ACORCES DMLY TE: GIORNANN
“omandant 3 W BN 2 ,
t. 5. Coast Guard . A (KL.TURAH a8 Bd)
ifoadquarters » : 21 January 1958

..eshinoton 25, e Co
Comandent 's Action

on

larine Doard of Investivationj collision o the F/V KiITURAH
with offshore drillinz platform in the Julf of Mexico, :
26 June 1957 and sinking with loss of life

1.. Pursuant to the provisions of Title L6 CFR Part 135, the record of

the Marine Board of Investization convened to investizate subjact casualty,
togethor with its Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recammendations, has
been revieved. . ‘

2. A% sporoximstely 2235 on 26 June 1957, durins heavy weather created
by ilurricsne "Audrey", the woodon hulled iAmerican fishinz schooner
KCTURAH, of 77 2. t., nroceeding toward Galveston, Texas, under sail,
with rain enzine disabled, collided with an offshore drilling platform
in vosition 29-09-16 M; 9Lk-di0-33 W and sank with the loss of the entire
crew, astinsted st nine pcrsons. There is uncertainty as to the number
and identification of those on board othor than the Master because he
porsonally ongszed the crew and did not deposit a crew list ashore
prio;s tgogaparting Pensacola, Florida, on 6 June. The vessel was valued

3

S

3. The accident was observecd by officers and men on the CIC CAHOCNE
which had been disn:tered to assist the KTZTURAH beesuse of the encine
failure. Towinz bezan at 72L) on 26 Junes at 1815 the hawser parted,
apnarently from chafinz on the XTTURAH, hen circumatances prevented
rezaining the tow, the K TURLH hoisted sall and headed for Galveston,
followed by the CAECONL, The lirhts on the drillin-~ platform were
visible and the gtructure was illuninated bty the searchlizht of the
CABC("Z, The KNTUHAH failed to avoid collision, was dfemasted, and
sank within an estinsted five minutes. The CAIOCNL searched the area
for one and ons-half hours without sighting any survivors and was then
cornelled by the force 10 wind and heavy seas to abandon further search,
ride out the storm, and subsequently onzage in rescus missions oreated -
by the hurricane. o o

L. The Findings of Pact, Conclusions and Recormendations of the
Marine Soerd of Investisation convened to investigate subject casualty -
are anoroved. - v

Je. Ao HIRSHFINLD
Rear Admiral, U. 5. Coast Juard
Actine Commandant
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REPORT OF

MARINE BOARI) OF INVESTIGATION

To inouire into circumstances surrouncéing the collision
of F/V K«TURAH with offshore olatform, Sulf of Mexico on
26 June 1957 with loss of life.
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United States Coast Guard

Eighth Coast GQuard Distrioct

Investigating Section
Galveston, Texas

' Subjs KETURAH, fishing vessel, sinking with loss of life on 2 June 1957,

after colliding with MOﬂMgNo. 107-1 position 29-09-15
94-40-33 West approﬁmtolym-ﬂ. south of the Galveston Sea Buqy
in the Gulf of ifexico

FNMOFILOI
1.,Atuabmt2235m26m1957thofuungschomm,wrw

Galveston, Texas, under sail with its suxiliary encine inoperative, ¢ ollided
with the drilling strwoture Pure 0il 107.1 and sank with the loss of the

Captain and the crew, reportedly oconeisting of nine persons.

2. Ths wetsel involved:

KETURAH - oil sorew, schooner rig fishing vessel; official number 2251i2 g
U. 8. Natiomality; home port Pemsacola, Florida; gross tomnage 77; net tons ?;
length 83.l; dreadth 21.3; dsptns».u wood hull; built 1925 Pensapols, Flavida
equipped with a 125 HP diesel engine; mﬁmmwummhcﬂw,
Inc., Pensacols, Florids, with [NENRANEN *» Yester.

3. Weather conditions at the time of the casualty: Wind easterly 50 knots,
15 to 18 foot bees, visibdlity reduced due to heavy squalls.

. At or about 1613 on-25 Jume 1957, the Coast (usrd Cuttar CAROONE got under-
vay from Pler 22, Galveston, Texas, to assist the fishing vessel KETURAR after

. .recedving Operational Priority message 2520317 from Commtnder, 9th Coast Guamrd

mnammtmmmxmm, vithnin.nﬂn-ﬂnbhd.

5. mmmmmmmmmomwmm
from Cormander, 8th Coast Guard Distriot that the SS SBATRAIN TEXAS sdvises
fishing vessel KETURAH was in a position 28,07 North, 92,18 West at 15308,

6. At or abowt 2000 the Coast Cusrd Cutter CAMOONE made indirect rwdio acntact

with the fishing weasel EFTIRAR through the fishing veesel PROVIIENCE II after
mmmm«uﬁwmmmtmdtummmuﬁ
the KETURAH unsbls to read the answer.

7. The GAHOONE relayed through ths PROVIDENCE IX, whose signals counld be heord
by the KETURAH, tmttmmmumummmmmw
the XEYURAH to giwe the CAHOONE a long count sach heur beginming at 9 P. N, 1o
order that the redio direction finder could be utilised to determine the bearing
of the KETURAH, .




The bearing of the K:IURAH as
on the CAHOONE was 117 degress.

8, At that time the Coast Guerd Cutter GARCONE
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5. e hewser from the CAROGHE lid from the toed fig Bit over a bowing rall and
- “wehafing gear was fitted to the hauser at thet pilnb. - |

17, 4d the tow shaved up, the EETURAH zode slightly bo the port of the CAHOGHE
with the spring lay lsading over the starboard bulwark rail sbows 5 to 7 feat

- from the bow of the

18, Imedietely after taking the KETURAH in tow, that vessel called the CAHOONE -
and the Master of the KETURAH advised that he had difficulyy with ks generator '
that supplied the power for the fadio and that. 1t would be necessery to sacure
his radlo, The Conmanding Officer of the CAHOONE replisd that if qther eomwuni-
cation way necessary, the CAHOONE's searchlight would be flashed and at that

- time attemnts would be made to re-establish commmication., :

'Ea_ﬁme‘tanﬁgthemminm.tlnr‘euaaa._minthop:l;othbngeofmt
vessel and after the tow had been made up, the RETURAR towed setis
mtil oub 0930 when the KETURAH took a bad yaw to the starboard to euch an
extent th 1tm%nehawaer'andmadeitmbaﬂrytomspudud
.chmnge'cpmtobﬁngthahau‘aerfmmdmﬂumn., :

20, “The tow had been shaped up at sbout 06LO &nd a course of 300 T degroos
was set -end ahortly_thomtbsrchnngedto@?!dcmtomu}stheﬂalmm.
21, The fow was started at 600 R on both maln engines, increassd to 650 RFM
Aor 3 very' short while, then reduced to 600 RPM, : :

' d;'%eﬁpopmﬁng speedofthocmmmlmo:ﬁmyhichmdpfopeith :

vessel without a tow at 12,8 knots, At 850 RPN, under ided vonditions without
a tow, thsveasclhndbgenohamdtomgkcgood&ta 8 Imota, o

' 23. .Whils wndervay the KETURAH comtimed to take short yuws to her sterbosrd
which would bring the mardla portion of the hawger Soross the KETURAH's cutwater.
The cutiater apoeared to be canstrusted of wood and was of a broad as contrasted

wiﬁhana:mwot_sbnrpoonctmction. _

23@ As the tow pi'o_cesdad towards Oalveston, the seas increased, the wind veloaity
:Increand; the sky became overcast alf;h htemittentm squalls and the viaibﬂity

25, The yawing of the KETURAH became worse and efforts to establish commmication
with the KETURAH by flashing a light were mnsucecessful. Also unsuccessful were
attemts to commmicate directly by radio on 2182 Idlocyolses, the frequency on -
which the CAHOONE had previously talked to the KETURAH, :

26, To prevent thg hawser from ohafing on the towing rail of the CAHOONE, a
towing board was used which consisted of a 2 by 12 board about 12 feet long
gecured to the towing hawser with short pieces of line, Over each end of the
hawser pieces of leather had been fastened st a point where the hawser would go
. over the end of the board, The board was attached at a point so that after the
N ;q: was wmderwsy the bosrd would be about half inboard snd half outboard of the
' »m. . ) - -

2.




a

N\ s the XETURAH yawed violently, thia towing board turned over several times
-1l grease wes annlied to the towing rail which would allow the towing board
to slide easily when the KETURAH yawed, causing the hawser to change its position
cn the towing rail,

28, The EFTURAH was first taken in tow by passing a heaving line to the KLTURAH
to which was attached a 3 inch messenger and to which in turn was attached the
8 inch hawser.

29. The Caotain of the EETURAR attempted to pase the eye of the hawser through
his hawse pipe but was unable to do soj therefore, the tow was made up with the
hawser or the spring lay part thereof leading over the starboard rail to the
object with which it was made fast.

30. The cutwater continued to contact the manila hawser at each yaw of the
KETURAH and there were saveral more violent yaws of the KiTURAN causing the
vesssl to override the hawser until at about 1815 on 26 June 1957 after a violent
yaw in which the KETURAH overrode the hawser, tha towing line parted at a pcint
Just outboard from the KETURAH. Frequent inspections of the point where the cut-
water had frequantly contacted the hawser had been made with binoculars but there
had been no visible fraying or other imperfection in the tow line.

31. The towing hawser in use was not a new towing hawser but it was in good
condition with no visible imperfections or defects.

32. At 1600 before the hawser broke the weather conditions had been logged to
r\y the wind from the cast, force 5, and the sea conditions S. The barometer
< that time read 29.61. '

33. Before getting underway, the CAHOCNE had been in a state of readiness

desisnated BRAVO 2 which mandated readiness for getting underway within two
hours for any search and rescue or other operations which the vessel night

be ordered to perform. '

3s. Before getting underway, the CAHONE had received ons hurricane advisory
relative to Hurricane Audrsy issued by the U. S. Weather Pureau. The advisory
had set a hurricane watch and gave the center of the disturbance at 12 noon on
25 June 1957 at 22.5 North, 93.0 West,

35. The authorized complement of the CAHOCNE was 32 enlisted men and 4 officers.
On board at the time the CAHOONE sailed were 25 enlisted inen and 3 officers with
the Executive Officer, LTJa, USCG, Acting Commanding Officer
of the CAHOONE, the Com being on leavas,

35. After getting underway, further hurricans advisories were issued by the
U. S. Weather Bureau indicating that the hurricanc was increasing in force
and oroceeding in the general directiom of the rescue operation. Hurricane
Condition 2 had first been set and thersafter had been changed to Hurricane
Condition 1,

~ | | 4
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~ 37. After the towing hauser broke, the hawger was pulled on board ithe

CAHOONE and = bowline wes made in the and end the CAHIONE went alongside 't.ho
KETURAY in an affort to regain the tow.

39, Notwithstarding repeated efforts it was not possble to get the hawser
back on board the KETURAH due to the adverse zea cond.tions prevailing, '

39, While sttemnting to pass and receive the hauser, it was necassary for the
crews of both vesuels to work on the main decks which were awash much of the
time dus to the condition of the sea. It was necessary for the CAHOONE o rig
1ife lines around the outer extremities of the vessel and to require that all
personnel wear life preservers. :

10, The position of the vessels at the time the hawssr parted was ebout % o
Zthnndmdmwof&aMBmkmultthym.2mthe:lrooumto-
wards Galveston. The wind being in gusts to 45 ar 50 knote with heavy swells,
15 to 10 feet in height, rain squalls and visibility reducad and the GABOONE
wnable to taka the KETURAH back in m,mmumn-mmutwomm
nblebomkogoodacommeo!jlﬂdegmutoﬁdmsbou,,aothommmd
ajibmdmmdedcnlmaewhi.chappuradtoth.mmvhﬂoum'nof
the XETURMH to be approximately 320 or 115 degrees true. The wind shifted

someuhat to the north but the KETURAH vas still able to muaintain its course

towards Galveston. ,

41. The CAHOONE ept a station approxinstely 500 yards from the KBTURAH with
various chanpes of course and speed to maintain statiom. :

42. The vessels continued on their course being set heavily to the west by the
east wind and seas until at or sbout 2200 the CAHOONE sighted the flashing
lightaoi’anonr:\gafterﬂmtw'gothadbmmrewtoraahcrtﬂuhprm
thereto. The squalls were almost contimunous at this tisme and the redar targst
was obscured at timss, . ' )

43. It apoeared to the CAHOONE that the bearing of the targets as such that
the vessels would ssfely pass it to their port hand, however, the KETURAH appar-
ently eithcr changed course or encountered an excaptionally heavy set such as

to make it doubtful that the vessel wounld avoid the 1ig,

Lh. The CAHCONE then began flashing its searchlight slternately on the g end
on the XETURAH to attract the KETURAH's attention to the rig and indioate that
she wes standing into danger, ‘ : '

4S. An attemnt was slso made to contact the XETURAH by radio on the outeide .
chance tha: 3t had accomplished repairs {o the power source,
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49, Only fwe persons weve observed sitbting on fhe deckhouse of the KITURAH aftas
ol liding wibth the rig without life preservers.

50, After the XKRTURAR sank, a ses wch for about 13 hours was conducied bvd no
sumviveors nor sny navdg ow enaimvmo Trom the veasel could b., 2aund,
5"

51, There were lighis berning on the rig prior to the KETURAH'S sollision with
ity howewer, Just stout $he Sine of the colhfslon the lights did zo out for =
ninute or two <=!."t.er ulideh they cams baek on. During ihds entirs tdue, %he
seavanlight of the THIIUHL was p\ Tag on the rig as swh as poseible consistert
he relling and sidching ol the vesssd, '

) “‘ha thtﬂ an tue p,.atfc; W were visible .mi;e"'x“..i.s;t',:.m“].~ weon 8gualls Tor
distance of two to 23 miles orior to the colliision.

53, The CAHOONE was only about 500 yards distant from the KETURAH at the time

it oollidpd with the rig and after the KETURAIl sunk the CAHOONE charnged course
n o pass through the irmsdiate vieinity of the sinking and continusd to seareh

dovnwind from the datum point and as close to the area ss possible. No parte

of the KETURM or anything thst bad bsen om board could bz lecated until several

days lster when the Cozast Guerd Cutter IRIS petrisved z most helioved to be

from the IETURAL, '

Tho CAHOCNE bhad its redar on the . § wils renge. Althourzh the zea at the
& was very bad, it picked up e target at a distance of soprorimately 5 or
¢ mileg, aithough it could not be determined whether the o:ject was the rig or
another vessel until the rig qzs gctually sigrted. The KETi Rk being a wooden
*:--'r—‘-‘-:p‘! amd eonditlong for raday operations weing bad at the fime. the ¥FETURAR
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?“ 58,

™ on 1% had been evacuated pr‘or to the easmlty.

" or any part of the KETURAH, the GAHOONE proceeded on m 180’ degreel true

. and at approximately 1430 that afternoon it was ordered to proceed to the list-

63, Prior to the casualtil the KETURAH had last departed fram Pensacola, Florida

r\ 5. There was no written agreement between the Master and his crew nor was

Tha platform har.i been manned but tiue to ﬂ;ﬂ :mpen?f

- 59, After making an eztensim search and baing unahle to laeata oy _survivors
to rige out the hwrricane. .

60, At approximately 0800 the next day, 27 Jme 1957, ths GAHOONE found its
position to be off Freepcrt, Texas, due to the set encombered. _

" 61. About acon on the 27th the CAROONWE changed course to a westarly direction h
known position of the fishing vessel JESTER which was in the area and had not
been heard from. It was later ascertained that the JESTER had survived tbe

- burricane and had mads its way to Galveston. _ _

62. The CAHOCNE ‘thersafter proceeded to Cameron, Louisiana, a scenie of great

devastation by the hurricane, to assist and finally returned and docked at =
Pier 22, Oalveston, Texas, at 0250 on 30 June 1957. _

on 6 June 1957 with

64, The owners of the XETURAH did not know the identity ot any person on board
other than the Mastar who obtame-d a.nd employed his own erew.

Nembem, Virginia, as Haster.

there a list of the crew members given to the company before departure. It
" had besn the usual practice for the vessel to carry 8 or 9 crew members upon
Jeaving Pensacola. A

65, The owners and operators of the KETURAH did not’ knw t.he location of the
fishing banks to which the KETURAH proceeded. .

67. It had been the praciice for soma of the crew members to obtain tmancial
advances before leavinz on a fishing trip and through this means and by talking
to other persenms in the vicinity, the owners of the KETURAH arrived at the S
conclusion that the following persons werg likely on board the KETURAH at the

tine of the sinid.ng: ) .

Belmont, N. C, -
pa, Florida -
» Pensacola, Floridd and Rpanoke, Virg:lnia
Pensacoia, Florida »

N 000000
Moline, Illinois _ '
MOline, Nlinoie
ttiesburg, Mississippi -
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f\ 68 - and i} avveared et Pansacola ter 'their names had appeamd in
newspapers as being .Lasing, atatinsr they had not made the voyasa. -

69 . The owmers of the EETURAH listed the mmibf'r or crew mx.mhers lost al_.
per SONS »

70 The estimated loss or damare o the vessel was given by the owners as o -
$35,0N0, thez vessel being a total loss, _ IR

Tl. Witnesses interviswed: o
Pensacola, Flofida, Presi@ghéh

l.
Warren Filsh Company _ N
2, Pensaccla, Florida, Secretal'.\'n
‘.'_iarren Fiah Comnazy ' =
3. P,nsacola, Flonda, Guner- L
..aptam, Fishing Schooner PROVIDENCE II ‘ :
L. (5499) 1TJ3, Acting Commander officer, cec'

CAHOONE, Galveston, Texas | R
5 . I, -5, Civil pogtanee,
Pure Oil Company ‘ ' L
r\ 6. _(590!;) ENS, USCO, GGG cmoonz
| 7. T ™2 U 0GC CAHOONE .
¢ HACH, 056G, CGC cmodm
9. T, 2. USCY, CGC CAHOONE
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73. That the failure of the towing hawser while the CAHOONE wes attempting o
lessen the perdl of the KulliuH was dus either to the absence of a suitabls
. means of gscuring the hiwsor or the inability of ! ‘ _
fast the suring lay towinz nendant, ﬁuhmma , i
ing from the KETURAH, thereby allowing the ocutwater to contact the D My
during excessive yaws. This is coupled with the faflure of the EETURAN b9 .~

subjecting it to mmivo' Lress.

Th. That no persons verving on the KETUMR ware sctisg uader suthority of .
a:mumwuucomm”iuwmv. ' 

75. thpemmolo:tbmm«woum“n-
tributed to the casualty. The Coast Oward Cutter CAMOOHE 4aid .
while standing Yy to atizect the attentien of the pervons ca board the |
KETURAH to the fact that ¢the vessel was in a dangurows positicn, asd

' matmuﬂ.mmwtuMhmthmmctﬁ-

76. Mmhamﬂnﬁmnlﬁuh'w&nimm

77. That the extinguished lights on the rig far & fev ninutes before and aftew:
the oollision did not owmtribute to ’c-I 28 e cavee might hove bLeen.
ﬂnwtiuﬁuofﬂummw fron the GANDONE whieh
aply lighted the rig. |

18. th'uaummmm_ LA

79. That no uncherted or incorrectly cherted ares exr cb wery dnwedved,
the presence of the drilling structwre wWith whish W’ N csllided having

been duly oromulgated in Motice to Marinmere,

80. That st snd after the misfortwne sil possidle efforts were made 0 swerd
impending disastes. : . - '
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In view of the foregoing findings
it is recosmended that no further

8.

with the submission of't.hil report and
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