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Marine Board of Investlpation; motor topm SHAST Th :Hﬂ tow -
th 28 1 471 (AMOERTACK), collision, Sacrapento Fiwar,
5 Apgast 1954 with loas *:.~J. li“&

L, Purspant to the uvrovisions of Title A6 C.7.H, Parbd 138, the record -

+oft Ghe Raring Donmd of Sowsstipation convenad % investipste spoject

casualty, topsther with 133 T Fipdinga af’ Fach, Gonglusions, gnd I"uacr_'um-
B!“Lﬁtiﬂ‘ht haa bevn reviewed,

2. During dorkness on 1:.'“:: gvening of § Agpust 1945, tho motor Sup SHLSTA
of 52 g.t. uns pushing & rogk-loden barpe upatream from Sscrapents on the

- Buerarento ‘iivm, und bhe 2E~foot pledomre motorboot 28 0 471 (ASBERJACK)

with six persons on Leavd was Doynd dowhetrean i the seme vicinity. The

’ vif'1“r.ri111.v was alear and the westhor I‘iue The raokeladon berge belng

yuai'u:—d.'l.::.r f._til_a' 5574 23 nob earvy or exhibit the required port and atars
board navigatfon liphts at toe hesd of the barpe bub gid in ldieu thereof
sarry.a stronp white light fitted on the forvspd starbosrs bow, which wes
in wse 1llomirating the river hank az an &ld to the tug's pavigation, Ths
downboond H/B 28 1l 471 (A-BERIACK) siphted this - strong white light, which
wag blinding ard obseured the navis qtinn 1ighta 4 the tug, and alt!:u;:ugh
anchle to ddentify the light, tho AMRRARTACK altered coursg aliphtly to
Btarboard t4 paas the light ta powrt. Uines the port bow of the barge wnd
nok. ax!'ihitinrf ’-:.hn reru!.rﬂ-:_ port nevigetion 1ipht nor was otherwise 1llum-
inptad, the LTERTAE tea . umeble to fdentily the tug or borge dnd cn-llidad
witi the. Lmlmhte;l part forustd sornes of the berpe, rolled over, anl ro-’
paiped in o m;.-ﬂwed prsition., &5 A Lcnuﬁf of thia ecasualiy, bwo PEFEDRS
dn board Lhe I.ﬂ-l 25 471 (AEEBJACK)} Jost their lives, ona a wcl:mn of Il
pears and the other o ohild [ lresrc. 2% he tire did dhe Easter of ks
SHASTA plve any werning %o the MTEESLCE by whisfle sigmal op nioervise,

3. Toe Findings af Yaet, ﬂ-:'mrzlushm, and Recommendations of the Marles -
moard af Inw sbigation. u:--m}md o dpvestirate subject sasualty are
ApLreTEd . = .

J, A, AIPECTELD
fear Admirsl, U, 5, Toast Guard
scting Cozmmanfant
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REPCRT
of a
BOARD OF IMVESTICATION
Conveped at

Appraiseras Bullding, 630 Sapscme Street
San Frn.nuium: Cald fornia

By order of
The Commandant, U. 3. Coast Guard

To inguire into a collision between the tug SHASTA and barge,
with the Motorbost AMBERJACK on the Sacramento River, Californls
S August 19543 with loss of 1life




- FIKDING OF FACT -

i On 5 August 1954, at approximately 2140 hours, Facific Daylight
Time, a collislon cccurred in the Smcramento Hiver, morth of the elty .of
Sacramento and about 200 yards upstream of the Chino Yacht Harbor, between
the pleasure crai't AMBERJACK and a rock-laden barge being pushed by the
tug SHASTA. The collislon resulted in the capsizinog of the m.mﬁ
Wwith & loss of two persons on the AMEERJACK, namely:

(1) lane, ago Ji
Sacraments, Californis

age [l

(2} Miss

Saeramento, Californis

The remaining members of the party escaped with pinor injuries axeept Mrs.
who was hospitalized for immersion end observation.

2. The pleasure craft AMOERJACK is s 28" raised deck crulser of wood

construetion bullt in 1948; rad a 95 H.P. pasoline inboard engine;
and is owned by Morth Sscramanta,

California. The AMEERJACK is an uninspected motorboat, but held g walid

U. 5. Coast Goard Auxilisry imspection deecal, and certificate of award of
numbar 28 H 471 ispued by the U. 5. Coast Guard.

3. The tug SHASTA, officlal number 234267, was constructed of stesl

in 1935, is 60.9 feet in length; powered by a dlesel engine and admeasures
52 grose tons. It 18 owned by the River Lines, Ine., PFler 3, San Francisco
11; Californis. This vessel ls a shallow dralt river tow boat. .

& Barge No. 4 is undocumented and is approximately 135" long and 32°
wide and which at the time was loaded with about 500 tons of rock, was being
puched by the tug SHASTA. This barpge is owned by the Basalt Fock Compang,
Inc., Sixth and Berry Strest, San Franclsco, Celiforpie, and ia not subject
to Coast Goard inapection.

5. At the time of the casualty, visibility was pood; weathsr clear
and fine with no wipd snd s quarter moon. The tidal effects were such that
the river was ebbing at between 1 and 2 koots.

6. The tug SHASTA in coemand of William S, Fatrick, [N
B cst Secramento, California, carried a crew of two, in addition to
the Master; a Pilot-Second in commapd and & Deck Hand., Captaln Fatrick
held an expired Motorbost Cperator's Licanse.




Findings of Faot (Contimued;

7. The AMEERJACK, in addition to the ——— |
Minhesinesmmy: Forth Secrmmento, Celifornia, bad on board the
following guests:

a. ¥rs. vife of owner, (peme address).

b. Sacremento, Celifornia.

¢. Mrs. Bertha lane, wife of NI, (sams addiress).

4. [N, Seoramonto, Californda.

a. Miss Carolyn Werry, NN Secramento, California.

8. At approximetely 2100 hours on 5 August 1954, the SHASTA took
Berge Wo. 4 in tow from Front and "F* Strests, Sacramento for
Tiedale Wier, upsiream on the Sacramsnto River. The Eﬂnﬂ'i'l was pushing

the loaded barge vhich was made fast to tha tug by means of wire havsers
leading from the port and starboard quarters of the barge to the quarters
of the tug. Frior to departure from the loading pler, white electric
lighte of approximately 180 degree arc wers set on the forward port and
atarboard cornora of the barge. Dus to alsotrical difficultiss, the port
white light eould not be kept lighted and wan disconmected from the power
gsourse on the tug. The starboard white light wss trained to about 3
points on the starboard bow of the barge to facilitate navigation on the
river by illuminating the river benk. The required red and green running
lighte were not set out inaemoch s such lighta were not avallabls as
equipment on the barge. The operator of the tug wam soquainted with the
feot that red and green lights vere required on this barge in tow. Tha
lights on the tug were ag required.

9. On making up the tow and easting off, the tug proceeded up river
staying from 30' to 60' off the east bank on its starboard hand at sbout
four milea por hour over the bottom., At approximately 2135 the lighta
of the AMBERJACK were obesrwed slightly to the starboard of the center-
1ine of the tow from T00 to B0O yerds upetream. The course and speed of
the tow remmined the seme, subject to minor course veriations as diotated
by the river bank contour. The course of the AMBERJACE appeared to be
such that 1t would pase clear of the port side of the tow. The lighta
of tha AMBERJACK wers under continucus cbaervation from the time first
observed until the eollisiocn, approximetely four minutes later. At no
time did the tug SHASTA meke emy attempt to indicate to the AMEERJACK
that & dangerous condition existed, mer were any vhistle signels exchangsd.
The eaurse of the AMBERJACK remained steady until a few secopds prior
‘%o the collision when she veered sharply to ber starboard, tut the change
of course wes too late to avold oolliding portside to port forvard corper
of the barge. i

10, The AMEFRJACK was returning to her berth down river at about four
miles per hour over the bottom after an svening excursion. The light

that subsequently turped out to be om the barge being pushed by the tug
SHASTA wap obssrved from three to four minutes prior to the collision.

Tae to the btrilliance of the white light mounted on the starboard corner
of the barge, neither the barge or the tow boat with its running lights
acmld ba ssen, An attempt to see beyond the light was mede with the ald
of a five-cell flashlight, but was of no avail, Dus to confusion on the
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Findings of Fact (Centinusd)

part of the owner and the eperator, as to the origin of the white light,
no attempt at svasive action was taken at firet sighting other then a
slight course change to bring tho AMEERJACE more toward the cepter of
the river as reluted to the east hank, The oconditions as set up remained
the same until a few saconds prior to the eollislon when the rudder ume
pat hard right,

11, The AMBERJACK on striking the port forwsrd corner of the barge
rolled over ard remained in a eapsized position. In the of the
AMBERJACK wore ths cumer and his wife, wm&nﬁ

and acd [ 1o the cpen cockpl vere Mra.

B [ahe and Miss Carolyn Werry. The bodies of the ococupanta of

open cock pit were recavared from the river at a later date. The ooccupants
of the cabin either sxtricated themselwas by btreaking the windows and

awirming out or were removad from the eabin through the windova by a
rescue party from the pearby Chino Yasht Harbor. :

12. The tug SHASTA extended aid by throwing life rings in the arsa
vhere the boat was and called for belp by sigballing with har whistls.
Current conditions mods it impracticable as well a2 unsafe for the barge
to ba ceat looss. _

13. The tug SHASTA and Barge Yo. 4 were pot damaged. The motorboat
AMMERJACK was holed ard frames frachured on port side except at the
extroms ends. '

(Conclusions and Recommendations next page)




- GIRCLUSICHS -

1i. The principsl canses contributing to the eollision between. the
rock Barge No. J (being pushed by the tug SHASTA) and the motorboat
AMBERJACK, with the resulting loas of life, were:

{1} The visibility of those on board the AMBERJACK was
lirited by & blinding vhite [lood light located on
the starbtoard bow of the barge to soch a degres that
they could not see the mavigation lights on the tug
nor the ocatline of the rock barge.

{2) The person or persons operating the AMAERJACK could
not correctly identify the location of the white
flood light and 4id not know if it was on shore
or op a river eraft.

15, The failure of Captaln Willlam S, Patrick, Master of the tug SHASTA

to exhibit the required port and starboard navigation lights at the bead

of the barge he was pushing} bis use of an unanthorized strong blinding

white light located on the starbosrd bow of the barge, and his faflure to
give a warning eignal of approaching danger, constitutes negligence on the
part of the Maater and & violation of Title 33, CFR - sectlons 20116 £,

80,16 g, B0.34, 80.36 and 33 USC - 221 of the Filot Rules. Thia also
constitutens evidence of eriminal 1iability within the meaning of 46 USC 526 L
and m, and J8 USC 1115. - :

16, The failure and neglect of the Basalt ook Cowpany Ine., cwnars of

Wo, 4 to provide and equip barge with the required port and starboard
navigation lights constitutes evidence of criminal 1iabilliy under the
provisions of Title 18 USC - 1115. The responsible Corporate Officera of
the Basalt Rock Company, Ine., are:

Preaident, Hapa, California
Vice Pres., Vallajo, California
Sec, Tres., s Hepa, California

17. There is no evidence af'faﬂura of equipment concerning steering or
propulaion on either tug SHASTA or the motorboat AMEERJACK.

18, Mo personnel of the Coast Cuard or sny Government sgency contributed
to the casualty. HRescue operations were carried onm, greatly alded by the
leadership of ¥r. Gordon Hodgkinson, Commander, Flotilla 32, Coast COoard
Auxiliary, Sacramento, Califernia.

19, Aids to Bavigation were not involved and had no bearing on the
casualty.

20. Captain Fatrick, Master of the tug SHASTA was not operating under
the euthority of a license at the time of the eclllslon nor was any licensa
required for a towing vessel of this type.




= HECOMMENDATIONS -

2l. It is recommended that action be taken against Captain Petrick,

Master of the tug SHASTA imposing the penalty under the provisiops of

ii;;hn 158, Title 33, U. 3. Code for violation of the aforenentioned
t Rules.

22. It is further recormended that the record of inveatigetion of this
casualty be refarred to the U, 8. Attormey General as required by the pro-
visions of 46 CFR 136.23-1 for inveatigation by and prosecution through the
U. 5. District Attormey having jurisdiction under the provisions of the
Criminel Coda,

23  The civil penalties may not be invoked ageinet the tug SHASTA and
owners or Barge No, 4 and owners for violation of the Pilot Rules, amnd
such actlon, therefore, is not recormended.

24. It is further recormended that all actlon for the assessment and
eollectlon of civil monetary penaltles arieing out of the wiolation of
the Pllot Rules involved in subject casualty be held in abeyance pending
actlon by the U. 5. Attorney Ceneral and further instructions by the
Comrandant ., ’

25, All possible motlon has been taken by this Board of Investipation,
and it 1s recommended thet this file be elosed.

LEONARD C, WALER
Commander, U. 5, Coast Cuard
Cha irmer

Liesutenant, U, 5, Coast Guard
Morbar

Lieutenant, U. 5. Cosst Guard
Vember end Hecorder
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