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Commandant's Action

o

Marine Board of Investigation; foundering of the schooner
LEVIN J. MARVEL off North Beach, Maryland, 12 August 1955,
with loas of life

1, Pursuant to the provisions of Title L6, C.F.E. Fart 136, the record
of the Marine Board of Investigation convened to inveatigate subject
casualty,; together with its Findings of Facht, Conclusions, and Recom-
mendations, has been reviewed.

2. The LEVIN J. MARVEL was & wooden sail vessel of 183 grosa tona,
bullt in 1891 at Bethel, Delaware. In recent years, tne vessel was
used in carrylng passengers for hire on pleasure voyages in the Ches-
apeake Bay area.

3. At 1100 Monday, & August 1955, small craft warnings were hoisted for
the Chesapeake Bay area which at 1400 next day were changed to northeast
atorm warning=. Thisz storm warning continved until the morning of 13
Mygust, the day after the foundering of the MARVEL. A hurricane alert
was issued at 1400 9 August which terminated at 1400 11 August.

4. At about 1400 on Monday, & August, while small craft warnings were
displayed, the LEVIN J. MARVEL departed from Annapolis with 23 nassengers
and {4 ¢rew members on board for & six-day voyage on Chesapeake Bay to end
at Annapolis on the following Saturday. The voyage proceeded partly under
sail whan conditions permitted and partly under tow of the accompanying
motorboat, and the veasel arrived at Cambridge, Maryland, &t 2000 Wednes-
day, 10 Apgust. At 1400 11 August, although the hurricane alert was ter-
minated, the northeast storm warnings (wind wveloecity 35 te 75 =ph) were
flying and in effect, weather advisories were issued ¢f northesst winds
25 to 35 mph increasing to gale force on the lower Bay on the following
day, Friday, and because of the uncertainty of the course that the hurri-
cane would take in its movement northward, extreme caution was indicated
in the interesats of safety to life and property.

%+ In the face of these warnings, although the then present weather was
favorable, the LEVIN J. MARVEL departed from Cambridge at 1400, 11 August,
to arrive at Amnapolis on the acheduled date, Saturday. The weather con-
tinued favorable until about 0300 the following morning, 12 August, when
it began to threaten and by 0630 the wind was northeasterly, 25 te 40 mph,
with gusts of higher velocity. By 0700 when about two and cne-half miles
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of f Blcody ®oint Li h, due to worsening weathear conditions the sail
vessel could no 1 r procead in & northerly direction and was foreed
to change course to & southerly direction, but being unable to maintain
stesrageway, course was again changed to i!!t-ﬁnuthﬂ!ﬂt running hefors
the wind towsrd Herring Bay, anchoring at 0930 cne and one-half miles

to the eastward of Fairhaven, Due te the insbility to close defective
shipside airports and probable leakage because of the deteriorated
atate of the hull, the vessel began meking water whieh, as the morning
progressed angd tha weather worsened, got beyond the mmt-ral of the pumps
on board, By 1200 gne power bilge pump had failed and the other was in-
effective, The radio transmitter on hoard was incparative and although
efforts were made, signals of distress could not ba put on the air and
the plight of the LEVIN J, MARVEL was unknown to anyone except those om
board, By 1400 the wind was north-northeast, foree 7 to 8, squally,
overcast, with very rough sea. The uncontreolled ingress of water capsed
the bow of the vessql to lose buoyaney and become awash, and the perpons
on boerd gathered aft in preparation to sbanden ship, At 1430 the ves-
sel rolled haavily, lay over on her beam, and foundered, There be
lifesaving equipment on board and the accompanyling motorboat having
previously lost, the passengers and crew were forced to enter the waier
with jacket-type life preservers and the floating wreckage as thelr only
means of suryival, Fourteen passengera perlshed and nine pnau-ngarl and
all four crew members surviwved,

REMARES

P ——

£, Porsuant to the provisicons of L& CFR 136,23-1, duplicate records of
investigation of subject casualty will be transmitted to the U.5, At=
torney General, as such record c probable viclatiom,
on the part of John H, Meckling, | , Annapelis, Maryland,
master and managing cwmer of the LEVIN J, MARVEL at the time she foupd-
ered, of the following statutes:

8, E.5, 4561 (L6 U.5.C, 658), Sending an unseaworthy vessel to
sea, thersby endangering life,

b, Act of Jume 25, 1%LB (18 U.5.C. 2196). Neglect of duty in
taking an uwnseaworthy wvessel to sea in the face of known dis-
played storm warnings,

e, Act of April 25, 1940 (LS U.5.C, 526), Negligent and/er
reckless operation of wessel so as 4o endanger 1ife, limh, or

property.

d, Act of June 25, 1948 (18 U,5.C. 1115). Destructlon of
1ife throwgh negligenes, inmattentlon to duty, and miscenduct,
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7. In connection with the Eecommendation of the Board that legislation
be sought placing vessels carrying passengers for hire under Federal
inspection, it is pointed cut that thers are now befors Congress two
bills, H.E. 7952 and H.R. 8267, which provide for the inspection and
cortification of such wessels when carrying more than gix passengers.

B. Subject to the foregoing Remarks, the Findings of Fact, Conoclusions,
and Becommendations of the Marine Bu.r:l gf Investigation convenesd to
investigate subject ewsnalty are approved.

A. C. RICHMOND
Vice Admiral, U. 3. Coast Cuard
Commandant
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EIDINGE OF FACT

1. That at about ZLL0 heurs EDT on 12 Aupust 1955, the
achoonor LEVIN £, MARVEL foundered during a storm, while
gt gsnehor abont 1-1/2 miles to the snatward of Falrhaven,
4., in Chagapncke Aay.

That there were 27 pereons aboard, 23 of whom were pas-
sengers.

hat a8 a resu .t of this casuslty, the fellowing L4
passengers los% thelr livea:

Hiss Florepce Goldotons, age I Mrs. Andrew Chesaon, age [JJj
Brooklyn, H. Y. Falaiph, H. C.

a tone, ape i

roQKlyn, M. &.

rlEﬂ'-

i

“’ m’ » L
Dr. Billard R. Yevin, Sr., ape

1
:
L
@
-

DrOOELYS, He 4o Lawrence, M. Y.

¥re, silllaré B, Nevin, ape [ ] D, B, l, Roberta, age I

|
1

Erﬂﬂklﬁ"ﬂ, 'l:-ll 1-r-l ﬂw. Onn.

Hillard %, Yevwin, Jr., age I Loula H. Scbel, age JJ

Grookiyn, H. Y.

Yew Tork, M. T.

Scbal, age [
Yew York, H. I.

wigs Mlar ¥ra. Lovis H.

iel Novin, age [Jj

Andrew Chesson, ags . John G, Fer n, 5r., age |

l!!!!h!!, vt !-

That there wers 13 survivora, to wlti

[ ] ] iJll

John Meckling, Master
]

Anpapoiia, Td.
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1. {Contimued)
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Parole

.

Fnssenger

Mew York, 1. 1.
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DT
Brome,; H. T.

lavrence, M. I.

ey
I

Brooklyn, Y. Y.

Yaw Tork,

Anmapalis, M.

Focheater, M. Y.

dasbington, D. C.

Orange, Conn.

Inapengor

Faesenger

L

Fassenyor

. ©ooconger
]

Bloomfield, . J.

2. Thut the Schoonsr LEVIN J. MARYEL, offleial number 1LLLVS,
wae & Sthres-masted baldbesded ram-type schoomer, 125.5 It.
in length, with wooden hullj of 183 grosa tons, built in
1891 and retailt in 1919 and 1926.

3. Tha%t the wvessel did not hawve vatertight bulkbeads, belng
open throughoot, with the exceptlon of light wooden par-
titions separnting the wveriove living spaces.

L. That the vessel uvas owned by Chesapeake Windjammer Vacation

of Anmnpalis, WM.

5. That ¥r. Johm Hepnry Meckling, of
}d., who acted as Mastar, was ma

B oo,
naging owWner &

tur!-
e owned 31/64 of the stock of the company; Mr. ﬁ
Fuf Puncansville, Pa., owned 31/64 of the atock; a

o eptate of Pertram Ashoead of Fhiladelphla, FPm., held
2/6L of the ptock of the company.

6. That the IEVIN J, MARVEL, unier the commend of Mr., Mecklin

end one weiter (

vith a ecrev of one deckhand (NN, cre cook
] )

s 8nd carrying

27 passengera [or hire, departed Annapolis, Md., at about
1400 Boars EDT op 8 Aupust 1955.

T. The vessclis 1t.inarar5r.fur the weok of B=12 Auguat 1955 was

as followe:

B3




7. (Continued}

AL
ZLaLE AHRIVAL TEVARTURE
hnmpolis, B4, - = = E fvguit - Z:00 plm.
{(Mondey )
Fopler Island 2 Ruguet, Nightfell 9 iwuet - 7:00 a.m.
(Tuosdaz
Cwlord, M, 9 August -~ 5:00 p.m, 10 Avgust - 1:00 p.m.

{- adnaadey)

Cozbridge, M3, I0 August - 8:00 p.m. 11 Awrust - 2:00 p.m.
{Trursdoy )

Z. That the wenther at the time of the caspaliy was ms follows:

4 moderate to strong gele, Toree 7-B from RIE;
gqeallys owvercast; with wvery rourh oas.

9., Thot, trieflr stated, the wenther forecasts for the
Chesapeake Pay area dwring the parlod of S=13 August
1955 wore as followsa:

fE storm warnings were continucusly dieplayad from
1400 bomrs EDT on 9 Aupust untll the foroocon of
13 August,

A hurricane alert for Murricane "Connie" wee isasued
by the Jeather Buresu at 1400 hours EIT 9 August.
This alert terminated et 1400 bours EDT 11 August.

" 10. Thet storm wartnings are displayed by day at the Capbridge,
id. Tacht Club.

11. That at about 1400 hours om 11 August 1955, upon termina-
tlon of the hurricans alert for the Chesopeake Bay area
bot at & tima when ™ storm warnings wore being continued,
thi IEVIN J. MARVEL laft the shelterad woters of Cembridgn
ilarbor,

1z, That at thiz time winds of 3540 milea per hour were pre-
inted for tho extreme aputhern Maryland, Chesapeake Hay
snd eosptal sress, ani 15-30 milea per hour winds wers
reedicted for the cemtral and northern portions of Chasa-
pealke Bay, aod that the Weather Duresu warnsd thet all
precautions should be continued in the ares of hurricanpe
and stormsworbing diaplaye.

1%, Thot, prior to leaving Cambridge Harbor, Mr. Meckling ob-
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13,

15,

lE.

13,

20.

22,

iCcatingsd)

served the I'F storw-warnin: 7.0 Mlng axhibited st
tha Cacbridpe, K., Yseht L Laain.

That the weosel wes anchoresd Tar ebout twe howurs off
dombrook Foint ip the Choplzsn: Tivaer, “d., to emalle
the pussengers to go svimsing.

That the MARVEL got underway ot apout 1630 boars 11
Aduguat 1955 and proceeded dovic *wm Choptarl; Biver
towvarda the Bay, entering the witarz of Jhecapeake
Bay at about 2040 hours 11 Augn=i 1959; she than pro.
ceaded northuard up tha Bar, -m-iur vail, the vesther
bteing fine #nd clear with o genile oortheasterly
treaze, aligat 3es and 3=all.

That dr. Meckling wae relying oz tho wesssl's radin For
wmeather inforeation; thot the ves=malts radlo wng tormed
off at about 2345 nouvrs on 11 Sescet 1955 asd o vestier
reports were rocsived on board until 0630 hours 12 Augast
1955,

That a2 the IEAVEL >roceedod rarthwnrd undoer sail the
woather comropead o threaiszn s sbout 0300 koure on 12
August 1955: and at about 7637 the winds hed inereased
W 25=40 milaa por hour, portieesterly, with oceapionsl
gusts of AD=L5 miles per hour.

That at this time the vessel wmz unfervay mbont 2-1,/2
miles 33W of Bloody Point Lipht.

Thet at sbowt OT00 ssveral male passsngers asaisted Ifr.
Meckling and I io teking in apd asenring the ssils,

Tnat an atiespt was made to use the yowl boat, ot it
wna found %o be inoperstive,

That at about 070D tho veoasl ven haaded toward the les
aide of Foplar Ialamd.

That =t this time vieibility, wird cud sac condltions wore
ciuch that the MARVEL wae uombls t9 relnbteln steerapevny
T ke 1-=.|u .:.i.-_ie aof Poplar Inldand, awd the i the course Wos
chanpad to VI, the wessal running wofsre the wind toward
drrring Fay.

That a% ebout 0000 hours 12 Avgart 1955, the MATVEL an-
choped abont 1.-1/2 miles ts the eastwerd of TFairkaven,
¥i,, in Cheizpeake Bay, on b lae phore, in about 26
veet of waver, with abomt 200 feczt of ciwin te the stap.
toard aachow.




25.

26,

27.

RE.

25

31.

32,

33.

3.

35.

That an wnnswal and excesslve smount of walsr was ob-
gerved in the bpilpes in the forepart of the vessal
under the dining room prior to, and soon alfter, the
tipe the wesrel anchored.

Tnat the vesrcl was equipped with two (2) ope-cylinder
gapoline-driven billpe pumps, one forvard (on the weathar
deck) and enc afty thet the vessel wap ulso eguipped

with ore periable hapd pump. e

That the forverd bilge pump was pusceasfully uszed to
pump the water opt spon after the wessel was anchorad,

Thit during thz worsing, walle the wessel was st anchor,
the weather corditions eontimed to worsen ia that the
wind spd sen: gradually increassed, the sky being over-
asat; with intsrmittent rain and poor wisilLdlity.

Tant the yavw’l troke adrift from the atern of the MARVEL
gome time during the morninp. It was pot recovered.

That some of the passenpers endeavored to close the ma-
jority of the vesael's 22 portlights, which were lo-
cated below the main deek in the messroom, cabins and
tollets. That they were successful in closlng some,
but that & lorge number of them had doge mlssing, latch
bolts frozen, or both, or vere warped, all of which
factors preciuded the portlighte” belng watertight.

That larpe guanitities of water entered the hull through
the defective portlightas.

That the porilights had pot been inspected since the

vessal commencad the operating seascn ip the Spring of
1955; and thnt thers is oo evidence indicating that the
portlights were tested for watertightosas at any time.

That at =bou’ 1200 EDT 12 Aupust 1955, great quantl-
ties of weies: were once again observed in the forepart
of the wosse’.

That efforts to start the exposed forward bllge pump
ware lrultleoca.

That the poriable hand pump was put into operation by
the ecombired efforts of passengers and crew. -

That ope of the gasoline-driven bilge pumps wes carried
dawp into the dining reom and put into operation, but
this prowvsd unsuccessful dus to the fact that the de-
btris in the apace concerned repestadly clogged the sue-
tion. The purps belng unable to bandle the amount of




36,

7.

i

3%,

&,

{eontinged)

vater wiich wes entering the veaosel, 15 commoneed to
settle by ths heed.

That at zbout 1300 hours E0T op 12 Lapost 1955 the

- atarbeard anchor comwesnced to drap, peraiziicg tha

vogpal to ley in the trough of the coss=. Ab bkia
time the port sncheor was lat go wibh alobit 100 fand
of chaln, and the weaasel’o head cemw oo un lnto
the wind afd ses.

That at about 1300 hours the Haster citempted to trans-
mit a "May Day” distresz messapa €0 tzo Cegat fuard and
tie marine operators at Horfolk, Vi,, amd Wilmingten,
Del,, bot, the radic trapsmitier bolpp ipoporative, no
conbact was made with epy oulside »tatlop i thet Lima,
That, altho testimony waa givep to the eflect that &
Fr. Hmmimd a "My t!i-'i“' woacase, e Deard ia
unakle to locato puch & M. , suppesed to be an
amateur radic cperator lo the Sorth Zeach, K., areas
and thot, woen contoeting the Federsl Communications
Gopmission, it wes learped that they 4 mo meeond of
cuch an amateor otation. {The earliest iaformation

about the casualty ceee from Mlas _ e

of the survivers, who made her way ashore at approxlmately
1515, Word wae passed to Barraek H. Marylanl Stats Folice,
Waldarf, ¥d.)

That et or about 1400 tho MARVEL gradually lost bwoy-—
anoy dus Hto the continwed intale of wabter. With the
foredeck awash, passengers and erow gatherad aft and
pade preparations to abendon the yessel.

That at the direction of the Master, a light lino was
pessed through the froat of the shoulder atraps of
the life preservers of a number of the pasmengers,
this being considered a meunz of preveating the

vadgengers from drifting apart.

That during this tiwe thers was no panic, passengers
ord craw eondueting themselwves Ln an orderly Eaaner
Lsughout .

That at about 1530 hours, while the lins vos being
pagged, the MARVEL snddenly rolled beavily and lay
aver on Bey starbosrd beam's end.

That one proop of survivors, clinging together, drified
Spr several hours until finally they reacked o dueck
ulind to which one of the MARVEL's passongers had al-
seedy made his way. The entire group was later rescued

&
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L.

£7.

{Contimed)

s v I - . E—
{of Nerth Beoeh, Md.;, b grest risk Lo thczselves,

eaee out in = amall outhosrd wotortat codl took them
ashore two ot o time.

That otier asurvivers were in the wmter far geveral
hoore, and madie thelr vay. separaiely, 1 the beach,

Thst by 16 figmat 1955 the last of the 14 bacies of
the decoased had been reenvered, all Favwing been found
in the vicinity of the caomalty,

That, althongh testimony doesa not =ave:1 tha exsot
canges of the deathe o the 1L vichiee, ihe serovzes’
raporta indicate thati these were by driwmieg.

That after the sssualty kad ocourred, the wrecksge of

the MAEVEL wsd lying on the bottom in about 22 feet of
vater in a position Lat. 32%.5720v W,, Long. 76931207 W.

" THE POLLOWING ATTITIONAL PERTINENT FACTS SERS ESTAILISHED

Afforts by Ghe Board to eontael Mr.
of Duncapaville, Pa., o3 part owner of the MAFVEL, have

5L,

2.

53.

5.

5.

een unaneccaasful,

Thet the LEVIAN J, MASVEL was documanted ac & frelght
vezaal for the coasting trade.

Taat althourh the LEVIN J. MARVEL was docusontsd ac a
freight wesnel for the coasting trsde, it was in fact
putfitted and eguipped to carry passengers for hire.

That at the time of the easualty the wesszel hed 23
peFgans on board as paying possengers.

That the IEVIY J. MARVEL wee an aninspected vessal,

Thet tha propulsfion of the IZVIN J. MARVEL waa
augmented br & motor-propelled wawl during warious
portions of the voyags.

That tha yowl boat was used aa en suxiliary means of
propulaion %o maintain the achedule advertisaed.

That it waz advertizod by the owmers that the IEVIN
J. MARVEL ot "all reguirsrents of maritime =zafety

and standards.™




56, Thot tha vesezl woo not couippes with any lileboats,
1ife refta, life floats o ofther lif~ouoving devices
oxeopt for 1ife preservers und - few robber play rafts,

7. That the wessal was last hanled aut it Pace Epsthars
Coppany, Paliimore, Ml., on § Auguns 175

5%, That e survey of the FARVEL whila nevled =ut on Lhkat
date diselored that she reguired cxtorsive conliing
and other rezairs due 1o sge, inhersni hull weak-
neas ard s recant grounding.

59, That ge & roepult of thet purver, tconovsry remlrs
wers effected o the undervater Lods, suzh renalre be-
ing baged on minimel operniicmel recviremants for the
1954 zeazon only.

60, That its crev of ithe vease]l was mat saequate to ope-
rate the wveiuosl with sefety.

Gl. That tha weisel did not esrry a proper loskouti as
ragquired by Artiele 29 of the Rulss of the Eoad.

&2, Thet neithe: the Mastar mor eny of the crew mombercs
poseasead any llcense, validated Merchant Mariner's
Tocumert or rort Sectrity Card iasued by the V. 5.
Coast Cuserd.

63, That tha 20-72ot motor-povered yawl did pot have a
Cartifieate of Honber lssued by the U. 5. Copat Cuerd,

64. That ths yevl boat, under pover, was frequently vcaesd to
ecarry passengers to snd from the wesuel without having
ohn board a lieensed operator.

65. That pertionr of the wreckese which were recoversd indi-
cate an exerssive amcunt of ot Ln structural mewbars of

e vesael.




3.

SORCLAS IO

Trom the facts contaired hereln, 1t i eoneivded by the Focrd

That M. John 0. ¥eckling and MNr. _ are the respen-
civtle owners wnd operators of she ILEVIN J. MAEVEDL,

That during the voyepe starting fros Anrapnlias, id., =n £ fagost 1255
¥r, John . Meckling wms the Mepter of the LEVIV J. “ARVEL,

Teat the casualiy wes Girectly ceumed by tht urueowurihy cordilion of
the IENIN J. VARNEL, :

That the vnseaworthinmsos wes doe to e paor vhys'sn] condition of
cogsential mll streeturses ax fittings, which hud bwen negpleciod by
The maraging owner.

Thit & econtributing cavse was t'w pror Judgoert vaed Ly Mr. Meckling in
taking his vessel from & safe meoring in the facs of known bad-woather
VArnloge .

That the veesel was lnadeqguoately mannped, vhile cerryicg passengers for
hire, to operate T-;r_it-h salety.

That in apite of directives lssued by the Coest CGusrd setting forth
conditions with which the vessel must comply to e exempt from inspec—
tion, the Master continued to operate contrary o sald directives by
propelling his vessel with the yawl koat as an euxlllary weaps of ro-
pulzion, thus removing the MARVEL from the category of "uninspected
sailing vessel."

That the responsibla owners resorted to mislesiing nnd false sdvertis-

ing by ieplying that the vesesl met requirements of sefety standerda,
suech atandard: baing in faet nomexistant.

That additions’. viclatioms of Tederal Statutes were commltiad as fol-
1awa:

a. The IEVIN J. MARVEL, documanted as & freight vessel for the coasi.-
ing trede, did im fact gsrry pera@ons exceeding sllousnces under
Title L6 USC, Sect. BEZ.

b. Yallure to maiptsin preper lockeut (vilolstiion of Article 209, In-
lard Rules of the Hosd, Act of 7 June 189 e¢.i, Sect. 1, 30 Stat.
102, as ansnded),

¢. Failure to employ A Master and erow in posaessicn of Fort Jecurity
Tdentiriention Cards or Merchant Maripers! lccuments (violatlon of
Title 33, C.F.R., Chapt. 1, Subchapt. ¥, Fart 1Z1.02(f}).

d. Vielotion of the Mumbering Act of 7 June 1918 (Title 46 USG, Sact.
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lirs of praasst ownera to register shanre of ounersoiy
pot yeul motorboat.

1icenzes otustoat oparator on board the yaul
of the Kotorbostb fet of 25 Aprdl 1940, Secti.
526 £},

| [



The Poard resommonds

1. That this caic be referrad %o the U, 8. Attrrrey Gesarsl for prosecu-
tion vndar asbhority of Title 10 O°0 1115.

2. That in view of tha pyavity of 148 rase snd the foregoice recovranda-
tion, action on edditional winlgetinea should ve withmic .endis; dispo-
zitioce by the: Ablorne; Coneral.

3. "rat the autatspding etfacts of M. [ NG 2 - —

B i ifecting tie rescon 3 sone surwivors at great persona
rizk e appropristely recognized by bhe Toreandant, U5, Soast Cuard.

4. That legislation be sought placing mil bosts, saé wesnels, of any type,

slze or mran: of propulsion which carvy oné or more passsnpers for hire,
under Federal inspesction.

After making the above recompendaticns, the Board adjournsd fo swait
action of the copvenlng suthority.

H. £. MXORE
Captain, U5CC, Chalrman

E. L. THIELZ
Ceptain, USCG, lember

Caplain, USCG, Member

Lisyterant Commander, USCG, RAescorder
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