin Assessment
Unit (AU) 17010214PN018L_0L (this AU includes the water bodies that will be directly
impacted by the SJC project but does not include the many water bodies that will be indirectly
impacted throughout the rail corridor region) is designated for domestic water supply and
primary contact recreation. However, this AU does not fully support the primary contact
beneficial use because the AU is impaired by high mercury levels.
The SJC project has a high likelihood of increasing train traffic carrying coal in uncovered rail
cars, which would continue to emit coal and coal dust, a component of which is mercury, into
this AU. The agencies must evaluate how much additional coal dust will be emitted and what
the human health impacts are using baseline air quality conditions in Sandpoint. The ACOE and
USCG should also further consider and evaluate whether requiring covered coal train would
mitigate the potential impacts from coal dust described above.

17

“BNSF Railway agrees to study covers for rail cars transporting coal to reduce dust,” The Spokesman-Review,
Nov. 15, 2016 (available at http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2016/nov/15/bnsf-railway-environmental-groupsreach-settlement/).
18
See Case No. C13-0967-JCC, Consent Decree, Sierra Club v. BNSF Railway Company (available at
https://cases.justia.com/federal/districtcourts/washington/wawdce/2:2013cv00967/193334/384/0.pdf?ts=1493825037).
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Economic Impacts
The SJC project individually, or in combination with the other BNSF proposed rail expansion
projects in the region will significantly impact the economies of dozens of communities along
the rail line.
A. Construction and Operation of Bridges Across Sand Creek and Bridge Street
In Bonner County, the construction of the SJC project alone will weigh heavily on our touristand outdoor recreation-based economy. BNSF projects that the SJC project will cost at least
$100 million and require at least 3 years to construct. In total, five additional bridges will be
constructed during this time, three permanent and two temporary. The three new bridges
proposed over Sand Creek and Bridge Street occur near the heart of downtown Sandpoint,
where many of Sandpoint’s local small businesses are located. Indeed, Bridge Street is the sole
road that provides access to the City of Sandpoint’s primary access to public shoreline on Lake
Pend Oreille and renown park, City Beach. Bridge Street also is the sole access road for several
businesses, residences, and a hotel. The agencies should evaluate how construction will impact
local businesses by impairing access and serenity and estimate the resulting economic impact.
B. Construction and Operation of Bridges Across Lake Pend Oreille
The two additional bridges proposed to cross over Lake Pend Oreille will also significantly
impact the local economy. Lake Pend Oreille is used for a myriad of recreational water
activities, including fishing, kayaking, and tour boating. Dozens of residential homes, hotels, and
businesses are located along the shoreline of Lake Pend Oreille, within view or earshot of
BNSF’s rail bridge as well. Adding a second rail bridge across the lake would particularly impact
all of these interests over the course of the three-year minimum construction period, where
construction noise and potential impediments to navigational travel may disturb the character
of the community residents invested in the community for or tourists seek out. Similar impacts
may continue into the future, as a new rail bridge may facilitate greater train traffic and
associated impacts like train noise. Because increases in train traffic and noise could impact
property values these potential impacts should be analyzed and evaluated. Further
consideration should also be given to construction sequencing and potentially limiting
construction to the non-tourist season, to avoid or mitigate local economic impacts.
The project as a whole may facilitate increases in train traffic, which could further delay the
movement of commerce by road in the region, as well as individuals traveling to small local
businesses.
Wildlife, Aquatic Health, and Historic Properties
The EA or EIS in this case must include an analysis of impacts to biological and aquatic
resources on both public and private lands and waters in the affected area – the affected area
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includes the site of the SJC project, as well as the rail corridor through which impacts, both
negative and beneficial, from the SJC project may occur. Biological and aquatic resources
include terrestrial and fresh water mammals, game and non-game resident and migratory bird
species, raptors, songbirds, amphibians, reptiles, fisheries, aquatic invertebrates, wetlands, and
vegetative communities. The ACOE and USCG must ensure that up-to-date baseline
information on all potentially impacted flora and fauna is made available, so that adequate
impact analyses can be completed.
Habitat degradation, fragmentation, and loss must all be assessed, along with any resulting
impacts to wildlife and aquatic species.
A. Impacts to Water and Wetland Resources
The SJC project will likely negatively impact water resources and wildlife in Bonner County and
throughout the rail corridor. As mentioned above, BNSF’s proposal would discharge 14,900
cubic yards of rock into wetlands or waters of the U.S. This project would also require impacts
to 1.54 acres of wetlands and waters of the U.S. At the completion of the SJC project and for
years to come, the project would result in indirect impacts to water resources both locally and
throughout the rail corridor.
The SJC project’s impact to water resources is significant because the impacted waters of the
U.S. are already impaired. The Lake Pend Oreille AU, which includes a portion of Sand Creek,
does not fully support aquatic life use due to mercury levels, flow regime alterations, and
phosphorus. This AU also does not fully support the primary contact recreation beneficial use
due to mercury levels. A TMDL for total phosphorus was approved for this AU in 2008, and
this AU is in line for a TMDL for mercury. The dredge and fill activities associated with the SJC
project, as well as the coal and coal dust that will escape uncovered rail cars will likely further
degrade this water body. As mentioned above, the additional train traffic the SJC project would
facilitate would also increase the likelihood of a derailment and spill of substances or materials
that may also contaminate these water bodies.
B. Impacts to Wildlife and Aquatic Species
The SJC project’s potential impacts to water resources listed above may similarly impact or
harm species and critical habitat listed under the Endangered Species Act. There is a population
of federally listed bull trout in Lake Pend Oreille, which also includes bull trout critical habitat.
In addition to the dredge and fill activities provided above, noise from construction of the SJC
and increases in train traffic may also negatively impact this species.
The bald eagle is also federally protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and
is a species that inhabits Bonner County and relies on Lake Pend Oreille as a food source. The
SJC project proposes dredging, filling, and affecting terrestrial areas along Lake Pend Oreille,
which include a variety of mature tree species bald eagles may use for nesting, refuge, and
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vantage. The ACOE and USCG must study and evaluate the impacts the SJC project would
have on bald eagles in particular, as well as other local and migratory bird species.
C. Impacts to Floodplain
Flooding is also a risk with potential impacts to the community and ecological resources, where
the SJC project is proposed. According to the Northwest River Forecast Center, this year Lake
Pend Oreille is 60% likely to exceed flood levels at the gauge station in Hope, ID.19 U.S. Army
Corps of Engineer Water Management Section Chief, Kevin Shaffer, has stated that “it’s almost
certain we see flooding downstream [of the Hope gauge station].” The ACOE and USCG must
study the impacts associated with flood risk to construction of the SJC project and to future
operations of the SJC rail line.
D. Rathdrum Prairie-Spokane Valley Sole Source Aquifer
Additional rail traffic facilitated by the SJC project individually and in conjunction with other
BNSF rail expansion projects near Cocolalla Lake and Hauser will also increase the risk of
derailment over the Rathdrum Prairie-Spokane Valley Aquifer (RPSV). This aquifer is an EPA
designated sole source aquifer and an Idaho designated sensitive resource aquifer. The RPSV
underlies approximately 321 square miles of land in Idaho and Washington and provides
drinking water to approximately 100,000 people in Idaho and 400,000 people in Washington.20
Spills and contamination are significant concerns for the RPSV aquifer because the aquifer is an
unconfined, valley fill aquifer. This means there is no barrier limiting or blocking the flow of
water down into the aquifer from the surface. The rocks and sediments in the aquifer are fit
together very loosely, so water (and any contamination) moves quickly through the aquifer. In
some places, water has been estimated to move at a rate of 50 feet per day.21 The indirect
impacts from BNSF’s project proposals may be significant given the importance and sensitivity
of the RPSV aquifer. The ACOE and USCG must study and evaluate these potential impacts and
make these findings available to the public.
E. Cultural Resources
The SJC project may also harm tribal and historic properties in the project site. Native
American tribes, such as the Kalispel, used and inhabited Lake Pend Oreille and its shores since
time immemorial. Tribal sacred places and cultural items may still exist in the project area that
must be respectfully identified and protected according to the NHPA. These sacred places and
cultural items may exist both on land and at depth in Lake Pend Oreille or Sand Creek.
19

“Army Corps: Flooding ‘almost certain’ this spring,” The Sandpoint Reader, Apr. 19, 2018 (available at
http://sandpointreader.com/army-corps-flooding-almost-certain-spring/).
20
“Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer,” Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (available at
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/regional-offices-issues/coeur-dalene/rathdrum-prairie-aquifer/).
21
“Sole Source Aquifers,” Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (available at
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water-quality/ground-water/sole-source-aquifers/).
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Moreover, the SJC project site may also hold cultural items from early white migrants into this
region. In advance of the construction of the Sand Creek Byway, not far from the SJC project
site, the Sand Creek Byway Archaeological Project recovered almost 600,000 artifacts from this
area.22 Given the prevalence of artifacts in this area, it is critical that the USCG, as lead agency
implementing the NHPA, conduct a thorough inventory of potential impacts to these cultural
resources. The Sandpoint Train Station is also listed on the National Register of Historic Places
and must be reviewed and protected according to the NHPA.
F. Greenhouse Gas Emissions
The Council for Environmental Quality (CEQ), which implements NEPA at the federal level,
issued draft federal guidance on how to evaluate the effects of GHG under NEPA.23 The Federal
Guidance confirms that both direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions should be evaluated
in the context of “cumulative effects” in an EIS if significant. Id. at 5 (“Analysis of emissions
sources should take account of all phases and elements of the proposed action over its
expected life, subject to reasonable limits on feasibility and practicality.”).
Under the Federal Guidance, NEPA documents should put direct and indirect greenhouse gas
emissions associated with a project in the context of the “aggregate effects of past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future actions” related to climate. Id. at 9-10. As the guidance confirms,
the duty to evaluate all climate related impacts is not “new.” Rather, climate is an important
factor to be considered within NEPA’s existing framework. Id. at 11.
Therefore, the agencies in this case must evaluate the direct and indirect greenhouse gas
emissions of the increase of BNSF locomotives that the SJC project will facilitate, as well as the
indirect greenhouse gas emissions that may be caused by an increase of fossil fuel transport by
rail that the SJC project will facilitate.
ACOE and USCG Should Prepare a Single EIS
The construction of the SJC project and operations of a new rail line and bridges, individually
and in combination with other proposed rail expansion projects, will cause significant, harmful
impacts to the rail line communities along the BNSF rail corridor.
An EIS is required when a project “may” significantly impact the environment. Native Ecosystems
Council v. U.S. Forest Serv., 428 F.3d 1233, 1239 (9th Cir. 2005) (emphasis in original). “[T]his is a
low standard.” California Wilderness Coal. v. U.S. Dep’t of Energy, 631 F.3d 1072, 1097 (9th Cir.

22

“Sand Creek Byway Archaeological Project,” Idaho Archaeology (available at
http://www.idahoarchaeology.org/single-post/2011/11/01/Sand-Creek-Byway-Archaeological-Project).
23
Available at
http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/nepa/regs/Consideration_of_Effects_of_GHG_Draft_NEPA_Guidance_FINAL_02182010.pd
f.
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2011) (quoting Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands Ctr. v. Boody, 468 F.3d 549, 562 (9th Cir. 2006))
(emphasis added).
The Council of Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) implementing regulations for NEPA set forth 10
factors that must be considered when evaluating the intensity of potential environmental
effects. 40 CFR 1508.27(b). The presence of any one of these factors may require an EIS.
Ocean Advocates v. U.S. Army Corps of Eng’rs, 402 F.3d 846, 865 (9th Cir. 2005).
BNSF’s project triggers nearly all of the NEPA “intensity” factors. It affects public safety, affects
unique characteristics of the area, is highly controversial, has highly-uncertain effects and unique
and unknown risks, will have cumulatively significant impacts, and threatens violations of federal
and state law and policies for environmental protection. See 40 CFR 1508.27(b)(2), (3), (4), (7)
and (10).
Public Safety
NEPA requires an EIS where a project may significantly impact public safety. 40 CFR
1508.27(b)(2). In determining the “significance” of potential environmental impacts, one must
consider “the degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety.” 40 CFR
1508.27(b)(2).
As indicated above, BNSF transports a significant volume of crude oil, coal, and other hazardous
substance along the rail corridor where the SJC project is proposed. This particular area of the
rail corridor has been subject to several recent derailments, that could have significantly
harmed public health and safety had the derailments involved crude oil or other hazardous or
volatile materials. The risk to public health and safety will continue as long as BNSF continues
to ship these materials. And, the SJC project will likely increase this risk by facilitating a greater
volume and frequency of rail traffic throughout this rail corridor.
Unique Characteristics of the Area
NEPA requires an EIS when a project may impact “[u]nique characteristics of the geographic
area such as proximity to historic or cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands,
wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically critical areas.” 40 CFR 1508.27(b)(3). See Cascadia
Wildlands v. U.S. Forest Serv., 937 F.Supp.2d 1271, 1281 (D. Or. 2013) (ordering EIS where
timber project “may” have significant impacts to “unique attributes” of potential wilderness
area).
The pile-driving into Lake Pend Oreille and permanent displacement of those parts of the lake
to construct a nearly mile-long bridge associated with the SJC project will impact the unique
characteristics of this local area. Indeed, Lake Pend Oreille is both unique and ecologically
critical. It is Idaho’s largest lake and one of the largest lakes in the western United States.24
24

Lake Pend Oreille is the fifth deepest lake in the United States.

15

USCG0043373/27

BNSF Sandpoint Junction Connector, NWW-2007-01303: Comments
Idaho Conservation League

Lake Pend Oreille covers an area of 94,600 acres in Northern Idaho and reaches depths over
1,200 feet. Water recreation is a major attraction for local residents and visitors to Lake Pend
Oreille and the Pend Oreille River. Lake Pend Oreille and its 226-mile shoreline provide a
diverse range of aquatic and upland habitat important to sustaining fish and wildlife.
Lake Pend Oreille is, arguably, the most famous fishing lake in Idaho. The lake is home to a
major kokanee salmon fishery, in addition to the site of the world record bull trout (14.5 kg)
and world record rainbow trout (16.8 kg), which were caught in Lake Pend Oreille in the
1940s.
Lake Pend Oreille is also an important waterfowl migration and wintering area. The lake serves
as a major spring and fall stop for waterfowl migrating along the Pacific Flyway. The wintering
population of redhead ducks—which may be the largest in the United States—is 98 percent of
Idaho’s total and 20 percent of the Pacific Flyway population. These are just some of the unique
and ecologically critical features of the area that necessitate an EIS.
Highly Controversial
NEPA requires the preparation of an EIS for “highly controversial” actions. See 40 CFR
1508.27(b)(4). An action is highly controversial “when substantial questions are raised as to
whether a project may cause significant degradation of some human environmental factor, or
there is a substantial dispute about the size, nature, or effect of the major Federal action.” Nat’l
Parks & Conservation Ass’n. v. Babbitt, 241 F.3d 722, 736 (9th Cir. 2001) (“NPCA”) (quotations
omitted), abrogated on other grounds by Monsanto Co. v. Geertson Seed Farms, 561 U.S. 139 (2010).
Here, at least 2,000 people have submitted comments of concern and have raised substantial
questions about the size, nature, and extent of the project’s impacts. For example, BNSF claims
the project will reduce vehicle traffic delays in the area; however, adding more rail
infrastructure may facilitate an increase in overall train traffic and vehicle delays, causing not
only inconvenience, but lost economic productivity and reduced ability to respond to
emergencies. An EIS must be prepared to address these highly controversial impacts.
Highly Uncertain Impacts; Unique or Unknown Risks
An EIS is also required where “[t]he degree to which the possible effects on the human
environment are highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks.” 40 CFR 1508.27(b)(5).
See National Parks, supra; Blue Mountains Biodiversity Proj. v. Blackwood, 161 F.3d 1208 (9th Cir.
1998).
Here, many of the impacts discussed above, including public safety, risk of spills to water, coal
dust impacts to air and water, involve uncertain, unique, and unknown risks for the reasons
already set forth above. An EIS must be prepared to resolve the uncertainties associated with
these risks.
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Cumulative Impacts
In deciding whether to prepare an EIS, an agency must consider not only the proposed action
but also “whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but
cumulatively significant impacts.” 40 CFR 1508.27(b)(7). “Cumulative impact” means “the
impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when
added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what
agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other actions.” Id. at 1508.7.
“Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking
place over a period of time.” Id. Where an agency fails to adequately analyze cumulative
impacts, this can raise substantial questions about whether the project will cause cumulatively
significant environmental impacts. Ocean Advocates, 402 F.3d at 870 (finding substantial question
as to significance due to “perfunctory and conclusory” cumulative impacts analysis).
Here, a single EIS analysis, including an analysis of similar impacts from BNSF rail expansions
proposals throughout the region is necessary. A single EIS is required for multiple discreet
actions under some circumstances, for example, when the projects have common timing,
geography, and/or impacts. There are at least two other BNSF projects in the region that share
common timing, geography, and impacts with the SJC project.
BNSF has proposed to install 2.8 miles of additional track along a water of the U.S., roughly 8
miles south of the SJC project.25 In addition, BNSF is in the process of proposing the
construction of 4.4 miles of additional rail track roughly 42 miles south of the SJC project, from
Hauser, Idaho to Spokane Valley.26 The Hauser-Spokane Valley proposal will similarly impact
waters of the U.S.
Considering the BNSF projects and actions described above along with the SJC project
together, direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts are likely significant, necessitating an EIS.
Threatens Violations of Law
Where a proposed action threatens violations of federal, state, or local law or requirements
imposed for the protection of the environment, the agency must prepare an EIS. 40 CFR
1508.27(b)(10). Here, this factor is also triggered due to threatened violations of the
Endangered Species Act, Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, EPA’s Sole Source Aquifer
protections, Idaho’s Sensitive Resource Aquifer protections, and Idaho’s Water Quality
Standards and associated Total Maximum Daily Loads.
25

“Draft 401 Certification – BNSF Railway Company Cocolalla Double Track Project, Idaho Department of
Environmental Quality, last accessed Apr. 30, 2018 (available at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/news-public-commentsevents/public-comment-opportunities/draft-401-certification-bnsf-railway-company-cocolalla-double-trackproject/); see also Joint Application for Permits, NWW-2018-128 (available at
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/media/60181411/westmond-creek-unnamed-tribs-cocolalla-lake-bnsf-railway-401certification-application-0418.pdf).
26
“BNSF to double track on line linking Spokane Valley to Hauser, Idaho,” The Spokesman-Review, Feb. 26, 2018
(available at http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/feb/26/bnsf-to-double-track-on-line-linking-spokane-valle/).
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Public Involvement
We request that if the ACOE or USCG decline to require an EIS, that the permitting agencies
make the EA available to the public and facilitate a public comment period and hearing on the
EA.
Both the facts and law involved in BNSF’s SJC proposal obligate the production of an EIS, but in
the case the ACOE or USCG do not require an EIS, we request the ACOE and USCG afford
our community an opportunity to review and comment on the EA and FONSI. Further, due to
the complexity, broad range of impacts, and long time-line of BNSF’s SJC proposal, it would
also be prudent and reasonable for the ACOE and USCG to hold a public hearing and answer
questions the public might have, before finalizing any decision pertaining to an EA or FONSI.
Soliciting further public comment and addressing public concerns may not be required in as
robust a way for the ACOE’s purposes in processing an EA and FONSI, but as the agencies
overseeing the protection of our local environment and the maintenance of our public safety, it
would be appropriate in this case to grant additional public involvement. We hope that BNSF,
as the permit applicant and corporate neighbor to our communities in this case, would agree on
this point too.
Federal Rail Administration Subject Matter Expertise
The Federal Rail Administration should provide subject matter expertise on the relationship
between rail safety and public/environmental safety with the USCG.
The USCG is less familiar than the FRA with the impacts associated with railroads and the
transportation of crude oil, coal, and other hazardous materials by rail. The FRA should help
mitigate this deficiency by providing resources to USCG that will assist in the USCG evaluation
of impacts likely to result from the SJC project.
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Certificate of Service
Idaho Conservation League delivered the Comments dated April 30, 2018 regarding the BNSF
Sandpoint Junction Connector, NWW-2007-01303 via electronic mail:
Shane Slate
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Walla Walla District
Coeur d’Alene Regulatory Office
1910 Northwest Boulevard, Suite 210
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
NWW_BNSF_Pendoreille@usace.army.mil
Steven M. Fischer
U.S. Coast Guard District
915 2nd Avenue, Room 3510
Seattle, WA 98174
D13-PF-D13BRIDGES@uscg.mil
Chris Hladick
Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Admin.’s Office, RA-140
1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101
hladick.christopher@epa.go
Ronald Batory
Administrator
Federal Rail Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
FRA.Legal@dot.gov
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Chris Bromley
Hearing Coordinator
Idaho Department of Lands
Submitted via email to: comments@idl.idaho.gov
May 23, 2018
RE: ERL-96-S-0096E – BNSF Railway Co.
Dear Mr. Bromley:
Since 1973, the Idaho Conservation League has been Idaho’s leading voice for clean water, clean
air and wilderness—values that are the foundation for Idaho’s extraordinary quality of life. The
Idaho Conservation League works to protect these values through public education, outreach,
advocacy and policy development. As Idaho's largest state-based conservation organization, we
represent over 25,000 supporters, many of whom have a deep personal interest in protecting
Idaho’s human health and environment.
Attached, please find my comments on behalf of the Idaho Conservation League regarding
BNSF’s Sandpoint Junction Connector Proposal.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (208) 265-9565 or mnykiel@idahoconservation.org if
you have any questions regarding our comments or if we can provide you with any additional
information on this matter.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Matthew Nykiel
Conservation Associate
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ICL Comments
Idaho Code and Rules
According to Idaho Statute, Title 58, Chapter 13, IDL must process applications for
encroachments on and in navigable lakes in Idaho. In processing an application for such an
encroachment, IDL must also consider and apply Idaho Statute, Title 67, Chapter 43, as well as
IDAPA 20.03.04.012 and 030.
In particular, IDL rules require that all encroachments upon, in or above the beds or waters of
navigable lakes of the state be regulated in order that the protection of property, navigation,
fish and wildlife habitat, aquatic life, recreation, aesthetic beauty and water quality be given due
consideration and weighed against the navigational or economic necessity or justification for, or
benefit to be derived from the proposed encroachment.
IDAPA 20.03.04.012.01.
In addition, IDL rules require that approval of encroachments not in the aid of navigation in
navigable lakes be authorized only when consistent with the public trust doctrine and when
there is no other feasible alternative with less impact on public trust values.
IDAPA 20.03.04.030.02.
Environmental Protection and Navigational or Economic Necessity
We request IDL consider all the potential impacts to property, navigation, fish and wildlife
habitat, aquatic life, recreation, aesthetic beauty, and water quality. We have identified some of
the potential impacts to these values in comments we submitted on April 30, 2018, which we
incorporate here by reference and have attached to the present comment submittal. We
request IDL give due consideration to these potential impacts, including but not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•

Impacts to the values stated above both during the construction of the SJC proposal and
after installation;
Impacts to water quality from coal dust emissions from uncovered coal rail cars,
mercury deposition from train exhaust, and contamination from potential derailments.
Impacts to the aesthetic beauty of the lake and surrounding area from increases in train
noise, including from the movement of trains and train horns;
Impacts to wildlife and fish habitat, including impacts to bull trout habitat and impacts to
bird species that utilize trees and other flora near the segment of rail proposed for
construction; and
Impacts to the value of private property directly adjacent to the SJC proposal and
private property in the surrounding area that will be impacted by the construction and
continued operation of the SJC proposal.
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Idaho Conservation League Comments
ERL-96-S-0096E – BNSF Railway Co.

We also request IDL analyze and identify the economic necessity and/or justification for the SJC
proposal. In particular, we request IDL identify with particularity how the SJC proposal is
economically necessary, justified, and/or provides benefits for Bonner County. And, we request
IDL explain how IDL weighted the potential impacts to resource values against the navigational,
economic necessity, or justification for the SJC proposal.
Furthermore, we request IDL identify and explain all other feasible alternatives IDL analyzed in
considering the SJC proposal. We request IDL analyze other alternatives to building a second
rail bridge across Lake Pend Oreille including but not limited to:
1. Addressing rail congestion by using the BNSF rail line between rail mile posts 75 and 72
(through Dover) and contracting with Union Pacific to utilize and/or build additional
track that would cross the Pend Oreille River at rail mile post 69;1
2. Addressing rail congestion by adjusting and improving rail traffic management (i.e. we
request IDL and BNSF analyze whether BNSF could direct and control rail traffic in a
way that would reduce rail congestion without necessitating the build out of more rail
infrastructure.); and
3. A no action alternative that analyzes whether or not the SJC proposal will result in
permanent and long-term benefits to Bonner County.
State Trust Lands
We request IDL analyze and evaluate the ownership of the beds and banks of Lake Pend Oreille
and Sand Creek in which BNSF intends to construct new rail infrastructure for the SJC
proposal. BNSF has claimed that the lake bed and land on which it intends to install pilings and
other rail infrastructure is not state trust land owned by the people of Idaho because this land
was granted to BNSF before Idaho statehood. It may be the case that BNSF exercises a right-ofway over these lands, but it may also be the case that BNSF’s right-of-way does not grant BNSF
title over the beds and banks of Lake Pend Oreille and Sand Creek.
We request IDL make a finding as to the ownership of the lands on which BNSF intends to
install rail infrastructure, according to the SJC proposal. If IDL discovers that BNSF does not
own title to the beds and banks of Lake Pend Oreille and Sand Creek, we request IDL re-open
this application for further review and public comment.
Defer a Final Decision
We request IDL defer its final decision on this matter unless and until BNSF secures a
Department of Army Permit (DA), permitting the SJC proposal. We are concerned that if
BNSF initiates work on the SJC proposal before securing a bridge permit and other permits
associated with the SJC proposal, it would risk unnecessary destruction or encroachment upon
state trust lands and the navigable waters of the state of Idaho. As such, we request IDL delay a
final decision on the SJC proposal until all other permitting agencies have had the opportunity
to review the proposal and weigh in.
1

See http://fragis.fra.dot.gov/GISFRASafety/.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 8:02:50 PM

Name: State Senator Shawn Keough
Contact Phone number: 208-263-1839
E-mail address: skeough@senate.idaho.gov
Mailing address: P.O. Box 101
City: Sandpoint
State: ID
Records Request Description: I write in support of the application by BNSF Railroad to
construct a 2nd rail bridge through Sandpoint. I believe that construction of an additional
bridge will alleviate safety and congestion issues on either side of the bridge currently in
place. Thank you for considering my comments. Sincerely, Shawn Keough Idaho State
Senator District One: Boundary & Bonner Counties

USCG0043453/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 9:13:08 PM

Name: Ken Carter
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Naples
State: ID
Records Request Description: concerning The BNSF permit application to add a second
railroad bridge across Lake Pend Orielle. Thank you for this opportunity to comment. In 1862
the United States Government granted right of way to the Northern Pacific to build a
Transcontinental Railroad across the country including across Lake Pend Orielle. that should
be enough said. there is no reason for delay all necessary permits should be issued as rapidly
as possible so that construction can begin

USCG0043463/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 11:40:18 PM

Name: David Stamation
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Sandpoint
State: ID
Records Request Description: Dear Moderator, RE: Request for Full & Independent
Environmental Impact Study After attending the Idaho Dept of Lands public hearing on May
23 in Ponderay I learned of the scope of project and have the following request. I respectfully
request that the Coast Guard commission an independent EIS. The proposed project is too
large and too multifaceted to skip this critical step. Two points: As a permanent Sandpoint
resident I want to know all risks have been carefully and fully evaluated. Second, we owe our
friends downriver from this project the respect to look out after their interests in a clean
environment. An a full environmental impact study addresses these points. Warm regards,
David Stamation Sandpoint, ID

USCG0043473/27

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

State of Idaho WebMaster
Comments
IDL Comment
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 11:48:26 PM

Name: Cynthia Goerig
Contact Phone number:

Exemption 6

E-mail address:
Mailing address:
City: Sandpoint
State: ID
Records Request Description: Dear Moderator, When I learned that there is no planned EIS
for proposed second rail bridge in Sandpoint I was shocked. Please reverse this decision by the
Coast Guard and commission an independent EIS. We owe this to the members of our
community and the natural environment. I cannot imagine how those with power to render
these short-cut decisions can justify it, when there are THREE bridges and two of them over
water, and one of them will drive over 800 pilings into the lake bed. If this is not a textbook
example of when an EIS serves it's role to perfection, I do not know what is. The current
proposal by the Coast Guard is not adequate and if they proceed ahead without a full and
independent study I will protest their decision and hold them accountable to explain why they
did not. Regards, Cynthia Goerig Permanent resident of Sandpoint
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Close up of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company Land Grant
Rand McNally & Co, c1890
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Close up of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company Land Grant
Rand McNally & Co, c1890
Map shows rail line around the north side of Lake Pend Oreille
and crossing the river at Sand Point.
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BNSF in Idaho
• Handles 1.4 million+ carloads in Idaho
annually
• Invested $55 million in 2017 on BNSF
infrastructure in Idaho
• BNSF helps deliver to Idaho retailers,
businesses a wide variety of consumer
products including packaged goods,
clothes, appliances, electronics,
automobiles
• Employees: approximately 337
Payroll: approx. $24 million+
• BNSF owns 106 miles of track

USCG0044793/27

Proposed Bridge Expansion Project
• New parallel bridge across
Lake Pend Oreille
• New structures at Bridge
Street and Sand Creek
• Would improve traffic flow
for both passenger and
freight trains
• Would help improve delays
at grade crossings
• North Idaho is a key
location on our Northern
Corridor for traffic moving
to/from Pacific Northwest

USCG0044803/27

Proposed Action Overview
NEW SECOND TRACK
- NORTH END (MP 2.9)
- SOUTH END (MP 5.1)

INCLUDES 3 NEW BRIDGES
-

BR 3.0 OVER BRIDGE STREET

-

BR 3.1 OVER SAND CREEK

-

BR 3.9 OVER LAKE PEND OREILLE

USCG0044813/27

Concept – Bridge 3.0 Bridge Street

USCG0044823/27

Jurisdictional Impacts Overview
TOTAL UNAVOIDABLE
IMPACTS TO
JURISDICTIONAL AREAS:

1.54 AC
 NEARSHORE: 1.26 AC



PERMANENT: 0.88 AC
TEMPORARY: 0.38 AC

 WETLAND:

0.28 AC

USCG0044833/27

Concept – Bridge 3.1 over Sand Creek

USCG0044843/27

Concept – Bridge 3.9
Lake Pend Oreille (North End)

USCG0044853/27

Sandpoint
Junction
Connector
BNSF Railway
MAY 23, 2018

USCG0044863/27

BNSF is a Leading Railroad
• A Berkshire Hathaway, Inc. company
• 32,500 route miles in 28 states and 3 Canadian
provinces
• 42,000 employees
• Approximately 7,600 locomotives
• 12,900 bridges and 91 tunnels
• Moves one-fourth of the nation’s rail freight
• Operates over 1,800 freight trains per day
• Serves over 40 ports
• Leads rail industry in technological innovation
• Unlike other forms of transportation, BNSF trains
operate on an infrastructure financed almost entirely
by the railroad
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BNSF in Idaho
• Handles 1.4 million+ carloads in Idaho
annually
• Invested $55 million in 2017 on BNSF
infrastructure in Idaho
• BNSF helps deliver to Idaho retailers,
businesses a wide variety of consumer
products including packaged goods,
clothes, appliances, electronics,
automobiles
• Employees: approximately 337
Payroll: approx. $24 million+
• BNSF owns 106 miles of track
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Proposed Bridge Expansion Project
• New parallel bridge across
Lake Pend Oreille
• New structures at Bridge
Street and Sand Creek
• Would improve traffic flow
for both passenger and
freight trains
• Would help improve delays
at grade crossings
• North Idaho is a key
location on our Northern
Corridor for traffic moving
to/from Pacific Northwest
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Sandpoint Junction Connector

Placeholder for Conceptual
Video:
"BNSF Sandpoint Explainer
Community v6_ 3.29.2018"
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Existing Conditions Overview

SANDPOINT
KNOWN AS
“THE FUNNEL”
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Proposed Action Overview
THE ANATOMY OF
HOW A PROJECT IS
SUPPOSED TO BE
DONE:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

DEFINE THE NEED
EVALUATE THE CONDITIONS
IDENTIFY THE ALTERNATIVES
AVOID WHAT IS POSSIBLE
MINIMIZE WHAT CAN’T BE
AVOIDED
6. MITIGATE THE IMPACTS
7 7
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Proposed Action Overview
NEW SECOND TRACK
• NORTH END MP 2.9
• SOUTH END MP 5.1

INCLUDES 3 NEW
BRIDGES
• BR 3.0 OVER BRIDGE STREET
• BR 3.1 OVER SAND CREEK
• BR 3.9 OVER LAKE PEND
OREILLE
8
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Sandpoint Junction Turnout
NORTH

(North End)
THE JUNCTION OF
TWO RAIL LINES:
BNSF (GREAT
NORTHERN) &
MRL (NORTHERN
PACIFIC)
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NORTH

Amtrak Depot

AMTRAK DEPOT
A SECOND MAIN
WILL NOT ALTER THE

RENOVATED
AMTRAK BUILDING
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Concept – Bridge 3.0 Bridge Street
NORTH

New bridge adjacent to (west of)
the existing bridge and will have
greater vertical and horizontal
clearance than the existing bridge.

Construction plans and timing to
minimize traffic impacts and
ensure continuous access.
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Concept – Bridge 3.1 over Sand Creek

Design and
construction
approach
would
minimize
in-water
jurisdictional
and
navigational
impacts.
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Concept – Bridge 3.9
Lake Pend Oreille (North End)
Design and
construction
approach
would
minimize
in-water
jurisdictional
and
navigational
impacts.
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Sandpoint Junction Connector
(South End)

NORTH

CONNECTION TO EXISTING
ALGOMA DOUBLE TRACK
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Jurisdictional Impacts Overview
TOTAL UNAVOIDABLE
IMPACTS TO
JURISDICTIONAL AREAS:

1.54 AC
 NEARSHORE: 1.26 AC



PERMANENT: 0.88 AC
TEMPORARY: 0.38 AC

 WETLAND:

0.28 AC
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BR 3.1 Sand Creek – Impacts Overview
1

NORTH
16
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NORTH

Jurisdictional Impacts – Sand Creek

BRIDGE 3.1 – NORTH END
0.05 AC TEMPORARY – NEARSHORE
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Jurisdictional Impacts – Sand Creek

BRIDGE 3.1 – SOUTH END

NORTH

•
•

0.01 ACRES PERMANENT – NEARSHORE
0.28 ACRES PERMANENT - WETLAND
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NORTH

Jurisdictional Impacts
Lake Pend Oreille Bridge 3.9 North

BRIDGE 3.9 – NORTH END
1.
2.
3.
4.

0.30 ACRES TEMPORARY – NEARSHORE
0.57 ACRES PERMANENT – NEARSHORE
TEMPORARY – CONSTRUCTION BRIDGE
PERMANENT – NEW BRIDGE
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Jurisdictional Impacts –
Lake Pend Oreille Bridge 3.9 South

BRIDGE 3.9 – SOUTH END

NORTH

1.
2.
3.
4.

0.03 ACRE TEMPORARY – NEARSHORE
0.01 ACRE PERMANENT – NEARSHORE
TEMPORARY – CONSTRUCTION BRIDGE
PERMANENT – NEW BRIDGE
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Jurisdictional Impacts –
Lake Pend Oreille – Project South End

CONNECTION TO
ALGOMA MAINLINE DOUBLE
TRACK

NORTH

0.29 AC PERMANENT – NEARSHORE
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Construction Staging and Access

OVERVIEW
1. EXISTING ACCESS
2. EXISTING STAGING AREAS
ON BNSF PROPERTY
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Construction Staging –
Project North End
EXISTING UPLAND
STAGING ON
BNSF ROW

NORTH

NORTH OF DEPOT

EXISTING ACCESS
FROM THE NORTH
& BRIDGE ST
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NORTH

Construction Staging:
South Br 3.1 - North Br 3.9
EXISTING UPLAND
STAGING AND
ACCESS BETWEEN
HIGHWAY 95 AND
RAIL LINE.

MULTI USE
PATHWAY TO
REMAIN OPEN
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Construction Staging:
South End Br 3.9 – Bottle Bay Road
EXISTING UPLAND
STAGING AREA
SOUTH OF
BRIDGE 3.9
EXISTING ACCESS
NORTH

FROM

BOTTLE BAY ROAD
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Bridge 3.1 – Sand Creek Navigation
DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION:
1. WIDER AND HIGHER
PERMANENT SPANS
2. NO NAVIGATION
IMPAIRING WORK
DURING HIGH WATER

3. CONSTRUCTION
BRIDGE NAVIGATION
SPANS AND PILINGS
REMOVED DURING
BOATING SEASON
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Bridge 3.1 – Sand Creek
Navigational Profile

Å WEST (TO WA)

EAST (TO MT) Æ
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BNSF SANDPOINT JUNCTION CONNECTOR PROJECT:

BRIDGE 3.9 – LAKE PEND OREILLE
WORK BRIDGE
SPANS
(102 TEMPORARY)

NEW BRIDGE SPANS
(49 PERMANENT)
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Bridge 3.9 – Lake Pend Oreille
Navigational Profile
DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION:
1.

YEAR AROUND WORK
PROPOSED

2.

NAVIGATION TO BE
MAINTAINED DURING
CONSTRUCTION

3.

VESSELS THAT CAN PASS
UNDER HIGHWAY BRIDGE
ABLE TO CLEAR BOTH
CONSTRUCTION AND NEW
RAIL BRIDGE.
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Proposed Action Overview
KEY TAKEAWAYS:
1. Project is to meet existing needs.
2. Project impacts avoided and
minimized to the greatest extent
practicable.
3. Project will maintain navigation
vertical and horizontal clearances for
the majority of the bridge spans
during construction; and will not be
the governing restrictive clearance
structures after construction.
4. Work is on BNSF property.
5. Work is privately funded, no state or
federal dollars.
6. Access and staging planned to
minimize local impacts.
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Bridge 3.9 – Existing Conditions
END SECTIONS ARE APPROXIMATELY
10 YEARS OLD (STEEL PILINGS)
MAJORITY OF BRIDGE FROM 1950S
(CONCRETE PIERS)

9 SPANS AND PIER STRUCTURES
FROM EARLY 1900S
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jessica Spencer
Comments
Bridge Support
Monday, May 28, 2018 12:09:13 PM

I support the second bridge.
Jessica Spencer
Montana Rail Link, Inc.

