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AW TAGTON, U, C. L

10 Degombe: 1057
{SPARCTIN: a-11 Bd)

From: Ghi:f, is=echant Vessel Tnmpoction Mwislion
To: Garmordent
Via; Cht:f, Office of Merchant Marine Safedy

Subjr  huecles 3card of Investigationg explosisn and sinking MB
SFALTLIE (27 J 405), Catalina Channel, 27 July 1952,
with losp of life

. Pursuunt 0 the provisione of Title L6 C.F.E. Part 136, tae
record of the Marine Goard convened to lovestigate subjeot casmal’y
togevher with Lte Fledings of Fuct, Oplnicns mc Recommandatlons, hae
baan reTiewed snd is forwardad horewith,

2. Early on the morning of 27 July 1952, tho MB 27 J 005 (SPiRE-
TIMY), ' ' draft 3'67, propelied by a gasoline -
engine, t in 1550, for a fishing excursi.ca
at eou in the vicindity of Sante Catalinz Ialend with 11 pessengern
for hire and the ewmor/operator on board, During the morning, verdoup
pastongers prepired thelr breakiast using the corpressed petrolme:
cooilng systam an board, During the day the pazoline engine powsiving
valt tank pump did not fumetion properly and various efforts vere

the
+" “aade to repetir it, including the dismentleseat of the carvureter, At

approrimatoly 1600 while returning to Ssnte Moaica, at trelling sreed,
& suidon violent explosion ocourred whilch literaily blew the boat o
plecee without slms of any flash fire, Az & reoult of this caswliy
the mlicensed ouner/operator @d elphi of the prasengers, as lisied
beloir, loat thelr lives;

Vealey Wigging, owner/operator
Gereld Drenner, paspengsr
Evergtt Tumipassd, passengos
Fervin Vollmer, passenger

Al Burber, pacsenger

Stanley Mumn, pasfenger

Carl Jackeom, passeng:i
Lacnasd Yoahdno, pasoonges
Jagk Sukenogs, poassengo
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5. Cew osd ot e b Pellesdng Plodings of Fasts
R Tiodes e sprvacar S8 E-*.'LE-JI'IH:_:, fiveed Humbare ﬂ v m:s.. of

L8 ¢ dled, californin, s budlt of weod by the osmer at Sante
famien, alifarmis, in 1050, Length 33%, beam 9169, draft 316,
wapdind vy o Ciryelor Uroun sas sngine, Scrisl Yo, SM 718003
A 115 berseaomer, ) ralsed caldn foruard contelned teo bunke ,
wilel, et oa tptune stovs, Abaft the cabin bulkhead arnd below
ihe cockpdt dook ware located the genaretor, & one eylirder pup-
(riven Wigre and Streiton badt tenk pump, the main engine and
i fyal tasds, o bedt tmok wes lopated in the after emd, Tha
el and ewine controls were Juwet abeft the cobin bulkhesd on
‘the port side &l & gnall hwiane tenk vos ide

The bott wes Tegistored 12 : hrlmnd
esley V. 1-gdms, of Santa Monioa, Caiifornis,
for porongeial Find . icformation Indleated that the

SMARITIT s sturdlly buldt by desley Nilprios who was a profession-
£l esrpurcor end, that the bost was euipned in complionce with %ie
Fotorbow i ast of 25 aprdd 3940,

i That Weeloy Higrine did mot posscss o motorboat operator's
liconse iesued by tha Coast Guard huvine boo rejected for the
rengon of bedng color blind, hut i.hn‘n k3 hod cperated bosts for
about, Five yoars, Oocasionelly be took somc friends along for

a doy of fishing ord onoe or twioe o vesik ho took out parties

for a Jup aun conclderation, the moncy ULy bedng colleoted
from the individuels by some ons mesbor oF crganiser of the paryy
although the SPARLTINE wap Licensed for cammredsl fistdng only.
Tio bout wed not advertised as bodng svallable for olurter partiecs.

"3 Thut the cunar/eperator of the B SF/TDME ¢ Hesley WHppivs
and the [ellowing pereons;

Le m‘ﬂﬂn“, m-

{11.:' Eﬂlrwnﬂ M. mlifu
{c) Cullver Ciyy, Calif,
(d) Falen, Calif,

(@) Kvareit Purndpsesd Los /ngales, Califd,

(£) Marvin Tollmey ias hageles, Calif,
(g) AL Harbsr, Los ingeles, Colif,
?h} Carl Jackson » San Fodro, Calif,

1

I o: sles, Galif,
5.1} Joak Sykenage, Loo ingeles, Cali?,
i'l} Loanard T i ingelos, CGalif,
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P~ Crmands (SEsBTLE w-il s
- boowdad = & L1 0.0 au aeotd fhecios Pler et or sbout Gdx on 27
July 1957 o L ewiretiie @ lewe Yl iolty of the W and of Seats atoling

Iglond fed . dmy of ¥ovis o

U, et o thiz cocasion werett Turndpeeed wume tho orgacizar of
tha part: @y, wd 2o lsetod 8,50 Crea each of the surviving passengers.

g, That the il englae d¥iven bait tonk pumys did not Oumetien
proparly e thet Jepley olyding apd Stunley ihnn, & mechenic by trede,
worked on 1% enversl tires during tie trip and on two occcamicne removed
the garbarwicr. it ia8 last w.rked on botwean 1400 and 1430 at which
time the Foal e g.e cisconrected becouse of cpparent lsek of fusl
supoly.

e Thot wrcmse Tlahlng wes poar the SUAR TIMS wes headed back for
Santa Moniow st or chout 1430 ond progeeded at trolling spesd., At or
about 1600 & sudden violent explosion occurred which ldterally blew the
boat to pleoes without signe of oy flash fire,

e That iswedlitaly following the explosion eleven of the party
were acoaunted {or in the water, Carl Jackson had disappearwd with

the blast, 4 iaos, the ownor, retrioved eleven life preservers from

the cabin poctios ani diotributed them to the curvivars with the exception
of il Barbar whe dissppoored before he could be resched, The survivers
clung to ta of the weotkage, 40 or sbout 1700 igrins left the scens
stating thet ko ould toy to swin S holp, Jock

ales struce -t Lo &are 6t or aboat i
reabera diod ond Adeippeared leaving and on oo plecs of
wreckege ard fnaght on acetbor plece of wreckage & distance mmy
but out of sight {roe: eech other, Yho wisibility wes pood untdl early
morning of 28 July vt vhich time it was less thom one sile, The sed

MRE Choupy .

"8, That sotwiixc of sar 1990 oo 27 July, liecutenant
af the Snta  sotea Lfemuards vhile on duty vomenced _
phone calls iTos concarned rolatives repanding the MB SJel N beciaise
sho wis owordie, Thinking that the boat n:l.ﬁt- have been delsyed by

the night warioos

acine trovhle G obther commod CINSeS allowed a usual witing
:ﬂ:& of thyoe Wours after the .'ﬂ.l"l'h-]:l'ﬂlﬂ ce:1 befors ho notified the
Coast Guard crd rave then pertinent information concerming the baat,
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The Coast Ouem iyvty 57 icor wialuated the cese os either & discbled
boat adrift 1o - lorge arss in moderste weather or as & boat thst hed
put ints on asekccess for the night and decided on alr search suppori-
od by mafess eraf: .t daylight vhes vieibility porsdited, The Coast
Ouipd bresdeast s Tegant Murise Isdormation on the SPARCTIME et 0055
Const Ooayd duty officer cdllod the Harbor-

e That Lievtsnant
puarde loft Senta Yonles in his priwmtel
~~ 0760 on 28 July to nearch for the SPARETINE end aighted wreckage
in the previouaiy ststed sree. Be mde o preliminary search for
sarvivors sod took poeltlon beurings before returning to Santa
Monlca for sdiltlscal asnistaace, On his second trlp out he found
and reacusd thres sarvivors clingirg to plecce of wreckage and
brougnt thes into Santa Monios Pler, lr, JErepcrted mmercus
pharks in the sree, Plooes of wreckspe and 1ife preservers and other
dohris were sabsequantly brought to Santa Mondcs for identificetion
of the SAETDN., The body of one Mervin Volimer was found on 28
July. olght other podies hawe not been cccounted for,

"3, That the following oenod persons were rescusd;

Crevesnta, Culif. (pessenger)
, Cuiver t:iti Calif, {passenger)
‘e Hollywood L6, Culif, (pessenger)
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~ xirandant (SFLRT. e=ll W0}
1, i e Cmroowial sased oreong lost thedr livess

ol O TP, wm, Calif,, {passenger)
. re.t Tar o igfesd, Los /vyeles, Calif,,

P el TG T )

coa woio v, [N, Los incles, Calif),

| POBIUngr
/1 sarper, i) Corooados Vorrace, Loe ingeles, Calif,,
{pasrenger
Susmler thni, Jest los uncelss, CuAf,, (pum?nﬂ
Carl Jacisr, San Pedre, Calif,, (passamger)
Loyt Toediine, s oo Jngeles, Calif,,
..m-".-\.fﬁﬁrll'r
. Yhe focid e reasgsed the following Opinionss
i frat by explosion wne not cmpsed by butans gas scoumulation, as

the stove hed Coen secured at che bulane cylinder aince an early breakfaet
had Weon sorved

2. That the gxnlenien of thoe #8 SPARLTINE wes caused hy & gascline
Yeskaze and cosol taot acturmlatlion ol explovive mixture io englne space below
Fouongla ablel ad lendrd o Joms unlonen GEUSS,
.
3, P the 87 CPARTLOE wer cperated Ao violatlon of ito Motorboat
herdetratds Cden Ueitad Lte Serv.sw to eoomerclal fishing,

b Tiat samley clegins. the <waer/operstor violated the Hotorboat ot
of April 25, 10, b6 U0 5268, by oirrying pascengers for hire or charter
without holélos & mobcoboal opwmtor s llcensse for suck servico,

<. Yt dedlay g I, conts Monice, Calif,, and Jack
Lw’ Loe J‘l:tﬂ‘]‘.ﬂﬂ, muu logt thedr Jives in at=
tempting to swiw 2nhpae

8, The Scard node the followiag Recommerdationss

"1. That 21l metarboats carrylag pesconpgere for hire or cherter parties

lavolving papwents of moolss, inm adcition to all prescribed lifesaving aquipment,
shopld ba ayct ol dth approvad 14fo [losts to accomsmodate the mmber of porsons
carrizd, ant iiat oot Lokt heve secured to it & watertight metel eon containing
©ogpitable oo p Al vod Giatress flores and daytime smole slmels .
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Yt Loce) e il wpcretors, of owood of piore énd boat
l"""*wmu.ng; sweitiring v cnw ooy, @ the spart fishing pudlic sbould exer-
vise. greater e rrisia, o Geters.so Af the boets oparating from thoir
regpeatirs ladloge ac ocnerly Jlcessed for sech service i in poesesEion
of & valld -wartsy siepetes min e 8 certificote of inepoctieon lesued by
the Coas: smed oo 21120 “het the .swrators bave & valld Cosnt Goard cperataris
ligensa,

"y, A wearar Lo abenmt LR carTying possensend should curty cdequate
Ligurane o proted m oof patse oro againet Inhodles ond loss of life,

oI I et onstaces Jlzvine, «hoss rame appearadl on the motorbost replstre-
tion cord, wee Liived ¢ zo=a-mer for inheritance purposes enly and did not exer-
cise any ¢ﬂ1:lrﬂ afl Lhe heabts monagewnt or oporation, and that begousze Wesley
"Apping, owmer sl opomter 1o deseated, 1t s recommonded that no furthor sction
be takon and Batl the caos be dloved

el AR

&, he Soard's Finding of Fact, parspraph 2, stetes that the 1B 27 J
806 (SPAR' TIFT) was licenced for asemercial fisbing only and the Touard's
opinion, puregreph j, states thut she was operated in violatiom of her
motorboat meplatiwtion which limited her sorvice to commercial fishing.
The basis for thls Flrding of Pagl end Opinlon is the statement "Service
Commarcial Flshing" contained in the application for a mmber for an
undocumentad motor vegsel and the probable fact that the Certifisate of

S pward of Yusser for g Undotncontei Vessel issued to the wessel contained
& mimilar giatewat, The stitement of Borvice on the applicaticn for a
Cartificci» o Award of H-omher ond the statament of service on the Certifi-
cato of wart of Soeor to an Ondecrmented Vessel ie intended for statis-
tical purposes. The itatemant of service appecring on such applicetion
or cortifioaia in no vay confore acy authority for or limitation upon the
operation of say vesi.l vith vespec: to any specific trede tndertakem,
Agpcordingly, tie Fiodizg of Fast e Jplndon of the Doard, &a ubove piated,
are disgp roval .

Ts dplaion, peregraph 1, of the Joard states that the explosion was
not caused by tutahe pas accumnlatieon, Sinoe the Board made the Finding of
Faot that thu wwosol exploded with & sudden viclemt explosion vhich literally
blow the boal to Jdeges without sigw of smy flesh fire, which occurrence is
ponsistent with the azplosion of eompresaed.liqnafied petroleum vapors, the
probabllity of the explosion of thw compressed petrolewn gas in the cocldng
syatem oannot be irreveeahly ruled sut as A probsble cmmse of the subject
oasuelty, In this ecnonetion it mat be chbaerved that the provisione of
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.5, Wi, el Ly . oT wd reguletions thereweder, L6 CFR
s, T » wcnet he coe of ownoewided potoeloun ;asos for cociking
gystame -5 i wiomls gesorin posengers for hire, vhethor above or
below 15 - 4.
i, weoerend . hion, peragruph 1, of the Toond that motorboots
CLrTyins pusfan ot [T hive, prm"-iy on ocean or coashwise wvetors,

bo equisad ith life flools contiiming sulichble distress flores and
daytine weoke gyrals, is concurrod with., Howover, since thers is no
statutory awibority cutherizing the promulgation of regulations requiring
such equissmi on wotorhoate carrpiag pessongers for hire, the affectus-
tion of suoh ~woatruuldtion to thu axtent possaible is & mattor under the
jurisdistlon of the Tistriet Sommswdor and should be oncourspod through
g1l avallahle otecetiunel ohormels,

2, fecos aodation of the Fowrd, paregraph 2, suggesting that

local authoritlies, operators or orowrs of plars exsroise supurvielon

with respeet to pafety of motorbo:te cerrying pussengors for hire, and
Hecommendestiou, pere raph 3, that motorbouts onge ed ln eurrying passengars
for hire ocair wisguols insurance ror the protecidon of pssscopers is oot
germane to tiw surpoiws for which rmerine cesucliies aro investipated
purenant o t.s nwrovleions of .3, LS50, o8 arended, and repulatlons
therewnder or Lo the scope of the Fynotions of the Const (oerd.

10, ‘B ovifiened g the record of inwestipation of subject casuaity
infdlectes that ‘e PR P77 J 8OO (U, 8 TLE) for a poried of epproxiastely
two jmors, <orcl Y poooengere for bire on fishing exonrsions at ses and
that durdsy:, all bla tlee the ounci and operator of the wespol did not
have o lieso, .9 rogairsd b plilate sod resulatlons, snd that the
regeal wor oyl oot olth o erpres-asd gie cooklng syelem, contrury to
the provisloar of 4.0, 472, & mwcoded, (L6 USC 170) end repulations
thereundez, L @ @t 357, 147, withou’ detection. It would appoar that
the nrogechums Dop tho deteetdon o sueh viglations may have neou in-
pdoqunte, w3 8 ropori with rospect thereto should bo forwarded to
Coant Gubrd MHowWjuart 28 «f & fupplonent to the record of imvestigation
of subjoe: cosnnl iy,

11 s bat e the for ocodng romorke, it 1 rocommended that the

Findings of *:¢ . dpitioas, wad Socomendations of the Marine “erd of
Invesbigeesn =~  wnpunoved |
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FIRST 0¥ 9.0 o ] saeardadun of 10 December 1952

]
16 Demembar 1952
Fromy {misf, ¢ fice of Ferches: Marine Sufety
To1 mrwrdant

Subjs  Maripdy Besst of Irroetijationy explosion and ainicing M
SPAR TL (27 J BOS), Catelise Channel, 27 July 1952,
Wik lews of life

Forvarded reccemnding aporowal ,

A~ APPROV-Dy Twa 18 1952
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Vign Jdmir~1, .. Uoset Guapd
Coemnindant






