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© UN1TSD STATES CUAST GUARD
”~
«. Jdress Reply tot
COLMANDANT FA'
Uo S, Comst Guard % June 1951
Headquarters ‘ Files {GUDRUN a-1 Bd)

‘Washington 25, D, Co

Froms Chief, Merchant Veasel 4nspection Division
Tos Commandant
Via: Chief, Vffice of lerchant Marine Safety

Subjs Marine Board of Investigation inte disappearance of fishing vessel
GUDRUN with all persons on board .off Atlantic Coast January, 1951,

1 Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 CFR, Part 136, the record of
the Marine Board convened to investigate pubjeoct easuaity, together with
its Findings of Fact, Opinions, and Recommendatious, has been roviowed and
is forwarded herewith.

20 The M/V GUDRUN, a trawler of 2456 got., departed from Gloucester,

Massachusetts on 3 January 1951 for the fishing grounds on Grand Banks

of Newfoundland. On 12 January she was sighted in an epproximate position

43° N, 60° W and had 240,000 pounds of fish on board, On 13 January she

took on board at least 20,000 pounds mors of fish and departed for home.
A: 0823, 14 Jaauary 1961 the GUDRUN sent a radiophone mesmage that she was
4 diatreas and sinking., OShe sent additional distress messages from positicn
43° 30" N, 53° 45' d, but no radio station, however, was sble to establish
oommunications with the vecgal, After a thorough searsh, mo trace of the
GUDRUN or any of her crew has been found, and it is presumed that she foundered
with the losa of all persons on board. A storm ocenter passed olose to, the
position of the WUDRUN during the night of 13-14 January and vessela in the
vicinity reported heavy weather during this time.

3o Ap a result of thie casualty, it is presumed thet the following orew
menbers perisheds

Johann -4xel Johennsgon, Captain Jomes Cavanaugh

Matthew Whalen, Mate Augustus Hill

Daniel Meagher, lst Bngineer Harry ", 0'Connell, Jr.
Albert Moulden, 2nd *ngineer Daniel Williams
#ilfred Mello; Cook Fraok B. Nickerson
Alphonse Sutherland John Johnson

Frank Cavanaugh , ~ John Koslowski
Krisjon Johamneson :

4. The Board made the following Findings of Facts

"j. That the trawlor GUDRUN of Gloucester, Mass., official mumber
228023, was owned and operated by Trawler Gudrun, Inc., of 16 Priscilla
Lane, West Medford, Mass., and that the General Motoras Gorperation
held- mortgagea on the vessel.
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2, That the WDRUN departed fromthe Uortonsf’ew #harf at Gloucester,
Masa,, on January 3, 1951 for fishing grounds on the Grand Banks of Ncwa

foundland.

3,. That the GULRUR was last sighted on the evening of January 12,

1951, at which time she was fishing for rosefish in company with the trawler
BIUE FOAX, of St. John's, Newfoundland, inm position approximately forty= .
three degrees north latitude, {ifty degrees west longitude, and that, at

the time, the GUDRUN had om board approximately 200,000 pounds of flounder
and 40,000 pounds of rosefish, '

4, That the master of the GUDRUN advisad the master of the DIUE FOAN

by radio telephone at approximately 7:00 p.m, on January 12, 1951, that he
wan leaving the vicinity to steam sixty or seventy miles to the westward
and intended to fish for rosefish on the following day.

5. That the master of the BIE FUAM overheard the master of the GUDRUN
tell another vessel by radio telephone at approximately 6300 p.m. on
January 13, 19561, that the GUDRUN had caught 20,000 pounds more rosefish
that day and had a total of 260,000 pounds of flounder and rosefish on.
board; and that the GUDRUN had finished fishing and left for home about
3300 or 43500 o'clook that afterncon,

6. That the last position of the GUDRUN while fishing for rosefish
fF on January 13th was approximately 430 209 north, 51° 22° west.

7. That at 08834 on January 14, 1951, “oast Guard Radio, New York
{NMY) received a distress message from the GUDRUN on 2670 kllooynleao
atating that she was axnklnga

8. That botween 08383 and 0851% the GUDRUN broadeast dinstress mossages
by radio telephone on at least four different frequencies (211), 2182,
2670 and 2738 kilooyoles) und these messages were reseived by Csnadian
radio station VAU at Yarmouth, lova Scotia, Coast Guard Radio Beaton
(NMF), “Yoast Guard Badio New: York (NMY), the Coast Guard cutter ACUSHNET,.
commercial radio station WOU at Green Harbor, Mass., and others, but no
one was able to establish radio communication with the GUDRUN although
numerous attempts to do so were made.

9, That the poaltion broadcast by the WUDRUN in her distress messages
was 43° 30" north, 53° 45° west.

10, That coerdination and control of search and resouo operatlonn in
this case were excroised by Commander bastern Area, U, B, Coast Guard,
acting through the Area Keacus Coordination Center at New York, No. Y. -

1la That Commander Bastern Area promptly alerted facilities in a B

position to be of assistance, including the Canadien Reacue Coordlnntion

Center at Halifax, Nova Socotla, the Coast Guard Adir Detachment et Argentia,
r— Newfoundland, the Commander Lestern Sea Frontier, U, S, Navy, the Coast
Guard Cutters CASCO and CUOS BAY, the U, S, Navy deatroyers POWszRS and
LARSEN, the merchant vessela S3 MAUHLTANIAB 35 AMBRICAN PIANTHR AND S8
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AMERICAN SCUUT, end the fishing vessels ISABELA SPINDIER and JEAN FRANGIS,

12, That two Coast uGuard eircraft arrived over the reported position

of the distreas prior to 1600 January l4th, and that a U, 8. Navy
airoraft, a foya)l Cenadian aircraft, the two U. ©, Navy destroyers, the
merchant vessels S8 AMSRICAN PIANTER and S5 AMLRICAN SCOUT, and the fishing
vessels ISABELA SPINDIER and JEAN FRANCIS all arrived within the immediste
vioinity during daylight hours that day and commenced search as indicated
on Exhibit 3(1), '

13. That.o thereafter, an exhaustive seareh by airoraft and surface
vessols was conduoted, lasting five deys; and that the results thereof
were negative (See Lxhibit 3(1) to 3(6) inclusive).

140 That synoptio weather oharts indicate that a storm center passed
‘close to the position of the GUDRUN duriny the night of 13=14 January and
vessels in the vicinity reported heavy weather.

150 That the visibility during the searoh iveraged eight to ten

miles except om January 16th, when it was reluced to one to two miles at
times, due to heavy rain, and on January 17th when it averaged six to
eight miles. :

:
s
4

16, That a lifeboat from the GUDRUN was found by the trawler BLUE v
SURF on or about Februsry 13, 1951, in position of approximately 43% 55¢
north, 62° 20° west which is sixty-six miles on A bearing of sixty=nine
degrees true from the reported position of the GLORUN at the time of the
distress oall; znd that the lifeboat, when found, was floating right side
Up, in an undsmaged condition, partially filled with water, with one rowes
lock shipped on the atarboard side, the emergenay Topd containers intaat,
anc(i ;h; lower block of the forward boat fall still in the boat (See Lxhibit
(2} )s \

17. That the GUDRUN was a steel hulled vessel of 114.0 feet registered
length, 23,0 feat registered breadth, 11.4 feet registered depth, 245.75
- tons gross tunnage and 116 tons net tonnage, and was built in 1928 by the

Bath Iron vorks Corporation, Bath, Maine. '

180 That the GUDRUN was enrolled and licensed for %he fishing service
and assigned offioial number 228023, R

19, That the GUDRUN was purchased by the present owneve from the
Us 8, Government in early 1946,

20, That exteneive repairs and slteratione, at a total cest of
$68,068,50 were mede to the vessel at the General Ship and ®ngine Company,
East Bogton, during the period Februery, 1949, to July, 1949, as outlined
in Exhibit 5 (1) to (18), this work including the installetion of & new -
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General Motors dieeél main engine of 1200 horsepower.

2o That the vUDRUN was drydocked in February, 1350, at the Atlantie

. Yard, Bethlehem Stee} Company, and work pbrformod as indicated in Sxhibit

? (1) to (3) at a total cost of $4,6521,00,

22; That the GUDRUY mas drydocked in August, 1980, at the Atlantie
Yerd, Bethlehem ®teel “oumpany, and work performed as indicated in Bxhibit

6 (1) and (2) at a total cost of ’4,8580780

23, That an ‘“morican Bureeu of Shipping surveyor surveyed the GUDRUN

in serly 1949 and again in February, 19803 that recommendations made by
him were carried out by the owners of the GUDRUN: and that the GUDRUN

was classified A=l by the smerioan Buremu of Shipping and maintained that
classification from the completion of the survey in 1949 until the vessel
was lost,

24, That the GUDRUN carried two conventionsl merchant vessel type life-
boats and one life raft,

25, That the lifeboats were cerried on top of the deck house aft, one
on each quarter, with the davits swung inboard, end the boats resting in
chooka and secured by ohain gripes equipped with pelican books,

26. That the life raft was carried on top of the deok house immedistely
forward of the mainmast.

27. That the GUDRUN oarried en adequate number of life preservers.

28, That the GUDRUN was equipped with radio telephone equipment, “oran
regeiver, radis direoction finder, and fathometer.

29. That the cupusity of the hUDRUN“S fish hold wae approximately
270,000 pounds of fl‘ho

30: That two exterior doors whioh gave asceess to an athwartship passages
way in the desk house were not watertight,

31, That two exterior doors, which gave acoess to the spmes under the

whaleback forward and thence, via an open companionwey, to the crew’s space
below the mein deck, were habitually left open at sea and thet this practice
poermitted ingress of sea water from the main deck forward to the orew's
space in heavy weather."

The Board expressed the following Ypinionss

- "™lo That the trawler GUURUN foundered at sea in heavy weather on the

morning of January 14, 196), in position approxlmately 43° 30° north,
53° 45° west,

u4¢3
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2o That the following persons were on board the GUDRUN at the time

it foundered and that all perished:

SR

“E i
Albert moulden {2nd)
I

Frank Cuvanau

|

James Cavanau

Angustus Hill

|

J

b
l‘
'Jv
L
]

3o That t he f oundering waa initiated by heavy seas flooding the crew's
spage forward through an open foresastle door and that leakege through and
around the deck house doors uft might have been & oontributing factor.

.V=,5¢1
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4, That it would have been extremely difficult for the crew of the
GUDRUN to have successfully launched a lifeboat under the conditicns
existing at the time of the foundering.

5. Thatthe search conducted for the GUDRUN and pogsible survivors
was prompt and adequate. :

6o That no person in the Coast Guard or other Government agensy ¢one
tributed to the cesualty."

The Poard made the following Recommendationss
"1, That legislation be supported to subject all vessels of fiftsen
gross tons or over, licensed to engage in commercial fishing, to marlne

safaty statutes and regulations thereunder.

2. That legislation be supported to reguire the master of every vessel

~of fifteen gross tons or over, licensed to engage in commercial fishing,

to keop sn aacurate written list of persons on board om each trip to sea
and to mail a copy of such list to an eppropriate Coast Guard Unit imc
mediately prior to sailing.

3. That the desirability, from a search and rescue viewpoint, of painting
lifeboats and life rafts international Urange be stressed to the fishing
induatry upon everj appropriate oaoaslono

REHARKS

Reoommendation 1 in effect suggests tnat the marine safety statutes and

regulations thereunder with respect to the annual inspeotion and certification
of steam vessels be extended to require the annual inspection end sertification
of all ocommercial motor fishing vessels of 15 groes tons or over. In this oon-
nection the following bills are now before Congress for coansiderations

(a) HcRo 1762 = A Bill for the safety of life and property by making

all commercial fishing vessels subject to the .yulea
and regulations of the Vnited States Coast Guard Marine
Inspeotion,

(b) S, 1286 <« A Bill to amend the Act of June 20, 1936, so as to

broaden the application of laws governing the inspection
of steam vessela to-vesaela propelled by internal-
combustion enginea.
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8. Recommendations to extend or smend marine safety statutes or regulatious
should be supported by m showing in the record of the requirements of the statutes
or regulations, which, il ocomplied with, could be calculated tc prevent the
accurrence of the casualty under inveatigation. In the subjeot investigation,

the board might have considered the requirements of the the load Line Regulations,
46 CFR 43,30, with respect to area of freeing ports, of bulwarks on the weather
deck of the WDRUN, snd whether or not complliance with such requirements could
have been reasonably calculated %o prevent her { cundering.

‘90 Section 6 of the Act of March, 1915, as aawended (46 USC 660-1) which
-provides that crew spaces shall be securely coastiucted, properly lighted,
drained, heated, ventilated and securely and properly protected from weather

and sea, is applicable to fishing vessels construdted after march 4, 1915, and
acoordingly applicable to the GUURUN, The record! indicates that, due to ine
adequate crew space ventilation, the doors leadiny to such space from the
weather deck were required to be left open for veatilation purposes and, there=
fore, the GUDRUN did not comply with the requirements of the above=gited statutse
This violation created conditions for t he movement of large masses of water from
the weather portions of the vessel into the crew acocommodations and thus oone
tributed to herfoundering.

10, It appears probnﬁle that full compliance with “he requirements of Segtion
6 of the Act of Karch 4, 1915 and 46 CFR 43,30 might have prevented the loss
of the GUDRUN,

11, Recommendatiun 2 suggeste legislation to require masters of fishing vessels
to submit to the Coast Guard an acourate list of persons on board prier to each
departure on & fishing voyage. This requiremwnt is ocntained in Seation 9 of
HoRe 1762, ’ .

12. Recommendation 3 of the Board with respsct to the desirability of painting
lifoboates and life rafts lntermational Yrange would alev be covered by the
above cited proposed legislation.

13, Since there is no present legal authority to regulre the submission of
written lists of persons on boardc fishing vessels belorc departure on a fishing
voyage or to require the fishing industry to paint boats and raftes International
Oranpge, desirable action in acoordance with the bBoard®s recommendatiors should .
be brought to the attention of the fishing industry by appropriate perasonnel
under jurisdiction of the District Yommander,

14, ° The Act of duly 17, 1939 (46 USC 2Z4a), and the )fficers’ “ompetency Cers
tificates “Yonvention, 1936, of which the United States is a member, provide that
deck snd engineer officers in charge of a watch of seagcing vessels, including
fishing veasels of 200 gross tons or over, shall be liceused by the Coast Guard.
The records snd information at Beadquarters indicate that the mate, Matthew Whalen,
did not poasess any license and that the engineer, Albert F, Moulden, was serving
on a veasel with 1,200 HoP, while in possession of a licerse for a vessel of not
over 750 H.P. )

51&
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15, Subject to the foregeing remarke, it is recommended that the Findings of
Fact, Opinions and Recommendations of the Marine Board of lnvestigation be
approvedc.

e
Acting

Ind=1 21 June 1951

Froms Chief, ¥“ffice of =erchant barine Safety
Tos Commandant :

Forwarded, recommending approval.
&

APPROVEDs June 22, 1951 |

MinRLIN Q' Kbl —

Vice Admiral, U, S, Coast Guard
Commendant '






