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Foomt Chluf, kercteod Toeasel Inspooctior Division
Tat Corzmndant

¥iar Chief, Offfes of Morchant Marine Safety

fubJr Morine Board of Immestigsiioans dissppénrante of
viensel SUSAN off Atlamtic Conot of United States with seven
PeFnonS on board
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vursey, on 5 Decembex 1997 for fishing cotivi « The wveathey coo-
ﬂithmdnﬁwthmﬂnﬂmm:tmmtm-m. n
19%1&5&&%&5“@&&“&““&&“%
mﬂlthumu;hmnhfurthwuulhmhm-hﬂthmﬂ.ﬂm-
eulta, It would eppear timt the Clohing vessel BUSAK han been losi:
el saa vhiie engaged in fishing activiiios and thot all peven

raghers on board have perished, The eavse for the wessel's disappax-
exoe cannot ba ascertalived. ;
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casualty, together with ita Fimdings of Faot, Opintons end Esecumeids—
tiona, hes been roviewed and 15 forwarded herewith,
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F+ A reviow of the roeord of lnvestigstion of @ wot castalty imif-
cotas thot the Epard lmn wxplored poanible featurus
of the cupe which might eplain or aocount for the SUSAN‘e d

Eisever, 1t would have becn helpful I7 ths Board hed inolndsd im iis
veport thowe pertipent facts which wore lsarped during the imveatigation,
e:d uwhdeh describad ouch detalls e tipe of lifeboat = whare znd how
cixrded, espentinls of conversion, repairs to ths weasel, aress fished

iy and ths experisnces of formor cyew nephers respecting the veas:l's
prrlornerou.
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Hear Admiral, U. 5. Coasnt Guard
Acting Commandant




HEPCRT
of &
BOARD OF TOVESTIOATION
convensd at
OFFIE OF THE COMARDRR
TAIRN COAST GUARD DISTRIGT
B0 lafayeite Strest
How York 13, W. X,
on

1L Fammry 1954
By Order of

THE COMAARDANT, UHITED STATES COAST GUARD

To imuire into the disappearance of
the Fishing Vessel SUSAN off the Atlantie

Coast of ths Uaited Jtates with seven per-
scns oo board,




a = a1y ' o T - . & =
AT, Donmze 3y L. il e el EAp
iytel 3y b i I ] L
L vl 1 T & ol -
ma TEelng k oE SLopdns
vaseel, wilth avay
eV LR

ET J...',I', el LT LA

i PR : o . e o0 S ThE P —~ = oy -‘.
i - .C,.Ih. R R .J:-'-.-. ; A S UEAE GIRTINL DL aLs W

|-_- q:'\-l-. P s *'L P =,

= Breadeidd [ P T K S P BV R

= b - ' "i-_.'r\. O - '3 - iy - . -

e vhoR L L‘.-:..l.;.-.= Lans £ ugkeerahel Dishing voolal

HI E Frn . n. [ o P ™ . . -, [

SR gD Do, ohida el b Yosd, 234 Geary Stwresed, Lroolilinn

PEw Toati.  UhE sasbes e MO, CCUnAN J0nansG, 27-d Guweh Staeet,
Spealign, Bow Yok,

%, S bvbhe t4ms the IURLE detoatel WATAwood, dair Tossar on T Deeasosr,
1555 ko follovdey paral awvew mRis Vare anranii

Bpealdva, H. 3., duastberd
Teonklyn, Dsar E'nrh:, Enginesiy

Foolklym, #oy ¥ork
rooidm, Iow Mo
Yrooklyr, Hew Yovk

Brosilym, low York, and
"{:‘..l._.lﬁ,....r.:"i"ﬂl J.l, 1-‘] :-'«'-Fcllihﬂj:ﬁ.'.-'- 5

hs SUEST wam ek exeolebiedinee Duot Goost Gussd vuesel which b
Zou, aomyvdened Zndo & m-;.n-*" sl Flobing wvetdel. oo evialoncs e-*--
raased, a5d pretlla pletara of - il I’a:-:i'-_:'.i:_’.‘.: 5}, whe followd
ainaris wee wade whe e 'i.* |3.<,.?"L 5135 -r,. :u'-.a';":-.'-'.-".'. toto o fishing Ve, Wk e
Bl -:'i* BOTAG Wad MLIved Tiom b « L 1:-='t!| Ltu:r' maddslipe o tos
sdtmaes opmh o westely enyiia ¥oon aleipdl .t‘.-" cudilshiy to oft powd af
T o E_.N-.-} £ fink kold 1:.1.-’1 o

.- ~ — L
LT 1 IR P v Li!'}‘_..i. 7, =y C i - oy

:‘I. C & i e f\.l-.“.. i _:‘Elu-‘b |..I|;‘ e -\': e M % ] SR |1~b - M 1 o ﬂ‘%—: ...1-":-\'14 ‘.'Id.uj.: a !--I-\-I. E.‘L" o B
1y dhiueber insballed Sandc: 4 mEST ..,p:n:um ,_.‘-,1;.3'!'4-' 24 Yeat high sxi 0O
-.:-'.-- ‘. :'-1 & 5’1.4.3- r'ITl' E:L u} L% H -f.-...- X -l -.l_-.-l_l.- ), :ﬂ: ﬂt\.u 20 n-. '-.'-I.Fr '-'i:- : I.I—ls.i-"lil.rr:-r -rl ol

fes Sopwieds @ 300 galleonm Swel efl tanl dnrtallad en dedk efb od 1..-5.-*.m
hovuers Tya ptgel E,:J_l- A ‘wr 13 b aﬁ..:-?.,-ﬁ.., aza on esch adde of ﬂr‘

1223, pemb.  Alse, o1l fock synmsent poryailly cerrded oh sk alghly-mic
Pact vosat Cuend veuussl e IvIoVsC.




C F. e vaBLel was seuisad uith yadio.felipiine, loreo, Fetlygoatae,
cpd WsgRsthe compard. a6 wes alse equiypel wlth o Mdfeboost, o lifo
rift, nad Mle. precarvers, suliloiont o apormyuriate the enllre Ao,

H.  The vessel hed pade sppeoniuataly traniyedive teipe asos Linhlng
=gusel ajnes Lolag convertsd,

. Tuz weether conddticpe batuson 3 Orexdasr, 19533, whea T vessol do-
paarted ildwood, Rew Jevasy, sod 10 Docsuber, 1953, betsmon wadeh dabes
tirg atorms ooourred, wers as Dolleww.

e. 4§ Decambar, 1952 - ciwar alden, good wisdbilily, smriace
winde wweet to northwesd 14 to 20 knotoj

b, 6 Decomber, 1953 - visibility pood 10 to 15 miles; light
vorishls winda 5B to 8 10 to 15 lmots, increasing to 20 o
25 kmots by 1930 hours. Szall eraft warsings were poated,
Block Island to Fatterazae;

©. T Decorber, 1953 - wind IW 20 te 25 kaote, rain ood
fog with faiy to pooy vislbility, veas bullding to an
averags of 7 feat;

a. © Decenber, 1953 ~ wind ¥ to 34 15 kuots;

e. 10 Docember, 1553 - wind 8 to 24 25 to 30 lnots, shift-
ing bo BH 30 to 35 knote, atorm warnings posted. S2es
building to so average of 9 fleet.

3. Cn 4 Doconber, 1953 master of- tha Susay, . NN
notified the ouner, M. by talophone that the veosel wes in
Wildwoof, New Jerasoy; thet thay bed entered fhat port beeswse of rowgh
wsather, also to meke come minor epgine vepalys. FHe also edvised .
B ibot the vesoel would depart Wildvweod, Few Jarssy on g Daceuber,
1553, to resums fishing ectivities. S8inca thai date, lir. [N has had
no word from ady of the orew meubers, now bes he seen the vemsel.

§. At 11550, 19 Deveuber, 1933, the Group Cemuonder, Cape My, sdvined
the Commander, Third Coast Cuerd Distriet, by diepatch, that o Mr. I
hed mdvised bhot offics that the fialing vessel SUSIK wes ot
ur days overdus., Afrereft were lmmedistely dispatched by the
Commuander, Third Coast Cuard Datrict, te meke = search of the area.
&11 shipa off Hew Jorssy coast and Cape Moy ares wore notified by radlo.
Broadcasts wore repeated every half bour. On 20 Becamber, 1933, the
Commarder; Pastern Arvea, took cver the vearch from the dietriet and
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3 Folyuesy, 1954
L2 {0151 )

eriord cdditiona) ylanes froo the Plyet, Third, apd Fifth Nistriets

1pba 48 ceaveb. AL commrelsl abvesft wore notdfled, all Ceast Cuard
shfus oing to o comdng fron stabics were alerted; alsoy coe plans g
dirpatohod by the U. S, Alr Joree. This veavel: coverad sn avea of
appre:inetely 200,000 sqoare miles, uithout rasults. Humerows ocmsandco-
ot chodke Were also condueted by the Firet, Third, and Fifth Districts
with rogatdve rosults. This intersive seored wao continusd through 23
Decanbiar, 195%. Singe that dste al) curface vessels bhave beon keph
alertsd by mears of notice to mariners.
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1. Toat tha Coast Guay? eahunsied eil reatonstls means avallable
1m iis effort to loests tha ﬂsuﬂl.

5. That due to the verisns changes which wero mads when the weasel

wan convarted ioto 4 filshing boat, the vecsel's stability mey Lave

bacn offected. However, in tha abtense of any awailable aintar ship of
ths pome contbruastisg ot whlek an innlindrg tost coold Yo made, or
actusl msasuwrenent, weight of materinl, at coters, that was either added
o oy remyyed from the vespel at the time of conversion, this epinion
wvould be purel)y qomlacture.

9, it is, therefore, the cplmion of this Board thad the fisbing veseal
STUGAN vas Yoot &t wea with all hamds aboard, and that the amact couse
of th. vessel's disappearancs camnot be detormined,
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