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- Froms: Chief, Merchant Yessal Inspesilon Divieion

Tos Commandan®

Via: Ghief, Office of Herchant darinae Safety

Subj: Waring Board of Investipatisug collision MV IDS ANGELLE { Smeddini)
and MB TURTLE, Sen Fraoncleco Bay, 26 Seplember 1952, with lose of
lifae

1. Purgunnt to the provisions of Tltle LB Z.F.R. Part l}ﬁ, ths rucord

af the Marine Beard convsned to loveriizate subjeet cosualty, together
with i1ts Findlngs of Taci, Conclusions and dscomusndeiions, has bean
reviewed and is forwarded herewdth.

2. On 26 Septomber 1952 the mouor freight vessel LOZ AHGFLINES (Swe ik}
of 4,908 g.t. departed San Francisco for sea, and the M8 TURTLE, & com-
verted LGP of 9 pot. with four passepgeras aml opsrator on board, dapsotes
Flaharman'a Wharf for Seusalito or Tiheren, Ssn Frencisco Bay. Toe wealior
s fedtewith good viaibility. The U035 ABGELIS, after passing Rlossem ik
Buoy, changed course %o the laft and on her port how sighted the TIRTLE.
After both vessals proceeded on collision courses, the LO3 ARIGLET bles =
one-blagt slgnal, the danger signal; amd finally reversod her ongiass alc
ohangsd courss hard rlght. The TURTLE nedlther heard nor saw the LOS AHULLES
until collision was lnevitable, whiclh occurred =t spproxdimately 1935. ¢

a result of this cosualty tha TORTLE asnk and the following Lhree poars . ors
s~ Joat thelr lives:

Mr. Haveld O.
Hra. Harold.ne Jodos
3. The Bosre mads the followin: Findings of Fact:

E1. On 26 Septewbor 1952 at abeut 1935 hours PUT, a eollision cceouwoved
on Scn Franclsco Bey, California betusen the Swedigh Yotor vessal ION [ ELES
ang the pesserger motorsoat TVRTLE i. a ponition about §00 y:rde moutin w5
of Aleatres Islund Light House, (US2:433 Chart ££35) ., Thia tﬂl]isiuurre-:'ﬁ:.t-eu
in ths sinking of the TUITLE with lovs of Wfe by drowning of thris rw.'i'r:'
passeTygers on the TUATLE, namely, Hr [ F-rold C. Twyer end Hes.
Harcldine Jonea.
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na . The wesga®s invelwsd woresd

() Me Swadish Vessel 105 JEINISS; hovo port, Sdockbolm, Swar.
pperated by the Johnson Ling whose Poolfie Voast Agents. are W.R. Chaca w
Chmpany, 2 Pime Street, San Francises, Califormda. Its Llpyd's Regiatry
Bumber is 8989, The vessael was built ot Halwe, Sweden, of Steol, in fwest
1948; lengtll 500 fest 3 inches; powezod by twin diesel engines snd fuaw
vevereinle piten twin serewa. Tha worsel ls equipped with an air vhlsils:
the cruieing =pecd is 194 kaots; pross Ionnsge 6908; net tomnage 3490.
Deep draft at the dime of the caswaliy was 410", The 105 AHGHLLS ds &
frefipht cczan vessel which carries 17U pascengers in the Jeandivavian Fos b
Pacific Trade.

(k) The presenser motorbosi TURTLY wes & sonverted a:-I0F, sqoice
bow landing eraft, built of wood at /lgonse, Hichigan in 19445 offfciel
number was 253948; of 9 gross tons avd 8 pet tono and was 34°03Y Lun langto.
The TURTLE was powered with a diesel engine of 225 H.P. Ueped by Levadd
Veat of Jerry's Buit Shep, 1675 0!Forroll Strect, San Fremelses, Collforsoa
and was documented for passenger servies. This vassel was ned sabjeet 10
inspection by the Uoast Guard.

e The westher conditions st the time of the cesusliy wera good
vigibility, with a s1light bresse frow Ghe west snd 8 slight soaterly chon
with zmsll swalls of about two feet. It was dusk and &t the ilme, gaiting
derk. There wes no fog on the Hey ard the tide wre ebblng in a weaterly
direction of about one or twe mota.

"4 The operator cnd master of (e TUGTLE, Charlss . setikion, was
operabin; ubder sutherity of his motcrbcat operator's licanse num®™.r,

B, issusd to him st San Froncis.s, Celifermis om 26 July 595G, o

took a [Mehing periy out at ubout 0620 hours on the dabe of wi: cavealy

and returned to the doek at about 1670 or 1700 heurs on the poae dote.
Inginded anong the perty were M¥r F Harold G. Dwyer and Mrs,. Heveline
Jomeg. Passengers were cherged §6.2¢ var parson Yor the day's ficudng. After
mooring at Fishermens "herf, locehbed adjpcent to snd on fhe cat sooz ol

pler 45, hstildan tsol Mr. G -rolc C. Dwyor snd dre. Harelsdine <uose
in his cor to Jerry's Bait Shop. Proa thars the party weah %o the homa oo
vr. [ Harc1e o- Deyer, whero :ondeiches, beer swl other aloohalic
beverasas ware sedvad. Froz the Dweoe's the parity, inclading the Dwyor 8
dog, wan® to the howe of ira. Hunoldine Jones where they plck=l up NN
I - W caughtar of Mre. Haroldine Jomes oter shilel: Ghey

b
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all proceedad back to the TU bottles of whiskey wase
passed eround in the car ond testl ficd thet ths adul vy

wara feeling apd showing the effects of the alcoholic beverages they had
consumad. They boarded the TURTLE at sbout 1900 hours end departed the
dock for & ctulme acrces the By with the imtention of hawlng dlnner at
Sausalito or Tibercon. The runming lights of the TURTLE were burning ewld
it headed in a dirsction to pass to the west slde of Alcatres Island.

nE. The L0S ANGHLiS, proceeding to sea in San Francisco Hay, was 12
charge of s Sen Francisco Bar Pllot, [N : =o0tor wiriver and
pllot who wes thon operating under suthority of his Callfornia Stata I luta
Idcense. ‘The 105 ANGELS wes procecding to sea at a epeed of about 24
knots. It passed about 100 yards southwest of Blossom “ock fuoy and thou
swung slowly on laft rudder to steady on courss 280 degraes trua. Shorliy

. after steadying on this souras the pilot, mankeraid 'of ficer on watch &l 3hted
the TURTIE sbout 3 points en the port bow about one mile off. The sta: suard
groen light, the white bow light, sz well na the hull of the TATLE wa:
obsarved approaching "roughly at right angles” (page 160 &% rcd) %o the course
af the L0S ANGEL:S, Both wvessels contimesd on thelir respagtive couroeds
until Pilot [ ostimated that they were & little more than ome=hall « e
apart fnd apnroaching on collision courses. The Pilot [ had in Me

hands the controls which sctivated the whistle of the L0S AdileS end ot this
time blew ones short blast on the whistle. The LNS PNGULSE® runming 1ifrte
were burninog.

- On board the TUATLE its operstor and four passengers wera im iha
pilothourse cabin, talking snd sighi-seeing. The cebdn was anclosed eocaph
for theopen=door on the-gtarboard side of the uft bulkhzad. Ko one wal
designated by the operator %o sct so lookout. The OUparator, tetilkdan rea

the dissel engine at sbout 700 RPY for a shortwhile after leaviog the wake

The vessel was not equipped with a tachometer and after the anglnc had

warmed, Astiklan set the throttls to where, by former pxpariangs, he delormined

the englne turmed 1200 RPM to give the spesd of 8 or 9
scceslons prior to the collision Aetikian prevailad upon
more or loes agulpst her deslre, to toke the whael of the TURTLE 2 L)

Jittle to the laft of & flashing red light deternined to be Polnt Fnox
light, lo:ated on the eouthwest end of ingel Island. Ko onz on the

TETLE had heard the first one shoxt blast given by the INS FNGEL.S, @ had
they heard any sobsequent blsata given by the LDS ANGLLES prier to the
oollision. At po time did the TURTIE sound its whistle.
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w7, Approximately one winute ufter the LS MGHLES sounded its om

blast signal and upon receiving no reoly, the pilet blew the dangar aignal,
Soth vessels continued to maintaln thieif respsctlv: cowrses and cpeads
spprosching on collision courses. Vhen the pilot :id not sce anyone on
dack ob the TURTLE after f» blew the danger signal., he ropeated tha danjar
rignsl ones or twice again. Then the two voseals vure about two ships®
lengths (1000 feet epart), the pilot ordered both ergines etopped snd “hem
full mtarn and the helm hard right. He blew three olasts on the whisti:
whan the engines of the 108 ANGTIES wers placed astem. The green light of
the TURTLY was obeerved up untll the time that it diisppsered from vies
under the port bow of the LOS ANGELSS.

*8. On board the TURTLE the oparator hed just turaed the wheel over to
for the second time. Astikian staricd to walk aft v the
cebin, to have a look out of the door bub befors he recched the dror ani when
he had walked only a few feet, he saw the IDS ANGEL:IS bearing dean on tlom.
He yalled "look out"; grahbed the wheel from [N ; -t it
hard loft snd sdvenced the throttle to full speed aheac, Within veconcs
aftar ha Pirst saw tha 103 ANO:ISS, the collision ocouryed. The 'ow of She
I0S HGHLES strucktihe starboard quarter of the TUHTLE. Detween ihe Hhu:
actions were taken to avold the collision snd the time of the colliwicn, it
was datermined that the L0S ANGEL:S had swung spprosdmaiely 3 to 4 yodiis
ts starbosrd end that ite speed was roduced considerablz, and that tis
TURTLE had swung a cortain smount to the left with its siead lncressec.

ng, After the collision the TWATLE filled with ¥isr and Astildan vug
able to assist and her mother, Mra, Heroldine Jomss
of the csbin, Ihe dog also got Ire: of the cabin. Ur. q Harol:
Dwyer wedt down with the TURTLE when it gank. Thore wes po time to ob™:im
lifea prosarvers.

"10. I, & UscG, Alcatraz idght House Aitends. . om
Ratch, witnossed the collision and he immadiately galled the 12th Coas’ Guard
Oi strlict Rescue Coordinetion Center which alerted the Usast Guurd waassla
nearest the scens. The WFB 83370 received the alert ai 1938 hours ab! was
under way 8t 1940 hours. It arrived at the acens at 1345 hours and Lo;am
rogcus ssarch ascompanied by two Coast Qusrd 40 foot snd ope Coast Ouat 38
foot patrol boate. Charles Astildun, * and Hrs. Haro. line
Jomes wape rescued in less then five minutes after arrival of the Loast Fuard
vapaels. The dog wes pleked up by = 1lifeboat vhich was leunched from i
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/™ UV LOS AMGELZS. The three survivors wera taken to the Hurbor bmergenay

Hospital whare Mrs. Haroldine Jomes was progounced desd. Her didghier,
h hed hept her sfloat until they were rageuad,

"ll. The 105 ANGELES notified tho Coast Guard by radie immedistely -Iter
the collision. After the search for dr. [ Pwyer was socured; the

105 AMOELES was permitted to proceed on its woysgs and the Commander, 1lith
Cosst Guard Detrict was edvised to sssme Jurlsdiction in the quastloning
of witnospes upon arrival of the I0S IMGELES in long Bsach, California
Matridt. The NS ANGELLS was not damaged in the collision.

niz. The body of dr. Herold C. Luwysr was recowvered flosting in Sam
Franciseo Bay om 7 Octobar 1952. His wife's body hae not yei been reccvired.
As an aftarwath of the trajedy, sccording to press reporis,
mhand u:‘. Mprg, Haroldins Jones, abtespted sulcide after the funeral of
wife.

de The Board made tha following Conclumions:

"1, The feilure of Charles Astiidan, Mester and “perator of the TUITLE,
to madntein or ceuse to be maintained, a proper lockout, ls hald io be ula
cause of the collision. Bis negligence in the operation of hisx vassel was
responsible for the collision and loss of life.

"2, The positions epd hsadiugs of the two vessels from ths time they
o~ Wera in sipht of each other untll the tims of eollizion was held to be o
orossing sitvation. As such the 108 ANOELES was required to hold ite course
end speed and the TURTLE was burdensd to keep clear of ond gvodd crosaing
ghead of the L0S ANGRLES. No oritlcism can be made of the exiresis manmwers
mede by the 105 ENGEICS to avoid gollision, nor wes thai wessel lrcking in
ita efforta to cell the sttemtion of the TUHILE to ite prescnce., ILie
whistle wes loud sod olear. It suffered no “ailure of material and ite
parsonnel ware alert to exmeute the pllot®s ordaras promptly snd effielonily.
Astildian's testimony thet he followed two couwraza and that the situatlon
batween the twe vesscls was an overtaking sitmation was not substantistad,

Hi:n” testifisd that she steared for thy same rod 1ight
(Point Enox) on sach of the two occsesions she held the wheel. Tera bimoy
of orficers on the L0S FNGELES, as well as the two witnosses on fleatraw

Islend, is unonimous that the vearels wers approaghing each other st socut
right sngles, snd that this situsticn did not change.

L I8 Charles Astiklen testified that ofter he sew the IOS ANGILES #orl
hollared "look cut,” he turned the wheel of the TURTLE to the right. Blaa
I = ot ed he turned 1t to tha loft and the pilot on the
108 AMIKILS teatified he observed the TUaTLe swing to pert hefore 1t dise
appesrad from alght under the bow ol the 105 ANGELES.




-

#

Tadel O MYD Dowision to 5 Jarr ey 1652
Comtsnaant (108 AMIELFE -~ TURE «
2-12 Bd.)

LR W [N, - though only lysars of age, was found te
be a mature and competent witnesa. OShe sppeared # of her stotsmants and
gmara of her responsibllity as a witness before the board. Gontrays:to L.as
iy, v Astikisn was found to be a vary uarellsble witness. ile ¢ s rsd
to be grasping for straws in an effort to clear himself of responuibdli o
for the oollision. His estimates of times, courses sieared, positiom o
1ights, were vague and changing so that the board found it impossible 1
utilize e testimony more than was absolutely necessary.

"5, Article 29 of the Inland Fules to Prevent Collisiens (37 USC z2i)
provides thet: "Nothing im thage rulee shall exonerate any veasel ar tl.: owner
or mastar or crew thereof, from the consequences of any neglest to caryy
lights or signsls, or of any meglect to keep a proper lookout, er of th
peglect of any precsution which may be required by the ordinay practlce of
seashn, or by the spaclal circumstances of the case.” Fecsuse lives wur:
destroyed am a result of psgligence and insttention to duties by Charle: H.
Astiicisn, in the operation of his vessel, he s gulliy of wioleting 18 330
1115, (destruction of 1ife cawsed b mlsconduct, negligence, or inattenion
to duties on part of ship's officers) and he should be held to the pensllies
provided. The sa{sty of passengers on board s vessel, regardless of 1ia
type or size, iz sole&ly dependent upon the person or persons operating iie
vessel, They h.ve every right to arxpect that all precautions for tnelr
gafe passage will be taken and that all laws ensgted for thoes:fety of

their 1ives and property will be observed.

"6 The record shows that all parties engaged in the rescus alfert:

scted in an efficlont mapner. The crew of the LOS JMNGELTS ronderod age.slenco
by lowering a boat promptly, playing e sesrchlipght on the scons and marcaver=
ing clsar of the wrecksge. The prempiuees im which the collirion was - rorted,
together with the efficlency of cormumlcationr facilities ond the proc;iness
with mhigh the rescus vessala responded, no dodbt was lnstrumentsl In caving
the lives of the two survivors.

ne, During the couwrssof the Bosrd's Investigetion, Cherlzs J, ast’ isn
wos advised that a cherpe of neglience for falluwre to malntain o propiw
Yookout on the TUHTLE would be praforred against him under the provisicrs

of BS 4450, am amended. On 6 Octobur 1952, in accordence with 40 OFR
137.05-7 (&), (b}, Astikisn, by affidavit to a duly suthorlzed Investi :ting
Officor, surrendered all rights to his license in order to wvold the c..rge
owpd hearing ssainst him."

&
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S5a The Sonrd made the follsming PFecommendstions:

"l. Tha civil penslties sgainst the TURTLE amd ite opsrator prowd lad
for violstion of 33 USC 221 may not be invoked im thds casuslty =nd thas
sction therefor is not recommended.

"a. The record shows that a representative from the U.S. Dlsuriet
Attorney's OffYce was invited to be presant during the Boardis liwestiistlon.
Howsver, no sppearsnce from that office was entered. It is roco saonded
therefors, that the originel and one copy of this record be forwverded bir

the Commandant to the U.5. Atiorney General, with a reguest for sciion by
the U.5, Matrict Attorney having Jurlsdietion, toward proecoution of
Charles N, patikien under 1B USC 1115,

"3. A1) posaible actlon has been telten by this Board of Investigeilon
and 1t is recomiended that this file be closed.”

6. It is recommended that the Findings of Fact, Concluasiobe and
Hooommendati ons of the Marine Bosrd of Investigation be approwveds.
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FITST INTORSHA=NT TO MVI memorandum of & January 1953 H :
13 Jennery 1953

' From Chief, Office of Merchant Harine Safety

To: Comendant

Subj: Marine Boacd of Investigation: collimion MV 105 MMGSINS (dwacish)
and 4 TWRILE, San Franclezo Bay, 26 Seplember 1952, wlth loss of
1life

Forwarded, reacommanding approval.

APPHOVED:  Janm 14 1953

4ERLIN OYNEILL
Vice Admiral, U.5. Ceast Gusrd
Commandus ¢






