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~lll1l r .nr5 ol: Im'&st!,.£stio~'lp ~ro~~ or the --· . . :-~:"~. . . 
SS MAKfYJi:D, v1e1rJ.tj of ~l~:.tto, !-!ic~.z~ 12 ciciit.c>Qll:tl' i~J:-.:;~:;:'/·~;>·· 

..... , ~~··. 

l fl' !... SS .,, . .-~.,on • -:-. "'-~~,..t.."' -"' L""- ~ __ 
,. l u') rll14\A~ •• ,.; ,_ C· Of"--..j • .;.1."""'...Z'.t~ ~;.. '? .. · o. f:.• "•· "6M".t. •1 

"it.~t, etu.""(~et ~1 Ar;..nt:.Jl.~:: 1:.~; o~~: !:~ }Zl'quctt{;;: ~ 08 ,.,. . 
l 9;.i3 . ~U't· an. t..:>Ur l'..fw:r- -p-2~;:;!.1~ G:r~rd IE.;~-'-rl in 1n: .,. tn • '° wne.&Wic wcthbt co?:.:! .. :1J1;i.·:'.'::'J tho WJ='S.!.~3J ot ~b:mt 03SS 12 ptoBer 
19;3 oha.og.;d eow se ri!:;~~ .. ~.o to t.113 l»l'tm!~. ~~ head ln ti. A\ 
e.bcrJ.t 0615:t dnt ·to th!:- t..ri~'. r.f' t.!~;J we~l bctini; .hieh tr b.....,,, lAll pro­
pw1~ po~:-, aM t he 8t?'Vr~h o! th!: 'ri.nd &m:! Ot3t.G of the a, \lJll 1MRf 
of t!w ~.A.'l'.Yi.J.~J: fll:'lJ. c:Z.i' ar~:'. c..-o~D.r.~ t>.::r-~· tro~fta-r. tie 'bz:cu.;ht ato t, ma 
oa a .nonbwr-J hv-~~,:. -"ids h-o!t. t. c-h.e-r~ pjricd. or ti: \lt a '\19 
J.U....'UL!."m llf'OO~eru uitt h~1." et"""l~t:. to th~ R8C'. to &ocunl te!JNI all~ to 
sn 4tt~-t w t1-=~ i:.~~ t~ no:;; "t0 i·:.;t: f., l;;:ft r~"':.1.c.1· • ehs ~~ wstvu-d 
in an atttar:pt t.o ~cJ. i r.to t1'c. r.~a \rl:i.:!:'. t:! ful.1 .. l.~ht ~!'. fhe. ~'\li.Ill.lfl> 
~e vwy l!.ttlo acli:aZ".!Cl arai du~ to t~~: fo-z~ c.!' ~ 'H'htd 011 tt. ho\; tUl4. 
too fal'f..<e cf ~~ ~~c~l~>ar. ~ct-i~L o!i t.~ t:l...-C r~.rht ~o ea:ac14e-.nl>la 
l <il" .. "'.S~.f ~ =s er.r-~_v.:; E' r. .. t.t.:.- !·.::.'.}.IL!TT.· tt:-H-C~·r: re.:·~:~_:.;-: f;i~.in,: 1A a 
~si"uon c.pprO"'...:im t :.:..;· 5 ""£ .!.~~. )~Sc f.K·~:: t:t~~··,~~>.~s E~'.ci-~r ~fir LSsb\. 
Th~ ~~rA.ir'..g o e.:u:.•.:.-.,.:'. a.t cr;·y. 4'5°'"iiEi:~ t!:-'3 Ylii!X1. l.1:~d y;~d~1 &i~ ~ 
at t\ll.l p~~r uith a .~11 1~=-:~ht. rt':16::T.".. to loc.3 c! Uie oec-~~ a.s a 
l".,.,~:-- , ·i-: ,._1" t'·~ .. e.-i•u.-.7'· ·-~ t- ::'· e ;.:..- ""' ... ,..,,.~ " O\; ~ ,cf ,<·.r-,~ A"' """ .. -~ ............. ..,.,.&,,"";' . A.;..Ji .,.~ t.LA.. w "'•.. .a...a..;._,...,. ... .. · ... '- · ··'"c.. i.. .,_ .~ ~· .. "" \1 c,,-....., ~_ .... ,,_ ti . ....... ~-.t"--~~·" ~ eL-1..A. ._,~-..;~• -- vs• "l..ld;-:;.~ 

in QX<aGS Cf ~l.C ;, f (.{;~ ' 

2 .. ~mJ.rurt tc· i.-!:t£· 1'-L'~"S..t1:~:.::i::."- Of 'iit1o :..h c.r .. r: .. p,~!'-;; l,J:~~ ~ ~~ of 
~ ?~rim Bo:i~ of· lr.T~~-ti:_-:.:: \~ .. {' h c~'Hrt"{.'ro-6 ta $ • ..,":ft'~.i:"_"1'(R &Ubj~~ ~t?Q.lty, 
t~O~i' \:J..~.h 1~- 1-°i .. Ci.~S C".;£' fe.ct ; (,c~:,cl.\.·~:i.(..~:·:n Bli1 illoo~dct!.o::?:r mG 
bsen nv~.ti-'J 8 ... .d is £cnr.-r~c~ h.el"C'.r:?..'i"..L. 

3. '!bg Bca1'i ~ts tt-2 tollc-..,..i.n~ Coe:e!.n..~i~r~ lm.~. itoo~eeau.on w£t.h 
nBP4-:'t to tm M?.mr ~rs ie3!.if.5.!'JM.v~=mf;G~ i!:! l";i.a!Lf:J .. :tng a ..... t~ S3 i;AF~u.~m 
\ihl.~.ll ~su.1~1 ic h~r WTC:;~:;;.r..:_,: 
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a9. !ha\ ~ le t?.') e;id-';>1100 o! -~oax'ht~t, irn.ttGAtf.c:m 
to 4nty, ~~ GJ! \Jill&.(t vMlr.ts.on or t.m. le.V •tbs 
prt ot ~:Use~ ~tt1CG~ or eertUleatod ma eontrtm\­
~ 1n f1SJ1 WG3' tc. this awual.ty. ~~. tM im.stcr did 
~ uh.UT1t p:r:u.ient s~hip and ~isa tba b~-t 3o.1c· 
mmt J.u !tlo cc-ntr<ll o! tlw ws~l a.r.d.<r t.be c.isour...stoneoz." 

''lmCtniBrJlATICt!S 

"l. lt is ~med tint tm mstor of.' ~ as MMUUJa) 
b0 ~tor~ unB~S in& 

b. TaUjn,g t,o \s1o 8Wlteb'" at).~ wl»ll t~ 
oppol"tW"t..11'.f to de so eT.Utcd. 

4. re.5.Jhg to rad.ate.in a~~ or tile 
~£~1..o~ d hie ~sl. 

o. Failiq; to uoe ths ~ 50013Si" vlth fill 
c,-.'le ot eha.U." 

Com:l!l.sione:, ~ph& 7 am 91 and f'~~~etion., ~ph 11 a. 
&~ oJ.llJ \o t~s ~xts4t. tmt, tbs•~~ d~ oo"i;. tolD er attempt to 
tcl!ti alter.~t.!VtJ a~.oz:. to~ tt.~ ~cl er hSs w~ecl In th; hnVT li90.~r 

--. 

'&000W2~ nbe0q~llt to 06J.5 tot.ha tJ.m of ~®'Slot et 0950, 12 ~· 
19SJ. The l\lternaU OOC'&es or aetion 1tr.tod I.la tho bid •e l"$pGl1; uhich 
~.e Hr;.sm f'~ to tmm, U mdG a part of an adzrmis~ to tm Ml:rt4r, 
~ .. ~o·kst.etl. ~~!) wzm;r 46 c.r .a. lJ7.0S-5(a}(2) chvges am 
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epself1oaf:.lon111 WG\114 ~ to bl Nff8IS tw hoal'~ la etW,.ub &Ill -,,,~:"".~-: :~. 
i-noeat.loD ~·· Ml e.U.0. la e.pprnlJW • 4'1~ U. ·, > ·--~ . ~.:" 
td.lml9a speed.£181!l lit \bl Dea1'd •a report .U ._'° oootuSoa -enl Ja~ .,_ · ''"~· ~· 
ten v1'1l tllQ O'ii'l~l,r pr0eacbrna ot ell' Probable eabaeclaoa\ ~Uw ;.;!../ 
•~Joa aD! ~Uon ~1qiG tor \be pl'Ol18I' ...s491'atlcm &I ~ ~~ ···. 
apeat.fic4 ~- • ·I J:_ •' •:\. 

k~P.1'st,lon, ~ J, ot tha '8oiaPI •a ..,_, ~' pt.p O'tdD9l'I be ·:t 
e~ to wt&l ~ ~rn mt.ma or \be '1pa ~~ la 868 • 
~ ~ Sa OOOOtJ.ft94 with, d1 b. \hb 6'C>ll'l90'Uoll Uw COB"!Gdrtl? ot 
ths 9th Coaat G1.iU'd D1stt-i.et bav.l.ng J•i.ld1llt1o~ la t.o '9ke ·~ a~Uon · 
~ In tJ» dl..~etio.?" ot ~ ~Ma.tloa. 

'· Sub~ to tbe ro:-~1t~ ~-e.~lr..Sp it Sa ~med \bat ~bG F~I 
or l?e.ot, Co~lt"u;iom ~ ~tJ.om or t.he Marice &Odd ot Jnvest!p.Uon 

be -~· 

P. 5. SAVCBJS 

F msr &tiDGi~~rr at~ wx ~:>l'am~ or 'I 1~ 1954 

fr~i; ca~. Qt"!'ie.;i or Mar~_nt MerlM kf"ety 
TQ: C~,:.Mr.Jltt 

l3 JAB l9S4 

-= rt ;:w www......,o atc:n:::e:wz::c 

tERLIN 0 'li&ILL 
Vioe Mmiral, ll. s. Coast Guard 

CmmeMant 

(a£gnad) R. C. Shephard 
H. C. SW.oPflWU) 
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1. '&at the SS lllRrU1ID (Ottl.cda1 ._._ 20S285) a 1*Jk f'ft!ah\e · 
CNil94 1'f Ulo Dode am opwaW iW tbe t.hle tlu9- · ~ , 
por\ation Conpe.v, a.parted tro Aaht.a'bal&, Cll!.o1 OD lD ~' 19SJ w -

vlth J2 men on~. earoute to Mlrq ti. , lU.ehigan, v1\bR\ eergo. 
!be SS JU!Um 11 5.)0 ten lonet '6.2 teot 111 t.h Md J2 feet l11 . 
dept.h , Vi~ 2,100 H.P., grcu to 6871 ~. S vaa lmS.lt a\ Boone, 
Mlohip.11 in 19')8. 

2. 9Jbst. on \his YOTBP tbl 88 MlRrLUii vas propet"lJ' MMOd and bad 
aboe..~ .\'al~ ecrtificato o! ioaixction tor Gnat !dee eervice iuued 
by t be Ofticer in C~t'I , ~1ne lMr»ctiou, e t Cle.eland , Ob1o1 Oil 
1 Ap::-ll, 195). . 

3. 'lhmt on departure tron Al::htabula the eugo hnt.chee var_e «ml2"0d 
and do&B•d, v1tb ta.rpaultcs on b.'ltohes 2, 4, 6, e, 10,. 12, 14, 17, 19, 
21, 23, 25, 27 and 29. 'l'hs ~'crUND h8s t.hirt,r car~ hate.bes on 12 too\ 
centci·e. 

4. That the SS M.\!'.YUJiD pe.seec: Au Sable Foillt on the aouth o~o ot 
lake Superior at approrlmt4~v 0048 on 12 SeptGrnber, 1953 ant p!.!SSed 
~ Ial.L~ at apµ·o~Ux.tsl,y 025$ and as~ tr.£ t t'.-'t6 \'OGtol ll'Ue on 
the nonr.e.l LaU Ca?Tiers' upbound course. 'l'he veatbex utries in the 
lot at both pl.a~~ itdiC":etE. north v'.D<!, f'res~, v!tl", cl~r !".ie::. 

5. 'roat at 0)55 on 12 September, 195.3, t..129 ~ IW\I~'fD cha.nged oourac 
90 de~s to star~ to & couro~ or ap~ tc:IJ9 )4tf1 . ~a~ira-:; 
1.nt.o \bg vind and aea.. The log •at.r1 at bt ~ wu north \.·~, st.ro~, 
vith rain. At OSOO the vesBcl slc'MJd to 3/4 apGOd to rcdu~ the p~­
ing. 

6. '?bat the SS MARYr.Ar.D oontillued on a north northlleaterl,r headi~ 
until approxwtel.v 061!> vh3n th9 wind ~ tbo htlS on the t~r~rc. 
bov f'oroed the veas l 'e baad tc fall o!f to tbs left. 

7. That the mast6r tbeJ:i called tbe ecg!M roae tor tall povui, 
and ma.netnerad to port and to etarbou.rcl O:'l full rudder attel!~ptin& to 
get the bow int.o the vind. In the COllrS6 of these rrane;J.ver& th£ 
SS MARilAlm shipped cons~derabl.e bee.\'f spre.y and some solid wat er arrose 
her deck a.l1d rolled heavily. 
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· I. ftat at...&'°8\ 0655 the tko\ •'- .W '218\ IOl!I batola let.we 
!lad tell.ea b\o U. e.rso hold oa lo. 1 119\Q aDI U.t oU.. 
W mktn 100fll (Jo. U aDd 30) Di vore 2qllc on cteok, repol'W 
We taot \o \be 111&tn \lilo ordered \h9 •'- to Olll out all banatl 
forward to can IUll . The nurter the11 alowd doe to 1/2 opoed ud 
he14 the weeel on a eou.tberly or south taz-1,r beadir. aoW b&taml 
•• U am! JO WM aeom ed ud all otbw dop W,_ tight.oiled. lo. l 
mtch re ••• 

9. Tbs\ \bD:"e vu appror.Jmatei, J to 5 teet, or f'r()(> wat.r 1a carp-
hold !io. 3 ai the t1ne \tat. &teMt vere CW"ed and tbat ou-eabolda 
Joa . l e.nd 2 bad e •ll£bt amunt or rroe watar vhich •otr.e4 u. eur<>-­
hol.4 ~z t he leaks t&.nk top a.rrl t.hroug~ tl» open hl.\abee . 

JO. !bat at 07.)0 anot..ber attempt vaa made to b!"illg tbe ¥088el. t.o 
the :right lnto the vind and eca under "111 powr vi th ~ r~t ructdllr'. 
Tho voseel would not go up i11to the v1Dd but oontilrued in a wstaJ-]¥ 
direction in tbe '\routh of t he- eet.L . With t he \fiod on the ete.rboard 
bow e.nd vit.h full right rudder, the Teesol macio oonsiderablo loewa.j• and 
relativel.r little hNdway until ah9 crouroed c.t about 09SO. 

ll. TMt the mast.err , at eboot 0720, contacted tL5 OGG WOataUSH Tia 
radio tel phone ~ reported t.~·~ h2 v.is 20 miles \."e:t t ot G?"Wll! lzhn.i 
and was ln ~-sr of going ashore beet-tl.!le he. cculc\ rY.·t ret. -v • bml 
or the SS Ki-.f..l~l\D up into t.ha int:. T~ W00JRUSn at t.bAt.. t.ime ~ 
approximatel; 10 11111.ef> DC:rtb.9eot ot the strioktl! wasol ao1 proae~dee 
tovnra · her in a rough aer. ,,d th w.l.!lCs u-; t o 55 \Ule-~. F~:- hotn ·. 

12. '!'hat tm Oftice:- in Ch!..Tge , CG Group, ~~Ul\tte, !OS)q JOhn 
11nmmen oont.e.oted tbe SS MARYLAM> na radio telaph.oM at 1.bout 0'121 
to aek it he oo;.u.d ba o: 11.r .. ".' assis tanoo anl \.-a.~ tolr~ thr:t ~ could l:!O~. 

1.3. Shortl."' before f!T'O?l~i.D~ eppeal"ed inevitable , the inaster 
ordered both lUlchors l et gc. T°~!"e vas .s.p~mt~ly fort~ to tif't,."t 
tathoIT.£ acope on bot.b abaim \l~.:l t.he vc:isel e;rotme.·?tc, on a sa.c~ 
beach, 12S degrees true, 4f miles trom Marquette lxreakilater outer 
light. 

U.. That the Mt tar, Capt.£. in Adrian P. Ooodrov , cUree-ted the move-
aents or the vessel trOJ!l the t il'YJ course va.e cbanged to ~ 5°7. at 
0355 until the ~se~l srou=6c~, Tb.E tint mate , z.:r . lore:. A. 1'5.lli; ,. 
remained 1f1 the pilot house exoept u !lated above e.nd a&sisteci in t.be 
.navigation or the Teseel an:i the handling of the rs.dio tel.epho.ae . 
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17. 'l'bat the oombinec1 erew trom Karquette am Mln1•lnl Li.t8'oa\ 
Stationa remoftd 21 arev •mben ot t.be IUR?LAJU> Y1a breochaa biol 
eate]¥, with cona14erable asaiet.ance troa cinU.ane. · 

is. That a Coast Guard helicopter ti•o!!J CC Air Station, Tra-.ereo 
Cit,-, remowd tbe rem1M6r of the MARYWD crev, 11 mo11, ea.re13. 

19. '!'bat none ot tile of£1cen e.?>d crev ot the MARII.AM> were loat 
or injured eeriouaJ.¥, c!uriJJg the entire epiaode. 

20. · That the SS MA..~!m vae; ref'loate~ or. l? Septembar, 19,3, vtt.h 
the us11ta.oce ot the Kl.w.gQ l'eoeel FAVOP.m~ .and the CGC,MActlNA' , 
and vu later permitted to proceed to Superior, Wieconsin, urder tow 
and escort, to effect necessary re~z. 

1. '!'hat the machinsr1 a.od navigat1oml eqnipnient of th~ SS M.~'t(!W,D' 
were in good conditioll ftnd in proper o-pare.tin& ordor, pz-ior to etre.n: i ne. 

2. That no acourate .fix of the vec9el 'e p:>sition ~ me.intai.oo~ 
on 12 September, 19'3, after paaaing Grand Ialal.ld. 

). That tho SS MARY~ -.8 fnll.r ballasted prior to 0500 with ao 
estimated draft ot S feet forward and 17 fHt &.!t. 

4. That had all 'tJl& MAf.IL.\..~D's betehs:s bean b?tts.no1 dO'·!!l with 
tarpaull.cs, the. Tessel vould DOt have bad to rWl before t he vine far 
apprcxr.imatel.r 4D minu~•· 

S. That the MA.RY!Ah'D ran on a aoutherl.f headil)g tor approximlt.t.i!lJ' 
40 minutes between 0615 and 0950 at approximat.e.IJr bUf •pesG "1th a 
etrong tollO'iii.Dg v1Jx1 and beny sea bringizl& the vesaH~l mch oee.rar the 
lee 11hore and jeopard.a~ her chan~ o! re:lching l's.rq~tto. 

.. 
I\"\ ,• 



0 

0 

7. !mt iu· ft8••1 vov.1.4 pro~blr bave "8ll1J28cl ott tbs beo.e1a ·:;:,: •:.>~~ ~~~1$f.~-
eewre.J. llol21'8 l.oager 1t tbe tar had att.Jrjptel! to b!lok r lnto '1• · "'~~~ ..... :~.;:;L 
•ea eod vS.m. this action alght cman ve pn•nted tho~ . . ~'.--_. :·:·· 

_ I DV"'Doh aa tlLe etom vaa or ebr>rt. d '"1Gll. 

8. That ~· w asel 41d aot 41-op her uchon: w:it1l n rt Vert c1oao 
to t he beach J>d t ha t \h~ a.0~10rt1 did not. uaiat 1n PffYentill€ \ht 
••see 1 t1'01t. B?"Ourxl 1llg. 

9. 'that t here ii M cn .. ~2r.oe of' n.tsO'lDl1ufr~ , i ng tt.entioa to duty, 
neglieenoe or \id..lful vica bn o! t:i~ l..k .1 o ~ t . pc·t cf 8.1\3 li«M ~ 
of'f'icer or oerU.ficate"' nan cont~·i'l.'>i t..i..; ~c 1..c e. r.y vs..y· to t his CS.3\.l.&.l:t.1. 
However, the JDaSter did no~ exh.1.b1t prudont soaw.Mhip DC! ~eiac 
t.lle best judgme~t in ~1.D oorrtrol of t~ vessel ~at· ~ c11'01.mat4noea. 

10. 'l"'nat M act ion!' o. a:..iss~':>l'.lS Ol') the pl.'..r·t or. &.nJ Cos.s t Guard 
pereom>el caused or in e.JJ3 way eont:-i but<:>d to t.."Ue ca.aua l tr. 

ll. That tb& dert:a.ga ~ tbs SS MARYIAND reau!.tin;r f'ror. tnie grou."!d­
lng or1gin6.llr estimated at $1.25 ,000 ha!; since_ be"~ revised upward&. , 

&;COM:~~@i'.T~~ 

1. It is reCOli'l'".:emGe thr~t the mast~ or the SS JURl1JJI> be e.fui:cr;~hcd 
ror his umsk.Utulness in: 

b. Failing to take she~ter at »..mising ·wber, t.he 
opporlfmity to do so exist.ea. 

d. Failing to !l'Bin'tain a proper pl<'t of t ho 
position of hie ves~el. 

e. Failing to use tbe a.richors aooner vi th .full 
acopo o"'.' ci:c.i !..: . 
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, 3. It 18 reoomuar:lied tbat ehip ovnen be •noouraaed tO iastall 
JDl)N modern ha t,cboe ot the tlJ)8 curntntl.J 1n me oa DOver ftSNle . 

(11g-S) Rarold c • .,... 
HAROl.I> C. KXmE 
Ca~, U. 8. Coast a.rd, 
Cbairmarl 

(ai&ned) Goorge P. teame7 
GtOJ:\GE P. KEIH~I 
Captain, u. s.coastOue.rd 
?I.ember 

(signed} I.cmis F. Sudnik 
IDUIS F. SUDNIK . 
Lt. Coscmander, U. S. Coast Guard 
M&mber. 

(signed) Art.bur A. Font.e::.inli 
ARTHUR A. 10NTAD'i.E 
Lieutenant, U. S. C.OOst Guard 
ReOl)rder 
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