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Via: Chief, Offies of Merchant Marize Safety - He
Subj: Marine Doerd of Investigations S5 SILVERFRAK, puaproon easmally %
: at Cartaret, low Jersey, oo 17 hugust, 1953 with loge of Mfe '

1. On17 sugust 1953 tho SS SIIVIRIEAK, & tanker of 10,448 g.t., wes dig-. O
" abwrging her earpge of gesoline at Carteret, Mew Jarsay. Due to tramsfer i

e pasking gpland ¢a, & bvavy volome of Tapors concentrated in' the g
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fs reccsmended that the Findings of Faet, Opinioss and
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(signed) P. A. Ovendem < . '“

P. A. OVEEDEX ASRAIT K ik
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FIHST ENDORSEMEIT ON MVI mecorenium of ¢ Jasuery 1954 M :

From: Chisf, Offios of lershant Marive Safety .- . . . o+ e %adl
To: Commandaet _ L Y

Forwarded, recommending approval.
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Vice Adwiral, U. 5. Coast Cusrd _ i T R




MARINE BOARD OF INVESTIGATION
Convensd on board
the SS SIIVERFEAK et Herfolk, Virglais
on 29 Angust, 1953

sasualty on board R
on 17 August, 1953 .

To inmuire into and iavestigate PARIDTO0R
_ the tanker 35 SILVERFEAK, at Carteret, Kew Jersay,
.with losa of lifw, .
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" After full ani mture deliberation, the bosrd fiads as follovs: _
| FINDINGS OF FACT . . = Vo

¥While discharging grade "B gasoline at Carterst, Few Jersey.on
17 August 1953 aboard the tank ship 55 SILVERFEAK a cesually occurred -
which resulted in the death by asphyxiation of the First Assistant Engloesr,
Hr. mw:.mm“mmmﬂﬂiutmutm&mu-utut'
Engineer, k._i‘hﬂhldhlnthﬁh asphgciated. '

On 29 Angust 1953 aboard the same tank ship, the 58 SILVERFEAE, which .
was then discharging & cargo of grade "B" gasoline at Bouth Forfolk, Virgioia
another similar casuslty coorred which resulted in the hospitalisation of
the Pumpman, JEEAEEEE ofter his baving been overcoms by fumes in

The circumstances surrounding both casualties were similar. On 17
Auguet 1953 at Certeret, New Jersey the packing failed on the No. 1 cargo
pump causing the pump glands to leak badly. Om 29 Avguat 1953 at South . -
Norfolk, Virginia, the packing failed on the No. 3 cargo pump, cansing that
pump's glands to lsak bedly. In both instances the mechanical exhanat
ventilating syatem in the after pumproom wes ineffective in removing the
gasoline fumss due to the fact that the mechanios) exhaust fan rotor waa
oparating in a reverss direction or backumrds. )

1. The vesssl involved was the 55 SILVERFEAK, official Ho. 245 497
modified type T-2 SEA-1 tank vessel; home port, Wilmington Delavare; gross
rons, 10,4485 built, 1944; hull, stesl; last inspected, 9 Jume 1953 at
Jackeonville, Florida. IShe was owned and operated hy the Hatiopal Bulk
Carrier's Ine., 600 Fifth Avemus, Réw York, N. X.

3. The weather was clear at the time of the casualty on 17 Aupust 1953;
however, it had besd raining practically all that day. The wind velooity ' '
was calm to light airs, Temperature, €3° F.

3, The vessel arrived at the Pan-Amsrican Oil Doock, Carteret, New .
Jersay, with a cargo of grade "B" gasoline consisting of 33,000 barrels of
Amoco unleaded gasoline and 103,000 barrels of Housebrand gasoline at about
1:45 p.m. of 17 Auguat 1953.

4. 0On commen dis tions at about 2:00 p.m., 17 Auguat
1353, Chief Officer was in charge, assistad by Chief Pumpman
and the watch on deeck consisting of Able Seaman [N




gL Thapm;un,-mumﬁfrﬂthlﬂwmlmn:ﬂm” CA A
" startiog and checking the discharging pumpa. . He wap excused becspse he  ~ . - -
had worked long hours just prhrhthmnﬂ.tuﬂﬂhunlhdiﬂg operation, -::-_;.:
ﬁﬂamtmmmm;mmﬂﬂﬂhthmlwmﬂhmmlﬂﬂ

6. At about 2:45 p.p. Chief Officer MM wect aft axd a the ';~
first sasistant englneer's quarters, in the presenee of the firat and
second asalstant englneers, requested that ome of the enginsers check - d
the cargo pumps before lesving the vessel that evenipg. The first assistant
enginesr, Mr. Blazejowics, was téking a beth at the time and the second i
asaistant engineer, I!-tr. _ was seated in the stateroom. N i

7. The second aaalltlnli engioeer, Mr. [ shortly befors 3;::::- gPET A
Psllsy in response to the Chisf Officer's request, dsscended into the AT
punproom and checked the pumpe. thundth-nuhrnmpump-tﬂhluﬂng'

and ceme up to notify Mr. Blaszejowics of the leaking pump. While attempt-

ing to locate Mr, Blazejowlos, he notified the chief ln.gimlr of the leaking.

pusn. |

: 8. The second assistant enginser, ¥r. HEN. again descended into

ths pumproom after 3:00 p.m., to attempt to tighten the suction side ' !

" ,packing gland of the mmber one pump. Ths inser, Mr. .

- followed the second assistant engineer, Mr. into the pusproom
and was followed in turn by the chief officer, Mr. o Foorodl wlogd

9. The chief officer and the chief engipesr came out of the pusproos
a little groggy becauss of the heavy concentratlon of gasoline fumea. The
second essistant, Mr. BB remained below in the pumproom. The chief - - - .
officer, Mr. upon reaching the main deck told the second mate, SRR
. I watch the engineers in the pumproom below. _ -

10. The second at approximately 3120 p.m,, saw the second
asslstant engloeer, Mr. pass out on the flocr plates in the
pUmproom. Thwrdmpuudhﬁtﬂfﬂﬂhmmm:mm

11. The chief engimser, the chief officer and the second mate wemt - )
down into the pumproom and attempted to carry out the unconscious Mr. | < :
B The attempt vas unsucoessful and the first assistant engineer,

Mr. Blazejowloz, assisted in lul-l'urihg the body of Mr. I to the loor ]
plates. It was at this time that the ca of Mr. Blasejowles 1n the e
pumproom first bscams known to the chisf engioser and the chief officer.- R




12. The chief engineer, thnhitfnﬂiurmﬂ!thtmmnﬂmhthﬂﬁ
climbed out of the pumproom. Th!nhtl.fabgimhﬂ.hlu}mdmtwhunha i
"gained the main deck. The second mate potified the master, Captain ; :
hat sbout 3:20 p.m. that Mr. was unconscious in the
pomproom and that -be, Mr. firat nssistant englooer - - ..
was elso in the pumprocm. Ths chisf officer, upon reaching the main deck,
ordered the franhairmlrigg&d;ﬂhnﬂ:mﬂuﬂtutﬂdmw
to get an ambulance and & firat ald outfit.

13. The first aseistant engineer, Mr, Blassjowics, when last sesn
alive wag well under the inflvenos of gas vapors or f"gassed up" and was -
attempting to get fresh alr under the draft cowl-type supply venmtilator.

1. ﬂa.ptlin- upon being notified of the casualty, departed
immediately for the pumproom. He dooned a fresh air breathing apparatus,
which wvas on hand when he arrived, descended into the pumproom and attached -
a leather rescue harpess to the second assistant engineer, Mr.
whom the master had found uncomsclious oo the ﬂmrph‘hing in
of the stripping pump.

15. This second attempt to get Mr. - out of the pumproom, uslng - -
for the firet time a block and d when the leather harness
8lipped on the sweaty body of Mr. and he was again lowered to the
floor plates. The captain again descerdsd into the pumproom and tightensd
the harness on the second aspistant sogineer and he was tkmnh&ulud cat on
deck at about 3:40 p.m.

16, Captaio . i- two trips into the pumproom to
asalst in getting the uncopnsclious Mr. out of the pumproom, did mot -
gee the firet asalstant engineer, Mr. Blasejowics, in the pumproom.

17. Emergency first aid treatment and axygen was glven to Mr. m -
by the Cartearet First Ald Company. He war later removed, still uncons ¥, ok

viclnlty

"to the Perth Asboy Memorial Hospital; Perth Amboy, Few Jersey. He regalned

conacicuaness at the Pepth Amboy Memorlal Hoapitel, Perth s Hew Jeraay,; '
and was removed on 20 Angust 1953 to the U. 5. Fublio Health oo Hospital,
Stapleton, Staten Island, Tew York. :

18. After the second ssmistant engineer had been rescusd, the master
waa told by the chief officer, Mr. Hanmum, that the first assistant imai.mnr,
Mr. Blazejowiecs, waa atill in tha lower pumproom.

19, The chief mate, Mr. then donned. the fresh air btreathing
apparatus, descended intu the and locsted the first assistant,
Mr. Blassjowlez, unconsoions and wedged batwsen the port sea suctlon and
th-hﬂkhnaﬂinnunhnmthﬂh Mr. I cculd not move him.

¥r. [ then went mdiuhlr hu.'l.'. on deck.

3




| vith oxygen: breathleg appiba

insd the removal of his body to the Flyan & Son Funeral Noms. By

'atmckadhf tha pumpmen,

puinp. He had & watchman posted in the vpper pumproom ag required by the =

&

mi:l. ._ 1 Eo J
. ratis, furnished by the, G Firwt Al T N
Compeny, thei went dowm into the purproom,’ gscured a lide arcund the . . . iy
firat apsisteny snglnesr, M. Blazejowlos, ard gulded the unccnpefous - . - .77
bady of ¥r. Blazojowles as 1t was holstisd u‘.l)ufr of the pumproom et abog¥ e
& paie : : jat e Wl

“31. The body of Mr, Blazejowloz was blue when removed from the' pumps (' EVE

room and be was immsdistely given oxygen by the Carteret Fitst Ald Com— . "0l -

. pady without success and was later pronounced dead by Ur. NN <7 .. -

Carteret, few Jersey. The courty coromer, Mr. [N <:=:
sboard, took poscession of ¥r. Elazejowica's personmal effecis and autbor-

22, Semetime between 17 ﬁ-ﬂ.ﬁli:ﬂt- 1953 and 29 August 1953 ibs master = - . '."';':'
ipaned instructions to the crew st a crew meeting with regerd to zafaby - = .wii0f

requiramerts in the pUSproon. e

23, On 29 Auguet 1953 the 33 SILVERFEAK was dlacharging n eargo of - L
grode "B" gasoline at the Amsrican 01l Company Terminal at Souti Morfollk, . = =
Virginia, e . : i i %

24, The numbsr three o was started at sbout & a.m.-and when L

) “ at 10330 a.m., wae found to e - - - L0
lealkcing gusoline quite badly. The pumpman mads several trips down inte:
the ofter pumproom attempting to’ tighten the packing on the mumber thres "

Esgter ‘s recent verbal directions but wes not wearing a harness and safety ... o ¢
lime so directod by the master. : g

i b .
25. BN sble ssaman, wes stending by tbe upper pert of 7 '
the after pumproom keepiog & ohack on the pumpman. He was unable to sse . ' o8
ér hear the pumomen moving sbout for a peried of five mimtes acd-notified | -t :

tho paster. Caplaln went ipssdistely to the pumprecn apd dis— - .. o7

reravding his own safety insiructions descended into the pusproom where ha it
fourd the pumpsan, unconsclons on the floor plates. . He slsesda . b ' ool
belt on the pumpman and then, assisted by Able Seaman eibompted .. v LA
to baul the pumpman, WS, out of the pumpreom: The a % fatled aed | -o00 DL
the pompmen 8lipped into the bilges. The chlef officer, Mr. L
pus on 8 {resh sir mask and attempted unsuccesafully to dislodge tha pap= - T
ran.  The chief officer came back oo deck and Captain NN rut oo - .-oon 5
the braatking spparatus and went into. the pumproom and managed to free the’ 477 4
pumpran, who wes then heuled ‘out on deck. The pumpman regained condelotM—-. [oEoin
ness prior to being taken by ambulancs to the U.3.P.H.S. Hespital, 'Borfolk,.. %
Virpinia. : e T 1
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R A 'rummﬁmuwuhmuuhm;i.
from the pumprecs on 17 August 1953 ues ::t -the U, 8.
lnnlrldnhmtthllamn!mlmﬂtwt'

ﬁmmﬂmmﬂmmwm nihl'h‘lrlpﬂﬂltrlp-
lar intarwals.

7. !hlmlhﬂttdﬂthtwumﬂhﬂ onil~type
ventilators and a woohapioal exhaust wentilatisn system taking
through ducts ondar the pomproom gratisgs and discharging through a mumh-
room venthasd about thirty fest abowe the main deck. The pasproos wentl-
1ation system design meats the requirements of the tank vessal regulations.

28. mm“mmmm,ﬂmmmt
motor was rotating the squirrel oage blades in the wrong dire
ﬁmhmummmtumdumnmy

29. Tvo alr blowers, vith canvas shutes, were nsed - .
abocard the 83 SILVEHFRAX on separats ocooasions during the month of
August 1953, - These blowers vers used to supply alr to the pumproom ; !
the atmcsphere in the pusproom ves sxcsssively gassous. ' R

30. Tbe firet oocasion during which the portabls blovers
wvas on 5 Abgust 1953 at Phlladelphia, Pa. vhen the on
two -cargo pusp falled causing o bad gasolins lsak in the pomprroom.

31. The second occasion was at Certeret, N. J. on 19 August 1953,
when the packing on the muxber one pump failed and resultsd in a large

_pmnmlminthm.

32. The third ocossion was at South Nerfolk, Virginia on 29 Aogust
1953 when the packing on the pusber three cargo pump falled.

33. The pusproom was fitted with a wertical ladder on the starboard
gide and a seriss of inclined ladders oo the port sida. Both ladders
extended from the pumproom flocr plates to the main deck lawel.

3. ‘I‘htmrmmhninlnhmﬂhlnmmnhﬂludthhhm i
motor are located in the engime room. The blower motor drives the fao A
rotor by means of a shaft extsnding inte the pumproom.

. 35, During the course of the investigation the OCHI, Barfolk,
laid the following requirements against the SILVERFEAK: :




L mmnhh eriﬁ-i
- 5§ m"mhhme&Mh

drive shafts. ﬁpﬂ‘mmm.iﬂgﬂm
h“’“ - ."'\..

3. ' mmmw“—dﬂ.m
wlw » W,

_ 4. l-nmtﬂmhnﬂm

5. mmwmwm-ln
b. lMMﬂhﬁhhhhmhmﬂﬂu
in Charge, Marios Ipspection, .ﬂ:ﬂﬂnhl‘hﬂpﬂrﬁl‘
loading. : _

7, TUpon arrival in first U. 8, port the Offiewr in is to be
mﬂﬂdmulmld-nmhdmhhh .

8. l“ﬁhﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬁf‘l‘_ﬁﬂl‘h’lﬂm hhh-ﬂlm
affectiveniss..

36. Witoesses interviewed:
m_m.ﬂm' : | o TR
I Cbief Engisser, 35 l:m | ey i
_wuh.um N A
F Part Caphain, mmmum

_n..-uu:-:h—n, 88 BTIVERFRA
IS ible Seasan, 58 SILYERIRAX




wTe ouitable padking which is available.

6. There was no physical or design failure of ang ssterial or
equipmest other than the cargs pump padking. £

7. The failure of the mchenio] exhenet waotilstion sywien to. Fr B
sxhuwt the gasecus atmosphere of the poaprocs was nod a design or s erh
mterial falluwe but vas csased by improper servicing of the salsotrdis -
motar driving the exhaust fan rotor. This improper servialng rTesulted u RS
in repirse operntion of the fan rotor. ' ; e v

8. nﬂiliﬂ.l.ﬁu-t'ﬂﬂw‘mﬂrm“—
tus was satisfaciory for the purpose lotended. : b

imattention to duty or willful viclation of the ﬂmi el e ,fr
on the part of involwed in the cammlty. .The aptisn of the PO Ty

; .
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