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Marine Board of Investigation) collision invelviag F/V SANTA NMARIL

and DSN LAT en 10 Mareh 1955, Puged Sewnd, Weshingbea, with
losa of life g

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title b C.F.R, Part 13, the record
o® the Marine Board of Investication covensd to investigats subject
cwsualty, together with its Pindinga of Fact, Gﬂnﬂl‘ﬂ_.ﬂ.m, and Escom-
mendations, has been Teviewed.

?. During early evening on ¥ March 1y the moter fishing vessel SANTA
“atlk, of By gets, bullt of wood in 13248, with & cemrge of approximately
25,700 pounds of fish on board, was inbound from Neah Bay to Seattls with
the F/V KRISTINE follow!ng closs astern. At 0X5 when off Point Ne Point
the KRISTINE changed course toward bverett and the JANTA MARLL eontirmed
toward Seattle, At this time the SANTL AAnId's spesd vas reduced %o
thres-guarters and approximatsly ene-balf hour later the spedd was Iwrther
reduced to ona-half, four to four and one-half imots., This speed reduc-
tion was dus to head winds from the southeast of 20 to L0 mph and
aeas, The visibijity was fair. The master was on the bridge in
of navigation and the required navigation lights wers buraing
At spproximataly 0420 the port bow of the U, &, Navy LBT 300 strusk
port side of the BANTA MARIA in a position abewt 3000 yards off
Welis Light. The SANTA MAHTA sank immedistely and af the four srew mam-
bers mboard, shres wers apparsatly sotrapped in the wreckags and perished.
The SANTA HARIA made no course or spesd alterations prior to the collision
and no whistle signals wers axchanged betwegn the eelliding wessels.

Eséii

3. The repert of the Board is filed without actiocn being takss inasswch

llmmmmmﬁ“hmmmﬂﬂIMﬁﬂ
Govermment witmessed.




After full and ms ture deliberation the Board Flnds as Follows:

FIRININGS OF FACT

1. 4% spproximstely 0L20, FST, on 10 March 1955 the Fishing Vassel SuMTa
YeRIG and the U, 5. Yavy LST 306 eollided im Pupet Sound, @pproximately 1,000
yards abeam of Point Wells Light, washington, with suhsequent loss of the
SENT. MARIA znd less of life of several erewmembers ahoard bhe same,
2. The vessels invalved ars:

&, F/V SiNT4 WIRIA, O77icial We, 237480, an jimerican uninspected fizhing
vessel, Bl gross tons, 57 net tons, 70,01 x 19 L' x B.T71, huilt of wood in
1928, powered hy 189 horsepower diesel, heme part Tacoma, Weshingten, The

vessel was owned and opersted at the time of the casualty hy I
_ Tacoma, dashingten and |G
_, Tacoma, Washinpton,

b, US55 LET 306, & purlic wessel of the United States, upproximately
BT x 50,0 x 1.3, annroximate displocement 4,050 tons when fully loadad,
cperated by the United States Nawy,
s The weather comditions prevailing at the time wore: overcast, ococasional
lisht rain; wind southesst, 20 to 40D miles per hour; choppy sea and fair vis-
inility,
k. On % Mareh 1955, the SANTA MARIA, loaded with a carge of aporoximstely
tventy five thousand peunds of figh, while inhound throuvh the Strait of
Juan de Fuca from the vieinity of Neah Bay, towsrd Seattle, Washington,
pagsed close ahoard the F/Y KRITTINT st Slip Point at shout 17L0, PST,  The

SRLETING agssumed a position zhout one te Lvo miles gstarn of t+he 3s9TL YARTA
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&nd comeenced followine her in throogh the Strsit, st 2%0%, PET, on 10 March
1955, the KRISTINT was aheam of Peint ¥o Peint and parted compeny, proceeding
toward Fwerctt, The SiNTA MARIA econtinued toward Seatile, Washingtons Prior
to passine Point Ho Point the S.NTA MIRLA was proceeding at nsrmal Tull speed,
a~proximately 5.75 knots: &t Point He Peint speed was reduced to 3/, approx-
imately & to 7.5 knots: approximately one-hall hour later speed was redused
to 1/2, approximately bL.0 to 4.5 kmots, OSpeeds were reduced bacauss Lhe veb-
sel was heading inte the wind and seas, The required renning lights, 20
point white masthead light, 32 point whi%le range light, 19 point red snd
areen side lights, were disclayed on the SeNT. MARIA prier te and at the time
of the cellision,

5§, Prior to and st the time of ecllisien the S.NTA MARIA wes being comnad hy
vr. R =515t ov Mr. I  Gtccring wes heing cone
trolled hy means of an ewtomatic steering device known as the Metal Marine
Pilot, mennfactured v ke, [ oo, doshing-
ten, In order for = chanse of course to be made it would have been neces-
sary to disenrace a clubeh devies, and such change would have heen known to
persons ahoard bec:uss of the chérscte-istic change of sound of the stesring
devince, Mo chance of course or speed was noticed nor ware &ny whistle sig-
nals heard by Mr. | KGR . o incer of the SARTA MRIs, during
the fifteen minutes hefare the collision, The SaNTa MAREIA was struck on the
port side hy the LST 306, Immediately following the collision mest of the

hull and house of the 3ANTA MaRIA sank, Crewmermbers GGG

-an-'] Sigurd &, Hoviznd were trapned in the wreckaze by the imsact,
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Hr. _, managed to extricate himsell frem the sinkinz cakin,

put on a 1life presarver, lash himself to & 1life raft and was recovered Trom
the sea hy crewmamhers of the IS8T D8 spproximetely twenty minmtes later,

B, Mr, -as hoaaitellzed =t Breperton Mewval Hespitsl as a result of
injuries sustsined =nd was unable to sppear at the Marine Beerd of Investi-
zation until 1l Anril 1955, The "edw of Mr, Sisurd &, Hovland was pecovered
wy U, 3, Cosst Cuerd vessel, The bhodies of Mr. (N =~ .
-have not heen recovered to date nor has any person reportsd having
sean either man since the eollision “etween the LST 06 and the SiNTA MARIA,

other than the few moments thst _J saw My, _ Lh

the pilot howse while the vessel was sinkinz,
7. Me. [ 1=t orticer of the tug MILW.UKRE, and Mr. [
B, Moster of the F/V KRISTINE, who were culled as witnesses, estahlished
an approximate pesition of the F/V SiMIT4 MARIA shortly hefore the e-1lision,
8. Information concerning the movemants of the LST I06 an' the actions af
the person or parsons in charse o the L3T 396 prior to the collision with
the S8MThH MAETL was not availakle to the Board,
2, After the gollision, the LET 06 and the 155 SPHINX stoed By and assisted
in search and rescue ocperations,
10, “he estimated loss of the S.NTR MARIA is: to vessel, L[60,000,07: toecarzo,
in ewxcess of &-j—}l-]ﬂmtﬂ, The extent o damaze, if any. to the L3T 05 was not
avallskle to the Bosrd.

CRICTINSIOS

11. Fased upon the aforemontionsd facts it 1s concluded that:

134




d. On 10 Mareh 1955, at ghovt W20, PET, the IST 30 znd the Fishing
Vessel S.MTE MARIA were invelved in a collision in Puget Seund, wppreoximztely
3,000 yards from Point Wells Licht, whichmesulted in the sinkine ond come-
plete loss of the SAMTA MARTA,

B, dust nrior to and at the time of the ecellision the SaMTL MuRIA was oro=
ceeding towerd Seattle, Washington, at helf speed, acproximately four knots,
beins conned hy Mr, - Lhe wessel's Master, steering heing con-
trolled by means of an awtomstic steeriny deviee (¥etal Marine Pilot), re-
guired lizhis displayed and no whistle signels were sounded hy the 5.MT. MARTA,

€. The movements of the LS3T 306 =nd any sctlons by the person in charge
of the LST 206 cannot he determined heceuse the testimony o7 ¥avel witnesses
iz not svailakls to the Yoard,

d. The exact movemsnts of the 5:4T. MiRIA and any actions hy the ves-
gells Master cunnot he determined “eceuse the enly survi inc mepber of the
eraew Wwas Mr, _.1 wh» was in the crew's quarters, below,
nriocr Lte ond at the Lime o the csasusTty.

&, The canse o7 the eollision cannot He determined hecsuse thers 13 not
gnf igient evidence available from which to make such s determinetion,

o Mr. IR . o= hospitalized hecause of injuries sus=

teined as a result of the colli=ion,

g The followint memed memvers of the crev, |

and Sigurd G, Hovlind, lost their lives as a2 result of 1he collision,
h, The estimatad wulue of loss of the weszel 3:ETA “WHIA is E‘-E{':l,'_\",‘.{:u:l{‘:llr

and the astimated velue of loss of the carse of fish is in execess of $5,000.
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i. The extent of damage, if any, to the LT 104 rannot ke ascertained by
the Board,

RECOMMENNATIONS

12, It iz therafore recommended that:

2, The testimonw of .5 . Hewal witnesses be made availabhle to the
Marine Soar? of Imvestisstion 17 = reascnahle determination of the ceunse of
the collision iz to v mede,

b, If recossendation {a), ahove, is neot required, it is recommende

that this case be closed an! no Turther actien be taken,

L. T. JOIS
Captain, 0.5.C.G., Chairmen

W, 0. TIGTER
Commander, 7.2.0.G,, Mamber

Lieutenant, U.5,0.G,, Memher
and Hecorder

The Board then, at 10:15 a.m., 2% June 1955, adjomrned to await
the achisn o the convenlno awthority,

L. T, JOTS
Captain, U.5.0,0,, Chairmen

Lisut -nant, L= Aeoorder

"1
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