-

1) § 4
17 September, 1961
(JACK = a=3 Bd)

From; Chief, Moréhmt Vesael Inspecticn Divieiom
TOs Camnandant B
Subj: ‘mrine poard of Invostisation; Unirnspected HB JACK, 8 gete,
foundering off Plum Island, long Island Sound 10 June, 1961,
with loss of life , C
1. Pursuant to the provisions of 7itle ¢6 C.F.D., Part 136, the record
of the ~arine Board convened to investigate subject casualty, togother with
its Findings of Fact, Oninions and Recomsendatidne, has besn reviewed and
ie forwarded herewith. :

2. The motorboat JACK of § g%, built in 1912 as & treawler, was pur-
chased by the ownsr in June, 1960 After purchage the veseel was hauloed out
arnd found to bo 1n & structurally dofeotive eondition, tut no effective re-
pairs wors mude %o correci such dofects. AL 0815, 19 June, 1961, although
srall craft warnizgs were broadonst, the JACK, with 13 passengers on board,

. depsrted from Nlantis, Corasctlsut for & iishing exoursion in the vicinity

of Little Gull Ialande AL 1516 the JACK undertook to return to Niantic.
The weather conditions in the morning were & to LiE, wind welooity 13 to 18

 knots, with a 3 to 4 sea: In the afternoon the wind shifted to E to ESE in-

oressing in velocity and asoompanioed by gusts and high seas. ghortly after
1400 the JACK cpened up i & lsmediately thereafter foundered,—ap=—
proximmtely 8/4 of a mile off Flum Island, Long Island Sound. Eleven pas-
songers 1ost their 1ive: as a rasult of this cesualtye.

S. The Poard mede the following l-‘ind%!;g: of Faot:

"1, The Notor Passenger Boet JACK founlered on 10 June, 1951,
about 3/4 of a mile mortheast of Plum Island in Long Island Sound
(410 10* $°u; 720 11° 36™:) with resulting loss of 11 lives.

w2, The Motor Pasaenger Boat JACK, official number 233661 was &
gasoline propelled vessel mhich utilized & four cylinder Redwing
Thorcughtred engine, rated at 40 horsepowor, to provide a maximum
specd of 9 kmotg. It wes 335 faoet long, 11-1/2 feet in the besm
and displaced 9 gross tona. It had a wooden hull with oailkk seams,
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which was built in 1912 and had beea converted from a trawler.
the cabin was a full trunk type and the top extended about two
feat above the flush deck of the vessel aft to the pllothouss.
To the starboard of the wheel, a wide ladder led down to the
engins housing where a passagewdy ob the right went forward about
3 fest to an opening, in an athwartship bulkhesd, leading to & 10
or 11 fest long cabin. A bench about 3 feet decp was lengthwise on - .
either side of tho cabin. On each bench were stacked 5 rows of 3
adult %ype life preservers of orange and white canvage - Forward,
the galley was separated from the bow by & tulkhesds A door, the
full height of this partition was open. A. space about 4=1/2 fest
. long, used cccasiozally for storing, exposed the skeletal structure
of the Yoat in that area, Dmmediately aft of the helm, a trap door
in the deck showed the dlges, steering gear, eto. The toat was /.
licensed as & party fishing boat. It was owned and operated by
Rodert Thoraton of Bronx, New York who holds
motorboat operatorts licenss No. : . o

3. The vessel had been employed as an vopen party ri;ni:t boat!
since June, 1950 and was operated out of Niantis, Comneoticut.

'®g4, It had been purchaszed Yy the present owner in Juns, 1950, at
which time it had been taken out of the water and exsmined by him.
later, dus to leskage it was hauled out of 16 July, 1960, at Darrow's

. poat Yard, Nientic, Commecticut, at whioh time the stuffing box was

- repacked mnd nine, two inch number 12 sorews were put in the hull
forward, below the water line for the purpose of drawing the planking
into the ribse Sincs excessive leakage did not subslde, the JACK
was again placed on the ways on 18 July, 1950, at the aame .
Here an inspection of the under part of ths hull by
ownier of the yard, revealed that G or 8 planks forward on both sides
of tho keel had pulled sway, about half the thicimess of the planking,
giving & olapboard appesrance to that part of the hull. Trying 2 or
8 fastenings, iir. MEMEAfound they would not draw dwe to the soft
bed in the ribse The yard owner refused to perform any work on the -
boat bocause sscuring the proper water tight integrity required ex-
tensive work such as renewing the ribse. However, while the btoat was
out, Mre Thornton d1d somé csulking sud placed some sheet lead over’
the scams to retain the caulking cotton. In August, 1860, the boat
was hauled at Bayreuthers Yard at Saunders Point, near Niantie, at
which time the bottom was painted to prevent worm holes. . Subssquent- ’
1y, the JACK was stored in the opem at the Steinwy Boat Yard, Astoris,
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from the fa1l of 1960 until 1My, 1951 For a poriod of aboub tm

weeks prior to its being placed in the water, the owmer and his son

(holder of a 3rd iate's 1icense), readied it for the sessom ly
oorqpingmﬂpamthg. mmmmxmpwmumm
suparstrusture green. The motal guard covering the stem wis runnd

' because some of its rebaining mails had rotted out. Screws two

inches longer than the nails were sabstituted haumottlndqcoh- N
dition of the wood, Am-pmammmmamm
e half of sean compound were used on the bottom of the hull. The wes~

o0l wmas put in the water about 16 May, 1961, and afber three diys :
during tichnoumml leskage was oblu-nd. it wmas odhthc. .

¥6e Since the time of its purchase and with the moption of thc

examination at Darrow's Ship Yard, whire sdverse criticism was given, -

no Anspection of the hull was made Ly & person competent to ewvaluate
its seaworthiness. A courtesy inspection by the U. S. Coast Cuard
Auxiliary in 1960, found the bost uoownum dththole;tl ro- :
Quirements as to squipment.

"G. On the late afternocn of  June, 1961, the JACK returned from a
day*a fishing trip in Long Island Sound and mes cluntd and refueled

‘sarly that ovening.

"7. At nboue 0700, on 10 June, 1951, !r. Thornton, as was his practios,

turned on the redio and learned from a local radio station broadcast -
that small craft storm warnings had been issued covering that areds
The warning had been icsued ty the U. S. Yeather Ruresu, effective 0700
hours, EDSY that morning covering from Blook Island to the msinh
Capes and wag effestive for the ensuing 2¢ hourl.

S, The woather conditions in the morning were overcast skies with - .

visidility 8 to 15 miles, the wind was E to ENE, with velooities of

18 to 18 knots and & 8§ to 4 sea, In the afterncon the wind shifted

<o E to ESK, 1norm:ln5 in volooity and aceolpaniod W gulta and
higher seas.

3. Sailing at about 0816 from m-nuo. the Motor Puungor Boat
JACK carried 14 porsons including the skipper. Thore wsre Eleanor D.

Wiloox, Hay wilcox, Barney Solwarts, his stepson Richard Farnes, ~ . -
. Thomes Lamos, Albtrecht Hilsinger, Anthony Lambardo, Willlam Krevit,

Gloria Veaturella, Malcolm D. Gurian, Loy Roper, Costas lambripides,
and Rodert Thornton. mxn- sass knew tho boat and

.
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its ouner, others cmbarked having read & sizn posted on the pler
advertising 'Open boat, fishing, sailing 8 sme dalily.! There were
no orew maubers except perhaps Barney Solwmarts, who was & friend of
the akipper and acted as 'mate'. '

"10, In acoordanse with a promise to try for sea bass, the vessel
was headod Lowards Little Gull Island where following about anr hour
and a quarter running time, the anohor was dropped off Port liichia.
After an unsuccessful period of about an hour, the oat was moved
near Constellation Rockes No fish were caught here oither. Then the.
vessol was anchored off the southwest side of Flum Island, olose into
tho lee of the ialand, they upped anchor when no fish were had for a
place about 1 mile to tho oast. - ’

"1l. shortly after 1316 hours, it was decided by all that in view of
their failure to cateh sny f£ish it would be best to return to Flantic.
The anchor was hove and the coureo was set to take the bLoat between
Plum and Little Gull Islands. ' ‘

#12, after traveling about 2-1/2 miles at o slow speed and at about
1400, Mr. Thornton's attention was directed Wy a passenger to water at
the bottom of the ladder. He went below and was told by Vinoent Lom-
. bardo, who was in tho oadin to escape the wind and the sea treaiting .
over the vessal, that the water was soming in the bow. Iombardo abe
servod a hole shout 2-1/2 fest long by 2 feet wide well formard on the
port side of the bow. FHe observed this after having felt the boat -
pound 6 or 6 timss and discovered water over the floor boards of the
cabin. The boat had pounded at various tiwes during the dey because
of the heavy ascas. '

*15, Life preservers were passed up to all persons and each had ome, -
which was put on. Four orange 1ife Jackets later reccvered were stamped
manufuotured ty by Atlantde and Pacifio Memufacturing Company, Juns 18,
1949, and § white canvas onos also retrioved were made by the sms firm,
The USCG Inspector's stamp of approval was barely outlined although too-
11legible to be reads All the oork blocks were in good condition and
showed no aigns of granulation. S

914, The JACK sank very quickly because of the large hole, and broke
upe All of the persons now in llfe preservers were grouped about the .
oabin top which had coms off in one piece. Hawever, despite thelr
ability to remsin afloat the ohilly water and seas breaking over their
heada, caused loge of control of their extremitles and despits the
assistence of others, Mrs. Wiloox, Barnmsy Solmartz, Richard Parnes and
Thomas Lamos succumbod within two hours.
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“10s A 810uL 4 pelie, Thormten snd iamberinides deocliad to attempt
30 mE So PIwm islamd for nasistonoze Hoviag with the wind bt
agdingt the ebb tide, Lhey nod progresesd botweon §O and 50 fect
ok 9 JACK whozm fhe jwlhor poat CINDY appccached apd picked them
e )

ata. T3 Wobor fost CITRY, 38 feet loog with twin engimea, 18 owmad

v 15 ford, Connections, snd was
apersted by NS ¥ilford, Coanedticubse

The labiey with four other gersonc had dsparted Milford on Friday,
8 June, for & waokend -fisping trip.

"17e Or Lo coyaing of the 10th, ihe CINOY doparted eastern lorg
Island for the retura te 11lforde lHowever, whon in the vieiniiy of
the emgtern side of Cordinors Islend, both engines failed. Anchoriip,
drs Ryan cleansd the Mliters and both engines starteds About 15 wmine
utes afterward, vne of the cngines stopped againe Ko susoess wns mot
in the attenmpt to start is and finally the bDatiery went dead. A4 rube
ber hoae was hooked to the fuel pump end the gas wes siphoned from .
the top of the tank through a handkerchioef, used as a filter to insure
the remaining engins would funstion. Decause of this difficulty, the
oourse was changed to by pass Plum Gut and go east of Gull Island.

"18, while heading northerly an umnsual amount of detris was notlced
in the water snd shortiy thereafter persons wers sesn afloat.  Chang=
ing eourse towards the group the ongine falled again amd 1% was neces~
aary to get the gas line clearads The boat roached the side of Thornton
and lambrinides, who were taken aboard in an exhausted state, whez tha
engins stopped onge mores Down wimd (wind BSE, 15-17 knots) and within
50 feet of the group of persons, the CINDY could offsr no ald since tho

. motors could not be. sterted. Drifting rapidly with the strong wind aad
ageinst the sbb tide of the 4 {oob seass, the motorboat marzowly missed
Silas NHook and was brougnt te anochor to the east of Plum Islamd to
avoid being oarried on the rooks. MNeamrhile the persons in the water
were oerried farther awey by the tide. :

"19¢ Neither boat carried a radic trangmittor. However, at darkness,
four £lares were fired and signals were sent by a &0 candlepowsr spote
1light without results

%20, The CTHDY remained en enchor until taken in tow by the CG 356846

from Fisher's Island lifeboat Station to the Cosst Guard Moorings b
New London on ths morning of 11 Jjune, 1961, at about 0830.
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*21, jicazrhile the papccozers from the diCK suscumbad to the ﬁ ors .
of %tha cen oue by doo until ly abeut 2000 bours, 0y
e sele survivore o S C

. Rg2. PEEEEEEREE (201-905), BiC, serving at tho CO Moorkhge, Eow
iondon, Comce, while at homw, wns relaycd A nsssage from & Nre —
&% ahcud 2115, to 'the otfect thet the JACK with ning paseengers hsd .
departed Mantio that worniag and not retwned. Je arrived at the
otasion within ten minutes and unsuceenczfully atiempied to countact
Lr. U Loy sdditianal dessriptive informatien. ur. I
Iclc, Mlantie (thought 4o b a brothsr of Schwarts) phoned and mas -

%o givo o more thorough desoription of the JACK. ] '

225, [ »~4 ordercd a comaumications ohsck at Mow London, Fishurs
Island, Little Gull Light aud CORNFIELD LIGHTVESSEL for the purpase of -
locating the boat prior to his arriving at the Meoorings. This was, o
‘followed Yy additlonsl orders to the Oriemt Point Light kesper who cone
tacted the Greenport and Shelter Island folice for the latter to check -
the harbors within their jurlsdiotion. I

%24, At 2300, a phoue call- from Kr:;g.for the first time, estabe
1ished the CINDY as missinge The ations check was repeated as
‘well as & cheok with a liat on the CG 33394, * L
%265 Tha CG 83394 had been dispatched om 10 June ab 1166 hours to aid

s disabled vessel and searched o position adout one mile north of Gardi- -
ners Foint Pell Buoy until 1386« The sesrch was thon directed to the
_wast gide of Gardiners Island to Certwright Island and Flain Polnt, on -
the onst side of Gardiners Island, as a rasult of information radiced
from Plun Ioland Iighte The investization was torminated with permis-
sion grented to anchor in Flum Island Harbor in order to pump bilges. . .

This was Necessary because of the heavy soas. Lhils in. the harbor, & ‘
11c% of 21l vessels in yiew vas complied. The §5 footer then procesdsd .

at 1800 to the Moorings via the CORNFILLD LIGHTSHIP arriving at 1960,
Neither the JACK nor CINDY were otcerved during the entire run. )

v26. 125 IS Vscc, Commanding 0fficer, CQ lNcorings,
New London, was called ty Chief HEMENEN shortly before midnight amd
advized of the missing vesaels and intensive comxmniocations checiks

Ho srrived in ten mimmtes and reviewed the work donee’ At 1215, he'.
tranamitiod & priority dispateh to the Coziptroller on watch at the . .
Srd CG District Office, advising of the ‘situation concerning the o
CINDY and requested a search of the vioinity of Montauk Folat to
ascertain whether it was westherdound there. At 1240, & priority
dispatoh was sont advising the District that the JACK with § persons
aboard was missing. N - :
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R =27, A% OLE0, 11 June, the Distrist dy a dispatch referring to the '

CIMY and JACK, ordered the Group Commander et Hew London to advise

ihe Conneatiocut gtate Police, the Group Commsniar, loriches to alert:

whe local barracke of New York State Phlloe for a commmicstions -
" search of all harbors and the Group Commander, Eatens Neck to re-

check Port Joffersone . : S

. 728, This was followed ty & Distriot dispatch at 0440, directing two
airoraft tc comsence s sedarch of certain arcae at daam 28 well a8
ordering the 0G 83394 and boats from Fishers Island, Diteh Plains .
Lifsboat Stations to search defined areas within the perimeter of
stratford Shoals Light, to Montauk Point and New London. The shores
of Plum Isiand and Little Gull Islend were coversd by land to ingure -
that no swrvivors were washed up. - o

. %29, The CG 83394 with instruotions %o gearch from Niantic o Little

" gull Island, %o-Plum Gut and vicinity, departed New Londom at 0530
(RDST) and swept tho ares. Fassing through Plum Gut imto Gardinsrs

. Bay, the wheolanan sighted NNt » point about 2-1/2 miles
northeast of the Ruins at atout 0800. The survivor was on the eabin
top wearing a white canwvus lifejucket, Ie was taken aboard the 83

footer st OB10 aad rushed to New London where an asbulence was waiting.

_ "30, The schoduled search by sea and air was discoptimmed at 1710

Tk on 13 Juns at which time no further survivors had been found. However,
’ ‘ all airoreft and vesscle pessing the aree were ordered to keep a sharp

lookout. , ] L "

"$1. Mre Thormton has at all times maintained that his boat was holed
ty atriking a lobster pot oy rithough he denies having felt any im-.
pact of such & ,cp_nilion-" N - o

4. The Hoard expressed the following Opinicass

"1, It is significent that despite the age of the lMotur Passenger '
Boat JACK (1912), during the period of morq than a year which the :
present owner possessed it, he invested relatively little material '
and labor in the upkeep of the vessel. Caulking constituted the
prinoipal effort to maintain the vessel's watertight integrity. He
completely neglected to follow the astern warning of the rofted out . .
fastenings on the metal guard of the stera and the inadbility of

long screws to draw the planks into the rids. The opinion of the

‘Board is that all evidence poimts-to a serious failure of the re= .
tentive power of the wooden skeletal strusture of the boat due to dry )
rote The poor sesworthy condition of this boat wus made even mors ap- '
parent when lead plates wers used to hold the csulking cotton in plaos. -




L DIvizicn ol , . AT Soplaalosy AUdd

dact ST (ncx;'.-sm)»

2. 16 is believed that the vunl was provided with. -u thQ 0@19-
ment required for this type mr'boat with the exception of chnircn'
1ife preservers. The life preservers amny aboard were in ;ood
serviceabdle cond:l.tton. ,

"3 VWith the knowledge that mn oraft m:-uununm nu.u

: Mplrbicuhﬂ;ﬂthtluﬂndudmatmmnct.ﬂnmma

navigated in the Long Island and Hook Island Sounds wherein 1little -
or no interruption of the prevailing wind and numcptrlmd '
With the possible exception of the first anchorsge south of Plum '
Island, the boat felt the full drunt of the innrming'hﬂaﬂ
heavier soas.

"4, It is the conolusion of the board that with the hull h por. .
condition, the farce of the seas further weakened the vessel so that
upon its return trip to Niantic, a series of S or 6 poundings was

" suffieient to ocause a portion of the planking to let go. As & result,

water entered far more rapidly than the penr of the pumping system
oould diapon of ite

- ®B. The idem of a collision with a lbbster pot buay having holed the -

vessel is rejoected when considering that the JACK was traveling at
slow speed, the strusture ort!utypoofb\mylmdthnfmtthtm S
damage was sustained forward without a Mnmon in speed had.ng boq o

noted at th‘ timo. C

-

"G, Invluot‘thonpidm in which the boat nnk, it 1 doubb- f

ful whether had a redio been aboard the JACK, it could have beem used

in time to transmit a call. On ths other hand, had the CINDY been .
able to radio the fact of the inoident and its positicn, assistance
would have been forthooming so that most of the d.ght ponom alive
at the time would havo been uvod.

"7, The life preservers were gi.m to all, passengers and were wora
in a proper mammer. r. Thorntondidnl :I.nhhpcnrtondud
comfort those in the water. _

g, It is believed that the persons atoard the CINDY were mnnuy :
unable to render any additional assistance to that whioch was given.
Against the strong wind, a 1lins scould not have hunhuwdthotp-
proximtely 50 feet to the poople in the water. ‘

. w@e
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"8. The Roard is umable to explsis hov NN, «ithoogh
& busky wsll built man, wes alle to survive the severity of the
night adrift exvcept to conclude that his preyers were answired.

"10. It is Walisved that the Commmading Officer of the (0 Noorimgs

et Jow London, Comnsetisut and ¢he persomnel sttaohed to the sommnd
took the requirsd saction expeditiously, eonsistest with the informstion
sapplied to then. Nome of the icCormants were able to piapoint the
locatios of the vesssl with euffioicnt elarity te assure asy Mope of
sxccasefully locating the some of the fwoident during darkmess.®

The Board made the following Recomsndations;

*l. That a charge of negligenss be preferred sgaimst the motorboat
operatorts license issusd to Robsrt Thoratom, wder RS $450, as
emended, specifying s failure to hoed the smell craft storm

that sas displayed prior to Ms departare on the morning of 10 June,
ighl.

“Z€. That the record of the procsedings of this board be formayded
to the Dspartasnt of Juatise for possible crimimal action dased on
negligent cparation of the Motor Fassenger Doat JACK (46 USC 626-1).

Recoanendation 2 of the Board shat the record of subjeet casualty

bs trazamitted to the Attornsy General of the Umited States is coneurred
with. A review of ths suljeot casmliy indicates that the record contains

evidencs of erimimal liadility on the part of hodert Thornton, NN

Bionx, Kew York, ognmer and operater of the M.RB. JACK st the time the

mbject engualty ocourred, arising out of tho violations of the following
statutes; :

7

(a) 46 USC 6568 ~ sanding en unseaworthy vessel to sea

(b) 18 TUSC 2196 - negligently endangering life

(c) 18 USC 1115 = negligent deatruction of 1life

(d) 46 USC &6 1 -snd m ~ reckless and noglizemt operation of wessel
Subject to the foregoing remarks, it is recommsnded that the Findinge

of Fact, Opinions, and Reoommendations of the Poard bo approved.

—
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. foundering off Plum Island, Lons Island Sound 10 June, 19851,
‘ ‘with loss of life . ,
Foruardod. rooomendl.ng spproval. L : _
AFFROVEDs. (CT 9 1951
' MERLIN O'REILL _ '
' Vice Adniral U, §. Ceast Gw'd , , o
Ccmndant o \ :

<10






