' Subjs  Merine Board of Investigation; motor fishing vessel 1 X i, .

its Findings of Fact, Opinions and Hecommendations, has been

New Bedford, iass. on 20 November 1951 for the fis —grounds 1a tﬁ’-r'

" decided to return to New Bedford. On the return trip the master took
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l?angi.ng on Cuttyhunk Island on 26 Novemwber 1951, with loss -

1'.; ' . Pursuant to the provis
of the Marine Board couvensd b0

is forwarded herewith.

vicinity of Nantucket Lightship. On 26 November with about 10,000
of ground fish on bosrd, the master, dus t0 worsening weather conditions, .

Vineyard Sound Light. to be Uey Head Light md then took Cutiyhunk Iight - -
as & buoy to the entranoce of Quick's Hole. ims to this misidentification
of lights, the M:)X ¥. headed for Cuttybunk Iight thinking it wes the
entrance buoy to Guick's Hole and stranded-off the soutimest end of -

Cut; Island about _and_theret ;
‘wp, F# a result of this casuslly, five oftheqixmmm '
§% the time of this casuelty there was a northwest wind, force 8, rough:
northwest sea, exoellent visibility and temperstwre ranging from 35 %0
42 degrees F. R o

3. The Boord made the following Findings of Facts N

n1. The trawler MAM[ M., Official nimber 224625, length

6‘7.2 fto’ ﬁpﬂl 8-2 fto, hean 17.3 gt. was hullt at Las .
lagsachusette in 1925 and is currently owmed by fr. % P
Je. Burke, : _the eyor .
of @oucester, Mass., each of whon has a one=-hslf interest .
in the vessel. o o
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ng, Lreept for sighting Gay Hesd Light an hour or two after
passing Squibnocket green fleshing buoy, dr. N hed no
direct lmowledge of the movements, courses steered or the
navigation of the i X M. 28 he spent part of the time in
the engine room and part in the pillothouse. :

"9, The navigation of the M/ +¥ if, was supervised bty the
master, fr. ‘rthur Davis, who after sighting what was
assumed to be Gay Head Light, directed & changs of course
to Quick's Hole lighted bell buoy No. 1. The Board cammot
determine the bearing, the distance off Gay Head Light, or
course steered when the vessel made the change of course.
 In spite of r. [N insistence that they had sighted
Osy Head Light after leaving the Squibnocket green buoy,
there is 8 question in the minds of the Board as to whether
or not they had sighted Vinsyard Lightship insteed of Usy
Head at this first time. -

"0, The ' HY M. crow at this time saw no other naiigationii
aid light. _ S

"11, The speed of the !V ¥ ¥, during this time was slow, the

vessel was probably not msking more than two or three knots

into the rough northwesterly sca which prevailed in this area

about this time, The vessel wes also teking considerable spray

and solid water end was doing considerable rolling and pitching,
which made the sighting of snything from the low pilothouse very
difficult. _ '

%12, After ruming a set time in the directdon of Quick's Hole,
cs indicoted in finding 9 and not eighting it, the mester, Lavis,
decided to turn back towards Gay Head Light, get a new departwre
from it end return to Quick's Hole bwoy. A light was picked up
which was identified bty both Davis and [ as that of Gy

Head and which was approached untdl sbout 2200R when they reversed. . |

course again for Cuick's Hole buoy. Mr. Shepherd, while not
being able to describe Gey Head Light aocurately, believed the
vessel wos 300 to 400 yerds from it when they reversed course.

Ho also stated that the light which he sew and identified as ey .= -

Headﬂnseeondtimwasmamlightwhichhehndmﬂh“ ,
first time. Sqe finding No. Qe ’ .
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13, vhile the fathometer wes in operating conditiou up to
sbout an hour after passing "quibnocket flashing green buoy,

or until about 2000% to 21003}, it was inoperative after that
due to lack of an adequate amount of electrical power. This
lack of adequate power was dus to an insufficient generator
output due to the vessel running slowly and inefficient opera-
tion of the generator (sec £ 45 page 5). Of the four storage -
batteries on board, two were considered to be in fair condition

" and two were uscless. ‘

4. The MAMY . was exhibiting the following navigational
lightas the usual side lights, a white masthead light and
a stern light. he was fitted with en all round red light
above the masthead light es required by the Pilot imles for

& vessel when trawling. As far s H knew this light
wes not burning, but this point is oontroversial. ‘

n15. itr. I joined the orew of the M. M. for
the first time on this particular trip and previously knew
none of the other members of the_ crow,

"16. The Comnanding Officer, Chlef Boatswain
and [N E:1, of Vineyerd Lightshlp saw the
lights of what to them was a fishing vessel which had been
observed approaching the lightehip from the eastward for the
previous half hour, reverse its course at about 22101 on 26
liovember 1951 ond-stand up the Sound towards the south side
of Cuttyhunk Island, The observed course was estimated at
about ezst northesst megnetic, and the lights of this fishing
vessel were kept in sight until about 2315R. This vessel was
showing a red light above the masthead 1light in addition to
the regular rumning light as it approached the lightship.

" . The nearest approach to the lightship wes estimated by the

Commanding Officer to be between one-half and ons mile and
betweon two and three miles by ], the man on watch. -
The lightship mede an entry in its “passing ship record" at

2210 of the presence of this fishing vesszel.

%17, Becougse the course of the fishing vessel, after reversing,
wes taking it dangerously close to Sow and rigs lieef, the
Commanding Officer of the Vineyard Lightship ordered “ilcox

to keep 2 close watch on the fishing vessel. It was last seen
by him at 2315} apparently close under the lee of Cutiyhunk
Ieland where it was thought the vessel was proceoding to seek
the lee of the island. ' : '
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n18, The weather at Vineyard Lichtship between 2200.. on

26 sovember 1951 and 0400.i, 27 November 1951 was northwest,
force 8 (Beauford), rough northwest sea and excellent visibility.
The temperature ranged between 42 degrees F. at 2000, the 26th,
to 35 degrees F. at 0400, the 27th. All navigational aid lights
in the vicinity widich could be seen from the Vineyard Lightship
wers observed to be functioning. ' ) :

n19, After the last sighting of the lights of the fishing vessel
at about 2315, the 26th, no other signsls were seen from it or
from the vicinity of Cuttyhunk Island by the personnel of the

"20, That, with the existing northwest gale causing heavy surf
and spray to break over Sow amd Pigs eef and tho beach at the
southwest end of Cuttyhunk Island, it was difficult for persomnel
on the lightship, 3.4 miles away, to see ony signal from the
point where the MW ’i. strended. v

121, At the last sighting of the fishing vessel at 2315R, it
appezred to the Uommanding Officer, Chisf Boatawain

that the vessel had successfully passed Sow and Pigas Reef. -

No action toward slerting Cuttyhunk Lifeboat Station was made

by him ss there was no indication at that time the vessel was

or would be in distress as she scemsd to him to be under control
at all times. : ‘ _ ' '

©22, The fishing vessel logged by the lightship at 2210: when :
it changed course to ¢n east northeast direction and kept im .
view until 2315R wss, in fact, the iAW i, No one on board the
1ightship had any resson ‘to believe or know that the vessel
approaching it did not know they were headin; for Vineyard
Iightship and not Gay Head Light.

n23, Sometime after reversing cowrse at 2210H, o8 oited in
Findinge 12 and 16 and which the Board estimates as about
23004, the master, Lsvis, sighted a-light to port which he

" thought might be Quick's Hole buoy. He turmed to port with
the idea of getting sufficiently close to it to rexd its

merkings. Pbout 10 or 15 minutes later the ¥ :Y i, ran sshore
off the soutlrrest end of Cuttyhunk Island about 100 yards from
the beagh. The position where the vessel struck is indicated
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vy . [ sna Sostswain [ on Uss: s chart 277,
"exhibit 7. ihe 1light towerds which they turned wes in fact
. Cuttyhunk Light. The Board takes notice that it was low .
tide at about 23001 on 26 Novembur at Cuttyhunk Island when
the wvessel struck. The range of tide wzs about four feet.

n24. That after striking, the surf began bresking over the
vegsel ad eventually filled her living quarters and engine
room, thus making these speces inaccessible. '

%25, After stranding some of the crew attemyted to signal
with flashlights to the Vineyard Lightship. This continued
for two or more hours, but the signals were not seen on board
the lightship. The crew of the .i+.X M. could sea the deck
lights of the lightship. ‘

"26, Defore striking the beach, the M .:X ){'s radio became
inoperstive dus to the antemna‘s carrying awsy dus to the
sail's letting go, and the very wesk batteries not baing
gble to furnish sufficient power. The master made seversal
attempts to use the radio without success. Had the batteries
been sdequate the loss of the antenns would still have pre-
vented the functioning of the radioc. '

u27, Tet flares were aboerd, but these were insccessible in
the flooded forscastla. vidently the use of these was not
thought of before the forecastle hocame flooded.

128, While the Board has no knowledgze of the ne-igational
ability of Davis, it is evident that he did not have much
experience piloting the waters in which he was operating.
He hed mode only two or three trips es mester, previously
sexrving as engineer of the A X ., ‘

29, The . .Y il's dory was smeshed beyond usc when it was
launched ~fter striking. : o

n30. Thet, other than using flashlights in sn attempt to
signal their distress, no other means of meking a signsl
was tried. Fuel oil was not accessible in which to scak
rags, and what rags were aveileble were vet and would not
burn although such attempts were made.

-b -
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"31. That at about 3:00 a.m. on 27 November, as the surf wss
breaking over the 'Y :{, and the vessel was begiuning to
hreak up, and the crew who were wearing Kapok lifejackste
and had previously agreed to attempt to swim to the beach,

-~ 1t appeared to them that it was time to leave the vessel
ami try for the beach. There wers rocks in the vioinity
and serious danger that the men, after thoy were in the water,
might be throm sgainst them and injured before reaching the
beach 100 yards « &t this time Jose Periero was washed
overhosrd anc then « Tarvis ancd uevis then followed
M. It is presume. the othors, dano and .ochs, «ither L
entered the water st this time or were washed overbosard due P
to the sess bresking over the wessel. The pilothouse of the A
MY Y, had brokan loose from the hull about this time, '

"32, Lfter sometiie in the water, estimated as 30 to 45 minutes,
reached the beach at the bege of the cliff, climbded it

and found shelter in a2 shonty used to shelter goats. /fter IR

. light he saw and walked to 2 house sbout one mile sway. ‘s

. house was not then ococupied, but did have o telephone. Be ,

" oalled the Coast Guard and was connected to the Cut

Lifeboat Station, a short distance away. it that time he
was not sure of which island he was on or where the vessel
had etranded until later advised by the Coust Gusrd Lifeboat
Etation, .

"33. The Board tokes notice of the fact that the Coest durrd
oms a telephone ceble which runs from :fishaum Point nesr New
Bedford, mass. to Cuttyhunk Lifeboat Station. The New Lngland
Telephone vompany leases a circult of this cable to scrve four
telephones ou Cutiyhunk Island through the New Bedford exchange.
Thie fact slerted the officer-in-ch.rge of the station to the
probability that the call mﬂ originated on Cuttyhunk

Island. This cdll, 2t 0730, was the first. tion recelved
by the Coast Guard of the casualty. r. 'wag quickly -

locoted and brought to the station about a quartcr of a mile -

away .

"34. in intensive secrch was then conducted for possible survivers '
or for bodles of the other members of the crow of the .A.Y Y. The

following Cosst Guard units participated in the scarchs -

(a) vuttyhunk Lifebost ‘tation which pstrollod the beaches
by foot and with its motor lifeboat searched the vicimity
of the island. ‘_ : S nED
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(b) The o HO.&ifhi{ from Vioods fole was agsigied as
Oiflcer in Tectical sommand to couduct search
oparations. B

(c) The CG-83388 from "oods lole for genersl searching
of the Vineyerd Sound area.

(d) The fmphibious Patrol plin. UilG-1242. |
(e) Sezplene PBii /84728,
(£) The HO3S helicopter 235,

(2) The Gey Hoed Iifebost Station which searched the
beaches in its vicinity and furnished s motor life-
boat for offshore search in the area. :

w35, Boatewain [ of the Lifeboat Station sighted the wreck of
the W X .i. shortly after organising the searche The UFLG No. -
1242 also sighted the position of the wreck at gbout 0947, the
27th. ' o

#36, A1l of the five bodies of the crew of the WY . were
" Jocsated and eventually delivered to the lledicel xaminer at
New Bedford, Msss., for identification and proper disposal .

(a) The first body was siihted by the helicopter at
1420, 27 lpvemb.r and picked up by -the HO'NE.AM
at 1511 about 500 yerds north of Buoy No. 29 off
Oay Head, which delivered it to New Bedford that -
evening.

(b) The second tody was found on the beach northeast
of Gay Head Lifeboat Statiom by the crew of that
station at about 0300, Novamb:r 28th. This body
was loter identifiec as thet of Jose Santos Periero.

(¢) % body wes sighted by the helicopter at 0940 in
‘fonemsha Bight and this was picked up by the

(d) The fourth body was sighted by the rishing Vessel

‘ L. WING noer Muoy io. 29 at 0950, the 28th, inis
was picked up by the C(~36466 from (oy Head Lifebost
Station shortly thereafter. . o

—8-
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(e) The f£ifth body was sighted and picked up by the
HO ANBAM at 1010:t in poaition about a mile south-
wast of Buoy 0. 29. The Ci-83388 brousht tho '
last three bodies to New Dedford.

Id.-mtification of the bodies of the five members of the crew of

the 1Y . was mode by the Mediecsgl :xamin:rs, exhibits 1 through
5, indicated the following men lost their lives as & result of
this casualty:

Arthur Davis
hrarldo “iano
74lliam ;. Tarvis
Hanual Locha

Jose Santos Periero.

'"37. The lookout on tho 2000 to 2400 watch at the Cuttytmnk

Iifeboat Station watch on 26 November 1951, I O
Sl, saw the lights of a ship heedin,, east at about 2330, but
mo other vessels,

138, The lookout tower is a 50-foot mr located on top of the
highest point of the island, 154 fect above sea lavel. ‘s the ‘
clif?fs at the southwestern end of the island near where the o
AL T i. struck are 30 to 40 feet high, it is physically impossible
for the lookout at the tower to observe anything seaward tron th- :
top of the clisfs for svout 300 yards or more.

"39. &t no t.imc during his watch did Jeddick use the b:l.noculm
furnished to scan the wat:rs in view from his stati.on.

"40. The vessel struck the beach about 2,000 yards from the
lookout towsr.

vz1. That after atranding the naéhliglat signals could not be
seen st Cuttyhunk Lifeboet station lookout tower.

"42. hat priort.othe sailing of the 4/ .Y i. there was no
centrel, a.,ura.n record kept on shore of the names of the
crev."

The Board expressed the follawing Opdnions:

"1, That Davis was not oompetant as a navigetor oras &
pilot in these waters zs =videnced by his mistaking Vineyard
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Lightship for (ay Hesd 1ight and acceptin; Juttyhunk Light
as a buoy and turning toward it, thus stending into dager.

*2. That the st.randj.ng, of ths vessel was due exclusively to
errors in novigation.

"3, Hat lack of assistance to the 17 ¥ e - wes dus to the v
inzsbility of the crew to make adequate distress signals which
could be seen ond acted upon.

4. That 1t was remote that the signals of the flashlight could
be seen on the deck of the lightship 3.4 miles sway from the

~ beach where the il .X .{. struck, particulerly in view of the
e:d.aﬁ.ng see conditions and the surf breakinb over Sow and

"5, Thet if there had been s suitsble liferaft availatle on
bo:rd it might have permitted the other members of the erew
to safely reach the beach.

"6. That the Uoast (mard upon becoming aware of the casnalw
imnediately took all necessary action in the c:ase."

5. The Board made the following .scomnendations:

1. fhet in the interest of safety to 1life at ses the fessibility
of requiring fishing vessels, equipped with a dory, to carry & -
liferaft be explored. :

12, That a system be set up whereby fishing vesrels will leave
on shore & copy of & crew list prior to sailing,

%3, That fishing vessels of 15 groas tons or over be subject to
the inspection laws."

R4 KS

6. bcomandation 1 of the Board ang,pete that in the intareat of

safety of 1ife st sea the feasitility of requiring fishing vessele, equipped
with a dory, to carry a liferaft be explored. Under existing statutes the -
Cosat (mard has no suthority to require eithsr dories or liferufte or similer -
1ifesaving equipment on motor-propelled fishing vessels. iesirable action im .
this comncotion should, however, be brought to the attention of the fishing
industry by appropriate pcraonne]. under the Jurisdiction of the district
ooxmamier. . _

-10 -
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7o fhcomeridation 2 of the Goard suguests that a system be set

up vhereby fishing vessels will lesve on shore a copy of a crew list

prior to sailing. The Coast wuazrd has no statutery authority to ine-
stitute this requirement. .esirable action in this conmection should,
however, be brought to the attention of the fishing :Lndustry by appropriato
personnel under the Jurisdiction of the district comaander.

8. decommendation 3 of the Board to extend marine safety statutes to
require inspection and certification of fishing vessels of 15 gross tons
or over is not sustained, since the record eand report of the Board clearly
indicated that the stranding of the MAKY M. was due exclusively to errors
in navigation and incompetency on the part of the maater. In this connec=
tion, however, the following bills for the extension of the marine safety
stututes znd regulations to commercial fishing vessela are now before
vongress for consideration:

(a) Haete 1762 - 4 bill for the sefety of 1ife and property by
making all commercial fishing vessels subject
to the rules and regulations of the United
States coest Guard Marine Inspection, -

Inmduced Jmm ]4, 1951.

(b) S. 1286 -~ / bill to amend the Act of June 20, 1936, T
&8 to broaden the spplication of laws governing
the inspection of steam vesscls to vessels
propelled by internal-combustion eng,ines.
Introduced Merch 26, 1951.

9., Subject to the foreygoing remz—vrlm, it is recommonded that the "’indings‘
of Fact, Opinions and iecomnmendations of the Marine Boerd of Invutigation be

approved.
§
ctlng

Ind-l ' | i

: : 21 January, 1g62 -
From: <Chief, 0ffice of lerchant Marine safety
Tos Comnandant

Forwarded, recommendin; approval.

/s-
“pp-CVLD

JAN-24 19562

/s/ MLRLIN O'NEILL

MERLIN O*NEILL
Vice Adnmirsel, U. S. Coust Guard
Commandant
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