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{LIBERTY - ael2 B4)

Marine Board of Imvestigation; tromching of M/P LIBERTY, entrence
to Bodege Bay, California, 10 May 1955, with loss of life

l. Pursvant to the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R. Fart 136, the record
of the Marine Board of Inweatigation ocrvensd to izvestigate subject
castalty, together with ite Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Beoom-
mendationa, has been reviesved,

2. In the afternocn of 10 May 1955 the inspected passenger motorboat
LIBTRTY, of 25 got. and &4 feet, © inohes length, with eleven passengers
and two crew mombers on board, uss returning to Bodega Bay, California,
from a fishing excorelion at sea. The wind was northwest, force 2, visi-
bility elear, swells west northwest approximstely 8 feet high, When
rourding Bodega Hasad for entrance into the Bay, & large swell overtook
the LIBERTY and bteoke into a comber on the after half of the vessel,
causing her to broach and sweeping poven persons into the aea. Bo other
gvells vere sesn to break in the viecinity elther before or after the
casualty. The fishing motorboat LIEERTY wes in olose prowimity to the
paszaenger motorboat LIGETTY at the time the sasualty occurred and ploked
up the seven persons washed overboard, but unfortunntely in the twenty
mimute rencus oporation, three of the passenpers washed overbosyd lost
their lives by drowning. After the ropoue operations, the fishing vessel
LIFERYY towed the motor passonper wessel LIRLETY into port.

3. The Tindinga of Feot, Conelusions, and Hecommendntions of the Marine
Eoard of Imestigetion convened to lnwestipate subject casualty are
appraved .

J. A, HIRSHFIELD
Rear Admiral, U. 5, Coast Guard
Acting Commandant
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REPCET
of a
BOARD OF INVESTIGATION

convenad at

Appraisers Bullding, 630 Sansome Street
San Franeisco, Californis

By order of

The Copmandant, U. 5. Comat Gnard

Mo imuire into and investigate the broaching of the motorboat
LIZERTY while croesing the bar at the entrance io Bodega Bay,
Celifernis, on 10 ¥ay 1955, with loas of life.




From: Marine Board of Investigetion
Tos: Commandant (MNVI)
Tia: Commander, 12th Coast Cuard District (m) -

Subj: Broaching of M/B LIBERTY, entrance to Bodega Bay, Califcrnia,
10 Mey 1955, with loas of life,

1. Puorsoant to snthority vestsd by R.S5. 4450, as amended, and regulations
thereunder, ths record of the Marine Board comvensd to investigate subject
camaalty is forvarded herevith.

2. The Marine Board met on 16 May 1955 at Sonoma, Califernis and again

on 19 May 1955 at the Office of the Commander, Twelfth Coast Guard Distriet,
Marine Inspection Offics, 630 Sansome Street - Room 421, San Francisco,
California, and in sccordance with parsgrapk 2 of Commandant (MFI)

latter dated 17 May 1955, Fils (LIBERTY - a-12 Bd), the Marine Board

tupon concluslon of the inveatigation, mekes the following Findinga of

Fopot, Coneluslons and Recommendations:

IDRIGS OF FACT
1. Om 10 May 1955 at about 1530 hours, FOT, a casualty cccurred to the
1/B LIBERTY 0.F. 217395 when it was struck by a treaking wave while

at a position about 700 yards west of Bodegs Rock, (USC & 05 Chart 5603).
This casualty resulted in damege to tha port and -
loss of life by drowning of thres (3) pessengers on the LIEERTY, namely,
Mr. Chelso Fedroncelli, Mr. Feter Mancuso, and Mr, Curtis W. Rish.

2, The LIBERTY, O.N. 217395, 25 '6" in length, and 12'10"
bear is owned and operated by Mr. of Bodega Bay, Californis.
This passanger motorbost 1s used a8 a
Bodega Bay, Califcrnism, It was built of wood at
in 1918, and completed its last anmusl imspection at Bodega Bay, Callfornla
on 26 August 195.. The certificated routs of the M/E LIBERTY is for
Bodega Bay; also to sea not exoesding 15 miles from Bodega Head, during
daylight boure only. This vessel has fiwe watertight bulkheads, and is
powered by taio 225 HP Sterling gasoline engimes which cperats through
planetary reduction gears to two propeller shafts. The total mmber

of paraons allowed is thirty-two.

3. The weather conditions at the time of the casualty were: wind, H.W.
force 23 visibility clear; swells WIW approximetely 8' high.




EINDINGS OF FACT (Continued)

4, The operator and master of the LIPERTY,
under authority of his motorboat operator's license fgsoed to
him at Sen Francisco, California on 15 September 1953. tock a fishing
mrty of 11 pessenpgers and two crew men from Bodega Bay et approximetely
0700 on tha date of the cosmalty. FPassengers paid ¢5.00 per person for
tha day's fishing. The vessel prooseded through the passage north of
Bodega Rosk and then to fishing grounds up the ococast off Fort Ross. No
rough seas or strong wvinds were encountered. On the return to Bodepgs BHay
the vesrel crulsed at approximately 12 kmots, The aize of the northweaterly
sWells increased, but the boat was running with the swells and wae riding

easily, Nomne of the passengers or orew [elt conoern for any lmminent
Sangsr. The mster parmitted the sngineer, Mﬂ@h the
vepeal on seweral ooceslons on the retors to 2i . M¥r,

hag no motorboat operator's license, he has 26 ysars experiencs on ng
veosels,

wae operating

5. When the vessel was rounding Bodega Hesd, the mester was on the after
deck making financial arvangemsnts with Mr, Mancuso and Mr. He
had yet to declde whather to proosed through the channel north of Bodega
Gock or to pass south of Bodege Rock, It appeared that there were hsavy
swells in the north passage, Therafors, prior to the casualty, the vesssl's
cotrss vas muintained at 090° magnetie which track would pass close to the
Fleshing Red Buoy "2", 33E of Bodega Rock. Approximately 1530, two large
gvells pansed under the LIBERTY without omusing it to veer off course,
Several persons lncluding the helmsman then glanced aft and saw a mach
larpesr swell overtaking and starting to 1ift the boat. In aplts of the
helnsman's desperate afforts to course, the boat veered to
etarboard down the face of the swell. The crest broks over into a comber
and crashed onto the after half of the boat. This swept seven men into
the sea and broached the LIBERTY. In broa

to port. At this time the side of the enginercom deckhouse became subwerged
and than bucklad. The water which then entsred the englneroom {looded the
engines atopping them. No other swells were seen to break in that vicinity
elther before or after the capualty

&, The fishing boat LIBERTY, 0.N. 217450, was underwvey spproximately 200 yards
fron the party flshing boat and caps to the rescue immediately. All of

the seven who had been wmehed overboard were taken aboard the fishing boat

by its operator, ¥r. N 2! his tvo-man crev. Three of thess pérsons
had drowned during the twenty minute rescus operation. The party flshing
boat LIBERTY was then taken in tow to Bodega Bay, Californds. '
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PINDINGS OF FACT (Contimued)

The following witneasss were interviewed:

- rescoed fisherwan

- redousd fisherman

- resoued fisherman

= rescnad deck-hand of the LIBERTY
- fisherman

= fisherman

. I - fisbersan

. I

M,

e,

¥ I
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M.,

ve.

- master of the resous
waspal LIBERTY

- dackhand




SOCLIBIO

1. At appraximetely 1530 FDT, 10 May 1955, the /B LIFERTI 0.N. 217395

vas struek by s large wave which broke over the ptarboard quarter. This
party fishing boat, carrying eleven passengers and a three-man orew k
hed shown no unseaworthy cheracteristics in riding the uvertaking

elght foot swells. One execeptionally large swell broke into a comber

and engulfed the after section of the vesssl sweeping seven men lnto

the sea, It is apparent that no sea or wind sonditions could bave
forevarned the master or halmaman of the M/B LIBERTY of the posslbility
that such a easualty might oceur., As statad In the tagtimony, nooe

sboard felt any sepse of danger until it was {oo late to take any

remsdial sction, At this time the meater of ibe boat was on the

afterdeck, but the boat was being navigated by' a competenk: seaman of ™
wide experience. Sufficient lifejackets wers aboard for all passangers,
but, none of the passengera or the crew felt he sense of danger that
would motivate them to ask for or to wear ome. It is of little

importance that after the casualty all hands 1xight concsde that they
should have been wearing the life preservers.. However, it is only -
by the wearing of life preservers that the eff'sct of thin casualty

coiald have besn minimized. ,

2. At the time of the casualty, the side of th: engineroon) deckhouss
buckled. Ses water entered the machinery spacs and shorted ‘out the.
engine ignition syatems, The vessel then had to wait for the fishing
boat LIBERTY to reseus the four survivore, the tiree decsased,.anl thon
take the party fishing boat in tow. Bscause of tie damage suff

by the LIBERTY, her Certificats of Inspsction was returnmed to th

OCMI, San Francises until such time as repairs are made and the vepsel
iz again imspected and found to be seaworthy. N \
3. lormal boat handling procedures were exercised by the mas ter a.tli.\llHk x‘x
the crew of the LIFERTY both before and after the casualty. Therefore; -
in view of the nnusual circumstances indicated at the time of this ‘\\ A
caspaliv, it 1s spparent that there was no megligence or inattention to "
duty on the part of ths master or any of the crew of tha M/B LIFERTY Ay
which could be charged and proved in violation of R.5. 4450, as amended.
L. Yo persommel of the Coast Guard or any other goverrment agemoy
rontributed to the casualiy.




HECOMMENDATION

1. Since there ig no evidence to indicate that there wae any
nagligence on the part of the master or the crew of the M/B LIBERTY
which contributed to eausing the easualty, 1t 1s apparent that no
further action is indicated by the Board of Inveatigation. Therefore,
it is recommendsd that this case be closed.

HARRY L. MORGAR
Commander, U. 5. Coast Guard
Chairman

MAURICE D, MELANPHY
Commandar, U. 5. Coast Guard
Member

ROBERT F. CHIRNSITE
Lisutenant, U. S, Coast Guard
Member and Recorder






