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' e UNITEE STATES COAST GUARD
rﬂh:lrl‘ruus Repiy to: JRvV1
- COMMANDANT 12 July, 1250
U, S« Comat Guard File: (LORRAINE a-5 Bd)
Hesdquarters
Weshington 25, D. C.
From: Chiaf, Merchant Vessel Inspection Division
To: Compandant
Tia: Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safety
Subj: Marine Board of Investigation; Tug M/V LORRAINE, sinking of in
lower Chessapeake Bey on § April, 1560, with loss of lils.
1. Fursuant to the provieions of Title 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the record of

the Marine Board convVened to investigate subject omsualty, together with its
Pindings of Fact, Opinions mnd Recomendations, hag besn reviewsd and is for=
warded harswith.

2. The tug LORRAINE of &8 s8 tons, wes built in a_ateam vegsel,
tut during the middle part of 1930%'s due to steriorated condition of her
, 8ha was converted to m motor vasasl and thereafter was axempt from

 safety inspection and certification requirements. At about 0210 9 April, 13860,

the LORRAINE in an unseaworthy condition, with & crew of seven, while towing a
coal laden tarpe from Newport News, Virginia to Camden, NHew Jersey, dus to ln-
creaging wind and sea, found it necessary to anchor the barge of' f the

- Emppahannock River. Thereaftar, while proceeding inte Whitestone, Virginia

for shelter, the aft peak tank becams flooded, the vessel bumped the bottom
under the aft peak deterilorated hulkhead causing it to give sway, [locd the
snzine room and thus sink the wessel approximately 2500 yards off Windmill

Point Lighthouse.

- Ag a result of this easualty, the follewing eix persons aboard the
LORRAINE lost their lives.

John G. Woods, Hate =
fiilliam F. Jaflarson, Chief Enginesr = IH
ichmond, Virginis
Edward M. Kellum, Assistant Engineer - [N
Bltimors, Haryland

0llie Fudgine, Seassn - Vewpoart News, Virginia

Norman G« Flsher, = AWRT 8

Lester Les, Cook = mltimore, Harylsnd, ¢/o Miss
Doris Lee

& The Board made the following Findings of Fact:

"{1) That the LORRAINE was en oil screw motor tug, official Mo.
126309, 380 horsepower, 98 pross tons, 37 net tons, tuillt in
1885 at Camden, New Jersey; owned by Eastern Transportation
Compary of Baltimore, Maryland.
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- {2) That the LORRAINE departad Newport News, Virginia, for
Camden, Now Jersey at 1100 April 8, 1950, with the barpe AJAX
wnd 4,000 tons of coal in tow; thet the wemther at time of
doparture was good; and that the following crew membars wors

on board :

Haster =
Mata - v Odg,

Chief Engineer - Willimm F. Jefferson,

. 5ichmond, Virpinie
sassstans snginner -~ Steerd . verior, [
ltimors, Maryl

Soaman - Ollie Hudgins, NN Fewport News,
A Virginia
oooman - Norman G. Fisher, Lewsg, Delaware AN ”arﬂﬁ

Cook ~ Lester Les, ::fn Miss Doris Lee, _

Mltimore, Merylend
(3) That the LORRAINE mnd tow procesded up Chasapeake Imy
paesing Woll Trap Lighthouse between 2030 and 2100 on B April
1860 with fuvorable weathar meking about five knots over the
bottom.

Norfolk, Tirginis Exf nPa

Wostmont, New Jeruey . a57ed of dp
[ rs Foureps £5

(4) That shortly after midnight the wind incressed from the
o~ northwest meking up a choppy ses.
{5} That at about 0200 on 9 April 1960 the wind and sem had
inocreaged to such sn extent that the mats who wes on watch
advised the captain he was poing to anchor the large AJAX off
the mouth of the Reppuhannock River and proceed into White-
stone, Virginia, to awanit more favorable weather conditions.
Erown, the captain, apreed to this proposed action.

5 {8) That the barpe AJAX was anchored in the vicinity of
Rappaharnock Spit Lighted Bell Ruoy at 0210, 9 april 19G0.

(7) That during the operation of anchoring the barge AJAX
ne physical contact was mede by the LORRAINE while casting
of ' the towing hawger.

{8) That after seeing; the hewser clear the mate hesded the
LORRAINE inte the Rappahannock River toward Whitestone,
Tirginia, while the captein returnsd to his reom off the wheal-
house .

(9) That after dropping the tow the wind increased in

valocity and the seas built up from northwest emuging water to
eomé over the starboard reil and flood the deck aft.

~ _ - 2=




RS

) i ) . i
. Thi oo desk veres atorn CaG LiaFahom SoHily, EMEYTE
EeG e o oerslle il ol Ll

f1i. Thmb shestly oite= lzew.ng Windmill Poise foaphbhooss o
atosboard the Azsistont hejitesr (Kallux) reported in jperain
tc Lne Ewte on watch i the sheslhousd thal watear wmg coming
1nto the ony;ins rocr iron tne alt paaic tank.

{12} <“hat the captain everhoaricg e ropcrt to the mate on
wetch procweded Lo the deck aft, while the tug was keaded up
fnko the wind and sea [Nn}, o swsverbain the causs of the
sipine rOOB tRLing weLer.

{13) “hat upen arylvang sl't the ceptain discowersd water on
deok up to his kneesz end = penhole cover %o the aft peslk taric
missing. The oil drum had Lroken its lashinge and the Lewaers
wers sentbored about the deck. The comming of the wnecovereat
penhole sus under water.

{14] That the ceptein vade sn attsupt “o find the sanhols
cover tut was wisuccossful. Ome of the ssamen (Pioher) wae
ardered by the captain to omll the other soumwn and oook,

(16; That the captain then made hig way formard on ihe port
gide wnd loclked into the engine rocm whors He cosarved *tha
chlef esagineer wnd asslstant engineer beiow him working ricar
the suxillery bWlge pumps. Tha capbain observed mors w Lar
Ltham waual in the after part of the engline raom.

{16) That the aeaman and swok srrived sad were ordeved to go
up oy the lifaboab.

f17) Trhat the capisin “hen raturned to the wheelhoyss where
the mate wos eitompting te use the radio-telephone %o tell the
Conat Cusrd. A8 the mabe wis unguccwssful tho ceptsin triaed
te pet ihe radio-telephone ia opoaretion bt wis also unsuccesd-
fal.

[18) Thut by thie tlms the veseai Tegan to settls rapidily
whereupon the captmin and tls mele 1eft the whasihonse around
0500, 9 Amedl, 13850.

(13) That ws the vesssl wes sinking the two erpinuore called
up +the port sida teo those Ly tha liTeboat that the toat wea
going down. The two seamun and cook wemwt over the bow. ¥hen
ihe vesgel want down the top of the wheslhouse and Captain's
eutin Flomted off with the captain (I o top of the whael -
fousd. The mate (Woods) sl nesletont onzineer (Eellum) wors
in the wator nearbr and mannged o pet on with M




Chief, ¥VI Division te 12 July, 1580
Commandant W1 (LORRAIVE a-5 B

Lt

(20} That all harnds had on life Jjeckets when lact seen by

(21) That the wessel senk 2,500 yards 335 degrees true from
¥Windmill Point Lighthouse.

(22) That the wheelhouse wreckapge with Floods and Kellum
on toard drifted south-gouthesst past Wi Foint Lighthouge.

(23) That during the course of drifting Woode and Kellum were
wished off the wrockage by the soas prevuiling at the timas.

(24) Thet I wes sighted on the wreckase and rescued in a
gemi~conscious condlition by the MV JOHM WARD of Deltaville,
Virginie, at sround 0600 3 April 1550.

(25) Thet [Jwes btrought to Deltaville, Virginie, where he
rocelived medicrl attentlon and the District Operatione OfTice,
oth Comst Gumrd Dletrict)}) was notified of the casuslty at 0745
8 april 1950. ’

{26) That all persone on hoard the LORRAINE with the exception
of [ 1ost their lives by drowning.

(27) That the iodles of the following have been recoversd:
Mate = John G. Wooda

Chlal' Enginesr - William F. Jefleraon

Assigtant Enginesr - Edward M. Kellum

Seaman = MNorman G. Flaher

Beamin = 0llie Hudping

Cook -~ Leater Lae

(28) That - holds able seamarn, lifsboatmen and tankermants
cortificates ilssusd by the U. 5. Coast Juerd.

(29) That the lifeboat having a nine-psreon capacity was crder-
od preparad for lowering tut could not be launched due to the
starkoard list of the vasael.

{30) That tike COC MONMICAN found the lifeboat in & vertlical
poeition with one end out of the sater about 12 inches.

{31) That the lifetoat identified by [l =e being from the
LORRATME conteined s menufacturer'se plate with the Lollowing
date:

Biilt by = Chag. 5. Tossiter & Co. Baltimorae, Md.
Eipgg 147 x §' x Z.2' Cu 't 91
Ho. TT2 tio. Feos. 3

~ Ho. 18 BRG Cauge Date July 0B
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{32) That the letters LORPAINE were obsérved on the port how
under recently applied red paint.

(33) That there were rusted out holes locatod as follows;
{1} Starboard aft Yy draln hold - one 2" x 3©
{2} Port side al't pertoard strake - one 2% x 4",
{3) Startoard gide forward garboard strulte, one
13" to 3" x 10.

{34) That the serew cap and ball check for the drain hole wers
missing.

{35) That the outeide of the lifeboat was painted recently but
the boat had not been removed [rom the chocks e the ares where
the boat rested in the chooks hed not been painted.

{36) That the lifetoat could not have floated in its present
condition.

{37} That the life lineg around the gumwale were misslng, having
beon cut or Lorn away.

(38) That the LORRAINE was converted rom steam to dlessl in
1927 and wee mot subject to inspection from that time.

{39} That the aft psak Wilichead was in such condition that the
alt peak tenk could not be used Lo carry water. An attempt had
been made by the owners to repair it. A coment patch was pliced
apainat the bulkhead from the inasids to a haight of three to lfour
fest from the bottom. Thie did nob prove successful and ne
further atteespt was made to repair it.

{40) That chain ballagt was substituted in place of the previoua
watar llast giving the vessel approxisately the seme trim eft.

(41} That the LORRAINE had last been hauled out on 24 Felruary
15330 for replacing the propeller and bottom éexamination.

{42) That the CG Marbor Tug MOMICAM, the Of 83312, and a plene
from the Coust Juerd Alr Station Flizabeth Clty proceeded without
unressonabla delay afisr firat notice of casunlty to search leor
survivors.™

G The Reard expressed the Lollowing Opinions:

(1) That Vioods the relief cuptain and mate wae an older and
more experienced san. [ hed o tendeney to loon considerably
on his judgment (Woods) us in the cass of Weeds' decision te
anchor the bmrps AJAX,
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(2] That [ =pparently ¢id not rewlizs the responeikilities
of being racter of w vesasl in fakipg care of lifesaving equip
ment end seaing that Lhe veseei wase in pood operating condition
at all times.

(3) That when the alt peak tank was diecovered full of weter

the vesgel was proceading towsrd 10 to 12 feet of webter on
Ruppehannock Spit. Thie full tank plus the chein tellast set

the atern down threse to foyr foet Salow the normal rumniop draft
af mhout ten feet to where the vessal was drawing ebout 13 teo 12
feet. As the vossel procesdsd ahesad 1t lumped the bottom undsy Lhe
aft peak tulkhead causing it te give wey flooding the sngine roam.

. Ag the stern wae alreedy under weiter with the marhole cover off

it wee & matter of & very fow minutes before the engine room end
aft peak tank tecems Clooded sinking the vessel. After the wossol
bumped the bottom its momentun carried it over Intp deeper water
whare 1t gettled on the bottom with part of the stack and pest

showing atove water.

4 That the danger of the situation wag not realized in time by
bu no effort was mads to atandon the vessel immediately

ter it was discoversd that the wesssl was in a sinking conditicn.
{E8) That the lead of the boat Calls would have made it vary
diffiosult even under the best of conditiens o leunch the 1ife-=
boat over the side.

{6} That the garboard strakes in the ahell of the lifeloat wars
in m deteriorated condition for some time becwuss when it firset
floated of the chocke the metal in way of the choclim became
leosened loaving holes which sank the 1ifelsat. It is very doulbt-
ful that thie game lifebort was put overlsard throe months
previcus to the vesesel’s siniging and rowed around.

(T) That no fire mnd boat drills were ever held to have tha crew
prepared for any smergency.

{8} That the LORRAYYE wae in sn unseeworthy condition when
doparture was taken {rom Newpert News, Virginia, st 1100 8 April
laghp.®

The Pard made the fellowing Recommandations:
(1) Thet legisletion be sought wheraly towing vessels over 20

gross toens prepelled by internekl combustion engines come under
the inspection laws apnd repuletions.
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(2) That the cese be sutmitted to the Departmemt of Justlce
for posgible prosecution of the master and the owners of the
tug LORRAINE for violation of 1 ©.5.0, 1118."

RURES

Ta Recommendation I of the Foard suggests that legisletion be sought to
require towing vessels propelled by internal combustion engines, over 50 Eross
tons, to come under the inspection laws wnd repulations. The Acting Commender,
Sth Coast Guard Distriet in his endorsement recommends that mll diesel propeiled
inland tuge come under inapection particularly those excoeding 20 years of ape.
General recommendations to extend the marine safety statutes ard regulations
thereunder to uninspected vessals in the interest of sal'ety are of no value to
HQ. In view of many previcus efforts to oltain the sxtension of marine safety
statutes end regulations thersunder, to uninapected vessels , with unsucocessfyl
regults, reccomendations to be informative and helpful in influencing %he en-
soctment of correctlve legislation, should be confined to or at leagt include
the specific requirements of exleting marine saloty statutes or repgulations
thersunder that would or could have prevented the casualty under investigation.

8. Proposed bills encompassing leglelation suggested by the above reccmmenda-
tions are now befors Congress for consideration. Such bills are ag follows:

(e} HR 7710 - & bill to apply the marlne safety statutes and
regulatlions thereunder to all motor vessels over 16 groas
tons except pleasurs vessels and vessels enzeged in the
Figheries.

(b) HR 464 - A bill to apply the marine safety statuotes snd
refulations thereunder to all seagoing motor propelled
vegsels .

(e} HR 3254 - A Hill Lo extend the marine saloty statutes and
regulations thereunder to seagoing metor fishing vessels
of 15 gross tone or over.

(d) HR 4450 - A bill to require licensed officers on motor
vestels atove 100 pross tons with certain exceptions for
yachte and [ishing vessals.

8. Recommendation 2 of the Poard states that the owners of the LORRAINE
should be cited for the criminal violstion of 18 7.8.0. 1115. This statuta
provides that when the omner of amy vessel is e corporation, amy executive
officer of asuch corporation, for the time being actually charged with the
control and manegement of the operation. equipment or navigation of such
vegaal, who has knowingly and willfully ocsused or allowed frawd, neglset, mis-
comiuct, or vielation of law, to cause logs of life, shall be fined not more
than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than tan yesrs, or both. The Board ghould
have definitely indicated the offlcer or officers of the Eastern Transportaticm
Company that were responsible for the unseaworthy condition of the LOKRAINE
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whish resulted in the sublect casually. From & review of the reoopd, it
would appear that ¥r. Jomeph E. Hoopsar, Presidsnt of the Eastern Trans-
portation Company was the responsibls officer contemplated by said statute.

10, The provisiong of 46 V.5.C0. 608 providing thet if any porsoen knmowingly
sendg or attempts to send or iE party to the sending or atteapting to cend
end Americosn ship to sea; 1o the lforeipn or coastwise trede, in such an unsea-
worthy state that the 1ile of any peraon is likely to bo therely ondancered,
shall be pullty of a misdemeancr and subject to [ine and lmpriscnment, wire
also violeted and ghoyled have boen g2 lndicated by the Fourd.

11. The record of subject cRsuality. containing evidencs of eriminal
liabllity en the part of the master and the above named offlesr of the Reskarn
Transportation Company, will be referred to ine United States Attorney Goneral
for prosecutlon through the Pederal District Attorney of the Distriet havinop
Jurisdiction under the provisions of the crimine! code.

12. Subject to the foregoing remarks, it is recommended that the Findings

of Fact, Opinions and Recommendations of the Merine Posrd of Investipation e
approved .

Ind-1 26 July 1950
MVI (LORRAINE a-5 m)

From: Chiefl, Office of Kerchant Marine Saletly
To: Commndant

Forwarded; recommending approval.

APPROVED 31 July 1950

E!l! !'HEILL

Vies Admiral, U, &. Coast CQuard
Copmmndant
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Taoz Chief, Tegal Division MVl .
From:  Chief, Merchant Vessel Inapection Division DATE: 9 Aupast, 1950
Via: Acting Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safeby (IORRATNT. a=5 Bd)

Subject: Marine Board of Investipation; Tup MV IN"REINE, foundering of in lower
Cheaapeake Sy on 9 Aoril, 1950, with loss of life

la The record of subject casuwalty indicates that due te the unsemworthy
condition of the tug IORRATWE she foundered in lower Chesapeake Bay, 9 horil,
1950, with the less of 1ife of six crew membars, Acoordingly, duplicate records
of investigation of subject casvalty are herewith forwarded for transmittal to
the Tnited States Attorney Gemeral as such records contain evidence of probabile
eriminal 1iability on the part of Mr. Joseph E. Hooper, Prasident of the Eastern
Transportation Gompany, Daltimore, Maryland, which officer was resyonzible for
the seaworthiness of the tug IDRRAINE at the time she foundered. .

2. Criminal 1iability ageinst Mr. Hooper arises out of the violation of
the following atatutes:

{a} L& U,5.0. &858 = Eaﬁding an unseaworthy vessel to sas
{b) 18 1.5,C. 1115 - Negligent and unlawful destruction of life
3. It is desired that all correspondence and memoranda arising out of subject
casnalty or received in relation thereto, be filed in the Casualty File MVI
{ LONBATNE a-5 Bd). '
bs. Tt is the recommendatisn of this Division that a copy of the letter trans-

mitting the subject cesualty to the United States Attorney General be:.forwardsd
to the Commander, Sth Coast Guard District, for his information mnd ready reference.

Dunl, records - -

Tncls.

Tnd1 : 9 August, 1950
: {IORRAINE p-5 Bd)

Fromi Acting Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safety
Tos Chief, Legal Diviaion

"Forwarded, E .

R. L. RANEY






