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Froms Chief, Lierochant Veasel Inspesotion Division

To:  Commandant
Via: Chief, Uffice of kerchant karine Safety

SubJjs karine Board of Invéotlgttion; F/N PENGUIN, reported dissppesrance
off Atlantio Coast, February, 1961.

) ¥ Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C.F.K. Part 138, the record of
the karine Eoard convensd to investigate subject casualty, together with its
Findings of Feot, Upinions, and keoommendations, has been reviewed and is
forwerded herewith,

Hew Bodtord, masso., on 6 February, shing grounds 60 to 60
miles south of Block Islande un 8 Pobmry. 1951, the kaster of the PRNRUIN
indieated in a radio telephone conversation with the Master of the GRWIER
that he would remain on the fishing grounds until he got a full load of
fish; No further word has ever been heard from the MuNGUIN and upon her
failure to return to port which was reported to the Coast Uuard, a thorough

- gearch was oondugsted but no trace of the FulldUIR or eny of her srew has been

found, and it is presumed that she foundered with the loss of all 8 erew
nembers on boarde The weather on 7 and 8 Februery, 1951, was bed with
winds up to about 45 knots which, however, moderated on 9 February, 196l
The weather was not of suffieient nvority to soocount for the loss of the
PENGUIN,

30 The Board made the following Findings of Pacts
"lc: That the fishing vessel PENGUIR; of Wﬁ:ﬂﬁtﬂ.ﬁ.'
oiﬂiial number 241796I wags owned by Mro o ]

20 1That the INIUUUIN departed New Bedford on February 6, 1961 for fishe
ing grounds fifty to sixty miles south of bloek Island, Rhode Island,

3¢ That the FENGUIN was last seen just before dark on the evening of
February T, 1961 at which time she was hove to, due to a frash gale,
in eompany with the fishing vessels LULLY ail Juli and mu-smn. in
position epproximately 40° 11' north, 71° 07 wests

4o That the master of the PuiGUIN talked with the master of the
GROWIER by redio telephons at 12:00 noon on February 8, 1961 and agsin
at 83100 pomo the some day and indieated his Antention to remsin on the
fishing grounds until the mthor soderated and he cculd get a full
load of fish, . _
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6o That the FsWGUIN was not heard on the air aftsr the evening of
Februery 8, 1361 and is not known to have transmitted a distress messsge
or report of diffioulty of amy kind although a number of other fishing
vessels aquipped with radio receivers were in her immedimte vicinity
and normally were able to hear her transmissions easily.

8o Lhat the weuther in the vioinity continued bad, with winds up te
about fortyeofive knots from the northwest, with snuw and water vepor
osusing poor visibility at times, until February 9, 1951 on which date
the weathur moderataed,

Te Thaet mo bodies ér wreckage ldentified as having oome from the
VI have been found,

8s That a liferaft of the same general type as those carried by the
PuldUil was sighted thirty to thirty-five miles southwest of No kan's
land, .aasachusetts (about thirty miles north of the last rsported
position of the ruiuuil) on the morning of February 9, 1951 by the orew
of the fishing vessel AUSTIA n,, but attempts to rescver it were un-
sugoesaful, _

9 That the t notified that the IuNGUIN was
overdue by hrom boother of the master of the FENUUIN,
who reported the ciroumstances to the Commanding Jfficer of the Coast
Guard Cutter LuUARh at New bedford, kassachusetts, oa February 17, 1951.

10¢ That Commander “astern Area, U, 5, Coast Juard, sssumed operationsl
control of the case and oconducted an extensive surfece and air searsh
duriag the period 17-23 February, 1951, using a total of eight sir=
eraft, the cutters AMUWLEL end 54SSAFKAS and various smaller Coast

Guard oraft, the extent of the search being as indioated on Exhibit &,

1le That the results of the search were negative,

12, lhat visibility runged from fair to good during most of the
search period (See ~xhibit 2).

13, %that the iBiUGWUIN was a wooden hulled vessel of forty=five zross
tons and sixty=eight feet overall length, built in 1042 at Friendship,
xaine, and powered by a Superior, 166 horsepower, sight=oylinder,
diesel engine. :

14c That the Yuuuilll was enrolled snd licensed for the fishing servioce
and ecasigned offioclal number 241798,

15, Thet the following named persons were on the 'hiUULN as her orew
when she sailed on February 6, 19513

bigurd K, at (vaster)
Knut batland,
Arne mnudsen, of
liorman liansen, of
John Aanenson, of
Joseph Alonge, of
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16, That the ¥»NJUIN was dooked at D, iic nelley and Soas, Ince of
Feirhuven, hessachusetts, during the suxmer of 1950, and all necessary
hull snd oengine repeirs made; and dooked agein, at the same yard, on
Degember 15, 1950, at which time the propsller was repaired, a new
lionel water tank installed, and other necessary repairs made.

17. ‘that the ruiivUid had the reputation of being one of the best
maintuined and able fishing veusels of its size in the wew Ledford
fishing fleet,

18, That the l%uuUli carried two dories, one sizemsn and one five-man
life rafts, eight life preservers, and one ring buoy.

19, That the FundUIN was equipped with an Apeloo hadio, 25mtt redio
tolophono set, which wes inatalled, new, on 15 “entember, 1950." '

The board expressed the following Jpinious:

"1:; Tthat the fishing vessel riliduiy was lost at sea off Blook Iliund.

Khode lslund, on or about rebrusry 9, 19561, and that all persons on
board perished,

2, That the couse of her loss cuonot be determined.

3. That weuther conditions existing at the time wore not severe
enough to explain her lono

4c Thet the existence of poor visibility s+ times during the 8th and
'9th of February raises the possibility that the ANGUIN might have been
accidentally run down and sunk by a large vessel but that no evidense
to support this theory is availsbles

6o <LThst mo person in the Uout vuard or other Jovernment igenoy
ountributed to the oasualty,”

The Board mdo the following Kecommendetionss

"1 That legislation be supported to subject sll vessels of fifteen
gross tons or over, lieensed to eungage in commeroial fishing, to
marine safety statutes and regulations thereunder,

2o, that legislation be supported tv require the master of every
vessel of fifteen gross tons or over, licensed to engage in commeroisl
fishing, to keep an aoourate written list of persons on board on eech
trip to sea and to mail & cuopy of such list to an appropriate Cosst
Uuard unit immediately prior to salling.

S That the desirability, frum a search and resoue viewpoint, of
painting lifeboats and life rafts International Orango be stressed to
the fishing 1ndultry upon every appropriate ocooesion."

[ N
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MEARES
Ge Recommendation 1 of the vourd to axtend the marine safety statutes
to require inspection and owrtifiocation of all commercisl fishing vessels
of 16 ,ross tons or over is not sustained by the reeord, UNothing is
oontained in the resord whioh e¢stablishes the ocsuse for the foundering of
the iwudULN aor dous it indicate that conpliance with any marine safety
statute or regulation thereunder would have in sny way prevented her
disappearsnce., In thia corneection, however, the tollowing bills for the
extension of the marine safety statutes and regulations toocomusrcial
fishing vessels are now bufore Cungress for consideration:

(n) H.h. 1762 « & bill for the safely of life and property by
making all commeroial fishing vessels subjeoct to
the rules and regulstions of the United States
Coast Guard harine Inspeotion.

(b) 5. 1288 = A bill to ammend the aet of June 20, 1986, so as
to broaden the application of laws governing the
inspeotion of steam vessels to vessels propelled
by internal-gounbustion enygines,

7. Recommendativn 2 suggests legislation to require masters of fishing
vessels to submit to the Coast uusrd an accurate list of persouns on board
prior to each departure on s fishin; voyage. This requirement is contained
in Section 9 of H.R, 1762, ' ' '

8¢ Reocommendation 8 of the Loard with respeot to the desirability of
painting lifeboats and life rafts International Urange would also be
covared by the above aited proposed legislation,.

9a bdinoe there is no present legal authority to require the submission
of written lists of persons on board fishing vessels before departure on a
fishing voysge or to require the fishing industry to paint boats and refts
Internstional VYrange, desirable action in ascordance with the Board‘'s
recomnendationa should be brought to the attention of the fishing industry
by epprepriate personnel under jurisdiotion of the Distriot Commander,

10, Subjeot to the foregoing remarks, it is recommended that the Findings
of Fact, Upinions and Regommendations of the warine Board of Investigation
be approved,
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Ind-1 . 27 July, 1961

Proms Chief, Offiee of Merchant Marine Safoty
To: Commandsnt

Subjs MNarime Board of Investigation; F/¥ PENGUIN; reported disappesrsnes
off Atlantie Coast, Pedruary, 1951, “

Porwarded, recozmending sppreval,

.
APPROVED: 31 July, 1951
&. C. RICHMOND
Rear Admiral, U, S, Coast Guard
hoting Commandant
(\






