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From: Chief, Merchant v.aulzlnspeétion Division
To: Commandant

30 May, 1960, with loss of life.

1. Fursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C.P.R. Part 136, the record of

the Marine Board convened to investigate subject casualty, together with its

Findings of Faot, Conclusions and Recommendations, has been reviswed and is -
- forwarded herewith. ' - e A e

2.  The motorboat 1OVEl (JACTO), a converted 26!
deck forward, powered soline engine, was privately owned and used
for pleasure purposes on inland waters and off the coast of New Jersey. On

. the morning of 30 May, 1950, the motorboat 10V6l (JACTO) with four persons on.

bourd, was proceeding through the Shark River Inlet to ses at a speed of 3-4
imots and when part way through the inlet, a swell caused her to btroach, lay

on her beam ende and catapult all persons on board into the sea. At the time

of this casualty, the wind was northwest, force 1-2, ebb tide at approximstaly
2 knots, visibility 2-3 miles with a small to moderate swell treaking in ‘thé -
mouth of the inlet. : '

3. As & result of this ocasualty, thq following three persons lost their

lives:
| _ Belmar, New Joraey
’ West Orange, New Jersey
, West Orange, New Jerasey

4. The Board made the following Findings of Fact:

"(1) The motorboat 10V6l is a wooden, clincher built, double ended =
vessel, approximately 26' x 8' x 2-1/2% She is owned and was
operated by ., of I, belyer,

N. J. She is powered ty & 260 HP, 4 cylinder, gasoline Universal
engine. The JACTO is under tonnage, not subject to inspection, and

|
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is & converted 26' self tailer with a raised deck forward. The self 1
bailing feature has been sliminated. : ]
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sesms to have been unaware of what was happening to Maé -
toat, as he states that he remembers only that the sthrdoard”
side of the Loat rose very rapidly and that the next -1
knew, he' was thromu into the water over the pors ‘
ell the other ocoupants. Eye-witnesses stated tha
seemed to stop as it met one of the larger swel &i
‘troached to part and then went over on her pors L}
next swell. The twat shipped encugh water ) i
and stop the engine, tut she righted herself and drifted: s
the inlet into the comparatively calm oosan. - - U i
: EARALT B Sot
(¢) When the four men in the toat went over the side, tho *
Callans and Mr. Stillwell were in a group together and wr. |
was a ghort distance emay. M. NN towards the Wat Wt
was unable to reach it, and when he saw that he could net reach
the narth jetty either, he flcated on his tack until he was
rescued. He does state that he heard one of the m'ﬂlﬂﬂ '
call tut is not certain of the import of the ary. ﬂmzh-
dicated that young Callan became panicky and was assisted"in
remmining afloat by the other two men. However; whem help afrived
on the scene about five minutes after the aceident they were
apparently drowned and their todies hawve not as yo& been redgvered.

(6) The lookout in the Coast Guard towsr stated that he sew the

oat head out between the jetties and that he turned to lég {6 out

in his Wok. He was writing in the log when he receivéd i

from the tridge that a boat had turned over in the inlet gud"
on

i

were in the water. The lockout was of the opinion thet ¢

was very favorable and that the surf at the entrance waa
moderate. He immediately called the Officer in Charge s

t : -




/, R ,, ’: ‘;' | ‘ i o -5 1,.
: L :

Chief, MVI Division to | 11 July, 1960
7~ Cormandant _ : . QHB-2/4 (M/B 10V6l
| . (JacT0) a-3 ®.)’

River Lifeboat Station, metewsin [, wb», vith
two other men attached to the station, jumped into & jeep, E
drove to the btoat tasin and procseded to the soens in Motor Life-
toat 36442. The wat arrived on the scene in about five minutes
from the time of report of the aococldent and picked up Mr.
who was floating on his back. Sesrch for the other three men
was unsucoessfuls The JACTO wag recovered, the water in the
bilge pumped out, and she was towed tack into the inlets and later
hauled out. C '

(6) Exsnination of the JACTO showed that the required equipment
wag aboard and that the boat would protably have passed inspestion
for her type had she been pioked up underway in the day-time.
Bsyond the minimum requirements, howsver, the loat was poorly
equipped and in & marginal condition. . =

(7) The names of the persons lost and their addresses are as
follows:

‘ Belmar, New Jersey :
West Orange, New Jersay .
f\ =uww.nauq-

(8) Witnesses interviewed are as follows:
» Owner, /B JACTO
ge Texder, Avon, New Jersey
| g
Dre. , Avon, New Jersey
Bll, USCO
s

6.  The Pard made the following Coneclusions:

"(9) (a) The 10V61 (JACTO) was tasically a sound and seaworshy
boat. Her condition and the installation of her gasclime supply
left a lot to be desired, but there should have boen mo diffioulty
in the actual passage of the boat out of the inlet under the
conditions oWalning on 30 May, 1950, at 1015 or therealouts.

(b) Mr. seems to be.a poor atman at best, and his in-
ability to re the events which transpired in the seccnds pre-
ceding the near-capsizing of the btoet is probtmdly due te confusion
on his part as to what actually toald place. He was careful to
stress the slow speed of the loat and it sesms that this slow: apeed,
which resulted in loss of steersgewsy, prodably was the reason the
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Chisf, MVI Division to - ' 11 July, 1950
Commandant , 0H6-2/4 (I/B 10vel
- (JACTO) a=3 B1)

boat was sheered so violently to port, pomitting the next aee

to nearly oapsige her and to throw all her ocoupsnts overboard.

The engine may have stalled bsfore the water ocame aboard btat in
axy event the water which partially filled the Wat would have

acoomplished this if it had not previously oocurrod

(¢) moatewain NN acted promptly and effiociently in ]
going “o the scene and his appearance with a fully manned boat .
. at the mouth of thw inlet within five mimites of the ooccurvence
is worthy of favorable comment. ’ !

(d) No unfavorable inference is to de drawn from the fact
that the lookout on duty in the tower did not actually obeerve
the boat as she near-ocapsized, as it was reasgonable to assume
that she would easily pass through the inlet under the existing. o
conditions, and he was then occupied in logging her passage. Im B
passing, it must be noted that the lookout is too far from the i
inlet to clearly see what is going on when btoats are puling ‘
through it.

(e) There was no failure of inspscted equipment or material
in this casualty, nor did any Coast Guard persommel or any
representative or member of any Govermment agency oontritntc in
wiy way to this loss of life."

6. The Mard made the following Recommendations;

“(a) There is no reason or grounds for action under the ligont
Ravigation Statute sgainst Mr. I and no sction against him by
the United States Attornsy ia recommended.

(b) It is reconmended thmt the new lookout tower, which has been
erected, be placed in servios as scon as possible due to the mch
better visibility afforded the lookout fro- that location.

(e} 1t is recommended that no further action be talken and the
case b olosed.

REMARKS

7. Following approval by the Commandant, it is recommended that the record :
of subhject casualty be referred to the Office of Operations for such action as A
may be deemed appropriate with respsct to recommendation (b) of the Foard.

8. The Foard neglected to sulmit two original coples of the record of sud-
Jeoct inveatigation as required ly Seotion 7+3-8 D (2) of ihe Merohant Marine
Sefety Xanual.
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; Chief, UVI Division to
f\ Commandsmt
9.  Subjoot to the foregoing romarks, i
nf Pact, Conclugicne and Reoamendations of
s approved.
EDW, C. CLAR
| EDN. C. CLEAYR
Ind-1 ) ~ ' 24 mo
(u/n m (.ncto) a3 M.)
From: Chiesf, Office of Merchant Larine Safety
To: cmt
. Forwardsd, recommerding approwal. |
7~
APPROVED: 26 July 1960
I
Commandant
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