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{BASAYIAN PILOR -
JACER LOCOMBACE ~ Cwdi >

from: Cidaf, Marctbant Yeamwl Inspection Division
Teo:  Commadart
¥ia: Chiof, ATies of Verchent Merine Safsty

Subj: derice Domxd of Inwestigation; collision betiwen freight vessels
SS HANAIIAN PILOT asd 88 JACOR LOCKREBACK, 7 siles WS fne
Fransison [Sght Yemsel, 14 Zaly 1953

1. Prioe %o daytresk oa 14 July 1953 tbe 65 HAMATIIAN PILOT, 8445 g%,
van San Frencisco aa route from Homoluln, and the 38 JICGB
IACKEYBACH, gote, Vas Isuving that port for Kowsa. The wather vas
L , Hght atrs, end gentle smlls. Wisu spproximatsly between 8.5.
and San Pransisec Lights, the HAHAIIAN PILOY, prossedisg at 17
knots, sighted She JACOB LUCKRIBACH on ber redar becring to porl, distanes
1.8 miles, and the JICB UKCKENRACH, proossding at 12 knots, aighted tie
ABALIAL P11OT on hew redsr besring Vo alsrboard, distance 7.9 silss. The
saster of the (AJAITAF PIIOT assumed thmt the JACTB LUCKERSACH wms the
Sxza Franciseo Light Yessel. While spprossiking no opposite Yowe the HAKAIIAY
PILOT altesed scuree slightly to sterboard and the JACCE LUCKENRACH altexa:
course slightly to port. Vhen the vessels Meard sech other’s faog signals
and aightad eash cther, they foond tiemselwes iz g erossing sitwatios with
oollision inevitabls. To svoid eallisicon, both vessels mads course aliare-
tions, The HAWAIIAN PILOT put her eagine full astern bat the JACKR
LDCEEBACH did pot yeduece speed until after ths eolll . Doth wesels
escliided at sbaut OL3S ia a papition approsimately T, 7.1 niles fron
San Fransiseo light Vemsel. The MAJAIIAM PILOT suffersd bow demage. The
JACOB IDCKENBACYH wms bolod and dus to progressive flouding tirough temmage
1n the bulkhesds butusen the weatier aad fresboard decks, tie
Y IaC0R INCKEMBACI sark spproximately 30 sdmutes after the eallisiom. Mo
parsons lost their lives and only Wwo peseons were slightly injwed on the
JACOB LUCKEWBACH. ’

2. Fursuant to e provisions of Titls 46 C.F.R. Part 135, ths resoed of
the Merine Board of IowesiigatSon cosvensd to imvsstigate subjeet assually,
Sogethar with its Findings of Fact, Conalusiors and Fecowseadutioss, hme
heen rovisved and is forwerded herouith, ' ,

3. Goroclusicas, paragraphs 20, 21 anl 2b6{e) in the Eoard's repors ir
affoct atuts Lde mssters of both vessals were negligest for not plotting
s meries of two or mora bearings amd rangss to detersine the ocouree and




|
|
|
§
s

devies in o uay reliswves ths mator of a ship
tion stristly $o chsrve the requiresssts laid
Drdermtiossl Begulations for Preveating Cellisions ab .
ia pertisular, the chligetions contained ia Ariicles 15 and 26
of those Megulatious.*

5. Fiuiing of Tact, pewagreph 17, and Conelnsions, paregraphs 24 ead 26 (4)
i 4w Bosrd’'s vepart in sffeet stole timt the 'twess deek or fywsbonrd desk
Patalns vaye required to bs fully essoured., The Boaxd dose

ary lagel anthority for swch rFequirement soy doss it cite asy semres from
vhioch sush requirement cramates. In thds eamnectiion ibe

Line Coovention of 1930, the lewd Lire Asts of the United States, anl rege-
lations thezrwunder cortain ac speoific requiremssts relative to the use of
mdeh sovore asd tarpenlisms. Jule IVIIX of tiw e
Couveation of 1930 and Sec. 43.10-35(a) of the U. 8. lced line degulstions
soquire thot saitable eovers, tarpmulins, and daiteuing arrangeasats be
previded, The responsidilily is in the mester for

sush applisnces shall or shall not be used apnd the extent of sush use for the
seavorthirees of the wessel. It should be cbeerved that the above-eited load
1ise requirements, inohsling requircoeats with respeet to closurs of hatobes,
are fstenied Vo proviie for sz adequate standayd of fresboard, watertight
intagrity, and strength fram the standpoiat of hasards of wather aod not as
& proteetion from the yesulto of ocollision, sxploeion, grouniing, or othew
w”c

6. Conclusiou, paragreph 37, of tie Board stutes that the mibject emasmily
should offer intoresting madterial for study of the desirability of full
sesatling type vesesls vith respect to tie additioosl sarglin of salety pro-
vided by watortight tulkhewis extending to the weather-deck over the shelter-
desk tyoo (reight wesselsn. In this eonmsetion it is evident thati the loes
of the JACOB LUCKIYPACH mey be attriduted to present sdmsesuresent regulations
widen provide a premium for the deetrustion of tulkiwaed integritly with the
rosult that bulkhseds ubich vould othervise sormally be made essestially
vatertight are fitted with tonnnge opeaings. Theoe sdxsasmrcrsat regulations,
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2 Jumazy 19%4
Chisf, WX Division, %o (BANATIAY PILOT -
Commarmin JICD IDCEEMBACH - Ca12 B3)
vmnmwwmﬂmormm,mhMMmh-
perfect but very wll established scespted ednsaswrensad pwin-
odples. Asonimat of U U, 8, Fegulations vithout s sceresponiing slmags My
the okher mritine sountries esould result in a ecnwiderebls cesmonds

$o Jasrican + Dessuse of this faol and Yeesuse of the

From: Chief, Offiee of Megchent Marine Safety

To1 Commundsnt

Forwmrded, recomwading spproval
APPROFED: 15 FIB 1954

A. G, RICHMOND
Reer Admirel, U. S. Comst Guard
Acting Commandant
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13. Whea the shaft alley wmtextight door was eventoelly closed, the water
lasw]l in the engine room stabilized at about two feet bolow the throttle
platfare. The vessel lost elsctrical power adout two mimutes efter the

oollision. 4An unsucoessful attempt wvas made to start ths Diesel esmswgency

statiilised vith the wather deck at the No. 5 hatch below the surface.

1l4. The arev sbandoned ship in good order in their own iifaboats. The
Chiaf Mate and Carpenter resmained bshind to see the lifsboats propexly
lamnched. They were subsequantly picksd out of the water ly a lifeboat
from the FANAIIAN PILOT after swimming about rifty feet.

15. After the oollision, the HAWALIAN PILOT immedistely lowered a lifeboat
to be of assistanes as found necessary, and stood by in the vicinity of the -
JACOB LUCKSNBACH. A fev minutes later, the other lifetnat from the
SAMAITAN PIIOT was put into the water. All crew mesbexs of the JACOB
LOCKEMRACHl ware taken abosrd the HAWAIIAN PILOT. The HAWAXIASE PILOY was
deeply holsd in the bow above and below the waterline; btut, the collision
bulkhead beld.

16. In the proosss of dinking, the JACOD LUCKENBACH, alwost izmediately
after the collision, settlsd by the stern wvith ths watér lowel on the
wveather deck up to the forvard pert of Illo. 5 hatch. It beld this poel-
tion for sose time and indicated that the vessel might remmin afloat.
Rowever, progreseive settling of ile vessel by stages ccourred, thus: -

A position with the water lswel across the wather deck resching the
forumrd part of No, 4 hatch was held for about 4 or 5 aimtes; a posi-
tion with the water lswel reaching the after pert of the cebin deck
for a short tims only; subssquently, a position, with the vessel in a
vertioal position, with the wvater level at the bridge beld for J or 4
ninutes; furthsr settling placed the water level up to Ko. 2 hatoh for

L




approximstely 2 minetee before ultimataly elnking belov the swcface
af the watar. Tihe JACOB IIKEERAELACH Aisappeared Demsetl ihe surface
wpright and starn first about 30 simutos after the vollisicn.

17. With both vesssls having been altared to shelter desk coostrestion,
the respectivs fresdoard deck hatches ware requivred te be attensd Sowm.
Sosver, ssitisr vesssl had any of thess hatches properly ssoured sod
testinony 1odioated that it uas not g mractics or costoa of either vessel
0 do so. The simiter-dedt bulkbead tommage opsaings sa esch wasel
hat non-vsteriight ebanml irons in place eeross the cpentmgs.

18. Damage to the RAWAIIAR PIIOT was estimated to be $50,000.00. The
loss of the JACGD LOCXENBACH and the lass of her carge repreeest an
sstimtad aggregate loss of $2,500,000.00.

Conalusions

19. This collision represeats anocther castmlty resulting from s vanton
disregard, or othervise igroring, tie applicabls rules to prevert suoh
eollisions, established bty Internstiomal Convestion, and ensacted into
law by the Cosgreems of the United States in 1890, asd subetituting
therefor & fulse sease of seourity besed upon the vse of redar. It 1
soumonly knows that radar aloas will oot prewest oollisios, or reliswe
a vesssl of the respomsibility of cospliance with theas rules, which
bave vithstood the test of time vith fow sodifications.

20. In this sase, both wesels, cparating under fog amd low visidility
conditions, saw sach other ot their radarscopes while thay vere uiles
apart. Both vessels hed ampls opportunity to plot a series of two o
are beerings snd ranges to dstermine the course and speed of the otder.
Neither veesel did this. Had the Master of the HAWAIIAY PTLOT telmn
this precaution, b would hawe known that the objest Ae mistakealy
ssowmed to be the Sen Frasocisco Lightship ou the redarscops wuas, ia
reality, the JAC(B LUCKENBACH; and, collision, no coudt, wonld have
osa avoided. As it was, he thought the JACOB ILUCKEMBACH wes the

Sen Trunaisoo Lightship and be ordered course changes which sctaally
resuited in the pollision of the two veesels,

2. The failore of the ¥Masters of both vessels op

of each otber iz coosidered megligence. Had the Master of the HANAIIAN
PlIOT taken a siwmple note of ™

he siculd bmve kpoum that the pip lw was observing could mot

cnzhored lightship. ,
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{b) Pailare w atop vesael'e angine win fog sigeale were deesrd
forvard of ths beem.

{(c; Patluzre to plot a Bariss of Lwo *aore repges w huri.nglot
tas pips obeesved oa the radsrscores.

{4) Qperating at sea withoot sll cargr mtehes woparly batieesd
down and setumed.

1o eddition 49 these specifioations crason to deth Masters, the Wester
of the HAMAIIA® PILOT will further be charge! with operating bis wesel
10 lov visibility withoot an ahle seaman at L2 wesel. Imerings will b
wld g1 the earilest opportunity.

'27. 1his emse should offer interestin; mat:iia’ for study of the

E

dnairability of full scantiing typs vesssls walh vegard 0 e addl
margia of safety provided by watertight btul wide exteadisg %o the Wmether-
deck, cver the sislter-deek type frefight seuseis. The Hoard bes lesrmsd
that it has oot besa the custom ar prastioe t¢ batten down wvith tarpauliiss
and wedges 1o batedds an toe fresboard decks of any shslter-deok Wgpe
vesee) ~perating sut of this port. The Bousd hes also imerd thal sang
these iypes cf weesels are pow properly ssonsiag the Oreabosrd deck Matehes
tefore lsaving port, vhils otber eimilar 'y vesselas sntisss 0 igmse

Ui requireasat.
Recommnud sti:08

28. it is recommended that Bsedquarter: ovwider pramlgstisg regulatiens
goweraing e requiremssts for tm cosriruction apd fastallatiss of shaft
allsy weltartight 4 on freight wesenls siilar to these mw sppliceble
w0 pesseager tassels, ¥o furtier acti.a apysars edvisadls asd it L»
this aase be alosed.

rotcmmaded

7. A. EICERA
. Coameamy, U, 8. Copst Susrd
Chairsan

Liscwmat, §. 5. Csast Geaed
Beaber and Neccrdae






