a UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
Address Reply to: :
COMMARDANT . 31 Mareh, 1960
U.8.COAST GUARD , PIIB:
WASHI NGTON 26, D. C. MLV (OO -MIN-GRO-2/4

WOOD DUCK 11 a-T)

From: Chief, Merchent Vessel Inspection Divisiam
To: Commandant -
Via: Chief, Offioce of Mesrchsnt Marine Safety

8ubjs Marine Board of Investigation; Explosion mid fire Motorbomt
RJOD DUCK II on 9 Jenuary, 1950 resulting in loss of life

1, Pursusnt %o the provisiona of Title 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the reoord of
the Marine Bomrd convensd to investigate subjeot ocasualty, together with the
Findings of Fact, Opinion and Reocommendation, has been reviewed snd is for-
warded h.mi.tih .

2o The motorboat WuoD DUCK II, 14 gross tons, 36 7" in length, 12* 3*
in beam, built in 1944, powsrsd by two gasollne engines, Waa employed in The
so-oalled oharter fishing business in the Mismi ares. On the woraing of 9
January, 1960, the WOOD DUCK II took on gasoline fuel during which there was
8 considerable spillage and spparently a leakege from an emsrgenay gasoline
tank: This vessel departed from Key Largo, Florida at approximately 1120
hours snd after proceeding 1f miles to ses, exploded; drifted to shore and
burned to the water's edge. The weather conditions at the time of this
casualty ware clear sky, ohoppy sea with an Basterly wind at 35 miles per

- hour,
3. As a result of this casualty the following person lost his life.
' Charles K. Greon, Owner and Master
4. The Board made the following Findings of Faot;

)

“(1) The charter fishing boat WOOD DUCK II, officisl mmber 248461,
explodsd, burned, and sank on 9 January, 1950, which caswmlty result-
ed in the death of Mr, Charles K. Green, master snd owner. o

(2) The ¥0OD DUCK II, was a documented oharter fishing boat of 14 -
gross tons, 10 net tons, 36' 7" in length, 12'5" beem, 4'5° draft,
built da 1944 in Miemi, Plorids, gasoline propslied, twin sorews,
owned and operated by Mr. Charles K, Green, 2045 B.N. Street,
Miemi, Florida, ' ' '

(3) The weather at the time of the oasualty wass Sky olesr, sea
ohoppy, Basterly wind at 35 mph, visibility good.
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(4) Tho WOCD DUCK II, deparived Mioms, Florids, on 6 JM
+ith Hr. Greon es Master, ir. nato, Urs.
of the mester, and ¥, & Hrs

(5) On the ovening of 6 Januery, 1950, the pariy arrived at Ccsan
Reef Club, Ksy.Larga, Florida, vhers thoy obbained rocms. On the
morning oi 7 Jasuary, the parvy loli Cosan Reel Club 4o go decp sea
fishing, but beacuse of rough water, returned to the olube On 8
AJanuary, the party did not go cut becsuse of the weather. On the
morning of 9 Jamuary, the motors werc started and the WOUD DUCK II
proceeded approximately 100 yards to the fuel pumps for refueling.
The main taunks, which were of standard meke and located on the stern,
were filled. These tanks were properly equipped with vent pipes and
were filled through a £ill line on the oatwalk. The emergency tank,
which was of 30 gelloa ompacity, was also fillede This tank waz a
rectangulsr tank, of U.S. stondard geuge number 20 or 037" thick
motal, 12°X 14"X 324" with single locked joints on each side of beth
the top and bottom of the tamk. In those icoked Jjoints there were
two 1/8" riveta, and it is believed theso joints had apparently been
soldered, but owing o tho extreme heat when the vessel durned, no
‘troce of solder was found on any of the joints. The top of the

tank, in one corner, had a oast iron fitting riveted to theo tank
with & 2" pipe thread hole for 2illing purposcs. On tho botom Zhere
was a similar type fitting 1/2™ in diamster, which was undoubtodly for
a feed lino, There was slso a 1/2" hole in the top for a vent pipe.
This tank was located in the forward part of the cabin, port side, -
directly over an eleotric bilge pump, and & short distance forward of
the engine. . This tank had not beon used between Auguit, 1949, and the
time it was filled on the morning of the 9th., Thors was a valve in.
the feed line on the bottom of the tank according to the testimony of
¥r. which was not checked to it was open or closed.
After vessol refueled, lr. & lrs. decided to return to Miam$
by sutomobile. The vessel departed Osean Reef Club, at approximately
11320 eem., with the following peraons on boards Mr. & Mre. [N
and ¥r.[JJl The vessel proceoded to sea, and after pessing the
east end of the jetty, well clear thereof, it turned north towards
Miemi. 'All three porsons on board were on.the flylng bridge, where
spray was being taken from the approximate 9° waves. Due to rough
weather, Mr. went below in the cabin where he laid down on the
saat over the port engine. A short time afterwards sn explosion
ocourred, which blew lir. [l portly through the port window. This
explosion was, scoording to rs. testinmony, apparently near .
or slightly in froat of the port emgime, as the port seat over the
engine was blown up in the middle and she further stated that she
could look down through same into the bilge and ses the flames. Ah
attempt was made to reach the fire extinguishers which was unsuccese=
ful. All of the life preservers were stowed below in the bows In
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Chiof, MVI Division to 31 Maroh, 1980
Cozmandant - Qi6=2/4
(WCOD DUCK II a-7)

viow of the fect it wan tanks irould szplode, the party
abandoond tha vossels Hr'.m;ewi.ng £irs%, followed by Mra.
lator by Mr. Greos, neno of then woaring 1ife pressrvera.
re. atd &, [ ere roscucd aftaer eppreximately S0 -
mimates in {ho water, and Hr. Grecn e short whilo afterwards, floate
ing hoad dowrwerds. The pardy @as telop achore with artifical
resuscitadion beling givon k. Green enroute, with no gusoess. A
dooter was celled, = upen arvivsl pmronounced Mr. Creen dead ss o
result of Jrowming. :

(8) ©ho vessel drifisd in to shore whore it burnsd to the water's
odge, acd was & total loss. The damnge ez ectimated at $20,000.00.
Krg. Cirecu and Mr. Albury auffored no permenment injaries :

5, "~ Tho Board expresscd the following Opinions

"It is the opinlon of the bosrd this cesuslty was caused by & leak
in the emorgenoy tank orocating gasoline fumes in the bilge, which
wore 1§nieed by a spark fxom the elsctrical bilge pump or the port
motor,

Ge The Board made ths following Rescmmendetion:

a1

It i3 recamended that no further action be taken in this ease
Other than publication in the "Proceedings in the Mevchant Harine

Cmmil o.

REMARKS

7 The Findings of Faot and opinion of the Board should have inoluded
icformntion as to whethor the subject vomsel was in conformance with the
appliosble safoty requirements of the Aot of April 25, 1540 amd the regulations
thereunder. Frooise information so far as asdertaivable should have boon ine
oluded in the rscord with respect to thoe relationship of the edequacy or ime
adequacy of ventilation requirements ns speoiffied in 46 C.F.R, 2G.5=1 o the
probairle cause of the expleosion. Similar information should have boen sub=
mitted as to whether or not noncompliance with 46 C.F.R. 26.2«2 requiring life
seving dovices to be placed in a reedily acoessidle location, caused or
contziduted to the loss of life of the master of the veassl. In view of the
inacoessible iccation of the life saving devices on the subject vessel, vessols
of similer type, engaged in the recroation sport fishing trade in the carriage
of passengers for hire, should be cheoked to determine that all 1ife saving and
fire Pighting devioces are so placsed as Lo be readlly soocessible in conformance
with the regulations contained in 46 C.F.R. Subohapter C, : d
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Chief, WI Division o 81 March, 1950
Commandant ‘ -2/t ,
‘ _ . (WOOD ILCK II am7)

8. Dus t0 the lack of precisely detaniled facts conceraing the cause of
the subjeot ossualty, particularly in relatlion to appliosble gsafety regule-
tiors, it iz uot deemed that suiffioient information iz contained in the .
reaord of subjeot omsuslty to warrant its publicatlon in the Proceedinge of
the Merohsnt Merins Council cs rscommended by the Boarde

S Subjsot to the forogoing remarks, it is recommonded that the n[lm
of the Merins Board of Investipgetlon te approveds : :

/o/ Eaw. C. Cleave
EiNi, Co CLEAVE

17 April, 1950
EB-2/4
(WOOD DUCE II a=7)

Fromi Chief, Office of Merchant lMarire Safety
Tos Commandant :

Forwarded, recommending approvale

/a/ H. C, SHEFHRARD
He C. SHEPIEARD

APFROVED, 18 April 1950

éeé MERLIN O'NEILL
1]

Vice Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard
Commandant






