UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

Adiresess Reply to:

CillepdatiDANT e

U, &, Yomset Guard

Readquarters 268 april, lﬂ'ﬁl.-
Washington, D, C.o (sTukl [Vanlul »

ASTRA(Uandah) Ce3 Td)

From: Chief, Lerohant Vessel Inspection Division
To3 Commandsot
¥is: Chief, uffioe of ierchant karize Safweky

Subjs Marine boerd of Imwestigeticny 58 UIssL LiVadtuR o 58 ASTRA ~ gollision
on BU wareh, 19bl off Little s,g lnlet, lew Jdursey.

ls Pursuant to tha provisions of Title 46 OFR, Part 138, the record of
the Marine Besrd convensd to investigete subject casunlty, together with ite
Pindings of Faot, Conolusions, snd Rescsmendstions, has besn reviewsd and is

2. The & STREL laVeildl, m Creight yesssl of 6688 g.t, nnd the BB ABTHA,
s Danigh frelightar of 2700 gots wore inbound to NSew York. The weathsr was
denss fog, and both vosssls, although sounding regulatiom fog sipuals, were
ng #t sxoessive speeds, At spproxcimately O6LY on ¥0 karch, 1861
the STEEL INVEHTUH and the ASTEA collided spproximately 15-20 miles Southsast
of Atlantio City, Hew Jarsey, As = result of the eellision the ASTRA senk
and e GTLEL IIWWLLTR sustained ¥25,000:00 in drasges. Ho lives wore loa%
and 1o injuries wers sustalned in this ocasualtys

1 The Beard wsde ths following Findings of Faat

%1 The Amsrican freight vesssl SInkL LIVEVIOR sad the Danish frelght
voosal ASTHA gollided at appreximately @317 A e of 30 Marsh, 198l

in = position $9° 11! north, T4® 74" west, At the time of the collisiom
fog prevallsd with wisibility of less tham 1,000 feet, & southenst
wind, foros 3 to 4 and woderste Sef,

2. ¥he SikSi INWSHTUR 1a s freight vesssl of 5,608 groas tons,
offioinl nuwsber 220776, bullt in 1920, owned sod oparated by the
Isthmian 5t Co.. af 71 Greadway, Sew York City. The vesmel wan
in oomsand of of Dastin, Flerlida, The Tessal 1%
single screw pesersd Ry rarweas Srodd gompound turbine of J100 horse-
pewer. Ear propellsr piteh 15 14" 6o0°, and under 82 R Pu M., bor
saximae speed loadsd is slightly better than 11 mota.

5, The ASTRA is alsc a stesm vessal of 2,709 groas tons build in
1945 and cwned snd operated by Ths Stesmship Orion Inc, of Amaliegsde
35 Copmhagen, Lemmark: The yeossl's propulsion is steam, double
oompound oxhsust turbine, rated horaspewer 1800, propeller pitoh &ok
moters, 08 R. P. M., spesd sbout 11 kustss: Ber saster was Captain
I Lannosvel 5B Copeanagen, Desmari,
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4. rhe STEEL INVRNT.R had deperted Philsdelpbis on 20 wareh, 1361
partly ladem, bound for New Tork. Har sarge ocusisted of 1,TH6 toms of
geoarsl sargo snd stesl, snd her draft forward was 13 2" wud aft 18 8%
After having posssd -verfalls iight Vessel the course was set for Fivew
Fathom Benk whioh was passed sbesm st 3110 Ae Mo A scurse of 40 degress
tras WAs set Crom Vive-Fathom bDank, per gyTo OoNpARS, uhioh had one de=
gres sasterly srror, Shertly sfter 5500 As M. the maater, who had
besn sleseping in the shart room,; Was sallsd te the bridge by the shiel
sate ¥ho war on Watoh, The reason for sumsoning the master &% this
time, was that fog had set im, redusiag visibility te spproximstaly

3/% wile. The teleyrsph was plaged on standhy end the rewolukiows of
the sagioes redused to 60, whioh wuuld provide a spead of approximately
$ knota or alightly overy Fog sigeals wers sounded at regular iotarvels.
At about S:18 Ao ko & fog sigsal was heard shead clightly om the pert
bow, ani the STHLL LIVENIUE's sagices wers stopped. nithin seconds
thersalter snothor fog signal was hesrd on the port bow, close sboard,
and the engines wers ordered full ssters; her wheel also ordered hard
righte Shmultaneously, the ASTEA bove loto sight, approximately a

ship length abead, »nd the STESL 1EVedToRYs wheel was immediately put
hard lefte Tils menouver was made slmost immediately upon the right
wheel order, which had not ns yst affected the ship's hesding, The
veasel swung left, and widle so swlnging, oollided with tha ASIRA, her
stem striking the starbeard sids of the ASTRA in of ths bulkhend
betessn pumbers 5 and 4 batohes st aa angle fiﬁ-hﬂwu

§» The STl L.VENTJR's bow trated inte the ASTRA's nide

MppTY ing savers damage, &3 & result of whish

the ASTHA's after holds wers flesded, causing the after end to simk
deeks to AlEost LaESAiately; Ihe JIXEL JHVANTUR maasuversd in elese
prexismity to the ASTHA in order to resder sssistense, sud ot 6230 AN,
the orew sf the latter vesssl wers ordersd to ebsadon shiv wsing thad r
own lifebosts. All hends of the Usnlsh vesssl were teaken ou baard the
STREL [ SVLETOR which contimwed te remain in the vielnity of the rtrikm
Talsale it 'Itﬂ-ﬂ,;. +he manter of the ASTRA with six oesbars of his S,
returned to the wesssl in order to make further determimstion as o ber
sondition aad elso to drep her anchor, which was domes After the sas=
ter had determised that the vessel was spparseatly in s sinking condie
tiom snd that the angiuﬂmhulth-dughtm:pllrhu.hlﬂl
left with his orew and returned to the STEEL DIVETTOR, The ETEEL IN-
YUNTOR' s master alse offered to put & hrwser on board the ASTRA md
take her in tows This offer was declined by Capthin for
reasons ws stated by him that he did not consider it the
STEEL 1LVEUTUR %o mansuver inte pesition fer such speration, due te

the imersssing wind and ses, end further, that he would prefer the
assistanos of m regular towiag vessel. Ia this eonuaetion it is neted
that » towing vesssl was requested by redie, but doe o weathar sondi=
tions, «3 well as the cundition of the ASTEA, no contact wal made.

At 10:70 P. M. on 30 larch, the BIELL INVENTJR, alter ommuniseting
with the Const vuard Cotter TAREHIA which was in sttesdemes, ressived
inatruotionsto presessd to Kew York, whioh 1t did with the smilre

srew of the ABTRA on board nis wessel,

-alll'




Chief, rVl Livision to 28 rpril, 1261
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6, The ASIRA had depurted from Fier M, —ust Kiwer, Few York ez 20
Laroh, 1961, bound fer Hawens, Cute. ihe vessal wax partly lsdea #af
ryitg # total toomage of 1,163, snd drewing 11 8" ferward snd 10 10°
2ft, Ia addition #o her carge. she also oarried her ballasi bake
£111ed with ballast wnter, totaling sppreximately 570 tomse A ftar
dissmbarking ber pilot st Ambross, a svurse was ket for Baroegpat Light
Vesssl per standard eompass, sod erneget was pasted abesm closs to
port st Esdl Ay RBq From this polnk & gourss of 190 degreea trus was
saintained oaloulsied to take the vessel § miles off Dismond Ghosls
Ldght Yensals The wind wes acuthessterly force 4 t¢ & with » hesd
seay which reduped the Teasel's spesd thriugh the water to anproxie
mately nine knotss At 4100 As b, ¥he wateh was ghanged sod the shief
offiser tosk avery Lbortly after G 0*olsck, fog ast in with the vizi-
bility redussd to less tlan 2 festy The master was oalled t2 thae
bridge wad the engine room welegraph wes plised on stindby, Hbsr than
thet, ne redustion of apeed wes erdered, resgulation feg signsls wars
sounded snd at kbout 8110 A, Mo, the rirst fog sigaa}l of the SYSLL 1=
VEATJR was heard on the AzThi's starbourd bow, and Fpeed was thes re-
dooed to slows, TFeur more fog sigasls weres subsequently heard from the
STBEL I.VhETOk, sppisring to brosdang sad shortly bofore the Sellisica,
the STEML LIVELTIR waé sighted sbout four péints on the starboard bew
af the ASTRA, approximetely thres ship=lsagthh sway, sppres at m
angle, snd apparently awiagiag lef¥, At that %lme, Captein

~ mmnu-mm-uu-qmmmumm,m
attespting to msnewwer his vesasl perallel %o the STREL INVERT'R, in
ordar to minimize the affeot of the cellisiomo The Yessels subsequents
iy osme together as deseribed, st en sagle of about 80 degress, The
lesation of the osllision sa dulermined by Dend Reskening was Laty 397~
11' morth, lenge 74° 73' wests

Y. A5 (o tue finel &taposition of the ASTRA, she is goasidered

# totel lossy sben the STLEL LUVLNIOR departed the seems at 10220 Pu Yo
om 30 karsh, the forwerd snd was still sflsat but her after-bedy was
submerged und apparently toushing bettomo The vesasl subssguently
settled with both topmasts sbove the surfase in Té Feed of watar,

105 ailes, 0975 degress trus from Atlamtie City Light, snd wes alse
marked by s buoy losated 200 yards amd 120 degrees trus from the

wreaks The damage 0 the STEAL iMVENTUR was sbowe water, and forward
of her sollisicn bulkhead, and is sstisated at $25,000000,"

& The Deard made the following Comolusionss

®1. It is svidest that the actions of both mavigators contributsd
to the collisionm, amd the resuiting major damage, The master of the
STEEL 1FVeiToR, in prooesding &t & spased of B knota or hetter, with
e toil wind and io & treffieked sres, should have realized that he
was at & disadventege to hear fog signsle shead, under the praveils
ing conditions, and governed himsolf scssrdingly, It is not ool
. sidared that by reduveing apesd to 8 knots or batter, ha thereby pleced
r his vessel in & positicn to mansuver sffeotively %o avold pollisiom,
Although he hesrd two fog signals ef the ASTRA, the time imterval, ss
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well as his headway wers such that any mansuver ¢ ttempted after the

4SYHE was sighted wuld be ineffective, He should have, after the

vessal entersd fug, made & more substaatisl redustion in speed, snd
jndisated same on his engine recm telegrsphe Under the sxisting ocom-
ditions 1t is not believed that the epesd of the SIEEL INVRITOR waa
moderate, and to that extent, Captain i scasidered remiss

under he 5. 4450, as smended. [s was therefors charged with magligsnoe
with an appropriate specification and olted for hesring on 18 ==ril, 1951.

2, As to the mavipater of the ASTHA, it is equally evident that

he did not navijate his veassl in soverdance with the governing

rule ia fog. when his vessel entered iog, oo sppreoioble reduction
in speed wes made until he heard the first fog sigaal of tha BTRLL
TNVl JR, At this time he pleced his sngine room telegraph on slow,
Further, slthough he continued to hear the cpooming vessel's fog sig-
nals, he #&s obvicusly unstle to detsrmine the peaition of the STREL
[WViliuk, sud for thut reasun should have stopped his sagines, if nDe-
ossaary, ®nd cavigated with csution until denger of gollision was
passeds Thers is no doubt, that had both navigators reduced thelr
vessel's speed substantislly or suffisieat %o maintain bere stasrsge=
way, they would hate beem able to satimate more agourataly their re=
1ative position during the approsch, and thershy passibly avoided
sollision, or at least minimired its effect.”

The ioard mads tha Following Recommendationi

*1, 1mn view of the disposiiica set forth in the sbove ocomolusions,
snd furtier, simos no jurisdieticn exists with resvsct to procsedings
against the Danish master, no additicnsl astion is sunsidered De=
gessnrys Ln resomsending thet the saze bs closed, the Hoard calls
attention to the appareat practics of plaaing ths magine order tele=
greph on standby shile undersany ia fogs whersss some slight re=
duction of spesd by pre-errangesent is alse aede subsequent to the
standby sigoal, the effect usually falls far short of the intent of
the Governing Fules It is sug,estsd that this subject be publicined
in the Coumell Frocesdings, stressing the duty of pavigators te mube
stantielly reducs spesd in fog, wad to use the engine order talegraph
for its intemded purpose, o that all engine waneuvers may be properly
registersd and soknowledged, and nlso recerdsd.”

BuknRES

It ia reccsmendsd that the Findings of Fust, Cocelusions, apd Eecommsnds-

tion of the Warins board of lmvestigstion be appreved.
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From: Chief, ffiocs of Msrchant wLarine dalety (BTEL Jiwn'.ﬁ'-..mﬁam c-3 Bd)
Toi Commandant

Forwerded, recemmending approval.
APPHUVED: May 4, 1961

Mz "Rel

™ Vios ddmiral, U. 8. Const Guard

3

Commandant






