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Comnandant's Action
on

The Marine Board of Invesiigation convened to inguire
into the facts and clreumstancea surrownding the sink-
ing of the 55 SHITH VOYAGER in the Atlantic Ocgean on

27 December 1964 while under tow followlng abandenment
on 20 December L96L with the loss of life of four erew-
members durlng rescue operatlons

1. Tha record of the Maring Beard of Investigation convened to lnveatls
gate subject casualty has been reviewed and the regord, including the
Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recommendationsz, is approved gubject
to the following comments,

2, On 20 December 196L the 53 SUITH VOYAGER, C.M. 248767, while on a
voynge from Houston, Texas, to India with a cargo of wheat dovelopad a
gavare starbosrd 1ist in heavy weathar and was sbandoned at 29-L5H,
L8504, The ship had stopped for fuel and water at Freepert, CGrand Bahoma
Island, B.W.I., on 1S December L96L and was en route %o Ceuta, Spanish
lioroceo, its next scheduled fueling port. The Master, the Talrd Mata, and
two sbla meamsn remainod on board the S5 SMITH VOYAJER. The ether 30 crew-
members abandonsd the SHITH VOYAOER in the starboard lifeboat whieh was
goon filled with water from seas breaking over it. Approxlmately thres
hours after the sbandetment, the German }/S MATHILDZ DOLIZN, responding to
an 505, arrived alongside tho lifsboats Four persens in the Lifebost loat
their lives durins rescus operations by being caught betwsen the surging
lifeboat and the sido of the MATHILUE BOLTEN after the lifeboat capsilzed
as the occcupants attempted to leave it by carge nets, ladders, and lines
an the side of the HATHISO& BOLTEN. The following day, the lMastor and ro-
muining three crewmesbers wers reroved by the US000 ROCHAUMAY. At or aboub
0723 on 27 Dececber 136l the 55 SHITH VOIAGER sank in pesition 28-30W,
50=384, while in tow of a commercial tuge. :

Riwlh TS

1. Concurring with the Goard's conclusion that the gasualty might hava
baen prevented had the enpineering plant been malntained in oparation, it
i5 conaluded that the primsry ceuse of tha loss of the 2AnW YOYACER wes
the pramature sbandemment of the enplreerdng plant snd the vossel.

The premature sbandonment with the taclt approval of the haster indicatesn
%
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pvicones ol Peilues of g Festor o oexorelise comand roeaponsibility.

Pk precbeliol bl phs e kecp Lue vosoel oo a fowoprable course and

npesed, 4 peeenrs Bhe bull opuniogs, o deustar bhe woennel, ond attespt to
prodiess Bler Linhae  Fen bosbieoeny indisalcs Lheb Bhe leaiiing maln aloam

line jeint for whieh the plant wan peoared hod Looso mits on Ehe flanro.
Vit sorn Bokon ap and Lightened aed yot no effort was made to poag o lnary
theouh the jodnt dn opder to anecrtain if thig weuld correct the ateom
1nalk.  Onee bhe wegsel saa shandenced 1t woo an expectalle scquence that an
ewrerloadnd vospel Listing abous 307 wonld toke on wator thrawzh the portholes
and the weather-ti-hi doors, and conflnun fo flood throurh the raddor pack-
4z gland,  Withoub moans of punplop oub, without meona of easing the lowd
on tha vassel, witheub meonn of shifting ballast or furl to minimize bhe
1ist, the wvensol was dooeeds

2, In occordanes with tho lules and Repulations fop Bulk Grain Cargoes
apprarior in b6 CoR, Part Uik, She vescel was equlpoed with a detailed
teading plan. The plin outlined tho cargo that could be carried and its dige
tribution in each essportmont. Taking dlnto considerabion the scason of tha
year and the anplicible lead line zomes in wihich the wvepael vas te travel,
it listed the amount of fual and water that was te be aboord, the meta-
eoptric heicht and the mean deaft en sailing and arrival at the port af
loading and each subzequent bunicring porte The plan stated that the
vesnalls evaporateor would be used to maintaln the peeessarky wator tonnapa
and that the doop tank covers in Ne. L hateh were to be clozed prior to
continuing loading of prain in lo. b lever "twesn deck. The plan does not
indieate the prosence of 200 tonz of grain that were ptosed in the aft

part of the foe'sle 'tween deck of leo., 1 hateh. The record elzarly indi-
antes that the baster wns provided with this six poge sat of plansj that he
slened each pace, ond that he made no remarks or gugpoationa for eorroo-
tions, modificatiens, additions or erpors wileh might exdist. In the
aboenea of clearesut, compelling and emsrgent circwsstances, the Haster was
duty-bound to see thnt the crew ard all persons serviging and hustanding
the vezsal complied with this prestow loading plan.

4, The eonclusion that the cargo of wheat was inadsgu=tely and impronarly
stowed thereby prrodtting the carge to shift and resulting in an inltial
heel of 100 to starbeard, is concurred in with the qualification thaf the
insdequate and improper stowaps is only evidenced in the record in the
apparent fallure to cover lo. Iy doep tanks and the apparent loading of

tlz. L port and starbozrd bins so that they bacame part of tha feader sisten
af Ho. l. This method of loading resultod in insufficient feeder velume
gerving Ho. 4 hold and excess fecder wolume serving tha lower decks of

He, L and introduced a larper eloment of free surface than otherwise would
have existed or been allowsd. Based upon subsequent atudies of grain load-
ing in otheor ships, it appears Likely that the initial heel which develeped
wng duz not only to grain shift mode possible by these deficiencles in
stoware, but also te graln shift to starboard 1n underdecls voids throughout
the ahip.




L. The Board in it= jnvestigation and study of the voluminous record of
the witnessea, the exhivits, and all the facts poncerning this unfortunate
caswalty has concloded that thers is evidence of a numbsr of acts of mis-
comduct and nepligence on the pard of the Haster of the wvessel. Theso
eonclusions will be hesrd in apeordance with the Suspension amd Rerrocatlion
eropeedings regulations in a separate proceeding and therefore will not be
commanted WP

5. Conclusion B is not coneurred in copcerming evidence o violationa af
L& UsC 658 on the part of John F. Fitzsimmons, Vice Prosident in Charge of
pperations, and Georgs . MacLeod, Marine Superintendent, Barl J. Smith &
Cempany. The statute L& USC 658 prohibits knowingly sending oF attenpting
to send or is a party to sending an lewerican ship o sea in such an un-
soawerthy state that the 1ife of any person is likely to e endangered.
Without considering the premise that thiz statule covers all persons

" 4neluding owners,; marino superintendents and port enpinasrs of vessels,
who knowingly sent or attempted to qoemed an unsemgorthy vessel to Soa, the
record does not indicate that these poracns hed knowledpe that these
daliciencizs were sulficlent to warrant the vessel to ve considared unsea=
werthy. The first and primary responsibility for the safety and sesworinl=
ness of an American flag vassel muot rest with the Haster and the wezssl's
afficers. In addition, the Loapd's conclusion of the meaning and signi-
fipance of the letter of 27 Hoverbar 190k, directing the Masier to be

top proper narks and nob everlaoaded” on arrival at Vizagapatan or lMadras
ie mot concurred in, The expressien "o proper sarks and nob overloaded"
nust be accepted for what it states and mo more. Zxaminailon of the
testimony in the Decord of Investigation fails to allow any breader impli=
cation. Tie primary responsibility for complisnce with the Load Tine Act
regts with the Master of the vessal and the negative evidance that instrucs=
tions regarding drafts ab other ports of call were not given cannot alone
lead to the conclusion that this was tantamount to awthorizing the overs
loading of the vessol.

£. The Secratary of Commerce, wibth the seepatary of Troasury CONCUPTRAEZ,
has aporoved the adard of a fallant Ship Citatilon and Plaque Lo tha German
frelphter HATHILD: BOLT=N, and ribbon bars Lo gach persch gerving on board
 at the time of th ; L orpwmombers of the 35 SdLT WO WG .
fdditionally, Mr. I able seaman of the 535 SHITH VOYAQLR, who
asgisted in the rescus of throe of his shipuates after the lifeboat cap-=
sized, was awardad tne cilver Life-Saving Hedal by the Secretary of
Treasurys




ANTIONS COMCEIMNING TiE FECOMMEHDATICNS

[0 2 HDATICH L concernlng bhe amending of the grain carge regulations

to reouire shilfting boards extending the complate Longtn of each hateh,
ineluding the Feedsr, has bean ancor ackive study sinee 1963. Repulations
concariing Uniled States' vessela nave been amended 10 require implemontation
of this recommendniion. Additicnally, ihis mattor has been a subject of
discussion in the Inter-governmental Maritine Consultative Organization
working gproups denling with stability and other aspacts of the carriage

of grain. It will be piven furiher eonsideration lzading teo possiblo
amerdment of the International Conventien on Safety of Iife ad Sua, 1900,
provisions relstive to the carriage of grain,

WO LLDATLON 2 concerning a prososed roguiremsnt for watortignt donica

en the mrin deck vill not be acted on since had the vessel not boen pro-
maturely shandonod, it appears thers would hove becn more than adedqusid

pumping Caeilities available to dewater the vgssal.

RECOMOHDATION 1 concerning a regulation thot the radic eperater's chalr be
sacuved bo the dock will nob be actod upon sinco it appesrs that the need

ar desirability of such a raguiresent veries wibh the physical arrangement
of gach vaszsl's rodic poom and the need of each radio aperator for =obility
in eperating snd adjusting his couipmeiis Tn addition, if such an aliera-
tioh appears to be dasirabio on a parkbicular vesoel, its ascomplizhoent dis
within the wassel's capabilitye.

RECCMIENTATICH | concerning a proposed roquirensnd that vesscls transmit
thedr noon positions is eopcurred ing hoWeWer, it is comsidercd that the
fipal responoibility in thls regard rasta with each vegssel's managemotit.
The Coast Guard presently provides adequate positien reporiing and vaasel
locator facilities for those wessels participating in tne Atlantie and
Pacifie HMerchant Vessel Reperting Systens.

RECOC{IDATION S eoncerming further studles to debersing the Teagibilivy
of congiceration of the submorsion of a wossal’s load line marks not only
in relation $o the midship freebonrd but the vegnel's dralt foruard and
aft has been siudied, Tris subjeet and 1ts attendmis razopaition of heg
and sag, particularly of an older vangel, was discussed atsine 1766 Inter-
national Load Tdne Confesgnco, The Conference concluded that it wWas
toehnically dmoracticable to give consideration io pessible hop or saf in
implementing the Load Dine noovention's Creebeard requircments.




MG ENDAT TOH & concornlng the poasible averloading of fully laden vassels
at major bunlkering ports hag been taken under antive study. Efforts to as=
cortain how widespread this practice wmay ba have besn instituted by a mors
critinal review of the official Logbooks of imerican wvessels which are
submitted to the Coast Cuard al the conelosion of each voyages

PEOOELENDATION 7 concerning further action wder the Suspension and
Revocation Proceedings in the case of Frederick W. ¥ohle, the Haster of
the 53 SMITH YOYAGER has boen indtiated.

PUCOITEHOATION 8 concerning the evidence of violatiens of L6 USC 655 will
not be asted wpon for the reasons previously stated. Concerning the
cvidence of vielation on the part of the Haster of the vessel,

Frederick W. Monle, it is considered that Farther action within the remedial
and administrative procedurss as provided by the Suspension and Havooation
Proceedings is adequale. Referral of this case to the 0. 5. Attorney having
jurisdiction for possible criminal prosecution is not indicated at this
time.

Vw1, EhOTH
Jidmiral, U, 5. o3l e
Commendant




~Eapl J. Smith & Co., Inc., 17 Battery Place, N @
Haster of the vessel was Frederiek W, Mohle, [

TREASURY DEPARTMENT irsbrib et
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

5043021656
11 June 1965

From: Harine Board of Investipation
T Conntandant (HVI)

Subj: 55 SHITH VOYAGER, ©.H. 248787 ginking of in Atlantic Ocean,
28-701, S0-48Y, on 27 Lecembor 1364 while under tow following
ebandonzent on 20 Deeomber 1068 at 29-LSH, 48-S0W, with the
loss of life of four crevpesbers during rescue operations

- Findings of Fact -

1. On 20 Docember 1954 the 55 SMITH VOYAGER, O.N. 243787, while on a
voyame froom Heuston, Texas, to India with a earge of wheat doveloped

a severe starboard list im heavy weather aad was abondoned at 29-45H,
hE-50W. The ehip had stepped for fuel and water at Freeport, Grond
Bahoma Ialand, B.W.T., on 15 Docosbor 196% and was en route to Coata,
Spanich MHeorococo, its noxt scheduled fuelins port. The Haster, the
Third late, and twe able sonmen rems 'wmod on board the 535 SHITH VOYAGER.

lifeboat which was scon filled with water from pops brealiing over it.
Avproximately three hours ofter the abandonment the Gerimon M3 MATHILDE
BULTEN, responding to an 505, arrived nlongoide the lifeboot. Four
pereons in the lifeboat lost their lives during rescue operaticns by
boing cought betwszen the surging lifeboat and the side of the MATHILDE
BOLTEN after the lifeboat copsined as the occupants attempted teo leave

it by carge nets, ladders, and lings on the side of the MATHILDE BOLTEN.
At or abvout O72% on 27 Decomber 1964 the 53 SMITH VOYAGER sank in position
28=3500, 50-48v, while in tow of & commercinl tug.

2+ The wvesgel imvolved was the 55 SMITH VOYAGESR, D.M. 245757, a stean-
aorew fredight wessel of 7,606 gross toms, 4,549 net tons; length, 439.1
feeti breadth, o2 .1 feet; dopth, 34,5 feek; built in LO45 ag Piiiiiiil

Lre : 8 horsopower; home port, How York, N.Y.; owned by
Few York 22, H.Y.; barcboat chortered to the Ann
nr rporation, 1Y Hattory Flace, Hew York %, N.¥.; and operated by

B oo lsland, H.Y., who was the holder of o license as Master,
any gross tona.
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Fvine Moard of Inveotisuabion Lhr gals-0r165G of 11 Juna 1965

5o Fn aresmemberd: who last their liven were

sornelive 0. J. Veensirs || G Tic- o B Chicf Ensgincors
georen 1. Devio, N 0ilcr;

r1i denes, R ™ird Cocks

Yayron e Grown, DRSS Ghoverd U111357.

. ‘esther somditions 2t bhe time She 95 STTH VOYAGRA wasg shandoned
vere:  Wind parth, Toree d; ona 61 sverchst) boromster 1016 w.b.y siT
Lerpera re 66°F; wnter Lempersiure T14TF.
G, Orain Jittinga were instplled in tha 55 SUITI VOUGER on € Descmber
1964 wirile lying ot the San Jeeinte Terminsl, Domaten, Tocen, by the
soputhern Stevedoring ond Contracting Company. Tealers were inglalled
in the steeres ol [ and 55 hatehos betwgen the pein deck amid the unpar
{treen deck, ond ib tae sauare of 1 hatoh betweon the Toreoastle deck
sad the unpor Viweon deck. Do bBing were ins tnlled in the unper 'tWoén
deck of 1 hnteh. Centerline shifting boords srere ingtelled aft of the
separe of ke hateh in fL upuer 'ween deolk, 1 lower 'tweon deein, snd
23 Jower held; aft of the souare of the he teh in o2 lever 'iween deck,
amd 2 lower hold; ferwerd end afi of tan meuamo of the hateh in 43
levor Vtween deck end o3 lower noldj sl Tor the entire lengih of the
hnteh in 4 ond 55 wpper Yiween decke.  anber b oand 5 heiches vere to
b comaen=loaded with the covers of % deen lonka %o be gecurad beiore
londing in 4% holds The groin Tittings of the 53 GMIVRE VOTiGLR were
erectod by & erew of spnroximately 50 mon in charae of Kr.

, Southomn Stevedering and Contracting OoimRny. Tae oreclion
of the prein fitiinms roqmired approximately Len houTs.

Tie cepterline slifting besrd were conatrvc.ed ‘of reuph 2 % L2-inch lum-
wor with 2 ¥ 12 upriphts. The Toedeorz were constricted of L % & uprights
pladed on 18-lnch ecnters or closer with the interior faced with G/8-inch
fir plywosd. ‘There wore double wprisnts in way of the joints. Thore
were po ctiffeners installed slony tho horivon tel gezma. The nlywood

wag Titted 4izntly Lo moke It sroin=tipht. Tno upeizhis woere oel in
place snd nold by shores ané by £ vinler = a 2-x 12 plece of tizber

Lot van the longth of the koiton ond wop o the feoder Doxe Jommer
noaris were nlaaed in each eornor ol she Tooder uith tne necascary longin
af twrlap attioched %o inmre 2 srpin=ticht f11iinT.

fe O 9 Decemper 106%, the 35 B IV VUis Ty anifted fron Sen Joelnho
torminal to Gogdeaslure Crein slevalor. ne pilot on bourd wis
Dy (custon pilet, helding @ liconse as Firet Cleas vilod,
shF cross toma, Hewaton Shdp riwonnel, "Cw shdn wves 14kt end fhexe wap




e pend o) Deweabiendion e B -—IJF'IE-"L} of 11 June 1'}&-5

yery 1iible eoeeenl i lhat seoklon ol the ilousten Ship Chonnel.  Two
peey v nged in o snofobiag Rhe 855 SITH VO el from e donkihere it
b inoon ﬂ.-.~c='.'nl atopipend nida tne  (me of he fogs sz en 8 ntorm line
e e A e e st onde gm e L comho o idier sething mab ol
s pLEp oh Bhe Gon Fopdcowg Peginel dhe oanlat Lot fhe fy; mo that was
iy b nhe1n Liwe oeliing Bhe gkern ooty Gie kest the g oon the i
wrtil B faw goar geve ciiooit Loe shin Ao erdew o dnoure kst Bbe snip
wrnild et e phown cdown on dhe mke T sitlp hed eloeped She dock g
osuow b U531, fmi L0 e hetan eleor of @ne plin ot oy gbont G505 1+
appceodnd 2% ll acvesyecian aploed IIIL'I rofy :I Fav sppeosios el ; Sive
ey hnT.  Uoon Dedngr ovdoend to koo 1a ite Lines Lha Low @ sivipced
# 1o, e ST PR T d boo ruch ey en epd Bwd 16w
unsile foooeh sny oleels  Freo fan norwu
mropbed ho e snbe onoweieh Beoawd e oo Ane glow chead. o dw
s Eagvee Cher e iled inslrueted e elommn o puy s midnT
Lo e Teite Teo AR CWROER weewed o the rlrhi, gohea whilch G
pilet orxlercd the helismm o pirk e rudder howl lest.  The sulp
armbivmed 1o o0 to Lhe ;_j-""l.;. vhercupon bhe nilot orderes *he robe 1o
put the eagine full oheed in sy oolbempt to nske the ship onower Lhp
mfiter,.  Hhon the pilot pow they tho abip wos nol Loy oo aam ELshig
in ltime o lnow Pron f.:n.r:L.'. ape tiie hand, be wlvecd the englve Tull
astemm. The bow ol i - V0T prounded on he sorkh Lok of
vae Tioetsbon Shis Chepnel ol or oopopt 0008 21 1nGidude A =i Lot
cidnde M5=0T=N00 in ke vicdleily of Lonubon Eain Chonael I-:h Tk .,:'.I'}- yxls
anip wen o) round Jo g resine wly e heur. I engle of ibe nadp in
selnlion Lo 4ec censerlineg of bhe sinmnel, when 1% 2lray oo yecghed b
tank, was soaroning iely N dooronns  Tee wsal ab e posiyion vrero the
voceel rrounded wan nore @leping thon nost i the pther waris of ne
Mogoton $ein (Cennoel.  Thero sias 0o notieeable clumrn in the trin oz
leel of Shoe chip oo 2t ovounded.  'The oo picet deudhn ol the CETn L VED
36 feobe The bobion widili of the chenuel wos ¥ foot. :

it of T dridon e niiok
1%

AT bein- {reed By the o g o dn otioadenee She SRITTLD PTG T
poadod Jour e elvimel fod b .:u'l::{n. promerkys Tho o1 uso sotared 2%
Goodnoz wre levilor o Lﬂhﬂ At Lo :;-lr.'-ru;w Lisere war B citmoncl mide
dools -'-’-J_.'--1lr- sy e ton't wlbh e sodos depth of §b fod. Tha silow
cumined o Belluool alfter errival el .rcu:h:'..u"._.ml"e Tlewator and Tl:'ll.l'ﬁ

a2 alow ootesn Toll din the belliueos &t ac time Bans he hrd ordered tue
claw shead bell. o found dmat following e omlowr oonoyn acll Thero
o paotnor bell Tor slow ahedd and ihen 2 wall for fall shend. the
Ailot wsz ol iac ondnion Eneh e slow oeteam bell cruncd $ho abip lo
oo gver to Lhe viclte The oosdnes bhad been o’ fll rhood Sor 0T
faptely tive minules Before She wilot ordercd 4ho slow nhoud wella 'J.*.c

raTaens o e urinse werg wedor il inwrcosion kel the pilet nod codd

—l:-ll-




Porime Aoemd of Inrestisation The 5903-020456 of 1) Junz 1965

alow aghern Mbean be opave Wbe slew abead orders  The testiacny of the
pilot 1ms to the affeet bthaf b2 did rob ordar Lhe angines divoetly
antern from full okead stithoat a shop order baobtvasn those hells, and

fhat he had novar eiven svell an angins ordars The bells pated by the
pilot ir the bellbood wera: Full ahead, slow astern, slow ahead, fall
ahcad, and Dell aztern.  The hells actually piven, according ta the piled
wores Pl atesd, sl ahensd; full ahead, MLI astoro.  The axach Limes
that thz bells were pgiven are unknodn, sinee the bellhook was leat with
the shipg bowever, the tier between the plow shead bell amd fhe slew
aatern Bell noted 1n the ballbook wap appecrmimately L 11 minusrs. Tho
enrlne orders wore wing repsated to the pilot by the mats on watch; hewr-
srar, the pilot did not hear 2 slow astern boll order rep=ated.

ko othe time the voessal took the sheor to starboard Japtaln Trederick W.
Mohle, the Haster of the 33 SHITH WIAHT, was at the wheel, havring
relieved the belnsman, ||| o 210w his t0 po after two cups
of coffee. Tho pilot, oo the wing of tha bridge, was aof sware that
the Hazter wag ab thr wheel, The helmamen pes abksent from the wheels=
houze for approxisately seven or elght minotes, When he returned the
Torward buz was beiox et o and the SHITH YOLAGER wis swinpging to thae
starboard. Soon aftar be pot on bhe whesl as balssmen She full astern
order was given, while the vessel was s611) moving ahead apd swinging.

Tha grounding of tho 53 SHITH VOYAGRR was reporied to the ownsrs by
letter from bthe Master, bud neither he nor the owsners meprted i to
the Offieer In Charpe, Havine Inspechion, Hovuston, Texss.

T The 33 SMTMH VOYAGER sailed from Goodpasture Grain Elsvator, .

Houston, Texas, at 0555 on 12 December 1964 on A voyage to Calowtis,

India, with a sarygo of more thae 10,200 ftons of hard winter wheat,

10,127 tons of gargo wera listed in the pre-=stow plan and 10,200 tons

of carpo were listed in the cowpletion loading plans The vessel had

on board approximitely 1,200 barrels of fusl and approxisately 120 tons

of water, Tie schedulzd benkering ports en rounte to Calouilbs were:
Freeport, Grand Bahama Islaad, B0.T.; Ceuta, Spanish ¥ozoceos; Anzusta,
Sinilys and Port Said, VA0 The abhilp was to ba lichtened at Vizapgapeatam,
India, hefore proceading to Caloutta,

The complation loading plan indicated the stowase of L0,35 teps of
garre in F1 upper Vtween dock on tie port side and 00,35 tom of
eares ia the upone "hran deck op the starboard side in bins. This
carpge th the blns in the uppor "tween deck wns not shesm on tha pres-
chowr plan preparsed by Jaess Haubical Serviee, Houston, Texas Tor the
Hezter. Priot to szailinag frow Howston, Texnr, thizs prea-sghow plan was

L=




Aon 1ir WiH-00L0%6 of A1 June 176%

of 4w 85 G VUransn and o cony of Ll plon
Gored Sarcme T inblonal Cozyo Lusean

SRV AL

Leviieni i1 llie binn Roeobed in 1 upper "twoen docl.

Ty sicilnss dhe mhopilior pocosbetions Hmd prentring: Lo pro=ghme plan,

" L
dansien eyl

i L wrlidl of ibc s.ores, bre fucl, ood She wabter from the 35 HJTH

y
a, wir nobk pavived ol the 200.70 done of ocuego

a1 Geewicn nbilized Leasen nr bo ehisin bhe Lichichdn velsing,

Frotadem, olen; ik Lhe porto ot windch the oioln wes to eell. In taiing

one coLmtitationg the onble aseosiby ol the DE GOTU WOT(RLD woa L lsan

Feonn Lhe nlons of o Yieiory ohip in fhe {ileo of Jonecs ]I..‘.'I.I tical Sarviac,

T -:ur“*[h'.’-;;ﬂ.;r:-“'-' were code using a 255 fuel rocerve. The skability
enlenlations in tie pro-sbow plan prosupessed Lt ihe ovaperstor of th
53 G VOYAGIR o 14 b in rood worliing eondi tiome  The dead sreight
copprins concoity of bhe 5% SCITH VOUAGER wag 10,720 The instructlons
siven to Jopes Vautical Sarvice were dhoet the weapel desired Do ocarrcy
10 2220 4o 10,250 tons of eersp.  The figure 10,127 tens wes used in the
s, ~1._-.__1‘..-,- nalouletions since that was the Linlfl bhat the 55 STl VOTYAG
ontild 1idt and swt ko suloerped OFeT nor mriis.

e port los: prepgrod by the wegsel's atent in Nouston maows dhad the

logding or orodin vas samnlotod ab 0355 on 12 Decexhor L2064 but that the
rosanl did nob goall wntil 0555, sooroximately Swo Bouars aud Lorm nimates

L]

L

slter loading. At 8515 on 14 Daccohiner 1504 i1re Wits o0

deak awaiting his pry voucher for hls sarvieos oz narnd englneer. e

naiicold Mot orain waes s%All being loaded atd Ro oevld soo oredls gpeing
imo 50 o ten ‘_rf.rs.:n::. oi tae wridge.  (ne onoud wos sbill dn rluee locdl
hie prain.  Ere.

for OO0,
slaxngreide o

-

weg waiting io go, one ponicon wng o%ill off %5

) Py

uan stonding on the boat deck end he could zec
Lae dust oomin: ne npoute The sidpts soiline hoeprd weo pooiod
sble oounon, also aobod thed vhile the fuzs were

hatoh and leading operations continued in thed ]12 Lo There wog oie conblo

peing through a crack in the foreorxd part of 75 heteins.  Lukens did not
deteraine whether or net the ehwle was joing inside or outside of the
feeder in 3 upner Gween deoks

2 =

mring the loading opoerntion, Kre _ - IU Llidcery
o #iatinned on tho Terusnd decio and Lor. _ Poird Oflicer,

o~
-

gtetioned on the sftor deek. The © ..c~1 Difiecer, or. N -

£+

i sharge of the overall losding cveration. The senuecnce in stocting
loed the hsbohes wis 5%, o1, ilk, 5, ond 2, howpvar, 335 ietch womr not
londed 1n & ogntinucwa oporsticn. In londing, the spouts veore aii
and out of 55 hatel &t vorious tinoz.

, able seoman, noted ithet losding storted ab epproximuaicly

i e . . ] .
00 on the mareiny of the 1185 apd fiolsivcd oolweon 0200 and 000 the
sorning, the Lo of bocember 1%6%.  Lumber 1 hadch wese soeuped first,

vy
W

5

o
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folloved by £5 hateh, #2 hateh, #h hateh and finally #3.

Captadn q, {ndependent, surveyor, whe was conducting a

dreft survey te check the accuracy of the weight furrdished by the Goad=
pesture Elevator, porsenally teck the draft and frecboard ol iho 55 EMITH
VOYAGTR shertly after 0300 on 12 December 156h. Captein [ doter-
m.pnod the dreft amidships with a steel tapa by measurding the distance
frem the wator to the top of the deck line on the port and starboard
aides. He was shle to See the permanent dack lines marked on the sldes
of the ship. The swmer frecboard from the deck line allowad by the
SMITH VOTAGIR's load lin: certificate waz 9 faat T inches, wlth & frosh
water allevonce for all froeboards of 7 1/2 inches, This allowod free-
board correspards to a draft of 28 feet & 3/h inches. Coptoin Derrick's
survay report shous the draft measured amidships was 28 feet 1.25 inches
port, 30 feet 00.75 imhes starbosrd, a mean draft of 29 foel OL.00
inches. By comparinz the draft computed f{rem the frocheard mossurements
aridships and the mean of the drofts teken forward and aft {2% fool 05.5
inches), Coptoin found the S35 SMITH VOYAOER to be hopred 4 1/2
inches, Captain later corputed the list by trigonometry and found
that it was 19 ho" to starboard,

8, Assisting Ceptein [N ris dreft survey was Kr. m
-gr@aa:mm Tha density of the water had bzen taken at ml

by Hr. and found to ba 1.007 corrected for temperatnrs to 1.006. A
frech water allevsnce of gix inches was unsed by Captain [ vis drafs
surreys Yoo IIbossded the S5 EMITH VOTACHR & little befors midnight
and left at 0030. . 4 rot receld the figures vsed for all tanks,
but he was told thet there uas a tatal of 120 tons of water and 220 tona

of fwel on board, The ameunt of fuel was given to him in barrels and hs
semverted 1t inte leng tons by using the constant £.6 barrals oer long ton.

T Wﬂm‘d of the 55 SHITH VoIt

Ty Mra Chiefl Officer, ord Hr.

officer, Hr. [ erorted his finding to M. [ M.
remarked to Wthat "this is rathor vnuseal, it's ripht on the
mark." Mr. toele thet o mean the permissible droft with tho
fyash water ailovance, lr. [ o5tinsted that the 1ist of the SITTH
VOTAGTR was no mora then one degroe at the time he tock the pert slco

draft readins at Gcodpasture Tievater, which ba remumbored to be 27'08Y
forvard and 29'0L" aft at 00kG. The froebesrd neasured by ihe
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rget oriieer, ov- [ = 9 01,

e Tire fdlbacl, G shant B inecyr, wag told Ty the Chief
onedneer whet fhe 55 80 1 uﬂ upon Leaving Houston had 1 y2 00 tarrels
o [ucl, This el wiog .,{.ll."." toil in I:'_T,;- OOy ;.,__,; oo ber, ,"-'-" b -.--.-hl‘ilr ¢l and

w5 conbor dogizle notbon tanks, and in the aettling toake.

1. Theon & .'l‘l'-."-.] ol e 35 D00 VOTARCR ok the anchoysie oif Frocacrh,

4 Hi It or choyt 0F00 on 15 decomber 1060, il

imid Hote, uged 2 oinoll lounch srd Lool lac ta'r'-".f't

recdingg. l-ir.— ag airle bo ke bhie deafb elter orrivel ab Froojoxt
by %aking the wesn botwcon bhe meello, wiich he esbioobod to o Two
foot in aniobbe  Livs ray hewover, unablo to wefesocr we roft of
e veesel et he tock aiter srvrivele The Ml neog wogk conbocbod aod
b 59 SHITL VOY W0 started sarkering boteroen 0539 ond 05 IIr"J OT Fils h
-r.'q:.n::h. Loading operablons wore comrdebed at OF00 I.I'I.L|.- the 55 a1
Vit ot @k not szil freo Frocporb vniil 1200 noan on 15 lecenber 1964 due
oo a drilurye ot Bhe furbhian Pead pong saalch reomieed zopnd o

17 Tae Chiel Iwrinecr advised Fr. _ the Pirst sssistont
Thrincery ihed Lae vesseld oluso tool om 19% trng of whors i Ml

storded to take on waler At Frocoort bul woo ?“lLUU“ﬂ Ly

1‘LL;=-:J_1, il Aeoloun: ingnr, wWre concolebsd Wi Jobn bies
osbimn o bhe anauand u;-f -"'-II'_l' talpn oo al Fpeesart bo be 200 The

[=x e

allerpook "mniy Jod e oori end storhosrd M double rhere
verg grnrpcinsiely 20 tons of votevr in Lo diglilled ‘1"" Wi0a dederinre
Treor Fereogrb. o wstor wus
donble bottew von enntye The

socording Lo L. he Plrsy
Iaclodo tan wolor tn Shwe dizuillod Lenk
afzrioardl mailes Hs oy prInoraier. LY
poaTd 0k dopnle bobiom fsnbe, the a2ternoal
ol were Dull ppon LeovinT Froeaorts

phdn was iilacdk Jor 19% bous. Ere Sldsoun [ilIed toe

o in Loane ;‘u ML, LAnOoT 10U GEOUCT
bons of fresht unber filew an at Sroosarh,
toeistent ZnTinenr, did aod

e hy owainge the shipts

WO O
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e e onort sau
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Ungn =~rivel in Frecport, Fr. -r_'r.':i.”::’:-'.fl- L |"L Brae BLUTTT VLGN had
gpeporimeiely 80 tonn of weber.  Thers vese aprmuimctely 20 tomg of water
in e welsdle izall ond the port hodnuhle bnbtos i l:r:-:t‘..*‘ﬁm oA WD LR
mhor rendiindng AN ‘..-‘;'-'r slarbonrd doublo bobton wor e soqlor
denile beitoa tonks. The Aisasilled send: woo copir upon prvival ob Fooe-
gort.  Iuring tno pisruge Do0od J--f'l'u.jt-f'.l:], Toran, to Freopark, GoLe witer fron
Eag b dopble bottom Lﬂd Gt F“H“Pd W the fnrﬁﬂﬁ:h cliee fhare wemg no
= 5 oin epercilng eondition on the eveporator and the Dercjeck ocoamld be
neac Tor oravity Joed b0 £A11 dke o 'e'ﬂcd'rx-i--ﬂJ‘i
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The 45 HTT VOYAGER arvived ai Precsort with enprocimsiely J22 berrels
af fuel, lcaded 4,107 borrels of fuel, ond seiled with 500 borrels.
Upon orrival in ¥reeport there wos fuel only in My and 4 doublo bottom
tamka. At ¥recoort the Tuel wos loaded inbo 3 nort, 3 sterooard ond
2% eonter sad o conter dowile boticm fonis. The port ond shurhomprd

sottling tanks ur-Wrt while the vesszel wes fucling.
According to ir. the Seecond Assistent “nolneer, the

sonmunption of Teel oboard the 55 STWH VOTAGER on route from Houston o
Troeport wag about 30 fo 350 barTels por doy with the cvanorator in
operation.

13, After losding at Freepcrt the Chief Hate, Fr. I, ook

s rmall bost fran one of the sheowe fecilitics that wos sszisting the 55
oo VOVAODTE end went areund the ship to detormine its frecbosrd. oafter
the Chief Mote pévised 4the Mostor thet he wis unnble to obiodn an agcurace
resding, Gue to o vreveiling sueil, Ceptoin boble inziructed hin to meke =
notation in ine deel log ook thet "Ime te the red coiwlitions he vos W=
able to read the ara”t.” Sceordin: o Dr.] I thc heicnt of these
swelle was rouphly threo feet at the tine stinupts were neie o Lele tne
droft resding.  accewding to [r. y the Third Ofiicer,

thie zwell wap considevebly hesvier when the ship Loft Freeport then winen

he teolr bhe drelt reosdings upon arrival of the 55 S I0H VUIsGER at Iroas
inated the owell to be appronimately five feet. According to
gleclricion, the wesihrr was enln for spnroxisstely six
hourd belere tae QiT0E VOVAAO deperded Tren Freeport.  accorcing to nr.
Coyne, the wind velocily, alSer losding was conpleted, Was oT roximately
ait or seven Imess ond the swells, 8t the fime the Chied sate oiteurued o
bl fho drefi, were four to Tive feef. The U, 5. Weother Iurcon, bisms,
Ttarids, rercriéed thet a forecost of the westlior from wierl o Grand Tehonas
on 1% ond 15 Deccmber 196% wan as fellows:

1100 L5 (1 Deeexber) dimls I3 10 to 13 Imots
Sern £ to & fect, Scottered ziowers.

0500 3T I:lE- E:H:-:a“:'nr}r} “limidla w12 to 20 awois
Somg - to 5 foct. '

1100 #=T {15 Decomber) Winds 08 19 to 20 lnots
Seas 5 to & fect.

17u0 n2p (15 Deconber) Winds BE 20 to g5 knots
Spas 3 Lo 5 fect. Rough off ohore.

At 1900 E37 (15 Decomber 1964} a report wes received Wy <he T. S, Weo ther
Tregu, Hiami, Florido, that winda were 39 lmots ot west cnd of Orend Dolhauae.

(4]
may | am
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1. It wos tne epirion of Captain _,. Hational Cargo Bureaw
Sesveyor, Hooston, Texas, when checking the cargo pre-stow plan for the
Matdonal Cargo Puresu, that in order to carry out the proposed bunkering
areprom, the S5 SMITH VOYAGER would have to =ail frem Eousion, Texas
1ipht of her masks, in erder £0 be at the proper draft upon departing
fros Freeport, Oramd Bshams Island, BEM.I. A warnding to this effect was
riven by Captain I to the Master, Captain Frederiek M. Mohle; on 2
Decomber 1964 wille the 83 SMITH VOYAGER was at San Jaclnto Terminal, and
this warning was subscquently repeated to the loading personnel at Good-
prstura Elevator; Houston, Texase The pre-stow plen called for the 53
BOTH YOYAGER to have |63 tons of fuel on board when it departed from
Frocports

15. A5 to the submergence of the lesdline matk, Mr. John Fy Fitgsirmons,
the Viece=President in Charpe of Cperetiona of Eorl J. Smith Compary,
tegtified that the Captain "had all the latitwde in the worli" and that
he leaves the loading to the Taptain's discreticn. Tn o letier to Captain
Hohle dated 27 Vovenber 1364, however, Wr., Fitssimmons stated that upen
arvival at hls lichtening port of Vizagapatom cr Madras hils vessel must be
Ton proper marks? and said nothing aboot overloadinpg upon sailing from the
previous port. Ynis letter gcheduled the SMITH VOYAGER to its discharge
rort in Indis via Freeport, Ceota, Suez Canal, and Djibeuti, Althouph the
letter scheduled the SHITH VOYAGER to go directly from Freeport to Ceuts,
Mr. Fitzsimmeons, in a subsequent itelephone conversation with Captain Hohle
while the 58 SHITH VOVAGER was in Houston, Yexas, told the Captain that
iTf he felt that after leading the vessel he could not procced in accordance
with the instructions, he would proceed to the Arores for replenisheent.
The SMITH VOYAGER was bound from Freeport to Cewta at the time the list
doevelaped and there is no indicatlion that the course waz changed to the
haores.

15, T, F tho Radie Officer, who had boen salling on the
SMITH VOXAGE:R for some time, testified thoet on a previous veovage & former
master, Captain[ I hed loaded less cargo than the comeany desived,
Thae CGaptain had sent a telegram upon departure from the leoading port to
New York relating that 10,100 tons of cargo had been lopded. Captain

received a message from the Earl J. Splth Company telling him to
cend zn explanation as the ship was aupposed to have loaded 10,200 tonss

17. Althouph Frederick W, Mohle, the Master of the 55 SHITH VOTAGER,
tegtified that on the passapge from Houslon to Freeport he ordered the
Chioef Englneer to pump out any water that he Jdi€ not need ond that water
wrag in Tact "dumped® on 13 or 1L Docerber 1364, the evaporator was not
onerating saticfactorlily amd the wvessel was short of fresh water doring

thisz pae sapa, Mr. _ the Third Assistant Enginear, was




Mrehpe Cperd o Jovesddootion lhe 50 }5—0..15,}5 of 11 June 1965

nomwlly dn oivievce ol the vater ond to bds inowledoe there was no water
mmed over the =ide of the 55 S0 YOYOOER at any tire after deparbing
Teoet Uoustor.  To the Imeviedse of lr. [ C:icf Oificer,
nothirg wis diwiped everboard bobreon liousion and Freeport other thon the
sitip'as serbsge and e had ne inforwation of eny ornlerc or instroctions
thet water wonld be fuoped avertonrd. Hr. |- the Third OCficer,
waz alea akle to siste Shat no freosh waler asd been pumped overhonrd
Batween Dounrcton ood Frecocrt on aiz vateh or at any other tioe to hia
knevledse. @0 [rech woter wag jumped overbenrd on the naegsje betweon
lipnzton end Freonori to the ¥nowledms of the rodieo opereior, e Hoy Le
Porltius. On the mescase bebreon Houston and Freeport no Iresh wolcr was
penped emt bo Uhe Enowledge of birs s the Flpst Assistont
Dnoinesrs e boilers were pleced on & raw lecl for approxine tely two

hours on die peascre of the 8 EITH TOWAUEA {rom Heuston to Freepork.

18, After lesving Preenort, Grand lohemo Iclend, NM.I.y on 15 Decoober
196% & gerdimovs ook farons the rudder stock peeking lond wos noboed.
Wl clsnd wos Siontenod ag ruch #s wooridle bet Leds did net zlop the leolo
teoxing cocine poon of e G5 SHEVH VOVLLEST won Tound he he dloadod
of the posmine of 14 Deepsder 1365, The nigit belfove the [lociing cocurred
tie olleT on wetel bed ctteipted o eivr e sieering engine oon Wut the
senther was too bod gnd e wes unskle to set into Bhe siesriag enging yoon
froe deote  Abter the Tlooding wen &0 zcovered the Mirpst zeistant Tnginecer,
. T cc rolieved moevily &lter 1000 by tie fhded Zopiinecr.
o, e boelt into e stecriny enjine room where e found 12 to 15
inches of woser thed wea being meiled out by bucked brijade. o drvin
Lmp wemaiader of Yhe wober from the stecying emine room, Lirs Srha Surhed
& hole soveut 1?2 ifrehes hr 12 inches souere, & digtance of ehproxinately
10 ipches above the dock. The bole was burned ot this level bogmuae [ir.
B o= uwmable to burn beleow the water, After siphoniag the waler from
the sieering ensine voom torougs the lerge hole, = gusller nole, Brorei-
ipsbely twe inches in diigeter, wos mzped in the bulihesd near the docia
Uie Flest issistont Barincer plopmed to weld & two-ineh nipnle in ihis
aele ana cen it off, aewever, neiiher hele wns ever roweired, The oo
tiiza iole woo suiticlent ko droin the wvater 1*'m- tire ztearing eozine Toon
into the ehoft.cllers ot the time of the flooding of ihe stecrony onine
~oam, ihe shavkosod sieo=ing ensine meder wa in use. ke gigrbopnd moltor
woe gooired ang siteuptz wers nmade te atsrk the port rolor, lewewvor, when
it vog encroiied e ;*:.1,_-1* gtorted to burn end the nort stécving enine
motar loe: o coil. The SIM VOULOIE progecded wiilout oteepdiny Irol
ehout 1000 o 1790 wndil She wsbor had heen rencved Irom the edcering
Chirine Tooma g mitnsbpnrd gteering ensing noded onereied nroerl --..‘-.'.-::'1'
e wutar hod hoen renmoved from the steering englie roem.  Whe Tlooded

~1i=
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gteering engine rovm was reported to Kraine, the elesotrician, at 0300 on
16 Decerber 1¥6L. The electrician noted that the water level came up to
the steering motors in the stesring engine room, which he estisated were

mounbed anproximately two and cne nalf feet above the deck. At the btime
Hr. Second Assistant Engincer, observed the water in the
steering eng room, he found it to be approximstely two or three feet in

depth,. Tne depth of the water in the steering engine room, according to
Hr, Third Assistant Drgineer,; was two and omo half feet,

1%, Avproximately four inches of water were noted in the stesring ensine
room by Kraine, the electrician, before the vessel arrived at Freeport,

Mr. I e Chisf Of{icer, had also noted on the passare from Fouston
te Freeport that there was a small amount of water im the stesring room,
approximately two or thres inches, "asloshing about" due to the leak in

the rudder stock gland,

20, After szlling from Freeport, Grand Bapama Island, B..I., on 15 Decomber
1968, a slight starboard list was noticed by some crowmenbors, however, the
majority of the crew did not note &n appreciable list developing until the
morning of 20 December V96lL. On the morming of 20 Decerber 1964 the Master
got up at about 0700 and found that a nerth-mortheast gale was blowing, about
Force 5 or 6. The barcmeter was steady. Toe 55 SiITH VOYAGER st this time
had & two to five degree list, which the Master stiributed to naving a heavy
wind and sea on the port side. The wind and sea inereased rapidly. The
vessel started rolling moderately takinp an cecasional heavy rell. The Master
changed course from OHLOT to 13597 to place the wind on the guarter and allow
some drims, lashed on the starbourd side of the after deck house, to be ree
sgcured, One of the drums in a proup, lLashed together with manila, started
to come mdrift. Ancthor proup of the drums containing fish oil were secured
with-wires and turnouckles. The doums wera re-secured betwesn the howrs of
1000 and LIS by the boatswain, James Wripght, and able szaman,
After the drums wers re-segured the Master reduced the speed af the main
enfines frem 73 revolutions per minute to &0 pevolutions per minute and
altered course apain to hiz original course of 0&1%T. The Captain then
brought the 53 SHITH VOYACER over to CEO0PT to ease the vessel. At 1150

the Master brought the wessel over to a southerly couwrse, about LO0 degrees,
in a further effort to esase the sirein on the vessel due to the wind and sea,

2L. The Caief Mate, v, [NESSSEEEEEN, ©i-st noticed a list at or about
1000 an 20 Deecnbor 1964, The wind and zeas were on the port beam of

“the SHITH VOYAGER and Mr. Bennett was not disturbed by the list because

it was seareely notieeable on the ship which was rolling 15 to 20 degrecs,
He notad that the wind was then arcund Foree O or 9. From 1000 to noon
the starboard Liat of the 55 SMITH VOYAGER increasad,

e
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20, Ur. T ti: Seocond Dfficer, no bed that after lezaving Frea-
port, Grand Labasa Island, #..T., on 15 December 196k, the weatner was
mostly from ahosd of the ship. The winds were Force L 4o O with some lipht
spray ceming over the bow and port side. saveral dava after Leaving Freeport
the wind shifted to tho northeast and Me, _ the Second Dfficer,

had his men go around the deck amnd turn the ventilaters away from the wind-
ward sidae. Thring the pieht of 1% Tecember 196l the weathar buocams considor-
ably worse and when .'ﬂ.r-.k werh on watch at OLO0 on 20 December 176L he
nad his men make constant tours aboul the vessel, checking watertight doors,
the docrs leading into the guarters, the lifeboats, the oil drums and all
heavy equipment thai could shift. The ship was faverinp the sbarboard side
slifntly as it rolled. The Second Mate attributed this slipht starboard list
to unsymmebrical weiphts on the ship, possibly caused by the use of fusl

oli Irom ths port tanks.

23s  Mrs — Third Officer, notad thal several days eut of Freg-
poart, Grand Pohama Loland, B.W.L., the 55 SHITH VOYAGER, procecding ofi &
course of OBL9T at a speed of T3 reveluiions por minube, ran inte heavy
woather and started taking heavy seas and spray over the pork o,  Ha
eotild reeall no list on the 55 SHMITH VOYACLR after leaving Freewort, untilk
his B to 12 wobeh on the merping of 20 Decemver L9GL. On this wabtch ha
ahserved that the weathor wag overcast and the wind was Foree & with rusts
up to Fores LO fﬁ. the north-northeast. The helght of the 5025 was

estimated by kir. the Third Officer, to be 20 leet. Bo souniings

of the holds were made on the meornlng of 20 Tecomber 1760 due to watar on
the deck. On prior irips of the SHITH VOEAGER it had been tac sractice for
the seundings to be reported to the Third Hate, Iir. — while he
was on the bridge on his 8 to 12 watch, On the last trip of the 5.ITH
YuYaokk, however, no soundinps were presonted o Hr. B oo the bridee
during his watches. L

2h. m the Mrst Assistant bnsinser, went on wabch ot OBOO
on 20 Decomber and woted for the first time thot the vessel was
listing to the starboard but he did now datermine the amount of list. IG

goenad to ¥r. Jthct the wind and sea heelinn khe vessel to the star=
board scoounted for this list, At the time My, Saha reticved tne Jecond

Assistant Lorineer, qha wag warnoed to stay away [rom toe
Lop dask beeause of the water spilling from tho condunser recseneck vent

as bhe ship was robling fairly heavily. On the B to 12 uabich on the
morning of 70 Dacembar 1764 the sanivery pump was inpperative as its
controller had prounded and buroed out 2 wire. The glectrician was engaged
in ths repair of tie sanltary pump and cuparisneed some difficulty in
renoving e board from the controller box. Al abaut 1130 the irst
smnigtant noelneer discoversd & leak in the madn eondensor, Iz eakied

12
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the Chief Trnedvoer and the leak was stoppad by tho introdection of sswduct
tntn the cobdonser, At or sbout 1207 & steam lealk wos detected in the

rioin stess line betwaon the throtile ond the "wye" comnection to the boilera.
The insvlatlor vas removed amd it wag found thet the gasket wes lesklng

and that the nmis on the steds bolding the flange were sliphtly looso.

Tha sleam wes sseupad snd the nats tightensd but the enpgine room Wwas chon-
denzd befores steom waz placed bock op the ling.

25, Tha Sveond Assistant Engineor, F, did not beconn sware
of & list on the 55 SHITH VOYAGKR until the morping of 20 December 19Gh.

A% 3130 or 1145 the Chief Lnginesr told the Zocond Assistant Enginecr that
he had talked te tho Captein about the liszt amd hed advised him that it
was not dug to tha fuel and water, since tha tanks were even at thol tiwe,
ATtor the Captain had noeticed a permenent 1list of approximately 10 degrees,
tha Chief Enpiresr, hir. Cornelivs Do J. Vecnstra, told the Centzin thod

ho did noet shift angrtldng down belew. The Capiain orderad the water on
the starboord side fo be transflerred to the port slde, snd ithet if voees-
gary, to trensfer fuel to the port side. The Chiel Frgineer suprocted to
tho First Assstont Frgineer that they try fo pump wator inte the ommpdy
double botbem tanks on the wort side. The il port doutle botlem tunk wos
glack and water was transferred inte this tonk frem the sterboord double
bottorm tanlk. PFrosh waler was dlee transferred from the starbesrd il
double bottonm fank te the forcroak. The Sgeond Assisztant Enpirecr started
to punp ballast into #2 port dowble botiom at er sbeut 1215, a few minotss
aftor the chip had steppad. Seon after ballast was sterted inte 772 port
double botteom, the enpineers ware teld % lesve the efgita room. The
hilge pumps were not utilized to pump the helds on the SHITH VUOYATE, and
ne attermt was mode o take a suetion on the helds ~fior the 1515t hed
davolopod, The Second Assistant Enpinacy noticed sn incresso In the 1ist
1% or 20 minules after the engines were stopped. Then, at 1230, the ship
took a big rell and did net coms back, This was noted by ihe Second Asois-
tant Enginecr to be about 30 mimetes after the cmprines were slopped.

2he L{r.m Third Assistant Engineer, had neticed a slight
starbosrd 118% QUrAnF nis midnight te 000 wateh on the morning of 70
Dacember 196L by observing the elinoreter forvard of the leq desk, Vhen
Mr. Fidson went back on waleh st 12 moon on 70 Decomber 1964, he noticed
the vessel listod =till more to starbeard. After the leak developed in
the main steam line and the enping was sacured he noted thal the 1list be=
came much Worse. While working in the engine room on tha 12 te L waich,
John W. Kraino, the electricisn, noticed amoke behind the main penerstor
port distribution parel, He went behind the switchbonrd and found that
wWoter was running down the starboard bulkhesd. The water appesred

to be spraying from the sterboard gide of the ship in Woy

-1 %=
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a S n ooroe benipd ity 8c 1T dheme were £ ooraell i thot area. The
paronn o0 v bor sprnyed approcimoiely elonl inches from the aside o the ship.
¥ : Ao Lmernrine ely one Tood fron the ovorhofd. Tals gpray
wnp dbeerod by Lowino wefress LP30 end DXED. One of dhe able aoanecn
rocorbed o dhe keeier ket Shore wen woler erodng o he fif‘lﬂ.‘r Lo

ta hhe DEsan e :
H

e, The atber went to the fidley and found bthek t--"lﬁl""ﬂ
e

wsg s overdler. Thn aled snsinecr odvised the Capiodn thed g ovor-
flper pone Troan :'.'._: pn iy gomdonser Vent.

7. i ':;'-m sodio Officer, had nmotico
cavtlior tuan Lhe Lapoiin ong the other officerce o the lote ofterpoen ond
wroning of 1§ Hecemter 196%, iir. N cticod oot Lre poyi-perih-
BEGROTLF W1MhG, soe vossol hed a list mere 0 the storhoard hion to the
ot T-u_m-.. B Dooafe nore noticanble 4o Hr. _n:'r Sundoy porning

the 20 * inoezbor 1946%. 4% 0800 on e merning of 20 Jecopocy 1950,
unile '.'_~:. wong estive, he noticed & very heovy mell of She 3% SOk

VOTRGT ta Lo fearboard. Thiz yell wes heowy eacugh be W r:.n-: LonaEt &
i P |
]

aumncr of thin s ia She reddlo room, ineluding cms of waint fant han 00N
tied down. A Tive-;allen jug of weter was browen wod @il of oo hoak
o

and phpers wert tosged sbowd the radie shack, A% sheud A00D iz _
noted Hhat the ship oupevieneed snother neevy roll.  ShoTERY sfter 715
=
t

rr. [ =0t v o ike bridge vhere . N
iuz on wateh, end aeted the ciiine speed iafice®ar whidn gl
to be nroseoeding at T2 reoveluiic s Dor miiuic. o Borking bhsh o
to the radia room and a~sin eroumd 1100 fhe venmzel ioox zratlar Seavy
#0ll %o stavbesrd, which broke articles h:u:m-: i 4he polio ehedl am

kit E:ﬁ'—ﬂ::d hiz -:.I-'ai‘.r smainst the starvoerd valiheods T gogs
timg & dedinite bermanent 1ist to giarboard wea novicestle by Dlr. “

k20 Deceaber 190%, ir.
Ohiefl Officer, ond s the Todcsddn, 1nGpn
uper "ewnon decxs ond found that therd Wil no evidics
of prain. The feeders wele .'.*.'.ﬁ.'.r.:r:atl;.' in:net. Thilz
with Tlashlishis. Firat they wens o SR akd ond o
wvhile the Crief (oTicor weni deem into the Viween faod
anit Torian ond Ioakod avound. Toe Shled Ollieer chen
helds by puching nalde tae sereening in the ozctpe W i
hig 1i-hi across the fop ol tie Jrain. Lo Tound thnad
to be in orapes edder sliwush he srRin wis anprusinar
the everhesd aTier zetviling. a6 Lhe fEne of oz

not mum denm o Lne alTrondrn .“.inev bo @y oimt.  Yhely

gl dEmare 0 she wing or Yiu FRCECTO. oo e 1".'u::_'; -,:' |.'1 peid 2 o

toucen Gects in at Soe forepd eed of 08 Podeh. Thove Lo oo ooelde '-'.'-‘."

Teeated o the bpool of the foresnstla oo WRG pows ::'-_'.'lf_'. o omomian oy

b, ot anomasimat
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abenrved outside of the feeders and the grain fittings ccemed to be in
pood order. The coomon loaded & and #5 hatehes were inoccessible, gince
the rocape tronks were filled with grain, 50 they could be checked only
extornally by chserving the mast howses and the tarpaulins eovering the
hateches. After the Ghief Officer and the poaksvain inspested the cargo
holds, the Chicf Officer repocrted back to the Captaln that condi tions
were well in #1, #2 and #3 hatches and that nothing had shifted. After
this inspoction the vessel slowed down and loct its stoerageway aod WOG
vallowing with Bier bopa to the portherly svell. Hr. M
Third Hate, becons svave of the list of the 25 SITH when
to the bridge at 1150 on the merning of 20 Docember 1564 to relieve Hr,
, the other Third Mate. The Caplain wvas on the bridpe ot
this time and the list waa observed by Hr. I to be approxinately
10 degrees. Hr. I cbscrved the Chief Officer and the boatswaln
as they were checking the holds and he noted that the list ef the 33
SHITE VOYAGER wos stlll approxieataly 10 deprocs.  Hirs pigwrared
the bridge tolophons and one of the engincers told him thot they weuld
haeve to stop the engines due to a leak in the main steon line. The ship
had cnourh woy on her to contipue on coursg for somi time before it
gtopped. While the ship wos laying dead in the walcr and wallouing, the
1igt inercaged rapidly te 20 dagrecs. The list thercafter rapidly in-
crensed and remained 2t least I0 degroco Lo shtarboard.

29, #r. B ‘tbe Third Officer, aftcr being relieved ot approxinately
1150, filled in his log book and laft the bridpge at about 1200. Vhon he
returned to the bridse at or obout 1230, there wos o tenker wisiblo about
four wiles away on the starbsard bow and the 25 SMITH VOYAGER was Ilying
two black balls. Unsuccessful attompts were made to contnot the tanker
by flag signals and flashing light until it psssed feon view, The 85
SMITH VOYAGER was unable to identify the tanier or to Zog her stack warks

with glasscs. The Hadio Officer, Hr. q pava conbinual OO
calls to the tanker but it did mot ansver, although DNGEYS Wero recoived
from several otkoer chips. One aaswer, vbich the Padio Officer could
resenber, was recoived from an American -ship, the 55 ELVARD LUCKEHEACH,
which was told to stand by singe the 53 SHITH VOYAGIR may be in troubla.
These calls contimued for approxiuately 15 or 20 minutcd. The Radio
Officer returncd to the radie sheck later and gave ocut the XKL, or
urpency signal. A reply wos rocaived from three or four shipe widch he
could mot later ideatify. DThese chipa were told to stand by sinec the 55
2MITH VOYAGER might bo in trouble. By this timo the Kadio Officer
poticed the list had increased to I or 35 degroees and that the ship was
rolling more to stevbouvd. At approvinately LF00 the Dadio Officor neted
thot the 55 SHITH wOYaesi fook the heaviest roll to stoarboard yet. After
talking to Coptzin Hoble the Radie OQfficer woent baek to the roadio shack
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smd told the szhips in the wicinity to stand by for a possible 305. The only
chip that the Badic Officor was able to remember contacting at this time was
the /B NATHILDE BOLTYN. Approxirotely 15 ninutes later the 855 SUITH VOYAGER
took apcther similar heavy roll to starboard after which the Captain told Mr.
m that #4 hoid hod opened up and ordered him te eall for help., At

3 e nutomatic alare wae activated and om Eﬂﬁlﬂaﬁ sent. At 1320 the
chips standiocg by were told that the crew of the S5 SHITH VOTAGER was going
p¥er the side in o few seconds and that the ®adio Operator would have to
leave, At thie time the M/S MATHILDE BOLTEN wos soven and one half siles
avay and hod the 35 SMITH VOYAGER in its radar. By this tice the main power
apurce hnd beest lost and the radio mecsages wers sent by wsing engrgoncy
pover, The Badio Officer experionced difficulty in keying his radlo nessages
duc to the fact that his ehair, vhich was not attachoed to the deck, s1id to
atarbas to the list and roll of the 55 SMITH ¥VOYAGER. It wos neceosary
fer He. the Third Officer, to hold hie chalr while he tronzmitted the
distress message.  Hr. -renmrm;:nded that the radio roem chair be of
a gwivel type with arms and belted to the deck.

0. The Badio Officer alse expericnced some difficuliy in obtaining the
noon poglitien ae the conditions of distress developed on board the 55
EHITH YOYAGER. When the noon position fimally was piven to the Radio
Cperator, he found that the longitude was given as east in liew of west.
This mistake, however, was notieced and corrected, The Radio Officer Mmaade
a recommendation that a copy of the noon position report be furnished the
radie rocm for ready refercnce ench day as goon s it was cbtained.

31. Due to the list and rolling of the 55 SHITH VOYAGER, the Radie Offiger
had also experienced difficulty in contacting a paszsing tanlker by mesns of

a hend held signol light. He recomrended that o stationory signal light
be instalied on the yard arm which would be visible to ships in the area

without the necencity of aiming the light in the direction of the ship.

22, The peneral alarm had been rung by tha Chiefl GIficer at the Mpster's
commznd, with sn intention to have ewverybody in 1ifejackets. The sipnal
consizted of one constant ring of the general alarm for apprexiwately ten
scconds. Number 1 lifebost was 5till sccured in plage at the time the
general elarm was sounded. ]

3%, The Captain, upon looking aft and finding #4 hatch cover bulging,
posumed that A5 hatch hagd "let po." He ordered the Chief Officer to
launch the starbosrd lifeboat and get it clear to preveat it from being
'ﬂ-’.‘-mlﬂﬂd-!

24, Thae Chief Officer ond a fireman=woatertender, F weRt into
the #1 boat to glear it away. At this time lifebom wog receiving

- 16 -
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the force of the scag on the starboord siles and was being XIifted wp into
the dovits, Ehe boat wno lovered down to the embarkation ctation at
about 1320 so that the portuble rodlo and other items could be placed
ohonrd, snd a scs painter attached. At this tine the liaster pave the
ordor to let #1 boat 7o and ewndd, “Get the releasing prar.” As the

boot wos vielently jamscd vnderneath the dnvits by the feree of the

goas before boine releaced, it took on 4 gquantity of water and the
Chief Officer wos concidorably chalien.

35. after the boat vios relessed on the sea pointer, it ot first drifted
say from the cide of the ship. While the lifcbeat was approxisately 50
to 100 feob from the slde of the 55 SWITH VOYAGER the Coplain sov &
number of men talingz to the boat by means of the lifelines attacnod o
the dovit opon.  As the boat otarted te drift back toward the mide of

the 55 SHITH WOVAGER, the sea painter wos lengthensd and the boat drifted
baclk toward the stera of the 85 SHITH VOYAGER where the repuinder of the
croumonbors who abondoned the chip took to the boat. The lifebeoat con-
tinued to take wabter as the sgas breke over it. The bailing and the use
of the bilge pump weore ineflfeciive. As the lifeboat left ikhe lec of the
ship it broached pnrd filled completely with water. The boat setiled with
its gunwalos near the surface of the water. After it was found to be
impractical or impossible to row the boat, many of the creumembera
alloved thelr carzs to drift avay.

56, As the Badio Officer took out the collapsible antenna and propersd to
put it together and activate the radic, o wave broke directly over the boat
and bent the antenna to such an extent that it ¢ould net be put togother.
by this time the boat was full of water and the trancmitter, which waos
ilached to a thunrt, was four to mix inches underncath the uater. The Hodic
Of ficer hod advised the ship, which he had contacted, that he would bo
sending DR signals with the pertable lifeboat rodic. Since the ontemna

of the portable lifeboat radio wos domoged boyond repair by the waves
breaking over the lifcboat he wos unabvle to tronsait sigrale fros the
lifeboat, :-Ir.qnm.:mended that & porsanent installotion be

fittod in lifeboats. and Chat the transaitter should be of & woterproof
type that could be placed overboard free of the bdat and attached oy a
chain of othar fastoning device.

%7, thile the lifeboat was near the stern of the 55 SHITH VOYAGER, I

H ordinory sesanan and deck madnt ipmped from

g fantall but were swopt am hﬂat.W the
oo # able seaman, oasaisted theoe pergong in pet-
ting to the lifobout. While awaiting the arrival of the M/S HATHILDE

=17-
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BALTEH several af the cceupants of the lifebozt wero washed cut of the lifebeat

kot segistod hoak i by the othar pocunentn,  Mr. - Seccoad Assistant

Divrdmesr, was wached oubt of She 1ifeboat thres or fowr times afber 1% swimpadas
machinist, was alsoe washod oot of the lifeboat four or five

bimesa

3. Woyen NN :--ched the lifeboat he found that the weleor wes
nesedy up to hio knezs and he bad no plagse to sity so he sheod ud in the
after part of the lifeboat. There wore other men shanding at this tim.
Thzoo persona were Tinally able to arrange bhemzolves so that ther were
thla to sit dovm. The First Azssistent Eocineor, ¥ra p b
Third 0fficer, Mr. [ and

AL

the elasbrician, Jore th
Iast porsonn ta lecwe the SHITH V - rom anidchipn.  Thoe Ghiel Cfficer,
M. _, pave the order to gebt the oars out and try to kecp
the lifebonk from szmashing Aapainat the SATH VOOAGER . There siere two or
throe ones out by the tims Me. R reacted the lifaboak; hewover, rouing
had not been effective. Hre. [ the Thivd Offiser, orabbed o steering
nar and stbempted o work the boat sway from the S5 SHITH VOAGER whan 4t
app-ared thabk the lifebeat was geing under the countar. Thd Swoc) o0 WS
usad in an gar lock.

39, Bafors ths 1lifshonat filled with wetor, the efforts of Mr. [ to
Third Officer, to siser the lifebeuh with o odeep ear wora sommeiad
mcoessiule Anprodmately theee oors wors being uzed ta rey thr boot oh
thia timoe The Firast OMicer wis in the bee of the beat, the Socond
Offiser was in the center of the beat énd the Third O0Ficor wam in tho
utern of the bosle It vos w'taeim whether o not tha plug wos in the
14faboat but Hr. D chocked the plugs in Houstes ond found Shon to
bp clear and working properlye After thr beat £illed wikbh water ond
evanped, Mr. the Third Officer, suzmested that the nen who codd
sirim sheuld juep out and Bold on to the side of the lifebont. Job T
the hostouaing, Jaboa W ainn, tha

. ] '-'l:!

Garey, nrchinist pat
clectrician,
Badio Officor, pob cul o & lifahoat. MAftor was outside the

abln sedmin, &
14faboat in the water for apprexirntuly one howr, ho hecame exhaugted and
was helyed back inte the boat.

0, Tha ¥ HATAILOE BOLTEN howe inte vims and apprenched the 1ileboat very
slowly, tmadad inte the sea and mell. The PATHIZDE SOLIEN bod lifelirsd,
laddera, apd caryoe nats over the side and also a heawy nylon havaor stretehed
the lenpth of her Mull, The MATHIEDE BILTEN had a light eargo of automobiles
and was rolling considerably with a 27-foot frecdheonrd.  As Ghe MATHILDA
EALTEN approached the 1ifeboat, thab wvessel theou the boab 2 Line s Tha bodie
siain, [ ~he veo 1o the waber with Hre. B o forward and

1

~1A-
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shd st ooud b oceb oone 1Eaos Az the JIATUITTES SOLDEIT anne alocer it
e ouothor Mne sod i - attemnled to owim oul and et Gist
oo anld nttaes At 40 the ctern of the Jilnoets.  Durine. the Lask
nomieligy while the lideboat wea breadsfide wilh e sierbeord slde of
the boat touard the FBAEITLER GOL)R'e pord oldey o ok srell esushl
the 1ifehea® and corvrlad &5 o001y olonoslde wee LAIT0E BOL 00 Tov.
B toxned evound ond oaw thel bhe 1ifebosl vos eoodns ob Gidp, with
kia betwreoen e boat rad fhp shdn, se ke sterbed o ocann :I.':: af Hhe
Mietoat o faod org e eonlds [oon resicning the gidn e bubgyd on A
pounery theat wos abwedched alon: the aide off Lhe V0TS 3 "_'_.|r.

g arders or inctrobions nad hoon ieosned e tha vevoens o She i Dowwend
Md ae sdvonos oo tiong had boos soda Dn e Lileweot Jor oorenilor ol
nasaeminel o the AWTILUS BOLMGE. After she 1irshoud wos covriod alens-
gide tae ghin o Doy membors of ihe crew inwedislely svovied toe Jonders
aiel gar o noio ond bLeszo serswiline un.  Then fae iifebact dropmed dom
with e wewve.  Sho noxt tipo the hoet cane upy onoo ol liw croumopderg
nsadin brded %0 orolb Lhe ladders mad onvre nebn ol the cecbinatlon of the
mxla of the ses hdbtting the gide ol the bost snd the distriio ';i-:ra -91“
weight with 2 qunbher of dhe orow on e inbosrd adide of ton 1lifewos i covoed
it 4o eopaise. 4 fow of the crowienbers were on tho ouatbened -’“-;.3..’: louping
bech g fup sz Ythoy could atitenrddng t0 bolaneo L boote e Sche, the
Firgb leeigtent fapinccr, [ bne Seesant ioslstant Zusgnecry fr.
Porliins, the fedio Officer, #nd ane g2dle coomon Wore sobg of Ghi SOersong
reroining oo the nort gide of Shve lifeboat. AfSer it copcifed, some of

the orowmerbers riphted the Iifebost Ly miling on bhe keel and juard roil.

P HAUUTLOE BUTA sterted beling the men on board ot 1539, Iy 1627 =11

ol e survivers ond the four deccosad nad been bohon on boord the PLUTILON
2L, Somc 02 the mon were adle to olimb up tho essqo dels ond lnddero

to the deck of She MiTUILDE ICLTEN. Other oecupantn of the lileost wore

oldted to the deck of the :'.'.1"1 i13m InelWNE by the zesns of lines. Soversl
c1-*=fn3r1hﬂxs of the ATHILIE DOOSSY went down into the lilebopt amd into e
wabar Go aoeist the ourvivors. _c-i' Sonta
Cruz, felifornta, who wos serving on board tie /5 ISRHILM SCLYAD fg fofEe
oy, war one of tho oerevwemberi whe went dovh dhe side of l- £ i
Lo Mesdls of sovorsl pusvivers cut of the weter and nifrchcod lines to sone
of the persosns in thao 11 feunnta : :

1. re Corsclius De J. Veenstire, the Chief Englneer, hod been siiting very
aietly in the atter verk of Ehie booi befere it cavsined. e weo oboorved
to be erushod betiesn the lifeboet snd She side of the s‘:::‘.n sevreral Linern
while lenesing to o line Jrom the JLUS[ITEN BOIAL.  Aller toe noat was i
rijhted the Mrst ftosistont Enginecer, . [ obsorved tne Chiefl ehciacorts

~15
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wdy flonting fage dovvward. Theo leat tir ¢ that lir. B0 seen the Chief
Sninesr wes wion he woo sitiing in ke affer end of the lifebent. After

g

the Uhiod Unrineerts bedy wes retvieved, he wgs lyieg on his boels with blood
coming {rop both sides of his mouth. Iire. Voengire weop buried at zecst 1349
om 25 Decenber 196% from the ¥/5 HUTUILDY DOLTEM st 19° 127, Bhe 5Ly al
the roguwest of "is pnewt of Line

B2, While lie. -. the Plrat Assiztant Engineer, weos assisziing the
oithor oreymenters in rigating fna boat, L. — oiler, oae up
mnder s arm, pulling on his lifejocket. e van mabling incohorently
and tha Mlrat Azsictent Eigineer was wnable to undersiond snyiting thai he
saids [r. I iricd to pall hin up by his weist enc get 'ut an tep of the
boat fmt while deing Ehls Mr. Dovis eollapeed in his smeg, snnsrently dedd.
Hre Davis hed ot one tiwe besn obeerved bohseen the lifewsst omd the oide of
toe shin b [ -1 sconen.

Lire Z1i Jones, Third Cool, was obzerxved to fzll belveen the Lizebont ond the
ohin while heprmiegs to0 48 line or the :.‘.-'El;"'f‘lir m:i an the side of the I/ 1LOUILDE
BOLAIE b able seoamen, Hr. _, the radlo officor, sow
i 714 Jones ot Sone wonc ol ter the beat enveized floating on hio baghk with hiz
face soversl irnchas under woter. His oyos were opo i

Five or fon plmites before the bost consizod oochinist,; hed
observed Hr. Fli Jonos, in the after part of Thco BOT%, Hraging.

tire Vornon Y. Brovn, stewscd-utility, wee cboerved by (NN
eleotriclan, betwoen the lifehost ond the zide of the ship es the boat oeme
1][:- srainst the shin seversl iimes. —*mten no vizible erush
orks oo Kr. “Fmr'i he was given respization in one of the meszhells on
bpapd the [LTIIilys BiLfuk. Tt wes renerted te Xr. [ Rodic 0ilicer,
that Mr - sergebled up to a ledder on the earze net slmost te the deck
of the ATHILIE 01 when he suddenly let mo end fell heex indo the wotor.

b

1
i)
4

Te bodies of bire Georoe L. Davis, Hr. BIL Jomesz, and L. 'e'a:.‘n-q:‘i Tie Mzoen
L. B T

Were "'“rrmr. over to o moriusry at Ssn Juan,; Puerto Bico, The ceuse oF thedr
death as listed o the doakl certifiicote wop *‘tr-s to dpouming”

43, Verious nembezs of the crev indlested thebt ther hod recelved cuta,
broiges, leceralicons and abroslons. Taree oy vele pleced in the hpgnital

of the MMIILYDA M H. They were negesa ; ([ GG

seasmang and , Tireman/wi uer TeiieT. —
gid nai have any omaelilc vielole injuricss howewer, he mn a Jsonerature
for & while and hed chillz and muflvred irom ghock.
able peuman, socns mast of dhe itime Hot ke was on Hhe I0THL1L0S BUTES In

a wmk in tee carpenterts rooc. [ e bosvitelized 20 o romult of

el U

there was nd Movorcnt.
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#zn ulccroied les cosditlon after it wos dizcove 2 hoord the HAYITLNS TGLATH
that ire nenls legs were hondosed. wis noemitalized for a
suzpoeied brolom collar bone and injuries to Mls wrist and cheote Soon after
o erevmeonbers were In fte Miebesd Combtyinm Hohle slivand ond fell on the
bridpe dock and svstoined a cutb on his forchesd. ¥irot 2ld ven adpinistercd
vy Lr. ||, thr tird oriicer.

by After 211 versons wore in tie 1ifcboat, iv. [ oo ihisd 1o,
vent into the enslne Toom ool geon J.Tr.'l e water ,i.;ht, daar L,-:‘.'..'c-n:,r. the
eitpine woom o S shft allor which e Jound bo ke onoie THeDo ¥es 00
water in uhe ondine meons P ﬂ".l’ﬁt’lu to she pesshall ond found thok
g of . bhe rorfiolez wos oven and Ewmt the wessiel) was floodeds. The

wea thertipght door on bthe mwin decl: st.:r'ﬂm.'i‘:ﬂ stiey Toryard, hod teen
disescorbled soveral vorepes prior to the lost %1dn of the 55 LWL VOLGUR
wat wos resssenbled withons brinm rt:pu;r.;ar] hoeeange e noris vera nob
gvoilable on the shipe. S8ter the 58 ST YOFASTR listed on 20 Docerber
196%, the door on the storboard side leading to the eutcide let water run
tarough i%t. The degs wero securcd hrhdsylizht woo visible botweon the
E'Ll-jt“‘ el the deor. e woathertipgnt door on the stoerbonrd oide looding
6t 1151:! lagimed ond mormitdhed veter o entor the pidstiio houscs On Hhe
morning of 25 December 198%, the Third tate, uq.-, vent into 7

s 53 hatehes ond nbacerved thet 2 amd 05 feoders had oarrled awvzy on tho
strrooard side pnd thet 2 Tecdor hod nollinced immordly on the nort cides
frein wes gpilled ont 4o the sterhocid side off e hold 2round o forforc.
It epnoared to . wns the Jooder nad ;'.L.Jinu:".*,'r:‘r.c:l. e shecls
of plywooc had bacote diglodged nllowling the woil en the Tocder on e
stérboard side o gollipse. AXLl of ke prain |1.::1'. gnilleod ot in dhe wrner
"oreen dock =nd hod gone 0 o stochoozd zide. The list of the ST
YOYAGIER, 2% the time of the faoncotion by ilr. - wag b to 3 delrees
o starboard. '

4, The . . Comod Cuerd Sufter JCTiuiiy (LVE=377) esxvdived in the wicindiy
ol the ST VOYAGER av or oot E-'-;"LD on the mornisg of 21 Decermbor 1984 oud
the Norwesrdsn veonpel, ,J,-’E AEE MHATIR, widen hod keeon stonding by denoried
the oecncs  The Captsin, tho 'lﬂl?:'d Hate, and the two onlo E-‘:;.;Eﬂ] WETE rorotvad
fron tae 585 SOIT VOTA0NR 1:*::.' Wi BUCHEAL s nalllng boat on the aftersooys of
21 Deceober 1964 ot LTDO or 1730. The -srencier wos sceomnlizied by the
LRI s bost, & 20-foot Mononoyy wit: o crew of twelve twn. 4t the tine
of the tranofer |,.!~_.;. wind wag sppro=inately 90 lmots, the 2oiocs ovoronsth, and
e z-.rE-lla 20 to £5 feets The S5 ST VELGHR wes 1ying in the Trough,

"wort side to win !:I.‘-"I::I":i, il heslin~ W siarbosod a'pp*n}:" nhely 35°. e main
feck .".'_::1.1::_:.-:-:1 wia uader wator and her st dock var moiss undor poriodically
nz Vhe veesel valloved.  Alr dropz hed Leow made by twe airplenes the provious
nisht et tho mebbor roft that the 35 SET TOYASER roceived had corried avay
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in the esely afterasor. The rait hed been heph mm oout to leeverd ghout
thirty fest {roa the S0070 TOVGd. Tee four surviversz rorsined on the
USCOC FOCEAY until 2% Decomber 1964 waen they were tromsferred fo ihe
Uson0 SPEERCER.  On £k December 196% the weather swhoided someifhat and &
bogrding prrby from the USGGE SUELGAR including the Third Hete and the
\wo gble seamen weih aboerd the 55 BITH VOTAGER. The three eromeabers
af tne 8% SOTH VOTJER resained aboard thad veasel wuntil 2% Docenber
1984 when they treneferred to the Tug MARINTA wpon its arrival Trem
Termda. The laster wzg olso Srensferred to the MagiilLi. The Tug LLEE
fpos the szores arcived the follewing morning o6 Docember 1064 and the
55 SO YOYINiR nrocended toward Rermmuda In towe A 072% on 27 Decembar
196% the 55 B4ITH VOYAGER sznk in positien 2U-30H1, 50-H31.

4%, The erew of the 55 SHITH TOTACER did not replace S deep tank oovors
pricor to loading oIt nateh above them. Ik counld not be determined i Thwl
ware repleced by Lhe ajevedsren. Aonnrozimalely four hoeuwrs sre —enuired v
a gane of four or five men to roploce and secure by bolting in place the
four deep tenk covers in i hold. The size of the openings o the Aoy
tanks were epprosimately 200x 20'. The covers wene recured by bolto sround
the edge. The sanholes were gpproximaiely 2 1/2" i length and 1 1/2 ta 27
in width. Duapisge the leading operction, Bire Coyne, Thlrd Hate, inepected

fhe trimoing holes in the upper 'iween deck to Inpure Last tne covers hed
baen remeved. 'fae govers nad been slid to the side. The big ovening oover
ta & deep tenk hod slso been zlid W the oide. v Coyme dia not knog
whother or not the cover to the deep tenks wan replaced olter it had Deon
lopded with grains When il h, Thiri Hete, inspected ot deep Esnks prior
to loading, ne found a great deal of rust belore the banlks were cleonods Wt
no signs of secpage or water snd did not ghazerve any indentztionz or
tuckling.  Dunber 4 deop tenks wore 2421t insvected by the Third Mate, kr.
B o ier snifting werds had Doen imatalled ond the tenks wero ¢lesned.
Burlzp was pleeed sround fhe Dilpe suetions in the deep tenls. 5

feHey atuffed burlep up into e snetion lines zg far as pessible rriaor to
londing the carro. :

47, The log Bagks and song of e oflgerts licmses were lozt ond wero het
rotrleved. “r. I thc First isaolistont Zngineer, hed the eninecrs! licengea
vt he losht thoen during resome operations.  Some of the Fates! licenzea Were
miven by [r. Coyne, the Third Hate, fo the Coptain who put them in hiz BoZ.

The licenges ware leler roturned by the muners. While the 33 §:T400 YUY.GAR
was being sbondoncd oa 50 Docecher 1964, the Coptain was on ihe palin deel

and hended dewn Lo i, on the boat desl:, one big sotehel end a vlack
briefozce. e droppoa the large s.tchel down fo lir. - end gald, "iis
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imn'i teg inporiont", and lr. [Jionded that bog fo on 4.5, The Captadn
then gnid thet, "1:"11" is the important bag," meswning & bleok thiek one. [ir.
cafyrentod thot the Coptoin tuck the block bag inside hia belt. The
sotehel wos nloced in the Iifebost ut was found to contsin omly some
cigerettes and persennl articles bolongdng to the Captain. The Mesier reiaiped
the briefessze which wasz sbout four inchea thil::!.'.. Lei'ore leaving the 53
SAITE VOYIGED and zoding to the USCOC ROCKUIAY's hoet on 21 Deconber 126,
the Capiein ploesd one log bool: in a peekase wileh wan throwm overbosrd,
gtiached to a ringy tmoy. This packase necone diglodgmed ond the log bools
came gey from the peckege. ‘Mie Third Hate, Hr. * hod ome of the
log bools dn an atteche case with his pepers. Lo made it fast to 2 ring
tupy and a5 the pulling beat from the GACHE DOCHALY eame alongpide to
tolie then off he thmew Lt oversoandl. Tac ROCEIYLY's bont 235 ome tine
was near one ¢ the logs et was weable $o reasch it with the oat Looks.
The SITH VOUAGLR wes being set down en the HQCIEAT'z boet rendidly and
the Lot nad to rove. Hr. [ the Third iate, took with him 2 fhin zmell
briefeage meclled in iz belt, econtaining his perszonal wane»s. "he Sceond
late was ablo to talte a gexbant with hime The cagine noom lo remained in
the log desk drewer. lr. Parking, the %adio O0fficer, wes shle to dale wii
him the rodio log chects ond eopies of tho messrges bronsmiited Ty hine

4B. Pive lifejachkets Trom the 55 SHITE YOYAOLD were retricvod Ty the Uscos
ROCFAAY.  Three af these lifejscl :eta boze the stoncil :r.-.-,_-__ 3‘__1'::"‘ YovahEn
and two bora the stensil marking SUTITH CRUSADER. Four of tt,tue lifejecieis
were wort by the survivors reooved Trom the SilT:H VOTACEIR by the WOCIELILY1s
boat. The fifth lifejacket was wrapped eround one of ihe neckases

pieked up by the ROSILUIAY's boat. COne ef the lifejsalcts r..u] ed SHITY VOTAGER
was last giezped in Januory 1961 and did nat heve vinyl protected Bopel fsseris.

Four more lifejackets were retained by orevmenbers of the 55 JITI VOVIGER
gnd brought back to Few York by them where they wore siven to the Ma%ienal
HMaritine Union and later produced before the Marine Spard of Investizotion.
(ne of these lifejackets was maried ST CRUSADER and the othor lifejaclkets
were porked EOTH YOVAISEH, The lifejecket maried SHITFD CHUSATER did not
have vinyl protection ovar the hkapele insert. This 1ifsjscket wasz last
stamped Tampa,. Floride, in jugust 1565,

The 1ifejackets :_th:e-i SEITH CRITSADINR :1.3-:1 beeh tranafersad from et vessel
to the 55 SHITI VOYAGER in I*ﬂ&rw, Sieily, in Janusry 1964. The SIFTH
CAUSADER was zold for sorep at Polermo, Sicily, mnd the vessal hod en

© bpard pone gtores incluyding lilejockets which vere tronsferred to the 33
SHITH VOYAGER when the 53 SUITH VOVAGER etopped in Polermo for asvroxizstoly
12 hours in the eorly nert of 196%. liost of the SITH CRUSADER's lifelzchets
were stored in an sfter store room of the S5 STWT VOVAGER, The 55 SITLI
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VOTAOER nad a sufficient number of 1ifejackets for sach epevmenbar without
counting the 1ifejackets from the 55 SMITH (RUSALER placed in the slore-
roan and most of the 1lifejackets from the 55 SMITH CRUSATER wers not
stampad during the bi-onmsl inspectlon at Tampa, Flerida in August of 1960,

1,9, Ths evaporator of the se SMITH VOYLOER was not operating proparly at

thae time the ship sailed from Housten, Texasz, on 17 Dgcembar 19560 and the
pnrinsers ware unabls ta properly repslr it during the trip. The evaporator
had not operated properly on geveral prior voyages and was subject o con-
tirmzl trovdle. In every port the 53 SMITH VOTAGER had to take on fresh WalaTs
On the previeus trip of the &5 SFITH WOYAGHER, thae evaporator whieh is rated
at 20 to 25 tons per day, was produting 10 tons per day. The evaporalor was
opened up by the gnzinesrs and the tubes warsd found to be badly salfed. In
attempting to break of f ths lmyrar of salt, the engireers found that the tobed
nad previously beon namally pullad and thet some of the tubes on the botlom
wara hont and weare not properly spaced. The improper Spacing orevantad the
seale from falling frem the tuba nast when the tubas wera shocked and cleansd.
The S5 SHITH VOYAGER was using approximataly 20 tons of wetar por dey on Lis
pesgage from Houston to FPreaport. The evaporaior Was in gperation in Housion
tut 1t did not make enough water Lo Keep up with the consumpiion of walat,
gven in port. Although tha Magter of the 55 SHITH VOYAGER testified that he
jnstructad the Ghief EngineoT, v o e any fyazh water overboard
on the passage from Houston to Freeport, that he did not raed, there Was no
water "dumped overboard" to the knowledre of amy of the surviving arewmenbars
of tha 55 SMITH VOYAGER.

g0, Befora the 55 SMITH VOTAGER was ahandaonod on 20 December 196L, 1t was
noticed that the tarpaulin covering #l hatch was raisad several inched. It
eould be sean that same of the hatch hoards under the tarpaulin wWare dizlodged
to some axtent, At first, 11 was agsumed Yy the Captain and scma of the crew-
mambers that the bulging in tha #l; hatch cover was duoe to 2 leak in #l hold
a1lowing water to enter and pansing the grain to swgll,, The slight bulge in
the notoh cover cdld mot inoraaba, howewer, and the tulkhead of # hold, which
wag elearly visible from the engine room, Wad not bulped, Thers Was mo grain
in the water around the 55 suTTH VOYAGER to indicate that s iarge ruptura had
ocenrred. Although #l hold was severad with four tarpsulins seme of thoza
tarpauling had smell holes in them. The tarpaulins renainaed in place for
soven days while seas wara washing over #l hateh, There was ne vislble change
in iha position of the hatch borrds and the grain showed no further evidence
of axpansion.

g1, After the S5 SMITH VOTAGER grounded on 9 Docember 1960 while shdft-
ing from Jaginto Termiinal to Goodpasture Elevator, watar was found in
the fuel oll ssitling tank on or about 10 December 196l causing a loss of
steam presgure in tha boiler. The fusl in the gattling tank had been
pimpad from #3 atarbonrd doubile bottem tanks prier to finding woter mixed

==
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wit fusl, After water was discovered in the gtarboard settler,

Mr. Speond Assistant Engineer, waited eight hours to determine
{f the tanks were leaking after the grounding, tut found that there was
no rigs in level in either the starboard gettling tanks on the double
botbom frem which the fuel had been pumpeds The contents of the settling
tank, approg 400 barrels, were pumped into #5 starboard deuwble
bottom. Mr. the Second Aasistant Engineer, was of the opinion
that the water got into the fuel system from the ballast aystem since

tha ballast pump had previcusly been usad to pump the bilges. After

the water was discovered, the Chief Enginear, frs directed
that the bilge pusp be used to pump the bilgea inatead ballast
P e

52. In the summer of 1903, a cargo of bagged flour had besn damaged by
~ter in #4 hold of the 59 GMITH VOTAGER. After the cargo damege, no
lenk could ba found by inspectien although the clapper valves in the
drain 1ines lesding overboard threugh #4 hold were replaced. In the
sarlier part of 1963, approximately 27 plates had been replaced on the
bottom of the 55 SMITH VOYAGER while it wan in dry dock in Galveaston,
Texas. Moot of these plates were bottom plates in way of #2 and #3
holds .

53, n 3 December 1% g fire oocurred in the brushes on the outbosrd
generator, so Mr. the night engineer, started the inboard
generator and secured the cuthoard generator. After a few walches the
inboard generator ceased to function properly. The governcr failed to
control the speed of the generator and tha speed of the inboard generator
was controlled maneally for two days by the stesm sypply velve until the
cutboard generator was cleaned and the brushes wers renewed. With tha
inboard generator on the line the eircuit breaker tripped from overlending
ap winches were being used. Several blackouts pecurred and the condition
of the inboard generateor wns Teporped to the Master by . I, the
night engloeer. The {nboard generator at ome time overspeeded and blew
out numercus light bulbs and aam.gq} the condengate pump motor due to
excesalve voltage. The povernor of the inboard generator was dismantled
before the 53 SMITH VOYAGER sailed from Houston. Repaira to the inboard
penerator were etarted upon departype from Houston qnd were completed the
day before arrivel at FrespoTts

~25-
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= {onecluaiong =

1., That the ocmuse of the cagualty to the exient deterninable wag a
combination of faotors oocurring in the fellowing sequence:

{a) The ship wasz overlonded which reduced her reserve buoyancy
and reduced her ability to survive the adverse sea condi tlona
encoun tereds

(b} The carge of wheat wes inadequately and Improperly atowed
widch permithed the carye to ahift duwe to the ship's rolling
resuliing in an initial liet of spproxipately 10° to atarboards

(¢) At this point the grain feedera in 2 and §f3 halds which
were spparchtly of inforier design And comeiricticn collopoed
opilling grain bo the low side of the ghip causing an additienal
ten desTees of lizt.

{d) Due to the vescells overlead of cargo when the ship developed
on approximate list of 20%, the vepthertight donors and ports in
the midehip house were pertially submerged and lesled which caused
sdditional uneymmetrical weight to be added in the midship house
on the main deck incresging the list to at least 30%.

e,
{e) The water which ocame aboard through the weathertight doora
and inadequately secured ports eventuslly found its way below the
main deck and contrituted to the einking of the yrggel by
progressive flooding. *
{f) The water wnloh leaked into the ship throupgh the rudder shaft
packing gland due Lo the deep draft af the vessel {lowed inte the
gheft alley becouse the wakertisht integrity of the stearing engine
room and the ship hod Been compromised by fhe creW in effecting &
temporary meand of dewatering the ateering engring rooms This water
aontributed to the progressive flocding of the ghip and the eventunl
lons of the vesoel,
5, That there is insufficient evidence to0 muprort 2 finding that croacke
exiated inm bthe shell plating. Altheugh one erewnezver thourht that some of
the water running dom the starboard shell ploting in the ongine IO0Ey
from the spaces above, appesTed b0 be 8 spray of water emanating from a
erack, there iz insufficlent evidence to show that a crack existed at
pointe Altheugh the slightly bulged sover of # hatch initially gove the
erev of the TOTH VOVACER the imprepsion thati a erack had developed in
way of #% hold to coupe & swelling of the grain, there is no evidence to
support euch & conoluslon. The bulge did not subeequently increase.
¥
-
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wa3 no evidence of amy bulging of the forward bulkhead of §#4 hatch, which
meg clearly visible {rom the engine room, and no indication of any bulged
ghell plating. There was no grain in the water to indicate a rupture of
suflficient size to allow swelling grain to fall from the #4 hold, It ia
probable that the bulge in #4 hetch cover was the result of the dynamie
force of the graln against that portion of the cover as the ghip listed
and rolled, '

J. That there is evidence that the failure of the Joint in the main ateam
1ine was due to & blown pasket, This failure contributed to the cagus 1ty
by preventing the vessel from meintaining headway and proceeding on a
favorable course to minimize the effects of the sea and the list, It is
most probable that the blown steam joint was due, (&) to the nute being
loose on the studs; (b) to possible carryover of the bollers due to the
excessive 1iat; or (¢} to ebnormel stresses placed en the steam line by
the gevere list apd rolls, -

4 That there is evidence that the leakege of sea water through the port-
holes on the starboard side and the weathertight doors installed on the
main deck, starboard side, greatly contributed to the casualty, It ia
believed that had these doors been watertight doora in good operating
condltlon the effecta of the list of the 5% SMITH VOYACER would have been
materially lessened and the ship would probably have been returned to
port,

#u  That there is evidence of misconduct on the part of Frederick W, Mohle,
the Master of the 55 SMITH VOYAGER; (1) in that he wrongfully sailed from
Freeport, Grand Pahama, B.W.I., on 1% December 1964, with the applicable
loadline of the 535 SMITH VOYAGER submerged in sea water; (2) in that he, on
12 December 1904, at Houston, Texas, wrongfully failed to take reascnable
care to prevent the 55 SMITH YOYAGER frem departing from her loading port
with such an amount of carge that the vessel wag unable to complete {te
intended voyage withcut aubmerging its hpplicable lcadline when taking the
necogsary fuel; (3} in that he, on or apnut 9 Decomber 1964, wrongfully failed
to report the prounding of the S5 SMITH VOYACER in Howston. Ship Channel on
9 December 1964 to the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection, U. S, Coast
Guard, Houston, Texaz; (4) in that he, on 12 December 1964, wrongfully failed
to take reagcnable care to prevent the 55 SMITH VOTAGER from being loaded
ut Houston, Texas, with & hogged condition; (5) in that he, on 15 December
1964, wrongfully feiled to enter the draft of the 55 SMITH VOYAGER in the
veasel'a log upon #siling from Freeport, Gramd Bahama Islamd, B.W.I.; and
(6) in that he, while teatifying before this Marine Board of Investigation,
on 7 Jamuary 1965, wrongfully made s false statement under cath, to the
elfect that he had fresh water dumped overboard at ses on the pagsage [rom
Houston, Texas, to Freeport, Grand Bahams Island, B.W.I., on or about L&
December 1964, »

-2 7=




rarine Board of Inveatipgation ltr 59%3-021656 of 11 June 1965

6. That there im evidence of negligence on the part of Frederick W. Mohle,
Vaster of the 55 STTH VOTACER, (1) in that he, on 20 December 136h4, while
the 55 SIITH VOYAGER wes at sea, feiled to exercise proper gommand of that
veaoel by allowing the membera of the crew to lesve that vegsel after a list
developedy (2) in that hey on er about 20 December 196%, while said veasel
was at sea, failed to reguire measures te be taken to mmintain the engineering
plant and to attempt to correct a list that had developed; (3) in that he,

on or about 16 Decembor 1964, while sald vessel was at sen, failed to take
reagonable care to meintain watertight integrity of the S8 SMITH VOYAGER,
after a hole wag bumed between the steering engine room and the ghalt alleyy
thereby contributing to the sinking of the 55 SUTI VOYAGER; (4) in that he,
on 20 December 1964, while said vessel was at sca, feiled to take reagonable
care to maintain all ports snd weather deck doors properly secured, vhereby
contrituting to the sioking of the 55 SHITH VOYAGIR and ihe logs of life of
four orewoenbersy (5) in that he, on 17 December 1260, =sailed from the Port
of Houston, Texas, without tsking reasonable care to agoertain that the
necessary generators of the STH YOYAGER were in proper operating conditiong
() in that he, on 15 December 1964, failed to deternine and record the
frechoard end draft of the 55 SHITH VOYAGER upon sailing from Froeporhs

Crand Bahama Tslend, B.¥.I.3 (73 in that hey on 12 December 1964 zailed from
Houaton, Texas, with incorrect stability caloulations of the 335 SHITH VOYAGESR,
andid ineorrect stobility caleulatione resulting from his failure to include
oargo that was loaded in the upper 'tween deck of 41 holdy =nd (8) in thet

ha, on 9 December 1964, while the 58 SMITH VOYAGER was under way in the Houston
@nip Channel, maneuverwd that vessel in such a manner as %o cause it to ground
on the edge of the channol.

flthough there is evidence of A misynderstanding s to whether the pilot
ordered o olow shesd bell or a sidv gatern bell before the ship veered to
atarboard, the Master wes in the wheplhouse and ghould have detected

trouble in the of fing with a slow aatern bell while releasing the tvg. The
Muster had excused the nuartermastep and wag himself at the vheel, He wag in
the best poasiiion to detect improper ordera relating to the rudder position
and enrine speed or incorrect responses Lo thoge ordero.

7. That there is evidence of a violption of 4t USC 85 by submerging the
applicable loadline of the 33 3UTH YOEAGER in sea watex appro¥imately nine
inches at Freeport, Grand Bahama Ialgndy B.W.I.y on 15 December 196k, A
report of violation haa been prepared and submitted to the Commander, Third
Conat Cuard Distriot (m)s '

f. That there im evidenos of violations of 46 USC £58 by John F. Fitzslmmons,
Vice=president in Charge of Operations, Earl J. Smith & Company, Ceorge W.
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Macleod, Marine Superintendent, Farl J. Smith & Company, and Frederick We
Mchle, Master of the 53 SMITH VOTAGER, by being parties to sending the 53
auITH VOTAGER to ees in such an unseaworthy state that life of perconnel was
1ikely to be thereby endangered. The veszel waz sent to sea in an over=
loaded hogged condition, with the inboard gensrator and several pumpa
inoperative, with the evaporater eperating improparly, with insufficient
distilled water for the boilers, with too much cargo teo permit sufficlent
fual to be earried for the intended voyage without submerging the load=
1ine marks en route, with lesking air ports and weather deck doora, wth
grain fittings unable to withstand the force to which they were subjected
and without proper precautions being taken to insure that the covers to #b
deep tanks were secured in place. The instructicns issued by John F.
Fitzsimmons, Vice-President in Charge of Operations, in his latter to
Captain Mohle, dated 27 November 196k, that upon arrival at Vizagapatam

or Madras the vessel must be "on proper marks” wiTh no instructions regarding the

draft sailing from prior ports ie tantamount to suthorizing the cverloading
of the SMITH VOYACER on departure. :

9, That there is no evidence that any personnel of the Coast Quard or any
pther goveriment agency or any other pereon contributed to the casualty.

10, The testimony of [ IINNEEEEEE ».c.. to the effect that his 1ife-
jacket becams completely watersopked so that it weighed 25 pounds amd
immediately sank when ha removed it 1e unreliatle and of insufficlent
probative value to support a finding of Tact. Although three 1lifejacketa

of the 85 SMITH VOTAGER that were recovered were not protected by the

plastic covering and some of the lifejeckets bore the marking "SHITH CRUSADER™
instead of "SMITH VOYAGER®, the 1lifejackets were in gerviceable conditicna
Seme of the lifejackets evidently suffered damage and wear daring the
sbandonment and rescue operations when persons wearing them wera holsted frTom
the water by thelr lifejacketa. There waus & sufficient mmber of 1ifejacketa
on hc-:rﬂ the 85 SMITH VOTAGER and some of the crewmembers wore two life-
Juckata,

11. That the absance of complete, gﬂtn-tlp_ht fore zmd aft shifting boards,
or any requirement for them, throughoup the entire length of all hatches,
particularly in way of the hatch squares, contributed to the initial list by
allowing the carge of bulk winter wheat, which was not completely trimmed
and did net entirely 111 all spaces to the overhead, to shift to a greater
pxtent than would have been possible il the hatches had boen so fitted.

17. That thie casualty might have been prevented had the engineering plant
and the main engine been meintained in operation to keep the 53 SMITH VOTAGER
on a favorable course and speed amd to pump water, fuel, and ballast. The
one long rifg'of the general alerm bell evidently set in motion a chain of
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eventa which led to the engineering plant belng prematurely secured and the
vessel mbandoned. Mo efforts were made to run the main engime even after
+he nuts on the leaking joint had been tightenesd,

13, That the loas of 1ife of the lour crewmembers after being caught

betwaen the lifeboat and the ship during the rescus operaticn might have been
prevented if inflatable liferafts had been available and used lor abandon-
ing ship. Efferts to handle the lifeboat with three cars were unsuccessiul.
Lack of leadership prevented a reasonable atiempt %o manage the lifeboat.

14. That the rescus operations by the /5 MATHILDE BOLTEN were conducted
in an efficient and creditable manner with meny individual acts of herolsm
exhibited by the erewmembers who went down into the water to assist the
gurvivors aboard, At least five of the crewmembers of the MATHILDE BOLTEN
wore working on the net io sssist the gurvivors, Some of them went down
the net, held the heada of some of the gurvivors cut of the water, and
placed linea arcund scme of ithe pecupants of the lifeboat while the hoat
was gurging against the side of the ship.

15, That the reconmendations of Mr. WSS the Radio Officer, that the
radio operator's chalr ghould be fastened to the deck, that a stationary
signal 1ight in addition to the hand held signal light should be installed,
and that & copy of the noon position report should be transmitied to the
radic room for ready reference, have merit and should recelve furiher
congideration, In addition to the requirement that a copy of the nacn
position be furnished the radic room, it is considered that & requirement
thet the noon position be transmitted to some responsible peraon or Bgency
guch &8 the vessel's owner or the Coast Guard would be beneflcial to the
proper operation of ships and would promote safety of life and property at
Bed.,

= Reaommendationa =

1, That consideration be given to amending the grain cepgo regulationa
to require ope or more shifting boards sxtending the complete length of
pach hateh, ineluding the hateh square, when carrving grain cargo and te
require that access to dpaces gutaide the feedera be provided in order
that the feeders may be inapected after loading.

5. That consideration be glvem to an amendmeni of the appliecable regulatlona
to require watertight deora on the main weatherdecks on sea-going carge ships
in the future, in ldeu of the weathertight deors now allowed.

3. That consideration be given to & requirement that the radio operator's
chaira be pecured to the deck.

L
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L+ That conslderation be given to a requirement that the noon peosition of
ocean golng ships be transmitted to a responalble person or agency as
sugpested in conclusion number 15.

5. Thet further studies be made in regard to loadline marks to determine
the feaplbility of limiting the losding of a vessel by making both the
loadline marks end the dreft sppliceble.

6. That the informetion in this report be nmade the besia of further studiea
of the overlosding sltustion in major bunkering ports with a view to the
pogsgible prevention of overloading by expanding enforcement facilitles or
pdditional statutep or intermational sgreements.

7. That further investigation under the suepension and revocation
proceedinga be initisted in the case of Frederick W. Mehla, the Master
of the 535 SMITH VOYAGER, concerning his part in the casumlty.

#, That a copy of this report be referred to the U.5. Department of

Jugtice for action under 46 USC 658 againat John F. Fitzsimmene, Vica=

Presldent in Cherge of Uperstiona, Earl J. Smith & Company, George W.

Macleod, Marine Superintendent, Earl J. Smith & Company, and Frederick

W. Monle, Master of thes 53 SMITH VOTACER were parties to sending the 535 SMITH
VOYAGER to ses in such an unseaworthy t the life of peracnnel was
likely to be thereby endangered.

W. P, REA, III
CAFT, USCG
¥ember

F. E. STEWART
LCDR, USCG
Member and Hecorder






