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* UNITED STATES COAST GUARD - WI
“ASHINGTON, D. C, 2% Pebrunty 1953

(USS ROCHAMKRIN - WASHITGLTON

' a-5 Bd)

Froms Chief, Merohont Vessel ITéppsction Division
Tos Compandunt
Via:s Chief, Cffice of Horchant Marioe Sufety

Subj: Yarine Board of Investigation; oollision betwe«n UJSS RUCHAMKIN
and taonier 83 WASHI GTOY, off the Atlantic Coast, on 14 MNovember
1952, with loss of life '

1. Parsuant to the provisisns of Title 456 CFR Part 136, the record
o the Marins Board convensd to invastipate subjec? casuslty, togethsr
with its Findicza of Puct, Opinions, and Reeommerd:tioes, has been
revievad and {3 forwarded herewith.

2. Shortly after midnight on 1L November 1952, a nuwal circular
formation of hezvy ships with forwsnrd screen was in operatin on a
weaterly courase off Cspe llenzy, Virginia. Thes USS RUCHAMKIY, a fast
attack transport of destroyer escort type of 1,800 tons displacement,

at a speed of 22 knots, was approaching the north side of the [ormation
from estera on a peorallel westerly course. The SS WASHINGTON, T-2 tanker
of 10,195 §.5., fully loaded, was to the south of the formation and vas
bound northward at a speed of 14.2 knots. The SS ASHINGTON passed ahead
of the formation off herstarboard side on a crossing course, except that
she passed astern of the two nortberly scraen vess:ls off her port side.
When sighted, theo USS RUCHAMEIN mistook the SS i'SHI'G™ON as a maval
vezsel in the formotion on & parallel course in the same directi-n and

. pasither vessel had eny kncwlsdge tha' s crossing situation existed until

collision wvas inevitable =ri its avoidance by any maneuver wes impossible,
The USS RICHAMKIN and the 55 WASEINGTON collided at approximately 0215,
1L Movember 1952, 55 milee 920 from Cape Hanry Iight. The night was
dark, calm ses,ard exzellent visibility. The estimnted demage to the

USS RUCHAMKIN wae 803,706 und to the SS WASHIYGTON unknown tut relative-
ly less. A4s a result of this cusualty, thirty-two persons aboerd the
RUCHAMKIN were injured and the followinc persons on Loard that vessel
lost their lives:

Allrad, Keoneth U CPL
Bekert, Edusrd J. Je. CPL
falwiler, Jobn 1. VT

Kenny, Ragmond CPL
Pcoma, Faocuale T2
Bods, Reliph A. PFC
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<dlef, MVI Divislan to 27 February 1953

" Compandant (U3S RUCHAMKIN - WASHIRGTON
a=5 Bd)
3e Ths Board made the fallowing Fimdlngs of Pachd:

1. The US3 RUCH MKIN, APD 89, 1o a fast attack tramsport of
destroyer esocort type, 306 feet long, 3 feat 11 1/2 inches beam, 1800 tone
displaccusns with turboeolectric propulsion capable -f giving & speed of 22
plus knots. On 14 Boweaber 1952 she wus en route from 1i%tle Oreek, Virginia
to join a naval formation off the Virginia Capes.

%2. Tha 38 WASHIPGTON (ex-COMMR-RAS), official numbsr 243111, is
2 T=2 type tenk ship cof 10,195 tons, turbo-elsctrio drive, of W B
Delavare snd ownod apd operated by The Texms Company of Wew York, N.Y. She is
523 1/2 feot long, 63 feet beam, was loaded vith a full cargo of petroleun
products bound from Atreco, Texas to Philadulphia, Pa. on & time ehartered vop
age for Atlantic Refining Company to vhich ths ceri o vas consigoed. The SS
WASHINCTUN was lest given anmusl inspection and drydock exemination at los
Mhﬂ, Celifornia in m' 1952, :

%3, The RUCUAMKIN and the SASHINOTON were in collision at 0213
WASHINGTON time, 0215 RUCHAMKIN time on 14 Fovember, 1952 at a point approxi-
mutely 55 miles, 92° trus from Cape Hemry Light. The bow of the WASHIIGTON en
tered the port side of the RUCHAMKIN abaft the bridge structure at the after
troop compartment and the port engine room. Angle of contact was approximately
90 degrees.

*4e ALl times bere:fter uved are Egstern Standard Time as kept
Su the WASHINGTON, (It ifsassumed that the bridge olock of the RUCHANKIN was
synohronised with those of other ships in the formation it was to joinm).

"5, Llisutenunt, junior grade, v.s.N.R. (I
wvas offieor of the deck and had the comn of the RUCHAMKIN, under supervisioa
of the coxmanding oft'icer who was presest on the bridge, from 0001, 14 Novesber
1952 until rolieved by the commanding oificer, lieutengnt Commnder [IINNEGEGE

U.5.5, (), instants before the collision.

“. N o150 of unlinited mater's 1iconse ¥o.
B vos second mate of the WASHIFGTON and was in charge of the navigsti n
of the WASHINGTON from 0001 through time of collision om 14 November 1952,

*7. I 1icense o, mester of the WASH) MGTO®,
vas aslesp in his cabin stateroom vhen collis oscurred and had not been
called prior theretc bmt proceeded irmediately to the pilothouse when avcken=
od by the oollisicn,
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8. The RUCH'MKIN was procoeding Lo join a bent line screen
formaticn of four shipe screening e cireular formstion of heavy ships, five
of vhich vere ot ths periphery, spacsd at anguler intervals of 60°, 1000
yarda distamt frop the USS FRUNMONT, thw ship, in ospter of eircle with
an unfilled station om the periphery 120" relative from the guide.

%9, ‘The line of the scresn wes more than a mils ahoad of tha
guide of the asavy siip formation., Formatiam speed wvas 14 kpots spd formae
tion covroe was 257°,

*1C. The sbhips in the zcroen and in the heavy ahip formstion were
exhibiting pavigational lights.

"11. Fram 193/, 13 Novezber 1952, through time of callision,
ROCH MKTi: exhibitad navigational lights oconusisting of mestheed, range, side,
and stern lights. In additfon she exhidbited fyrom adout 0200 to and through
oollisicn a epeed sigpul consisting of two shite pulsating 32 point lights ia
horizontal 1ine near the truck of the foremast,

"12. RUCHAMKIH proceoded oastward {rom off Camp Fandleton,
Virginla to join the formaiiom. Being south of the formation she gradually
rounded to the eastwerd of the forma‘ion commencing at 0104 swinging through
sorth and fimlly steadied on course 2659 true at speed of 22 knots at 0201
vhen she vas sbout 3 2/3 miles porth und eust of the heavy ship formation
guide,

¥13. WASHINGTON exhibited mavigational lights consistin’ of
sasthesd, range «nd side lighta. Ravigational lights, includiang the green

- 8fde 1ight of the WASHINRCTON, were sighted by the FREMONT at o distance of

about seven milea bearing 229° trus.

"l4. WASHINGTON pessed 4.7 miles west of Terget Lighted Buoy "TB*,
noriheast of Caps Hatteras, st 2048 on 13 Movember 1952. From thet point
WASHINGTON steerad cuurze 007 1/2°9 trus @89° gyro at a speed of 14.2 knots.

115, Al about 0100 WASHINCTON made & temporary change of course to
port to clear veasels sighted thres points on the port bow and thin resumad
sourse 009° gyrv.

96. Srortly after 0200 WAS!IINOTON mode a 14 degres course change
to the right to put on the port bow red lighta of two wessela sighted alwost
de=d ahesd nnd shortly thereafter resuied buse courss of 009% gyro. No whistle
algnel indicuting direction of course %o starbourd was mede.

"17. WASH:NCTGN pasced aheed of ths two southarnmod sereening vessels,
astern of the one just nerth of theso, en! ahoad of the six vessels in the heavy
ship formetion,
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*18. WASI{INGTON passed ahscd of CAPRICCRRUS, the ship 60° relative
from guils at 0208, At 0208, when WAUIISGTSN pussed aheed of CAPRICURNUS,
4ASHINGTOX and KUC/AMY.IN were 2.4 miles apsrl on courses crogzing at an angle
of 102} degrees.

19, S9cond xate MIMMGL2 oot became sware of presenfe of RUCHAMXKIN
uatil a half cinute before collision at widch tiwe 3o imediatsely geve the ocme
mend for lsft sull roider followed by zeveruil short blaste of the whistls and
ringing up of full astern on engine roox telegraph, Budder was at full left amd
engine wus going full astern at imstent of collisica.

"2, During the time of apuroach of the WJASHINGTGX on the naval
formation blinking oigmnl lights fros ahips lchin the Jormaiion were observed
by Jamws I. Jaith, the helmsman, on the JaSiIINGTOH from 0155 to Of25.

*21, Formation ecourse cit-nge from 270 to 257 true w p made at 0147,
Engine speod reductisne from 14 knots %o eight knots und from eight knots to five
knots wors mnde by the formation at 0202 and 0203 rvespsctively.

R22. The prescnec, mimitss prior to collision, of & aumber of vessals
under way on the starbo:rd bow was knoun to pecond officer Riehe of the :HASUINGTON,

#23. After the ..SHTNOTOH pasued out g of the .ormation
her lights were sighted by Licutenant Commandaer UeSate,
Communding Officer of RUCHAMKIN, who wes on the port bridge wing. It wes not
determined Ly lioutensnt Commander until zbout one minuts before colliaton
that the WASHINGTON was a vessel other than one of the formetion. Chunge of
course to 270 degreee true wes mede immediately and seconds later course change
to 275 degrees vae msde. One-half minute before collision command of right full
rudder (which is 35°) was given, ut the rudder had been moved right only 28°
when collision oscurrod, No whistle sigmals indfcating that RUCHAMKIN was
4directing iar course to starboard was mede at any tixe,

%24 Abcut the tims WASHIRGTOR aleured formation an attempt was
made by USS FREMONT to commmnicate vith JAS! .HGTON hy blinker ssarchlight.

225, The veather on the moring of 14 November 1952, prior to and
at time of collision, was dark, clear, bright starlight, no moon, calm sea, light
2irs and exoellent visibility.

26, Surfece radars on both RUCHAMEIN and WASH %WGTON operated satis-
faotorily frem 00C1l throug: time of collision on 14 November 19%2.

"27. RICHAMKIR and 4ASHiNGTON maintained propdr lookouts and otherw
wige vere full manned for the safe navigation of the vessels,

"28. Before collision there were ne failires of material or equip-
mentdon either RUCH'MKIN op JASH™ MOTON other them that of the gyro course re-
corder on the latter wvessel,
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*29. At the tiim of collimi:sn o) saxr cae btoura ;rler therseio
FUCHLMETIF wus operating eingly, having not !2indd [ormetios.

*30. RUCWUMKIA vas imoobilirzed as a yosult of the collision :a ms,
toed to Morfalk Ww:l Shipyurd. '

"), WASHIMGTGY wes oble %0 ppooswd at reduced speed to FPhiluadelphias,
Pa. after having stocd by to render apsistance an required by 33 UAC 367 untid

%32, Modieal and oiher apsigtenoce was given RUZHAMKIN by other sewal
wossela,

®33. Theres were no veosels other then the ton vescals in formatism,
MOC - KIN and JASHIWCTON in the vicinity ab “he tine of collision,

#3%. The follouing U. S. Army personrel wha vere in the after troop
oompurtment 4p RUCHAMATH et timo of the collisilon died as & result of the eollision

ALLRDY, Renveth U. CPL Usa
ECXifT, Edward J. Jr. CPL Usa
rULWIL:®, Jahn T, T USA
KS88Y, Raymend CPL gsA
PQA, Fasqusle P2 UsA
~ B:DB, Relph i. Prc USa

0f thoze tie irst {'lve nared vere pronounced dead prior to
their arrival ad the Norfoll Baval Base and FFC Bode died om 16 Kevember 1952, at
the U.3. Raval Hoepital, Portemcuth, Virginis.

*35. The following personnel om the RUCIAMKIN were injured apd trung-
farred to thw U,S. Newnl fospitsl, Portsmouth, Virgina, for trestment,

Q5K

YiToA

305K

ey

FA

803

VT USA
PFC Usa
GPL Usa
T TsSA
T Usa

*36. The following verso:mel in RUCIAMKIN wers shakes up and sent to
barrncke, U.S, 'aval Amphibicus B:se, Littls Creek, Virginia,
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*37, The Pollowing psrsonnsl in the RUCHWMFIYN were injured amd
transfersed to tue Neval Alr Station Infirmar:, Morfolk, Virginie:

- bu -

amixmry sesman, Wi wus serting as
bow looksut M %be forocastlebwsd of the La3HTHCTON at the tirxe of the collislon
guf ered oo injuries as & awsult of La collision, @@ wus anbulatory shen he
aprearsd 2 i witnoas befure the Bosrd on 1f fovember 1352, Fo other personnsl
in ti=m .ii7d U UR vere reporved to hove been ‘njyred as a resuit of the o-liisiea

*39, Tho dumsgoe 4o JASHINGTOM wap confined to tng bow. The stem
ard stell piuting vore opened for & height of 18! faet camencing st aboud the
20 foob wxztcerline, Tha torn stem amd storoo nd shell plating vsre curled over
to the ~rt =ide. All dasmge was conf.nud forverd of the collision bulkimad,
Betimnts. cost of repairs and roplsceomt of lost eculpeent ls sbout 5,000,

“40. The RUC..MLIR sufferad extsnsive danuges ebove and below Llie
waterline on the port :ide between {remws 98 and 125, ool [rom keel %o super-
atructurc. Flocding by ser wator and/or fuel oil wes snoountersd in tre follov-
ing campurtacniss Bed, “ngine Rooms C-20) EL, Crew’s qu rters) Ce201s, Medicul
Stare Rocn; (-201«2 EL, lsundrys C~201 L, Crev's (uarters, C=203 A, Trooy .:toreq

Ca04, m, urne's uarters, C=207 E, Steering Gacyx Spacej Ca2F, Cwl , Caldr, o=fT,
6AF, C=47, C=7F, Cedl, Shaft Besring Corpartmcnt; O-dk, ah&f’t Bearing "aapr.r!—-
sents f;:;; ";wBOD'l and CelOM, Estimsted cost of repairs is 803,706,
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"41l. There weie no compleiats about the copduct sfter tie coilisisn
of porsononel of elidbsr weweel.”

& Tha Baerd exprasssd the lellel. g Opinionss

*l. The use of redur waz not dercaded Ly rea on of excslio:nd wisi-
Wlity vhlch vould mxe determinuticon of burdens und privilepes of vessels da-
peadent upom visusl observation of nuvigation lights exhibited amd of relative
Savenent thereof. :

"2, S5econd wate Bioh.; tnew tim' if be meintained sourse ani speed
of wcHTG 0N he culd pass throuch what D8 new vas a ncval formstion appronehe
dag his vesssl froc Lie sturboard.

3. After passing cle r of the naval formetion the attention of
sscond mute Riche ia tie JASHINGTCW was directed towards the hesvy ships of the
formetion which were aboub to pass ast. rn of [iSHINGTON, and for thet reason '@
d4d not leers of the peesenocs of ROC:LAMKIN until the two vessels were in i1
hﬂ of a oollision,

%< Th:% Lisutensnt Commender ] Comaending Officer of
KUC..AMKIN, whea lights of #ASHI GTON were first sighted assumed that they were
the lights of a vescol of the hsavy ship formation that he wvas overtsking ca a
averly parellsl eourse.

"3. Fram 0208 the starbourd hend ruie spplied und the «ASHINGTON
vas the burdened ve::el in a2 cros:ing situation.

%, Fallures of RUCHAMEIN and WASHIVGYON to scund vhisile cignels
indic.ted the changes of courses made prior to cellision did not conatribute to
the cause of collisioa. ,

*7. Scoomd mate Richs reglected to use the osrecautions required
by the ordinary pr.ciios of seamen in hiv fmilure to aveid crossing ahsad of the
muvul formetios, and by raason theresi' ba was responeible for tiw developnent
of a2 crossing situciion vhich involved risk of collision of ¢aS. I .CT0H with
RUCHAMKIN, OJweond unte Riche by hie failure to timely change course or speed
or both, to avoid crossing zheud of the RUCHAMK'N was solely at famlt for the
oallision,

"8. Although Lisutenant Comoander [l st120 o evaluate
correctly the orossing sftusiion until about 1 mirute before collision ths holde
ing of course el aypsed up to that iretant by RUCIMKIN was a fortaitoue come
Pliance with the ruis requiring the ;rivileged vossel to do so.
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negligaegs undg She Loatlentlon o his duticy of MNdver T. (dgha®
5e The posrs @ods Wle Toliowing, ccomanueiions:

w1, By Oliver Ve Cdaha, mevisr?s license U5, - be chuipsd
*Ath insttantion to outy in alldng to dswover th: pressngs of LUK p
tmasdictoly arior paodng cleor of tis povnl foraviion and with peylect of
duly in bt jx Tellod to swercize e preguwtion of Lhe orcin.ry wractis of
gagnen oad pagwod oo d of » navel formutdon of :dch he wes burcaned to doep
aler,

®2, Thel Lho cage be relarrad ty the Deprrtaent of Justics for
the prosuguti n of Uldvay o :dehs for vicletyon of Li NEG 131s."

o Opirdon peregreph 2 of the Hoard thut Sagond “ats ‘iche lnew that
1f he m.iptained couvse ¢ spesd of the UANHLNGT i, he would paps throvgh
whet he knaw waa & neval fovmabion :pproachim his vessel froas the starbozrd
15 not concuriod withe In this conveetisn, the Board in view of ite questioning
the magter, second mute eml the raile officer on poard the TASHINSTH ss
whether they regeived ioformation through Notlee o doriners or olherwisc nith
pespect 0 the prescrce of oaval amphibiouws oparsiichs off Jupe Hemry on or
about 14 Moveuber 1932, should heve offfsred eviderce ey to whelher or not any
auch lnformation wos astuslily lsszued. So for as is ascertaineble neithor the
lyorographle U7%1ce nor the ueoat vused in ~sghingeon, L. C., or the

Sth Const wmard ldetrict issued eny Motlse to lerinors or wada any radio
broadoasts Lo the o'fect thnt emphibious mivsl formations would be operaiing
50 miles off vepe llewcy.  The Notiee to lariners iesded by the womaander,

§th Joust .uard dlstriot su LU Hovember 152 0 the effact that on 14 Hovember
1952 amphidious operatious would be conducted in the vicinity of the Capo
Pendleton barsh ares, wiuld not cover the sros where the aubjeot collision
gocurred o) wae only for loesl distridbuidon.

7. e Tellure of both vaascls o i ht esch other in time o teke
o0llision sviuiding sction is inexcussbic. The opinion of the Soard,

ver: graph B, %o the ef fect that ICDN Jousson fulled to evilunte gorrectly

the croering situstion hefore the collision occurred is coneurraou with sinse
the evidencs clesrly indicstee thet the USS LUCHAKIN teok no cognizance of

the foot thrt mercheat or other non-form:tdsn vessels might be in the vicindi ty.
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She proseceded at hish spead into s group of vessels, the identities, courses,
apeeds and distences of widech she was sppurenily uwwawars, Rer commanding
qolfficer agrumod that he pussod a naval vesse) on the siavhosrd quartsr of
the circular formeiion and furthor sosumed thet & vessel with regulation
1ights off Lis pord bok was » navel vessel in the Pormetion on a parallel
sourse 1y the agme direstion, nut which in fact way a revchant veseel on an
intorseciing collision course, The comanding offiocr of the RUCHAMKIN woe
evlidenidy se intent on fuliiiiing his naval mimedon in manouvering in ths
viciuity of, and toking My station in the formation thut he fidled to
proserly ddemtify tho AUHINGION, or determine her coursa and speed, snd
thus nopgisoted ths normel procavtions for sefe navigation, This neplsct
of precautions wyler the riveumstences cannot be condoned parzly becsuse
of the chanes sitwstlion thel the HOCHAMKIN had ths ASHINITSY on her port
rutier than starboerd bow wuder @ strained interpratation of Artdele 19,
particularly in view of Avticles 21, 27 and 29, Intermetionn] Regwlations
for the Preventim of Collismions at Ses,

&, The cvidence in the record of investigation of subleot cuzusliy

doss not estebiish that there is any evidence of criminel oulpability on

the part of may p rson sl accordingly duplinate coples of sueh rocosd will
- pot be trangmitted to the U, S. Attorney Censwul for the institution of
Qﬁﬁm wms B : .

h ?. Subject to the foregeing remurks, it is recormencad that the

Fiodings of Fecl, Jpinions and Recommundations of the Muyine Toerd of
Dnvestigation he aporoved,

/67 EDM, A, RICHHCND

Lh, A, RIGHOND
Acting




I 4
. :
IR T AN
ﬁ' Thief, ¥R vivision in : 27 VPosrasry 1953
Conmandz. ‘ (ULE BICHAUKIN = nSInNgeDy
a=3 i)
RIRST N vEORT T YVI menorandum of 27 Pehruory 1953 B

, A _ 30 Harch 1953
¥roms hinf, 0ffica of Yerchent Marine Lafely
Tos Coamondand

Subl: Harine “oard of Investigation: cpllision betwesn US. RUCHAMKIN
and tank:r S5 LSULHGTON, off the Atluntlc Ceast, on 1L Hovember
1992, with loss of 1ife |

Yarwarded, resommending apoyovel.

/8/ ¥, C, SHEPHFARD
H. C, SHEPHEARD

APPROVID 1 April 1953

/8/ MFRLI¥ O'NEILL

S HCRTYN WL
Vice Admiral, U, S, Coast Guard
Comnandant
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