fRE o de . Promi’ Acting Uhief, Marchant Tﬂllﬂl Implutim Division
= Tos C comandant
2 Via: Chief, Office urﬂlrah:ntlhrtu Eafl'hr

Subj: lMarine Board of Imvestigation; collision M SOUTHERN SUN = 88 #'4

COURTY {Norw.) Delswars Bay, 28 Mareh, 1930,
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ﬁ‘gﬁ“ '"Phrmt to the provisicns of Title 46 C.F.E. Part ]ﬂh the reco f#—' b oy
T L e Harine Board somvened o luvestigate subject casuslty, together Ay,

H_::uﬁn;u of Paot, Opinions and Hecommendationa, has besn reviewsd ond | g il fope: SEdies
“wardad herewith, : . : S v

mmmuuwrm?nmmmam;r g
: -T: u.nitn!n;hlrﬂ#u_.mr#ﬁ-
ZY (Norw.) ef T178 groas tonk wes procesd=
; nerthward in Dsleware &uringfuggmﬁlrl.ﬂﬂnuiqilrm_
i‘ur uﬁglﬁ.uml PUrpPOSaSd » veasels were proosading at normal
. orimately 1100 28 March, 1960, the MV SOUTHERE SUNF and the 88

‘oollided approximately cne miles above the interseetion of Brandywine. .. - @Reio”
A8 a regult of this oasualty mo lives were lost mor were any injuripe SOF . S
; pad by any person or persons. The total dﬂ:ﬁhhﬁﬂlﬁlll“l i
nl‘u];.‘l: of this oollision was estimated at $68,000,

i .. %«  The Board made the following Findlngs of Faots
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.. "YESBEL DATA -

Hame W/ SOUTHERN SUN

> ,_..4”.1;:-111:;': -

e g "Fyper Tarkor

7 Ab Offieial Wo.r 230606 '

o E Home Port: Phile., Pa. .

¥ Builte 1831
Lengtha 430.5"
Benm 65.0"

k

Cargo Abosrds In Dellssh -

Drafts at time: 12" Fwd = 22" Af¢

_ Orosa Tonnapre: SO52

’ Het Tonnage: B398

- - Engines: Sop-Dexford Diessl :
H.F.e 2800

_ Owners Addresss Sun 011 Co., 1608 Hllm'll 8%,
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T Locpkion of't

Domn s

Starboard stde(§7 Tank)
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Loting Chlef, VI Division to 18 , 1960

cmmandant | COUNTY [su-n;
SOFTHERN SUK (=3 Bd

(1} At approximetely 1100 EST 26 Maroh, 1980, while both vesssls

wore oavigating by redar during low visibility in Delsware Bay, the oube
bound MV SOUTUERN SUN was struck on her starboard side by the imbound
85 PBRANT COUNTY. ﬁleuulhﬂunwmmih,hﬁuﬂlm,ﬁf
the main ship channel, Mish Meull Bange approximetely ome mile above
the intersection of Brandywine Bange. There were no persomnsl injuries;
total demege 1s ostimated at $65,000,

(2) The weather at the time wasi Wind, so-th to southeast, foras 2;
smooth sea; fog; visibility less than onewhalf mile; ebb tide.

BOUTHERN SUN:

(3] Om 27 March, while in port at Marous Eook the Ratheon Esdar was
inspeoted by [ of the 5w 011 Conpany.

(4) At 080X 28 March the vessel lsfk Sun 041 Dook, Maroua Hock, Fa.,
umhnrini in the river from 0620 to 0530 them departsd with engines half

_ aheads At 083) engines ordered full shesd. The weather thenm was overw
cast, southarly wind 6 miles per hour, _

(6) The gyro cuurse recorder was in conatant opsraticn. There is

h:thmhﬁunﬂmtﬁat“mhmu;huhu'yhldiﬂnr-n
m,ulnzmmmmnrmhpmmmuh
cheoked on every change of course.” The quadrant imdiostor was funse
tiondng properly. The degree indicator hod s maximmm srror of thres

degrons.

(6) A1l clooks were ohocked pricr to departurs. The entries in the
deck bell book are admittedly more reliable than the reccllection of the
third mate who mads thom.

(7) The steering gear had besn checked pricr to departurs, The holmse
man gtates the veasel steered normally at all times. :

(8) At 0716 the radar was turnsd on with good reception using four
mile scaley ship's woltage 226. This equipment remsined in constawt
omration on the four mile soale until after the oollision., Ity antenve
hlmhdlhmﬂupﬂuﬁmhltnmtmmu#ﬂhm
masts The FFT soope 1s located in the wheelhouss about 10 to 12 feat
from the front windowss The windows in the pilothouss wers olosed; the
mmmmmmnummmmmww
ing the deor to the port wing being opens _

(8) Water ballast was taken abosrd while downbound and this operstion
campleted prior to collision. Drafts et collision are sstimated at 12°
forward, 22 aft,
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Aot Chief, I¥I Division to 18 Aupust, 1960
— ing 8 eion { gu

COUNTY {Rorw.
SOUTHERN SUN Ce3 Ba

tuoy 1%. Tha maoter st the radar, comaluding that the situstion was
eritical, rang the general alarm and ordersd hard left rudder. (The
ringing of the general alarm was logged in the engine room at 1057).
In the engine room, the third essistent left the throttls to start
the fire pump located about 5O feet distant, but had not reeched it
when he felt the collision. MNesmwhile the ohief snginesr, who wea in
Mlﬂhh,lmhdnﬁuawliﬂhﬂuwmﬂﬁl
mhm-,mum-m-mmmmwm
forward port hole and sew the approaching vesssl about one ship's _
length offs He ran to the engine room but only reachsd the second grate
ing shon the collisien was felt.

(17) On the bridge, immediatsly efter the gomaml alarm was sonnde
the master heard the deunger sipnsl and cns blast fros the BRANT

and simultanecusly the masts on the ERANT COUNTY wure

third mate and lockout emerging through fog at an sstimated distance
of 800 to 600 feet about two poimts on »

E
:
§

be heading soross their bow. The lookout reportsd by one bell. Tha
spead of oach vessel at thia time is estimated at two to three kncks;
the stern of the SOUTHERN SUN was fast. The amhor of the

swinging
Mumnumnmmmmmnﬂ.atm.mh
~ estimatod from 10 £4. to 100 ft.

(18) The course recorder indicates that mt 1065 the ship's bhead started
twmumrrum,mummusmummmmm
sgain at 128, after which the vessel wis swinging loft at = rate appronis
mating 32 degrees per mimute whem, at 10583, ntmﬁmmm-mm-
a right swing to 126, The helmsman states the SUN was heading
mmiwt,huhnmmngtnﬁulm,butwm-immﬂﬂ
to ewing to the right. The mater tastified that the bow seemed to have

(18) About two mimites after collision the engines wore ordered stopped.
Homrwrhile the friotion of impact had saused & alight fire on both wsselu.
The vessels separated, the QOUNTY remaining amohored. The SOUTHXRN
SUH oleared her and drifted down stresm, maneuversd, and at 1145 anchored.

(20) No ooourate bearings wore taken by the SOUTHERE SUN; the master
estimatas the position on collision at G200 yards from Mish Moull L.H,
on bearing 146% (T). Thers was no sxplosion. The fire was oonfined to
thuummtnmmmwhwmmnwmm
mtbﬂlum,mmrulﬂﬁthimrtmmim-tm
Hooks Thes fire wes extinguished within 20 mimites using ghesm mmothe:

ing, one foamIEH He 50 DWD W (- Tha prossw e
E Ho ﬂ-ﬂnﬁ“iﬂn' e 1 b LT T 3 otes of the ahlss
) mate. All squipment funotiomed properly. At 1504 she Proocesdad,
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returning to Fhiladelphia urassisted.
(21) Caloulations es to the full speed of the SOUTIERY

&

ground ares Ship John sbesy ~= O94F; Mish Meull sbesm == 1060, Tims

interval: 61 mimmtes. Distance:s 13.3 miles, result 13 kpots

BRANT COUNTY

(22) At 0800 EST the ERANT COUNYY was appromching The third
ma by [-ﬂﬂumimmdmilmwmhﬂ e

cver the watoches. The engime room olock was sbout

two
the tridge olooks (This error ia applisd in times hersinafter stated).

There waz no gyro error. The steoring goar was functlioning

i

properly.

(23) Aboat 0900 State Pilot Evans boarded the vesssl sboubtwo miles

inside Overfalls L.V. The weather was thep creroast, light

south winds,

amocth te slight rolling ses, tide obbing, estixsted 1 k., visibility
variously satimated at 5 to 8 miles. The Redar (R.C.A.) was operating

on eight mile seale, no apparsnt defects,

(24) At 0900 orginos sheed full. A% 0918, dus to rain squsll and low
visibility, engines shead slow, 0919 engines shedd full, Abous thig

time the magter went below for breakfast, pile soaning,

(26) At 1000 the helmeman wus relieved (by on oourse 338 (P00}, -7

ne fog aigmals being blown. meﬁ.m

bility 2 to 8 milea. nmmmmmnmmmm#:

200 ft. off on atarboard hand, Buoy #14 was passed oloee.
maased, ostimated from "slose’

Go 350500 feet off. Vieilkility was then

reduolng. The pilot began blowing fog sigmals. A target wasr reported
on radar, port bow, distapcs 7 milaes. The laster was sent for, and

appeared on the bridges Visibility then was estimated at one mile, A
lookout (N wes posted at the bow. Both doors and thres forwsrd

windows in pilot house wore open,

(26) At approximately 1030 the vessel was approsshing Pourtess Foot Bank
Ld, The master and third mate saw the target on the rader, The master

and pilot testified it wos 6 = ¢ miles shead

f%

geven miles shead besring 1 “ulrirrm on port bow; with Miah Maull
hnd

L.H. ahopd and batween EHEANT ¢
Foot Bank L., whon absam could bs ssen
fogs It was not seen by the lookout., It was passad
on courase 358, The target on the rader was

4
then six miles offs Weather

then light southerly wind, smooth ses, visibility 1 ¢o 1} miles. Seversl
men were workiog on foredeok roleasing the hatoh wadges, No. 2 hatchy
the carpenter was turning over the winches unbtll erdered tostop by

master as nolee might intarfers with hearing scunds shead or arders
on deck was given by Asst. Engr. at 1048). Gpeed redused to

ahasd at 1064,

-.,E-,




Aoting Chief, WVI Vivieiom to B T t, 1980
Commandant { COUMTY (Norw.
SOUTHEEN SUN Co§ Bd

(27) Pilot Bvems states Buoy $15 was Passed about 1000 feet off on part
hand sbout 6 mimites before collision. This Tuoy was not seen
mate, ﬂulnumtr-ﬁummﬂgnhlihwumhﬂhuh
dnuht:r::ﬁl‘. 88 b0 time and colar. r'.l'l.’m
away, degreea on port bow. og signals of an ocutbouwsd wegesl were
heard by the mestsr, The pilot ordered shiesl right sasy sboady on 348,
ﬁuhlmmunudmnmﬁmmmmm
geven turns). The helmsman reported on S48. Masts and redar
Mnlmmui@tﬁmpﬁhw,hmhm'n
Iins®, !humtlrlndpﬂntuﬂlﬂtuuﬂlﬂlﬂhﬂwuﬁlthmtm
bow; engines ordered "dead slew”; .
SUN appeared to be turning om left rudder, The dangsr signal auad
hh;tmhlm,w-ngiml _
(Bogine Roam Log showa 71068 dead slow; 1068 half shead”), The Chiof
r.hnrin;th-ﬁﬂaﬂuulp-h,mhhqiurmuﬂm
hmimmmmm“wmmm.

(28) - At about 1067 the Pilot ordered emergency full ssters spd drop

port anchor, Gave threo blast whistle sigml. Engines responded

prompily. »ﬂlthm;hmhurhdhu-#mwmihhmm. _
& dolay in relessing the "soissors", (s zpooial devics similar to & pipe _
vise by which the chain ig seoured, and riding pawl eliminated), amd , ’?
Teleasing the brake. The delay is estimeted at # mingbe. Actul
drﬂlﬁplnxnfnmhnrhuﬂwhﬂhyﬂhumﬂlhﬂmiﬂwh. ey
impact, Ehnnuhtnﬂnmm-hhtmmmuﬁmdh'mtfn
ﬂwuhunmmﬂﬂiﬂtfwruhu, in the water. According to the

lockout, mmmu@mmmhw.

(29) Collision is recorded at 105
room log, an estimated ons minute after the fall astern bell (1057).
Hor rudder was hard right; the pilot, third mate end holmsman stated
the heading was 030 (FOC) and thé
degreos.

the

- (50} A% the moment of impact,
mﬂutulhmn,ﬂmpuwmuthprtﬂng,mthluﬁﬂ

run to abaft of No. 1 hatoh, mmmmmmuwhmn
ahe was not aground, A alight fire broke out in storm oil stowed in
mumnpukhtmmuumullhuﬂhyntﬂ. Ap 508 was sent by

radioc operator, alse redic sommunioation established batwpen the two

imvolved ships. Neither required assistance. :

{31) mhwurﬂ-mmm-mm.wmﬂ
SCUTHERN SUN requlting in tha bow being duzaged to an estimated $38,000,
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Aoting Chisf, MVI Division to teoo M 4, 1860 '
Cemmandant . COUNTY (Norw.

4

L SOUTHERN SUN Ce3 Bd

bakren: Mish Meull L.H. 335, Fourteen Poot Dank L.H, 176, Brandywine
LeHs 152, Buoy #19, 187, At 1136 ahe wolighed anchor and procseded Ho
Philadelphia unasaisted.

(33) The average speed of the BRANT COUNTY, from the time Pilot Evane
oeme abourd (0902) £ miles inside of OVERPALLS L.V, until oollisiom
(1058} i5 == time 11T mimutea, distance 17.2 miles, result B.81 K ower

the grounds
OOLMTNICATIONS AND COAST GUARD OPERATIONS

The "508" of the BEAIT COUNTY on 485 E.0y was imbervepbed at 1108 EST
bty Tuokerton He Js :'Edh stotion WHC. At 1111 Mﬂm Eqatern

Aros wua adviesd gast Guard Fadio Jtation, that Cooan
Station Vessal "33" had intercepted "B08 < on fire". At 111 the

Coast Ouard Esdic Station, Best Horichea, L., L., N.T. froge

mantary message intercepted indiocating positiom Buoy 19 Bigys
At 1124 the Commender, 50CD ordersd various units snd & plane %0 pro=
ased to scons.s

At 1135 Const Guard plane #2209 deperted Brooklyn Alr Gtation. At 1156
the 0G 03408 deperted Lewes, Delawsre. At 1147 the COC BASBAFRASS
departed Caps May. The 0G0 LILAC, operating in vieinity of Fea Fabch,
Dalaware Eiver also procseded torard sosma.

At 1149 informaticn was received from Fourtesn Foot Bank L. that vess
sal with demaped bow wee sighted prooesding up river, and ansther vessal
at apchor off Buoy 18.

At 1251 (G plane §€989 arrived at soens, and reperted SC THERN SUN st
enchor with port list. At 1305 the SOUTHERN S5TN was reported underway,
proceeding up rivers

At 1319 the Commander 300D recalled all units,”
The Board esxpresasd the folloslpg Opinioms:

"(1) The 30 THERN 20N was prooeeding at excsssive spesd, wwraging
over 1% knots, when wisibility was reduced at one time to as low as

forty (40) feet, and in viclation of 35 C.F.R. B0.13.

(2) The !sster of the SOUTHERN SUN misinterpreted the situsticn, (as
indicated in paragraph 16), and his assusption that the 53 ERANT COUNTY
wae procesding to the westward of Buoy 19 was in wrror.

(13) The Master of ths GOUTHERN SUN mssumed that the approsching

BHANT COUNTY wes not equipped with reder end that he alone wes meare of -

the situstion.
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/™ Boting Chief, INT Divisicn to 18 t, 1980
e BOUTHERN SUN C-3 B4

(4) The collision would probably nmot have poourred Af the lastsr of
the S0 THERN SUN had not adopted & ccurse to his port inmtending & star
board to starboard passing. :

(6) The laster of the SCUTHERN SUN violated S85<0FR<G0,13 by set stape
ping his engines when the whistle of the BRAUT COUMIY wae heard forwerd
of hiz beam, and not within visual renge.

{6) The action of the Haster of the SOUTHERR SUN Yy using hard loft .
rudder made it impossible for theBRANT COUNIY to avoid the oollision
within the time and distamce bobween sighting and ocllisicu.

(7} The 38 BRANE COUNTY, in going hard right, revorsing her engines
and dropping her enchor was the most appropriste actiom then to bo taken.

(8) The BRANT GOUNTY, pimilar to the SO.THERN SUN, relisd upom the

rader to indicnte the positicn of the approaching vesssl and failsd to

coarply with 53=CFR-80.1% by not atopping ber ongines sten the whistle

of the BOUTHERN S5UN was heard ahesd. She did howsver, navigate with

onution on dead slow shead, until it appesred advissble to inoresse
~~ spesd apd attaln greater rudder affect,

(9) The pilot of the BRANT COUNTY, except for the technical viclstion
indloated in the preceding persgragh, 1z without fault, his sctioms in
extremis 4id moat to minimise the demapge resulting from this onsualty,

(10) There was mo fallure of equipment om either yeassl,

(11) The subsequent fires were offisiently fought and promptly extingwished.

{m}mwmwrfumwmmm,mmmum,

ipyompstonce or misconduot on the part of anyons Preceding or during the
collision amd fire,

(15) The Yaster of the SOUTHERN SUN was pegligent, iz using szoessive
speed, in adopting a ccures o the left aide of the chammel, and im
failing to stop his engines. There is no misocndust indicated; it is
his noglact An failing to follow the established rulss and prudemt
practices of safe navigation, thereby unpecessarily hasarding his wossal
and contributing to the cause of this ocllipion.

(14) The collision ocourred within the soope of Const Guard ressus OpaTae
tioms, and alibough no assistance or rescue becsms mecevsary, romph am
appropriate aotion was taken,”

Ba The Board made the following Esocmsendatlons:

"(1) That proceedings under H.B. 4450 agaimt Loremts Fossedshl, Masber

HB-
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of the BOUTHERN BUN be instituted on & charge of Begligense, the
apeoifications setting forth his zeglect as indicated in Opindon #1%3.

(2) That no further action be taken and the case olosed.”

B4 Opimion § of the Board in effect states that tho pilot of
COURTY is without fmult in the subject collision. The pilots of both vessels,
the BEANT COUETY es woll as the
in foggy weather and under conditions of greatly redused wisibility
disregerd of the requirements of 53 U.8.0, 102 and 38 OFR 80,15 which pros
vide that every veasel in fog shell go &t & moderate speed having carefuol
regard to existing cirommctances and conditions and that when a fog aignal of
A& maaszol is heard, apparently forwmrd of the besm, of )
oot ascertalned, overy wesael shaoll, so far as the cirommsbances of
ndmit, stop her onginss and navigats with caution umtil danger of collision
is orver. 4lthough redar had indicated to sach vessel the pressnce of the
other long bofore the fog signols were heard, sach faot did not relleve elther
vesgel from compliance with the requirements of ab
~~ and regulation, wﬂi@wﬁﬂmmﬁnﬂuhﬁ-ﬂh&ﬁﬂlmm
- e turn in the chanpel amd it wea the duty of both the SOL
ERANT COUKTY to stop their engines and then mawigate with eautdon until denger
of collision had passed, :

-
¥
]

= T A copy of thie resort will be fornished to the Ameriocan Plilota' Assooise
tion for such action as may be deemed aprropriste against Viilljes Y. Evans in

charge of the nevigation of the 38 BEANT COUNTY and soting under the authority
of his State 'ilots licenss at the time the subjeot casualty occourrcd.

B. Subject to the foregoing remarke, it is recommended that the Findings
of Faoct, Opinions and leocmmendations of the Marine Bosrd of Investigation be
aprroved.




Aoting Chief, WI Division to
Conmandant
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Pram: Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safety

To: C ommand et
Foruavded, reccanending approval.
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APPROVED 290 August, 1960

A. C. RICHHOED
Hear EE;I. 0.5, ﬂﬂlE Ez
Aoting Commandant
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