UNTTED STATES COAST GUARD
Washington, D. G,

Y DEC 1954
(REDSTART - o=} D)

Conmmuviant 's m

¥erine Board of Inveatigstion; ¥/¥V REDSTART, foundering off
Hantueket 1sland in vicinity of Davis South Shoal during
Heericsoe *“Carol®, 1954 with looz of life

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the recomd
of the Marine Boaxd of Investigation convenad to investigats subject
eastalty, togetber with ite Findings of Fact, Opinions, and Recosmenda-
ticns, bas been reviswed. '

. The motor fishing vessel REDSTARY, of 99 g.t., tuilt in 1936 of wood
oconstruction, on 25 Angust 195, departed from Fairhaven, Massachnsetits,
hing grounds on Georges Banks with eleven erev membsrs on

the spproach of Hurricans "Caerol®, a mmber of fishing vessels,
the REDSTART, departad from ths fishing grounds for port, At
1954 the REDSTART srd othor fishing vessols hove %o amd on
burricene with tremendous seas overtook the fishing veassels.
last seen lying to, 45 miles SSE from No Men's land
spparent trouble, Due to the foroe of the hurricens, pro-
wvas required for safe vossol control purpoces. Apperently
power of the REDSTART failed and the vessel somsiime after
Avgust 1955 struck Davis South Shoal snd broke up before any boats
eould be lsunched, ant sll persons on boerd perished. A prompt
ssarch for the vessel or any survivors therefrem was insti-
information was received that the vessel was overdus. This
until it vas positively ascertainsd that the vezsel was
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3. The recomwendations of the Board with respect to the reporting of
fishing vessel positions o a central source end the marking of life~
saving equipment on fishing vessels are desirable. Compliance with such
requiremsnts, however, would have to be on & voluntary besis. Aecordingly
the Distriot Commarder should teke every action for the effectuation of
the recosmmendations to the extent possible.
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4. The Findings of Fact,EOpinions, anxd Recommendations of the Marine
Board of Investigation convened to investlgate subject casualiy are

approved,
| (s1gnea) (NN

J. A, HIRSHFIELD
Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Acting Commandant
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After full and mturo eemideration the board mde .the tollowin;
ﬁ.ndinga: : :

1. Tbet tht ﬁ.lhlag vessal REDSTAR‘I‘ Official NO. 233 37, of
99 gross tons, 67 net tons, length 85.6 feet, width 20.5 feet and
depth 9.7 feet, wvas built in 1936, of wood, at Essex, huaolmaattz.

3. That on 25 August the FV REDSTART departed Fairhwan, Massa-

chaetts, for a fishing trip on Gaorgea Banks, with eleven ln the
oMV, nml.vs-

t.h. REDSTART had loﬁ. the Fj.shing Grounds, bound to port
m with other vessels and was contacted by several vessels during
the. pussage in, There wes volce radio conversation with FV MAKY D'EON st
0§00, 31 August, 1954, on same date, to the. affoct that 8eas were coming
*avery which way® and she eould not run, -

5. ~ That the FV. AMELIA contacted FV REDSTART at 10:30 A. H.. 31
August, 1954 and from the conversation it was determined that FV REDSTART
atopped on; account pf-heavy 8éas, twenty-eipght miles SW 2 W from Davis
Shoal Can Buoy, at this time. FV AMELIA stopped five minutes later, to
remein in ocompany with FV REDSTART, his Loran being out. FV AMELIA had
to jog.onaemuntof!wavyamandheardmmre&omthaﬂmbsmr
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8. That on 31 Auguet, 1954 at 11:00 A, M., the FV REDSTARTY
was soen by the FV EUNICE & LILIAN, laying to, forty-five miles
of No Man's land Island, appsrently in no trouble., There
vas no oommmpiocation between them, This appears to be the last
tiwe the FV REDSTART was seen by anyons or heard from.

. ThAt a horricans was encountered on 31 August, 1954 and that
severel vessels wers caught at sea, most of them, through good

and equipment, were able io weather the storm, none
besing abls to proceed in untll the storm abated.
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8. That at 10110 A. M., on 2 September, 1954 a repart was '
received in Rescue Coordination Center, First Coast Guard District,
that FV REDSTART was overdue at New Bedford. A Coast Guard UF 1 G

- airplans deperted Quonset Point for search of area whers vesssl

wvas last yeported. Search was supplemented by a P B M'5 G alrplane
and wreckage observed in vicinity of Davis South Shoal Buoy at
4330 P, M. 0G 83503 later recovered wreckage which was positively
{dentified by owner as that of the REDSTART. :

9. A Ailigent search of the area was carried on for several
days after the hurricane, with negative results in so far as
Joonting survivors was concerned.

10. The ¥V REDSTART had undergone corsiderable repair of recent
date and was considersd to be in good condition and properly manned.

11, That the supporting evidence of these facts is affixed fto this
report in the form of sworn testimony, operations report and bills
for repairs to the vessel, all listed as exhibits.

12. Sometime after 11:00 A. M., 31 Angust, 1954 the FV REDSTART
foundered and broke up in the vicinity of Davis South Sheal.

13. Thet the bodies of the members of the crew have not been
recovered. '
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The Board sxpreased the following OPINIONSt

1.  That the FV REDSTART was in a seaworthy condition when she
departed on 25 August, 195;. ' '

2.  That vessel had warning of the approach of hurricane "Carol®
and wes promd.tng to port. ,

3. That the storm overtook the vessel in the vieinity of Davis

4. . That vessel may have suffored motor trouble and without
power was umbls to mansuver out of dangerous waters.

5. That wind and sea forced vessel onto Davis South Shoal.

6.  That condition of wreckage observed by the board indicated
the vessel troke up, .

7. That the vessel struck the shoal before the boats or floats

oould be launched.

8. = That irrespective of notice of accident, nothing could have
been done to rescus the crew, due to intensity of the storm.

9.  That the entire crew can be presumsd dead.

10. That a prompt and diligent search for the vessel and crew
was instituted when information was received that the vessel wuas
overdus, and continued until it was positively ascertained that
the vessel was lost, :

1l. That the 'hsﬁre of the saveral fishing vessels were made
aware of the approach of hwrricane "Carol"; however, they wers not
sufficisntly informed of the speed and courae of the storm.

12, That o.ithcu‘l_:_ responsible persons failed to promptly report
that the FV REDSTART was overdus, it had no bearing on the outcoms
or possible rescue of the vessel or crew.

13. That the date of foundering was 31 August, 1954, sometime
after 11:00 A, M., in the vicinity of Davis South Shoal.

14. That on 31 August, 1954 records show that a hurricane vas
in the ares and tremendoue sess were encounterod by other fishing
vessels, in company with the Fv REDSTART, none of which eould have
survived had they lost their power, as stated by the Mastera.




The Hoerd made the .tollou:lng Recommerdations:

1. That fishing vessels be urged. to report their positions

at least onos a day %0 eome authorised association ar person, such
85 the Nenagar, Sea Foods Froducers Association, or in the cese of
fleat operators, sush as Genersl Pood Corporution, the Marine Depext-
mut, 80 thet an early and more effective search oen be undertaken
vben vesgels aro reported overdus or it is necessary to locate tham

for other reasons. The Rescus Coordination Center to be mmnm

-#dth nsmes, addresses and telephons mumbers of sueh person or

assosiations,

2. Tha! ownera of fishing vessels mark all equipment euch as .
1ife presorvers, cars, floats, seto,, with the nemes of the vessels
in &4 similaxr cepner as i now required on inspocted vessels, ’
(46 CMR 97.37-37 ot 8eq,) ‘ '

3. It is recommended that no further action be taken and that

the case be alosed.

Gaptain, U, 8. Coast Cuard

(s1gned)|
E, J. J.

Commander, U. 3. Coast Guaxd
The Board then adjourned to await the action of the oconvening a.utboriby. '

L. . co—

W. W. S s , L

Captain, U. S. Coast Guard, CHAIRMAN

(s1gon) I

L. W, Ra o .

Commander, U. 8, Coast Guard, Membar
and Recorder






