COMMANDART
U B COAST SUARD

Froam: Chief, Merchant V&ul Inspection Division
Tos Commerdast - = .
Via:s Chief, Qffios of Msrchant Marine Safety

Subj: Marine Board of Investigation; SS PICFEIR - W/V WALLSCHIFY (German),
ocllision, 5t. Clair River, 2 October 195)

1. The SS PIONEER, a bulk freighter of 5316 g.t., wvas downbound and the
N/V WAL SCHIFY (German,, a freighter of 882 g.t., was wpbound in the

8t. Clair River on the evering of 2 Uctober 1953. The weather was clear,
nc wind, and the visibility was good. The PIONEER downbcund with a 3 to
5 mile current passed under the Floe “ater Bridge appraxisately in mid-
channel with the upbound WAILSCHIFF in sight on the WALLSCHIFF's laft
side of the channel close to the shore. The PIONEER elected to pass
starboard to starboari and gave the required two-blast sigmal and changed
course to the left. The WALLSCHIFF did not oomply with the signified
slection of the PIGNEER and changed course to her right, end although
collision-avoiding mction was then taken by both vessels, a collisiom
resulted at about 230C in approximate position esst of Fert Gratiot Rear
Range Light on the international bouniary lime. As a result of this
casualty the WALLSCHIFY sank and the pilot en board died of maturel causes.
The damere snstained hy the PIVYER was estimated at $.0,000.

2. Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C,F,R, Part 136, the record of
the Marine Board of Investigatisn convemsd to imvestigats subject casualty,
together with its Findings of Fact, Conclusioos and Becommenistions, bas
been reviewed and is forvarded berevith. :

3. Conclusion, paragrapn 15, of the Board states as follows:

w]S, That the master of the WALLSCHIFY viclated Rules 20, 3
and 26 (33 USC 2085, 288 amd 291 respectively) of the Pilot
Rules for the Great Lskes amd Connecting amd Tributewy Watere
and the St, Mary's River, in that hs failed to obseérve the )
right of way of ths downbound vessel; that he did not respoad
with the same signal, anl that he did pot sound the danger
signal; and that he falled to reducs his speed to bere
steersgevay, axd, if nscessary, stop and reverse.®
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Fles 20, 23, and & (33 UST 285, 28¢, and 289) are not applicable to

s .reigr. vessels, as unier the provisions of tae Act of 8 Tebruary 1895

(35 U5C 241) such rules are only apilicable %o public and private vessels

of the United States upon the Great lukes and their coanectirg and tributary
.aters. The WALLSC.TiT was, however, subject to the corresponding pilot
rules lawfully established by the Cormandant of the U. S. Coast Guard while
. *ne americen side of the St, Clair kiver; but the penalties provided by
Sec. 2 are only recoverstle for vicla“ion of “this Act” (22 Stat &49). In
view of this fact, and since the Macter of the WALISCHIFF testified that his
navigation was on the Canadian side of the St. Clair River, ani the Board
f>unl that the eollision occurrsd in the wvieinity of the internstional boumd-
ary line, without specifically esta’lishing the position of the WALLSCHIFY
st the time the violations are stated to bave occurred, the informstion in
the record wvould not sustain any actisn for the assessment and sollection of
ny civil penalties. .

L. The Recommendation, paragraph 3, of the Board that foreign vessels on

the Great lakes be under the control of competent personnel 1s concurred with.
7t is noted that paragraph 7 of the “ourd's Conclusions states that there was
no mvidence to indicate that the ptlct of the WALLSCHIFF failed to perform
tae duties and responsibilities of his position.

5. Sutlect Lo the foregolng remarks, it is recommended that the Findings of
tact, Conclusions and Recommendations 5¢ the Marine Board of Investigatlon be
approved.

Acting
FIRS” ENDURSEMENT @ MVI memoranium of 7 Jamuary 1954 M
20 Jamary 1954
Fran: Chief, Office of lMerchant Mar.rx Safety -
To: Comnandant .
Forwarded, recommending approval.
Acting

APPROVED: ¢
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iter full and rature dsliberation, the board finds ms follows:
| | PIIOINGS OF TACT

1. The SS PICKEER. Usited States registry, a Great lakes bulk freightar, O.%.

303941, hao 8 631607 ard 5021 KT; her pegistered dlmensions are 0440z 542 2
319.0. She hes a tiwee oylinder, tripls expansion, reciprocating stoax engine of .
1650 HP ulth tuo Scotch Marine bollers having a working pressurs of 190 psi. This
vesgel, tuilt in 1907 at Yyandoite, Micaigan, is owned by Clevseland-Clilfs Stesm-
ship Cowpany, 100 West 10th Street, Wilaingtom, Delsuare, and wapagal by Clsveland-
Clif?s Ivoa Compeny, l4ith Floor, Union Commercd Building, Cleveland 14, Tale.
U{lmington, Deslsware, 13 the homs port. ‘ , o S
2. Tac N7 JALLSCHITF, Germen registry, an ocean freightar, 0,F. 962£0, bas an -
882 CT and 756 WY undar deck; her registersd dimersions are 205'.8 x31'.9 z
16¢.6. She bas & six cylinder, four oycle dissel engime of 1000 HP with direct
drive. This vessel, built in 1953 at lauvenburg, Blbe, i{s owred by the Paitemrscd-
WNallschiff Corporation, Her port of registry is Hasbtrg, Germany. '

3. The 8S PIOFEER departed Superior, Wisconsin at 096 (EST), 30 September 1953
with a load of 9,004 tons of Erie iron ore bound for a lake Erie port. 3She was

to receive her fiml destimation orders at Detroit, Michigan on the downbound run.
The PICNEER, carrying a slight starboard list on departure, bad the following daraft
readings: 19'=3" forward, 19'-8" amidship, 20%'=1" aft.

4. The VALLSCHIFF begen ber voyage on the Tth of Septesber 1953 at Antwerp, Pol- |

glom. Aftsr several ports of call, she departed Detroit, Michigen, at 1630 (BS1),

2 Ootober 1953 hbcn.tbreforaperiodafnbmtnimm“hsr(%)bo.
ten and one half (10%) hours. The motor vessel wae carrylng 325 zetric tons of
ghoet steel; her draft was 89-6" forward and 111-6* aft., She wvas upbound to s~
kegon, Michigan,

5. Doth vessele continued their trips without incident until arriving in tha upper
end of tae St. Clair River, at the Fort Huron, Michigan~-Sarnia, Ontario area. -

6. The veather in the Port Huron—Sarnia srea at the time of their arrivel and
at the time of the collisfon vas clear and calm vith good visibility. The night
was black. Tha flow of water in the £t. Clair River is from lake Huron Southezly
to leke Erie., In the arsa of the ocollision the currents are sirong, three to five
miles per hour under normal conditions. - :

logged ing the lake Buron Lightehip (LL 749)

(sse Exhibit 2), and 2237 acocording to ber rough
was piloting his vessel on the Point Edward‘'s
ch channel to the St. Clair River entrance;
besides the Captein, the 3 te, and the vheels~
mn,,mr.int.hopuothonae-mmokout, , vas on the port side
of the forccastle deck near the bow. The ship was traveling at full speed, about
11 miles per hour, followed by the SS TOM GIRDIER about one balf (}) mile astern.
The PIONEER's redsr was turned on and operating. : '

7. The Cleveland-Cliff's vessel
at 223, aocording to ber deck
engine room log. Captain

Range (L~740 and 741) in the a

&




£.. On board the ¥RLIACHIFY, Ceptatx I wes releyin
master {Pilot) Taitsrson to his wisnelsman, — ———— , :
. on the port bridge ving as lockout, Thalr vease] was mot squipped with veder.
Thay vers turning over for a spsed of spproximtely 11.3 kmots (or ebott 13 =ilus .
“bour) and had passad an vpbound lake ter below Covriuright, Opleris,
- drriving at the Fort Horon Traffle Puoy (LL-735) .off Sarnmia, they passed tila
%bmxz 300 feet on their port side. Prom thad poist, accarding to Capizla
, they héaded on Bay Point Light {11~737) for swhile, then caxe left ab &
slight angls, passing about 625 feei absaan of Bay Poiat ldght (ses Exhibit 4}.

3. The Meater of the WALL3CHI® teatified thet bs first sav the PIOHEBR whea 1% :
w3 40 the vicinity of the Blue Water Bridges he fived his own position on the -
1 side of the chmnnel (position X1 on Buxhibit 4. Testineny of Caplsin .

Jon the PICKEER indicated -thet be first sighted the VALISCHIFY wien Ele own.
vossel vas about e boat langth (500 feet) South of the Blus Veter Eridge. I -
plaeodtbemmscgmatm&m&tmﬁgmﬁbonmmﬁmm&i.

10, Testimony of both NG

cott's Marine Reporting Station, placed the WAL
1ine as she approached snd passed their station. Mr. [ observed tho situa-
tion dsvelap vitmessed the resultant collision from the Westooit Station -
porch. Mr, was in the Westaott boet and hed gone close ebsam to check
the WALLSCHIFF's nawe. He then pulled abwad or to the Northard %o be in a position

to intercept the PIONEER. v . ‘ S

11. As the PIONEER hed coms under the Blue Water Bridge ber hels vas smidohip ta
allow the current to bring the ship around to the la

WALISCHIF? oloss to the Avericen ehars-

(11-736 and T39). Sesing the Westoott boat in the vicinity of the upbound .vessel,
Ceptain testifisd that he realised the bost was too close to tbe Ausrican
shore to on the one vhistle side so he blev two tlasts (see Exhibit 1, =

8 . .

o eteion £2); According to tr. MM PIONEER vbeeleean,
B gave the order "lsfi some more” a »
no answering s tho‘?:tmmwth-dm\simlnnlrmgthaup'l_”ﬁ:
eral alarm; Mr. stated that he received the arder, "Hard left”, immsdintely
after the danger was blowvn. R ' ; R

12. Testimony of the PIONEER's master indiocated the upbound vessel cul across
lemam the PIONEER's denger aigoal vas sounded.
Third Mate and lookout indicated that Csptainiil blew

another two blast signal followed by a gecond danger aigml. The captain vas not
sure whother or not he bad blown a second seriss of whistle signals. . B

¢
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13. On the other hand, Captain [N testified that the dowvnbound ship blew ons '
blast which he answered on the advics of his pilot, Patterson. He slso ipdicated
that he bed been gwinging on an easy starboard rudder prior to the vhistle sigmls.
The master of the WALLSCHIFF went on to state that. 1t might have besn two ox three
unamm-rbbmmmmbmuumxmtmmmmm. E
danger sigmsl. Pilot Patterson said nothing in response to the oaptmin's question,
"What 18 wrong there, I see a green light%, nor aid be say anything more vhen he, -




‘heard the raugsr algms) blow, uagmn_ thea stated thet hs aa;a- wn- r).;xag
- Mﬁ up full setern, and blev thpeo Ddlaats, .

iy e&._wnfmmiumzmﬁm m.wm
then two blasts, snd the danger sigml egaln. M. stated b heerd tao

blasts from the FIONTER and bar danger signal. nsxwawmmeiz-.

mmmmm.mmmz. ,

15. mmzmmwmwumwwum tblt\thvm

Y

 sonevhers between 3,750 amd 4,700 twmm firet sighted one

another

and that the first vhistle sigmals were blowvn when the ships were vers oos-gurter {1}
.o:mcm(o.t.) of a wils apart. : o P f
16, Captasn [N 10d1cated ’
wvhen the ships were abont 200
change ocovrred ons (1) mimuts prior to .
that he put his engine full spesd sstern about 8 mimute or so

The ‘ships collided at about s ninety degree (90°) $th
rzm cotting into the WALLACHIFF's port side about five to
three hatch. - ' '

17. At the time of the collision mptdn
placed tbe heading of tho PIONSER at
WALLSCHIFF at about Horthsast. Captain
most Horth and the PIOREER approximetsly East.

i
i

18, 'rho boling 6f the WALISCHIFF wes fifteen to twenty feet forvard of the eupar-
structurs and approxizately 150 fest from the bov. Captain [l plzced the 1o~

uuoao:mmnuma.tmm 132%T, mmtnmmanmtnmm' o
Light (Li~738) which would be about 150 fest Intermationel Boundary 1ime -
on the Canadian side. Question Numbsr 180, -

‘rectly stated wbare this bearing was refwrred to

PIONEER plaoced it at about 137°, 1050 feet
Amsrican side of the channel. It was the

the collision ocourred on the Capsdian side
the time of the ocollision es 10158 p.a.hr
office.




0. The inpact af the sollision knodked tim MALISGHIZF's pilot tvom Mo fort b0

the deck of the plloct Rouse. The ubsalsen NN b tomediately bo ol
all hands o7 dock., After Ceplain® and l1ookeut NN the Satlisngs

‘,wgmratm}amié, <] snspoct 1 beoke ny Meg.” mn;uthmia

to the bearing beddgs sbove the whiel howss, Nr. Pattarison valled wezy slovly to ibs
docr in the vhewl Mouse which 1ad down to the captain's quariers. N e
%G assist on the boat deck, ' ‘ , -

21. captatn I sbtaived two 1ife belts, throwing ces dewa to the pilot bowss
for Mr, Paitarsos and keeping one hizeelf. He returned %0 the pilot hompe But 444

. ot ses the pilat, Ye one sav him alive egsiny his body wes later recowoed sad = -
. examined by a Sarnia phyalofan. The coronsr's veport inlicates the immedlste oswes

_ resous opérations. .

launched. Tvo (2) men,

of death to be coromary thranbosis (see atteched Nedical Certiiesws of Teetd).

22. Captatol Il vstcbod bis men lesve in the VALISCHIFY's port 1ifeboat. 48~
Bis ehip sank desper, he clinbed the mast vhere he remiinad until a Comst Quard

ator bat fron the Port Auron lifeboat Station rescaed him. The Const Geard baat

pmiouumwupm-pnn’(n)mmmﬂmmummi;-‘
' 23. The WALISCHIFF had & port 1ist g0 iat the starboard boat could mot bs e

went over the starboard side snd svem. -

and
to the Capadian shore. Tue (2) others, vho bad jumped overboard, were pleked up-

. by the Westoott doat and taken to the Amerioan shore; later, Port Hhooa Polics -
tock them to Ssrnie. The sscond sate, IR, clisbed over the bow of the |

PIGNEER to the forecastle deck.

castle of the PIOKERR, He testified that he jumped

,umrmmmhmommmmmn.mmmww_-

height of the PIOREER. mm.ummmuma&.
Mte I of the PIONEER stated that be he I
wood,onhdderdwntotbhatohoftmwluacﬂmm&._bom_:_
1t and climbed to the forecastle deck. o o ' Lo

25, As the two vessals separated and the ¥ ' ; ,mlwwwgf{(;
the PIONEER uas partially pulled out. Captain &t
Guard Station of the a/lnkinc by radio-telephone

vere then lowered in an attewpt to asaist in .

from the WALISCHIPF lsft the forecastls of tho .
PIOREER, went aft, jumped into the PIGHEER's port lifedoat, and essisted as & mé-
bar of the boat crew. Mummmmmtbrmmwkrmm
ortbol’lm“mdwwapMnMMuh, respectively, in an atiampt -
to locate personnsl from the WALLSCRIFF. s

26. Both of the PIGNERR's 1ifebouts

i




,‘;i e o
27. The PIONERR, Dmasing e twean after mﬂ,‘ frem the VALISGUIPY, @0d '
‘MN&W%MMM Shudqgt* 1 dook {

B 'A'V

- 0630, 3 Ootober 1953. Wanmeftﬁd-pmﬁ-up

“
mmwmuw,m,mmmm d ST

=8, Mu&m&mmrmm«mauwen
ihm&utothcoomliom _

" (1) Remove and sensw: ' Fort side plates C-l, B-1, B+, J-1, and :—1&&1«
I~1, BStarbourd side plates BE-l, 3-1, J-1 asd 3-1 doubler, Irl- '

(2) Crop, remove, and renev; Maﬁnphmt-l,urnmmm E&r-r :
bonrdam plates C-1, K-1 and X1 doubler. \

~ (3) Remove and renev 27 feet of stem.

(4) Adjoining plates to be faired.
(5)m~uud1omwmhummmummury
(6)muwmmuhrm, renswed, and replaced.

29. Repaire oqhtdaﬂ&numﬁywﬁttm,mﬂm”ww o
service at 2255, 15 October 1953. | |

- 30, Thtonmiuwitmm intmma:

1) L vester of tbe hM. Iicense m—
N

(z)— License Musber —

(3) I _

(4)_ _
m— License Nusber D _

(©) EE—— 110000 Roaio- I, D




(12) IR 1:00nse Muber B “'
(13) _ |

() . S

as) I I

. ﬂntouoviq-.nmdomod:

g mw"mmM*

ipril 1921, -




" 3. That the Naster of the WALLSCHIPF, observing the descending PIOWCER, meairg =~
her red light, and hearing the passing sigml, slsctsd to seek his starbosrd gide
of the ohanobl, whioh action he instituted, hmving just passed tha Marine Repord-

ing Station (Westoott's lamding).

proposed by the PIONEER. ! _ |

5. That the Mester of the WALLSCHIFF either failed to ansver tiw PIONERR's pass-
ing signal, or any whistle reply by the WALLSCHIFY wvas not sufficlantly sudidle or .
distinguishable to be recognised as a navigatioval whistle sigmel. S

6. That nelther the master nor the mate on watoh op the WALLSCHIFF was gufficiently

\ . ) . . [,.»
4. That the Mester of the WALLSCHIFF failed to understand the passing sigoal a8 '

famdlisr with eppliesbls Pllot Rules. | \
7.  That thers is no wvidenos to indicate ibat the Pilot on the WALLSCHIV® fellsd -

. to perform the duties and respopeibilities of bhis positicn. '

8. That all pevigation lights on board both the PIONEER and VALLSCRIFF were burn-.
iog brightly prior % the ocollision. B

9. That the pattern of a passing Qitmuon wvas uﬁmabd once the master of \
w'mmum;wo-uut-umlmmtmmnummwmm_v
VALISCHIFT to starboard. The river current, the bend in the river, the restricted . -

chanpel and the limited meneuverability of tbe PIOKEER under the circumstences L

uﬁonda&wtmﬁmt&eh&dtwm'th.pmmwnm ;

10. That the action of the master of the PIOKEER in baoking wes {nstituted %00

~ late to be fully sffective. Captain B oteted "When I saw that we couldn't .

avoid a collision, thea I put the engine full speed astarn." This backing action
should have been taken, at the latest, When the mester first Llsw his danger oig~ .




DL Thet the VA LISCHIFF we- zmmam spbound. on 4w de&igm%eﬁ tinstioound chens
w1 side of the river just prior to sighting the PICEEER in the viainity of ths

Hve Hator Pridge, and thet the mster's radtoal tien to starhoerd in an gfiort

3o gt 1o the opposite alde of the chenpel without nﬂWag of tba pase-
mmwmmlwmuuw S ' *1

12,  That the collision coeurred approximataly on the Iatunt-&ml &;W:f m, .
duo Eest of the Fort Oratiot Rear Rangs Light (IL-739). : '

;}.3. mzmmeunmmmmnwthmo:mrmmm
ais bow in ocontast with the WALISCHIFPPF and in attempiing to push the holed vesssl
into shallow water provided additionsl time for smsrgenay abandormsat and mind.
. mised the risk to lives on board the WALISCHIFY. nrwwmwmamﬁ :
mumommummormum :

‘14, That the rescus activit: mmud by the le with 1'ca 1ifeboats hchd
direotion and effectivensss. -

15. That the mastér of the WALLSOHIFF viclated Rules 20, 23 and 26 (33 USC 285,
288 and 291 ctively) of the Pllot Rules for the Great lakes and Conmeoting
and Tributary Waters and the St, Mary's River, in that be failed to observs ihs
right of way of the downbound vessels ﬁhtbdmmtmpotﬂﬂththama;g-
nal, mmtmmmt-ommwrow;mdmtmamzom
hincpudtoharestoeragaw, and, Ltmmmy, atopandmm,

16, That tho master of mrmummm%(aamzcn) of the Greel =
Lakee and Connmoting and Tributary Waters and the St. Mary's River in that, bavixg
. approached wlthin ona—hal,f mile of the WALISCHIFF, he failed to reduce his spoed -
t0 bare steerageway and stop and mmubnhlnihdtcundmhndtha course
or intention of ths approaching ateamer, )

kil

PRINTIYA,

e AR e .

B i e,

17. That no feilure of material wvas involved.

-18. That po peraonnsl of the coutﬁmrdormotharmrmt Ageney oo-:t«ribu-»
ted to the casualty,

| 19. That tbe casualty could have been pro'nm’.od b,v compliance mu e.pplieshln
Pilot Rulu hy both vessels. v

b i

20. That no uancharted or incorrectly charted area or objects vere m\mlved. |

1. That the master of the PIONEER be chargod vith Imittention to m\‘.y (Gopy bf E’
Charge and Specification attached). o

- i T A
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feh violatlon of Eulas 20,’“’]

" the Fliod Rwles for the Grect
= 5%, ¥orr'z Rlvd apd thel dw

: R’sport Altachw 1}, p
‘aseal (S’(L‘.;Li"" Ceoadiar and U Ttitan vesnsels,
”fa rsca-menxaél % rirbtee of
betysen ns Juivaﬁ tafea arr

-

t:;:i:..-:f ccmaa,ing anl

timas .  Ar ausikc sardon sml_. T8 one hg naa proven \.,a the aat tafaction of

eithor Capadlean ov O ~132d Btetos snthorities that ho is familinr wilh the apali-'

cable Sileh Roelac aad wabers. Suok o recuiramsnt would neced garily bo u n:a‘i‘»tsr
for interrpaticnal sgoocment botwesn the Uniled States and Cennds .

(sigred) NI
HAROLD ©. MOORE ‘ ‘
Captain, U.S. Cosst Guavd, Chalrmdn

Captadn, U.3. Coast Guard, Meuber

(s1guea) NN

LOUIS F. SUDNIX o ‘

Ideutenant Commander, U.S8. Coast Guard,
¥omber

(s1gned) NG

EDWARD R. THARP ' L
Lieuterant Commendor, U.S. Coest Guard’
Recorder o

The, board thoa, ah 5310 Peile; sdjourmad to awal‘-: tbe gction of the eonvening
suthority.

(signed) _

HAROLD €. MOORE

Captein, U.S. Cossi Guard, Chajrman
{signed} :
EDWARD R. THARP R
Lieutensnt Commander, U.S,.’Goast Cuard
Recorder ‘ :

sele 3 oof ths Jooven ;4 sn
su, afgned al Hashing-.
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~ Pyem: Chief,
o

Ferwxried, vreocmmuiing ‘ml.
APYROVRD S

s U. 8. Const Goerd

4., C. RICHMOND
L

oo
Asting ¢

(e1gmes) [N






