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GO ANDANT | o ' 5 December, 1950
Us S. Coast Guard ‘ (THERESA A. a-1 Bd)
Headquarters o

washington 25, D; Co

From: Chief, ﬂsrchant Vessel inspection Bivision
Tos Commandant
Vias Chief, Uffice of Merchant warine Safety

Subj: Marine Board of Investigation into disappearance of fishing vessel
THEHESA Ao, with all persona on board, off the Atlantic Coast
September, 1950,

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 CFR, Part 136, the record of
the Larine board convened to investigaste subject casualty, together with
its Findings of Faat, Opinions, and Recommendstions; has been reviewed and
is forwerded herewkth.

2, The motor vessel THLRXSA M., 85 ascertained from the records of the
Bureau of Customs, was formerly the QS 56, an Army 104’ aircraft rescue
boat, built in_ 1944 at Atlaptio City, N. J. This vessel, after private
purchase and conversion, was dooumented for the mecsker2l fishery on 17 May,
1950, The THUHESA A. departed from Fairhaven, kiase., on 9 September, 1950,
and was last sighted fishing on Georges Bank, approximately 100 miles &E X N
of Nentwcket Lightship. At 1920, 12 September, 1350, the TEERESA A. sent

a radio message that she was in distress and at 1907 sent another message
stating that the vessel was beinj ebandoned. After a thorough search; no
trace of the vessel or its personiel have been found and it is presumed
that the THIRESA A. foundered with the loss of all persona on board. Very
severe weather conditions prevailed in the vicinity of the THERMSA A. from
11 to 13 September, uUne fishing vessel skipper cn the scane reported that
on 12 September very heavy seas prevailed with a N X NS wind reaching a
velooity of approximately 55 miles per hour.

P ts & result of this casulaty, it is presumed the following orew

menbers lost their lives:

Skipper and halfl-cwner

4. The Board made the following Findings of Faots.

®1. That the THERuSL Ao of Heg Yo N, Y.. official number 253485, of
138 gross tone, was owned by and and

thet thse Reconstruction Finance Gap. held a morigage on sames

‘2, That the THEKNSA A. departed Fairhaven, wass., on September 9, 1950
for the fishing grounds on Georges Bank.
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3. That the THRRESA A was last sighted on the morning of September 11,
1950 at sbout 1000 Quesen on Georges Bank about 100 miles ExN of Nantucket
Lightship fishing in company with other fishing vessels,

4, That the TILRLSA A comnunicuted with WOU at 1920 Greenwich time,
September 12, 1950, advising of distress, ship sinking and taking to dories,

5. That at 1967 Greenwich time, September 12, 12060 the THLRESA A com-
ruanicated with WU, advising of sbandening ship with one Jory, twelve men
aboard,

6, That WOU sdvised Search and Rescue Control Center, First Coast dusrd
District, Hoston, lass., at 1527 wueen, September 12, 1950 that the fish=-
ing vessel THERWSA A waa in distresa.

7. That prompt action was takern snd a plene dispatcihed from Salem, which
arrived in the distress ares before dark:

8. That the DEXTER, LASTAIND and CUJS BAY were promptly ordered to pro=-
cood, and immediamtely pluns for an extended search by sea and air were
madag

9. That a murine broadcast was made and several merchant vessels pro-
ceoded to the viocinity and searched,

10, That adverse weather conditions hampered vessels in reaching the
socenec

11, That the COOS BAY and the DEBXIER reached the area expeditiously
and commenced searcshing on September 13, 1550 with several planes and
the search was continued until September 16 when the case was glosed,

12. That ok September 13, 10440 square wmiles were searched by seven
planas and two cutters.

13, That on September 14, 8230 square miles were secarched by seven
planes and two cutters,

14, That on September 15, 2880 square miles were searched by five planes
and two cutters.

156, That on September 16,.1700 square miles were searched by two planes
snd one cutters.

16, That the marine broadcast was continued for several days.

17, That the mos®t probable srea for any survivors was thoroughly searched
with negative results.




Chiuwl, suy olviesicu o Y ,L
Commandunt 5 Degember, 1950
: ( THRESA A e<1 Bd)

18, 'That the search was re-epened and the CASTIE RUCK diverted on re-
turning to port to make a search through the area on September 19, 1960
with negative results.

19, That this oasuslty wes within the scope of rescue operations of the
Coast Guard.

20. That communication difficulties were encountered which did not affect
the conduct of this cases

21, That vapying weather conditions prevailed during the search,

22, That Us 8o Weather Bureau information wus broadcast at regular pre=
scribed pericds by Hadio Green Harbor W)U and Coast Guard Radio, Boston,
NuF, for marina purpcesef.

23, That some weather information wus also available from commercisl
broadcast stations.

24, That high winds with asccompany.ng high seas prevailed in the vicinity
of the THERLSA A for an appreciable period from September 11 to September 13,
1850,

25. That smell craft were cautioned to remain in port for the next thirty-
Bix hours on weathaur forecast relessed for broadcast at 0311 Zebra,
September 11, 1950,

26, That M@ storm warnings were displayed from Cupe Ann to Bleck laland
at 5:00 a.m,; September 11 and remained hoisted until 1:00 pomc, September 13,

27. That ithe s torm area in connection with the hurricane ranged over a
wide areac

28, That the master of the LUBuNRAY reported very heavy suvas, waves very
large, N NB winds, fifty={ive m.pch, at 6320 pem., Soptember 12,

29, That the master of the LUBKNRAY after evaluating the situation upon
receipt of storm warnings decided it would be safe to stey in his present
position because he had plenty of room to drift.

30, Ihat the LUBUKRARY, which was in the vicinity of the THERESA A, rode
out the storn suceessfully, and thut other vessels fishing in the vicinity
eventually reached port sufely and that the LUBINRAY was unable to proceed
promptly to the scena of distross due to adverse weaihser conditions.

21, That the THzRuSA A was originelly designed for other than fishing.

32, That tho vessel was equipped with radic telephone and loran,

nz)@
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3%, That the dory handling geer was defective prior to the last Zrip.

ayuipped with two 1lifs rafts and twe d orles.

55, Thal 1ife preservers Wels C& ied on hoard,

35, That the hand bilue pamp wes 2ot opsrating

i
A i

prior to the last trip.

37, Thut the method of seauring ths muin hatch wus not in accordsne
with standard practice in that nc metal bars wsre provided.

Z8, That the sacine room oulkhseds were bight when Lhe vessel wax in
pa-3 3
the shipyard during Jepuury 1980,

49, That the visible ballast wes a0t sesurad.

40, That the THLERSA A had cne bilge pump copascted to the maln engine
(4 ang slechsrically deiver suxiliary bllge sumps

47, That Urbanus bStar wag the ilasht muster of racord, which wss recorded
at the Cusbton House, New Hadford, Wess., on fugust 18, 1950. 1t is to
& i [~ Ly
e moted that Stoure, the nashsr of recerd, s»ppesred as o witness before
HE, o 4PE

this bosrd.

4%2. That the

Jast her dories during this storm.

4 F
4%, That e trace oi tho was Cound.”

The Vosrd oxpressed the following Oplailonas

wis mesber on the last nrevious Wrip.

wi"l‘i ’.}’.’h.e‘-.t_ omper of the THERESA A, was mate and _

51

The.t;_ being an owner of the vessel was master of the
THERESA A on tals partioulsr vy

Foga s
).

{3} That the stractursl wembers oL the mdl were in apparently good
- :

iﬁ} Phat thers was o tendsnoy for some slsck practices in the routine
1‘\

gperation of the THLWHRSA & u the part ofthe various masters on previous
tl"ipﬂ =

(5} “That it vas possible for weler to coler the vessel and that the pasth
Lion and owie g was not in accordance with the practices
of good svananshipo

b

ot

13

.
£

gensral ocpera

{6 That wenther informmstlon was broadoast sufficiently in advanse for

Fighing vessels in the vicinity of Georges Bank for them to teko souwa
precau uloﬂary moasuraed,




Ihat 4 he vessesl fouandsred dus o sondiSions arising ouvt of ths Led
their which provaileds

{8} That <the crew of the THEHESA A did not abandon ship successfully dus
to the state 2f © he weathor,

{9} That the following men composed the crew of the THYRLEA A:

{10) Thnt Hhs above-namad crew members are preguned to have heen lost on
or sbout September 1g, 1950,

(11} That all reasonable mwasures were taken to locate and render assiste
ance Lo the THERLEAL A.

(12} That facilities and eyuipment were adeguate to cope with the sitvation.

{13} That the position given by tbs THLRBSA A in her distress message was
fairly accurate.

{14 That the search coaducted for U he THERESA A and survivors wes thor-
osugh and adequate.

(15} That no persons atteched to the Cosst Guard or other agency of the
tovernmzut ¢eused the casunlty,

{16) That no mesmber of the Ccast Guurd was guilty of any neglect or mis-
conduots

{17% That the two dories sighted did not belong o the THERMSA & inasmuch
a3 the wasbsr reported thot they were abandoning ship with one dory.

{189 That facilities to handie press relations wore inadeguate but hac
no beering on the conduct of thu csse-

{19) That all vessels engaged in the fisheries be subjest So the laws
goveraing inspection of wvessels by tho United States Coast Guard,”
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6. The Howrd made the blilowing Recommendationss

" . e ~ 2 . N .

Lo {hat ail vwesgsels progeiled by internal combustion engies
licensged for commercisl fishing be brought under existing regulations
{for merchant vesse.s.

2. That a study be made of weather information surrounding the
hurricane of Septenber 1! to determine whether aearlier forecrste can
he givon in the future teo essist shipping off the FNew Bngland Cosst,

3. That the fishing industry be advised of t{he desirability of
palnting boats and refss Intornational Jrange.

%o fhdu standby equipment for handling distress communications in
the Comecenter be svalunted snd luwproved.

6. That facilities for handling press relations by the district
of fioce during serious distress casab be evaluated and improved.

6. That pending aporroval by the reviewing authority no further
action be taken and the case be civsed,”

R MARKS
T Opinion 12 of the Board slates that all vessels engaged in the fishe
eries should be subject to the laws goveraing the inspection of vessels by
the United St~tes Coast Guard and Recommendetion L of the Board states that
all vessels prepelled by internal combustion engines licensed for commercial
fisghing should be brought undoer existing regulstions for merchant vessels,

8, From the record i% is ot clear whether or not the appliicstiocn of
merchant vessel saloty roquirements to the THIRESA A. would have prevented
her loss. The reeord does not contain sny descriplion of the TIIIRESA 4.

er information with respect to her seaworth)y characteristics, such as
strecgth, subdivision, stueblliity, draft, fresboerd, etec, The redord does
ghow ﬁmﬁeverﬂ that the THURKSA As was &klpﬁared by & holder of an unlimited
chiel mate's license aad that ths material condition of the vessel was satis«
Pactoxy.

9 From Anformation svailabla in the record of iavestigation, together
with information obfaluud from the Departuwent of the Army, with respsct to
tho construction and characieristics of the THLRESA A.. it would sppear that
due to her shallew draft and high freeboerd, defective steering arrangement,
hatch covering and unseaured ballast, the Euuﬁbuﬂ L, wes caught in the trough
of the sea from wnich she could not extricate herself and was overwhelmed

by either tha shifting of the unsevured ballast or the antrance of water
through the defective hatch or both.
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A0, Congressional kills for the extension of the marine safety statutes

to fishiag vessels as suggested by Recomuwendation 1 of the Board already
are pefurs Uongress for cousideration and are as followss

(a) Ho R. 464 ~ n bill to apply the marine safety statutes and regu-
latious thersunder to sll motor=propelled vessels.

(b} H. R, 3254 - g bill to extend the merine safety statutes and
regulations thereunder to seagoing motor-fishing vessels of 15
gross tons or over.

11, Racommendation 2 of the Board states that a study should be made of
woeather inforaation surrounding the hurricane of 11 September to determins
whether esrlier forecasts can be jiven in the future to essist shipping off
the Now Mngland coast, A copy of this report will be raferred to the Depart-
ment of Commerce for the attention of the lwather Bureau and for such action
as may be appropriate in view of the recommendation of the Board,

iz2. The recommendetion of tne Board that the fishing industry be advised
of the desirability of peinting boats and rafts International Orange is fully
conourred withe. Since there is nc legsl authority to require the fishing
industry to paint boats and refts international Orangs, motion in this direo=
tion can be best brought tc the attention of the fishing industry by appree
priate persennel under the jurisdiction of the District Commander,

13, The evaluetion znd improvement of the handling of distress communisa=
tions in the Uomcenter and the handling of press relations by the Distriost
Office, a2z indiemted in Recommendations € and & of the Board, are matters
more appropristely undsr the jurisdietiomr of the District Commander, follow-
ing which appropriate recommendutions, if neocessary, may be made to HQ.

14, Subjeat to the foregoing remarke, it ie recommended that the Findinge
of Yact, Opinions, and Regommendetions of the Marine board of Investigation
be epproved.

/8/ BDW. C. CLEAVE
EDW. Co CLEAVS
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Chief, BYL vivision o #V I
Crpmaudens U weocsmber, 1350

{THuRBSA A. a=l Bd)

Ind-} M

24 January, 19561
From: Chief, uffice of werchant .arine Safety  ({THLRESA A, a-) Id)
To: Coummendent

Forwerded, recommending approval.

/a/ U, C. SHEPHEARD

Ho Co STRPIGLID

APPROVED:  January 25, 195]

Js/ ML RLIN OTNLILL
MaRIAN " din L LL
Vice Ldmiral, U. S, Coast Guard
Commandant






