Marine Board of 1mutrignt1un, Raft [EHX II, diatress and remowml -
of five persona, 50 miles west of Moaterey, California, 3 May 1955

1. Fursuant to the provisions of Title 46 G.T.R, Part 136, the record
of the Merine Board of Inwestipgation convened to inwvestigate subject
casualty, tagether with ita Findings of Paet, Oplnlons, and Recommends-
tions, hes been reviewsd.

2. The IEHI II, a raft 40 x 18 x 2 feet, propelled by cutboerd motors and

sails, designed and intended for the purpose of drifting from Sen Franciaseo -

to tfie Hawaiian Islands, departed for such woyage on 29 April 1955. Om

30 April an unsuccessful attempi was made to smil the ralt and on the next

day the outboard motors were rendered inoperative by boerding seas. [Dua to
worsening weather and questionable semworthiness of the craft, a diatreas
mesgage for help was sent to the Coast Gpard. The CGC ACTIVE respondad,
loested the raft about 63 miles from the point at which ths vapssl
cast ber adrift, and rescoed the five parsoms ox board. The rmft lms besn
reported to have drifted ashore in the vieciplty of Ensemada, Mexioo.

3. The Board mede the following Recomsmndations

1], ‘That Headousrters present to Congress proposed lagiclation
which would give Faderal Government some msaswre of control owr
projects which involve the use of unseaworthy miscellamsoms araft
on the opan Bea.

vz, If Recommendetion 1. ia not considered lessible, thet changes
be made in the nurbering laws and regulations which would reliasve
tha Cosst Gomard of tho necessity of granmbing o Certificats of
fward of Hurber to & creft such as the IEHI IT and thereby raising
the inference in the minds of the publie that the Coest Cnard bea
bogtowsd its oflelsl sanotion.
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4. This casuslty is most unigue in character and ita repetition mest
doubtful. It follows therefore that this essoaliy alose is oot a wuf-
ficleat besis for the abowe Recommendations.

5. Subject to the foregolng Remarks, the Medings of Fact, Opindons, and
Recopmendations of the Marine Board of Inweetlgatiion convensd to laveati-
gate subjeot camualty are approved.

J. A. HIRSHFIELD
Rear Admival, U. S. Coamt Guoard
Acting Commandant
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3 Ogtober 1955
" cNfG-3490

From: Marine Board of Imwestigation
To: - Commandant (MVI)
Via: Comwander, 12th Comst Guard Distriet (d)

Subj: Merine Board of Imwestigation; Raft IENI II, distress and removal
of five persone 50 miles uest of Yonterey, Colifornia, 2 May 1955.

L

The Board of Investigetion, having thorooghly inquired inte ell of the
facts and circundtances sonmected with stbjsot incident, apd having con-
aldered the evidence sdduced, finds ap follows:

- FINDINGS OF FACT -

1. That at 1909, FDT, 1&;1955,%“#%1“1@% 12th Coast
Guard District, received a messsge from the Baft IRHT II stating Uiat the star-
mmamnrtnmﬂmh:ukinguphpuiﬂmmwﬂwhm:ﬂu
morthwest of Monterey mnd requesting a tow imta part.

RS

2. Thet u Coast Guard plams was dispatched to locate the IEKI II and to veetor .3.;.'

the GCC ACTIVE amd CC-83412 to the scens.

3. That the ACTIVE remcved five persons from the IE:HI I at 0235, 2 May 1‘955-_';

4. That the IEHI II was sppraximately forty fest in length, sightesn fest in
bean, with a two foot draft. The hull corsisted of masive timbers with rubber
and metal tanks enclosed or attached for flotation purposes. The Imll wvas

decked over and a deckhouse, six feet in beight, taenty feet in length, and
tan feet in width, wes comstructed approximstely amidships. Neither the kull




k TR AR Tt R ot Pk E i Tt O S R R
b " *Case To. Ce3490 ' LA RO A
e Findings of Fact

. - FINDINGS OF PACT (Contimued) - - A

i ‘nor the deckhouse were designed to be watertight. Two masts were installed

' on which were rigged a miscellanescus assortment of square smd trisngular salls,
The forward mast wes thirty-seven feet in bedght and the after mast wes sixtean
feet in height, Two wells were located at the after end for outbosrd motors
and a heavy rudder waz inmetalled.

5. That the construction of the ralt vas commenced by H.W- 3
H Potalume, Californis, who was also the maln of the: ...
propoied expe ok, _ o

6. That the avowed purpcse of the IEAL IT was to drift from San Franciseo to
the Lavallan Islsnda, ' . \

7. Tmt ¥r. I ves the promoter of & pimilar venture sboard the Raft IEMI I, S
which was abandoned on 15 July 1954 after seven d.l.gu at sea off the coast of
Califernia (See 3an Francisco Case MMID No, C=3362).

8. That after Ir, ’ started construction of the ILEAI II, mmercus persons
contributed money end/or materlals toward its oonstruction and outfittling. _
9, That warious intarested ipdividuals entersd into o series of contracte with i
o the IEHI SCIEETIFIC EXPEDITIONS, INCORPORATED locking towerd the divislon of
profits to be reslized from the venture,

12, That on 28 Merech 1955, one | 2rreoring as cwner of the
IEHI II, requested, and was issued a Certificate of Award of Fumber by the
12th Coast Gusrd DMatrict. The rumber swarded was 2B A 1370.

11, That on 2 April 1955, the IENI II was seised by the U. 3. Marshal under

an attachment filed by the United States Attormey for the collsctich of motor-
boat violations penalties imposed sgainst the IBHI SCIERTIFIC EXZPEDITIONS,
IHCORPORATED, owners of the Raft IEHI I, on vwhish the vie had been
detectad. On 16 April 1955, the raft was freed when Mr. peid the assessed
panslties in full. :

12, That subsequent to this selzure the IEHI IT underwent brief trials in pro-
tected waters of Ssn Fransises Bay. Mo trials were made at sea.

13, That on 27 April 1955, while it was anroute from the Oakland Estuary to
San Franclsco, the IZHI II was boarded by a Coast Cuard patrol boat apd all .
safety equipment was found to ba in order.
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- FOMING OF FACT (Comtimued) -

1. That the following psrsons comprised ths avew of the IBHI I

"Mas tape,

TPirat Hate'.

"Havigator and Eadio Operatosr®™.
rev aember.

- (rev member .

Theee men were selected on a volunieer baids and sll had contrmcts %o share in
the expected profits of the vemture. With the exception of Mr. NN t<ief
excuralon on the 1EHI I, sone of those individumls had any experisoce in the
navigation of 2mall craft on the open coean, Wape of them held eny Merchamt
Mariner's Documents or [icenses.

15. That the voyage of the IEHT IT began shortly after daybresk on Friday,

29 April 1955. A fishing vessel, whose owners to tow the raft -
to sea, appeared at the IEHI's enchorage and Mr. s & self avowed '
owner, gave crde=s for the tow to begin although only one member of the I's

crevw was aboard gt the time,

16. That the weather forecast on 28 April 1955 irdicated small craft warnings
holzted off the nmorthern Celifornia coast, The 0900 forecset on 29 April 1955
did not indieats any warning but did show a lov pressure area moving twu.rd the
California coast.

17. That the westher off San ham:ism at the tire the IEHI I1 was towsd ouk
was excellent.

18. That Mr. jigiggy and the other thrae members of the erew obltained tranaper-
tation from ancther fis vapsel ard boardsd the IEHI 11 pear the San Fran-
c¢lasco Light Vessel. Mr. laft the raft at that tise.

19, That the fishing vessel towad the IENT 1T to the vicinity of the Farallon
Islends, twenty-five miles west of the Golden Gate, at which point the raft wvas
cast adrift. ) .

20. That throughout the night of Friday, 29 April 1955, the raft procesded I-Il
a southerly direction under power of cutboard m‘tﬂrﬂ.

21, That on Saturday, 30 dpril 1955, an atieapt wvas made to sail the mrt tm_
the sails sither ripped or were unmanageabls and vere taken dowm.




raft ssouned a starbosrd liat.

. ' ~ FIRDINGS OF FACT (Continued) - |
22. That throughout Saturday night and Sosday, 1 May 1955, the wisd and sea
incroaned to such an extent that ceas abosxd over the siore drowned out

the outboard motors. It was found that the yadder woe irefTective ander any
condition and finally became jemmed.

23. That the aeas coming aboard fimally
the starboard side of the raft. Tm-uimmwmm
vhich extended to the deck level of the raft ami bad not been plugged.

24. That at sapproximetely 1900, Sunday, 1 May 1955, tha crew took a vote
unanimously agreed that a radlo message for sssistance should be seat. /i a
result s message wes sent to the Coast Guerd requesting a tow into port.

25. That the CGC ACTIVE errived at the position of the LEHI II, fifty-oight
Eiles doe west of lontersy, California in latitode 36° 4O° Hurth, longituds
123° 1' West at OL30, 2 May 1958, -

26. That the weather conditions at the tine wers u’!..nr]._mrthﬂlt filtasn to
twenty-two knote, ses, afght to ten feet in Medght.

27. That the ACTIVE drifted a rubber raft to the IEHI and all from
the IEHI II boarded the raft which was then Maulsd to the and tha per-
Bonnel weard romnosted. 2

2%, That at the time the personnel wvere removed from the IEH] IX, thnﬂhll

tnwllﬂuwmmuhumu-ﬂ;dmwhnhthmm
lthi:ichﬁiatuuin;m:-lhnﬂmathlrﬁiﬂ

29, Thit. thE varlous owpers and intsrested partise

quent to 2 May 1955, to0 locate and tow the LEHI IT into port. These attempts
were unsucossaful. Subsecuent informstlan oblalissd from newspapers indicates -
that the IEHI II omme ashore in the vigiaity of Epsansda, Hexloo,

filled flotation tarks seeared uodér -

rsde several attémpta, subse-
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al Opinions : &

- OFIVICHWS -

1. That the IEHI IT wea nnm-lg designed and poorly constructed for mking
oCeAn VOyapes.

2. That the persons abosrd tha IEHI IT did not possess the qualifiecetions,
training, or experisnce to sail a small eraft secross ths open ofsan. -

-

3. That the failure of the enterprise was due to s combination of poor design
of the raft and ite aquipu&nt corbined with the utter lack of experience of
the persons aboard. .

4. That the expedition was poorly conceived and lacked sufficient financisl
backing to foster any hopes of sucoesa.

[ 5. That, a8 8o often happens in unsound ventures of thia nature, the partici-
pante' relatlone with each other degensrsted into cpen disspreement and dispute.

6. That the departure of the LEHI II on 29 April 1955 was fraught uit-h confo-
glon wihlch forecaat its early collspse. )

7. That the weather encountersd duriang the btrief voyape was not unusual and
could casily hsve bsen anticipated.

8., That the rsdio reguest for & ifow sent to the Coast Ouard by the IEHI II,
was influenced as mich by the misery of the crew as by the actual condition of
ths raft.

9. Thet the Coast Gusrd wes Justified in removing the persomnel and mot towlng
in the raft. : :

10, That the parsonnsl sbosrd the raft hed mede no attempt to comdition t-hl!m-
selves for tha ordesl which they should have anticipated.

11, That the object of this axpaﬂi‘hinn was mafinly pecuniary, and that any
golantific v2lue was doubtful, :

12, That & well planred and properly financed espeditlorn, with s soundly de-
signed craf't, manned by qualified personnel could meke a successful raft trl.p
acroaz the ocesn and might have soce sclentific valus.

1%, That & project of this mture eould be & basis for a swindle by obtaining
contribtutions with no intention on the part of the promcters to go through with
the planned voyage. |




r.-_‘ Opinions and Reocommendstions i ' Ees Tyl

- OPINIONS M'j-
14. That the Coast Guard, mriuming:n-uﬂuu of Award of Mumber to this
mi‘t, lent a color of official approwal which sould be eaploited.

15. Tlutupuﬁithmnrltmtlafthmmiﬂmmmhhtu -
axpenditure of Governmeat funds for SR opsrations, sinos the Comst Goard is

bound by tredition apnd law to remove from pooitions of perdl on the
vaters even though they beve been foo in plecing therselves ia such
positions.

16, That no legal banis exists f'ur-t.h sostyrol of such wentures by any Covern-
mantol agency.

- RECOMMENDATIONS -

1. That Headguarters pressnt to Congress proposed legislation which would glve
Federal Government some measurs of control ower projects which imvolws the oee
of unseaworthy miscallansons craft on the opsn sea.

2. If Recommendation 1. 48 pot considered femalbla, timt clanges be pade

the numbaring laws and regulstions whish would reliave the Cosst Guard of
mopessity of granting a Certificate of Avard of Number to a cxra as

P IEHT II amd thareby ralalmg the inforence in the minds of ths publie that
. Comet Coard has bestowed its officisl sanctiom, :

‘!. C. CAPRON : F. A Hﬂlﬂ!

'h-ptﬂ’-nl UI E‘l- E“ﬂtl ':hII‘ﬂ mnl ut 5- hﬂ m

‘Chairman Member

!. R, M! ; A, G, HOBYE,  JRH.

Commander, U. 5, Coast Ouard Lisgtenant I:humuhr U. 5. Coast Guard

Member Reocorder ¥
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