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G #9  <LTU An spprexiaste pesition L9O30' W 134%05%
o & Novwwtor 1951, with Joss of life

1. Aarvemnt o the provisiaw of Title b6 C.F,R, Pert 135, the
racord of the Perine erd convensd W investigato subject vasnaltly,
tagether +ita ite Fiondioge of Feot, Opinions and Recorcwndztions,
hatt boen voviowed and 18 forwardad hagewith,

2, The S5 GUORGT HALTON, a Lihorty typs dry eargo wessol of Lo E
7,176 £.t., built in 1943 by Southcostern Shipbuilding Covporetdan
« and oporated by Atlantio-Pacific Stamship Company, deperted Portland,
Oregon, oo 31 Octobar 1951 for Longview, hashington, At lLongview
",Mh&f\ﬂlcargoofgnm\mbemgloadd a new fuel oil didcharge
, stmimrmimtnudinthoﬁmbymmmmw The
: GrEyr HALTON Longview ori 3 November bound for India, At
L  approximetely 1500, 6 November while the eagineer on watech and the
b chief engineer wero cleaning and adjusting the newly installed strainer,. '
R _fuel oil sscaped therafrom in & stream, W@Meetﬂwmm*“
- fixmmgn fire which got m&ﬁm}g&l and neoassitated the abandoni- L
. "ment of the vessel. Une crew member loet his Ti¥e it a result of ithe R
wfmwﬁmmmMMIﬁehouuduﬂtghum : AR
mcueoperaﬁm ml&uoveaborther}uneu ALTON sank while under
towinhawym r, . )

3, The Doard made the followdng Findings of Fact:

"1, At spproximately 1500, 6 Novamber 1951, the S5 & ORG: ALTON
experienced a major fire in the (ireroon which took the life of ome
man and caueed the vessel to be sbandoned, Five membors of tho crew
were loat from lifebouts prior to boing picked up by resecuce vsssels.
Three membors of the crew sustainod porsmal injury, o of which ware
serious in nature, Pollowing SB e under tow, the vestcl
aank in apnro:dmate position L48726¢ N, 1" fa 'a.&t about 1730 hours,
18 November 1951, in about 36 fathoms of water. All times piven in
this report are Pacific Stendard Time, ‘
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1. S, inspectad stosm screv Liberty type ourgo vossel of 7,176 g.t.,
Wailt of steel ia 1943, howo port Savaunah, Georgia, last inspected
at Portlond, Jrepon, on 12 .pril 1951, owmod by Notional Shinping

futhority, '.asdingten, ©. %., opore

ted Yy ¢ tlantic~-Pacific Steamship

h e

ton, Mt.beumox'

¥

3. ™he T G NG, 1-LTR! sioped foroign articles at Portiand
Oregon, oa 29 Octaber 1951, On 30 October 1951, & sutisfuctory 3
mmzawmwwmmwacmtmmmmem.
Tharoaftcr, on 31 October 195%, the veosel departed Portland, Oragon,

for lLongview, .ashington, Feilowing

arrivel at lLongview, minor repaire

ware pude in the engine room. In eddition, a now fuel oil strainer ves
installed, mereplacodstrcburmluﬂngoilmdmdmdwbo
& ire haserd, The newvly installed streinsr ws manufactured Yy the

Coon Co,, tan Francigco, Celiforuis,

Streiner No, 4, 300 1be, class, 1} inch. The baskst chamhere

. were gpeourad by mosns of recessed cupe

gaskets , m'eapsmham:mpunouithasmmmﬂa'
secured with a toggle belt, The operating lever was fitted with &
Mnlmmwawmmpmtmmmmxm

side of the strainer in use, This &

trainsy differed from the replaced

streiner in that 1t was fitted with @ bottam locking lever, rather than
with & set screw and locknut, :tmmtan-d&ningmmlmm'm

of tha vessel's enginecrs, The

upervision
Chief 'ngineer being the cnly enginecr not present, The strainer w8

checked following the installation.

At that time no major difficulty

- was exnerienced in the operstion, though it was stated thut the locking

lover was stiff and hard to move, On 3 November 1951, the veessl depurted |

Longview, uashington, at abont 0600

hours en route to India via Yokohama, .

Jupan, with a cargo conpisting of 35000 tons of grain in bulk, The draft

of the weesel at doparture was 27!

* forward, 25'06" aft, and 26100°

mean. The veesel wus currying & cxew of 36 which total incluies the
master. %hile procaeding down the Columhia River the vessel encountored
fog when off Astoria, Qregon. Rather than go over the Columbia River ber
during poor vieibility the master anchored off Astoria, After anchoring
for a short time the fog lifted, The vessel then proceeded ovor the bar

and to seaward, Shortly ufter cross

ing the bar on 4 Novewber 1951, the '
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Cormundant {GSORG " ALTO! - a=13 Bd)

wito on the k-8 match ww relisved far sup,er by itr, I 3rd rate,
wio testifiod tiut the vescel's omines slowed doun for o p-riod of

shoul fiftoun mdnutes due to engine troublo, He stated that ho made
& notation of in tia rough Bridge log, This tes donied
N m tio 3rd sesistant encinear, ir, who
wis ! ; the 1ot asaistant englamor for supper at -

Likevise, conflicting. ws tustingey ;iwen rclative to the Lfonctioning
of the instilled fre)l oll streinor. The 13t aseistant enginecr,
P, teetified that be clesnod the strainer while the
was at ancher off astorla, Be further stuted that he shifted
asd cloened the stainer the «ftasmoen of b Xovember 1951, According
uz&.q’: tralner ws done by him, as be
g 2 ‘Cromt £ . M, ted o had no troudle uith
the struiner on his watebes, The Jod sssistant angineer, Mr. NN
mwmt.nommmmwﬂ-mmmemtomu
u-.mmnm.mum-m-wrmuau
speistant u.ermmxzuuwmm.
»r, »mwmzbmrmekmdﬂnomnm,m
exporicnoed no diffioulty with A6 dwring his watehes, The morning
dSﬂmMI,mntmmmrmwmw
to the {ireroom for his OMJO wutoh, that ti chisf enginesr wmd the

engineer, Tha tro men worked on the gstreiner until about 0500,
Taring this tige e lot assistant eaginoar ohserved the fued oil
prosswe to "uild up to cround 330 1be, when the lever was shifted
to the after streiner baskot, “hsa plecod for the forward baeket
the oll pressure appeared to be normsl, or sbout 175 Ibs, ihen
completing their work, tho streiner was ieft operating from the
after side according to the 1st asgistent enginecr's testimony,

He 2lso noted that the oll preseurc was normai. He was also in-
forned hy the chief en;inecr thaut the strainer was all right,

On Tuesday, 6 Nowember 1951, the 2nd assistant englnear laft word
with the 1st acsistant engineor to inform the 3rd assistent engineer
not to change the straeiner vhat day, <5 he was going to work on it
in the afternoon. sccording to the tes » none of the firemen
were required to clsen the strainer, the 12-4 fiveman, ws
toid by the 2nd sssistant engineer to leave the strminer alene, that
they were having trouble with it, Oun the morning of 6 Novenber 1951,
M, the mate on wateh, exporienced a slow down of the vessel's
sngines for about 30 minutes and stated he made an entry in the rough
log to that effeot., It was his understanding from the enginear oa
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vatah thut he eould not "opt oresewre wp,” Cantain [ rac previously
tastifies thut ¢ weeeo) risnced uo difficulty, On heing recalled
~ hy his stirues, Coptein gtited thet the meto's tostimony had
refroshed his serary, and thotthe vescel wse slowed on that date for
ehout 13 mimutes due to “"trowile with water in the boiley." It is uot
ontirely olesr what agtimlly oscourrd in the engine or fircroom that
necosaitated the um dowsy of the ongine,

. At 1200 noon, G Bovember 1951 ?E'.-anm tiook over
.ﬂnmntd;. he courss s me, Mlahesdmtbeeagima,
Iﬁm of the wteh mthazdas er,

nr. He ws aesisted , the oller, the
firenns. mwmuwmwmwmum
ks rrting entom. & steted that he sheerved the
ad lld.l:.ut uamia the &t @i eletminu the baskot on the for+
ofi’ the efter gide, ilien the
basket way escured ond insurted the 2nd assistant enginecr shifted
ﬂwﬂﬂllurt—ommuwm The chiaf cnglnewy
stated mzhmmm?umwtenmr with the besket
out of the aftor side. This was av.dontly cleanad zud repluced ard,
socordin: to tho chief onincer, tie lewer wie then shifted o hum
fron tho 2f tor side, rhwem,dlmontofthestmiasram
spruyed both the second assistant enginacr aml chiof onginecr. The
odl ignited within soocnds. The ehief englmecr statad he tried to
pnllthecmtrollwcrback'mtmlﬂmtdosouitmloekeﬂ
with the locking lover. ‘hilo attempting to tum the loeking lever
his clothing canght fire, The teyersture of the oil was around
- 188°, Thereafter, and scoording to his tcstimony, he went Letwsen
the bYoll re aml in back of the part boiler, tore off his tlothes
which were afire, beuvingt-hiamhefomﬂtbe?ndassﬂam
-mgi.n&r,vhohadomemmdﬂnswboiler,lyingoam
floor platos and aflame, He threw a bucket of water on him snd
put the flames out, There was no responsc from the wan, 7The

todoaoaaﬂesheamﬂghtott!ﬂsbocw, 48 the smokc was intanse
and no onc olse below, thechietmgimm-mwdth&thehmdad'or‘
the shaft alley in an attnpt 10 gescape, He uus unuble to sce und
felt his way finally {0 the ice muchine room, thenoe on deck, :

5, [ wo otler, gave the foilewing account, He stated
that both the chief engineer and 2nd essisitanil engineor were working
on tie fuel oll strainer at the time of the cesuslty, This witnees
iestified that the chief enginecr was on the dischurge side of the
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shows tha [
suxiliaries, including the forced druft blower, were lelftin full opexration.

"13, M, 3rd mate, statod that about 1LLS ho heard
shout, " o re sounded immediately thereafter, M,
stated thut he rushed from his roum and noted smokte coming out of the
fidley, He strotched hoses on dack but there was no water, Approrimately
ten minutes lator he want Lo tho starboard side and met the mester who vas
coming from the hridge with & sutchel, The nister stated, "we will have to

abandon,” The 3rd mate then wsnt to the llconse ruck and tock the licenses
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Commaoxian t . - (GioaGh WALTON a-13 Bd)

mmber 2, The noxt morning the KINKOW VARU in attenpting to rescue the
/:Qur men in nuaber 1 lifeboat, apprasched  alongside, In so doing the
‘Pebat collided with the side of the steamor in such a manner that it
mrmmmmem@mwmmewter. iines and buoyc vere
thrown from the vessel and, in addition, a Cosst Guard plenc droppod
four subher liferafts, The men appcared to make no attept to gresp
thanneeorraftsarﬂdisappearedasttwydriftedm. Number 4
11fehoat was oqui.ped with 2 motor. In launching this boat the shaft
vas bent and the motor rendered uselecs, This boat rcmained adrift
all nicht, The cccupents could sec the burning “ALTON end in additiom,
saw & plans overheed . Flaeshlights, fiashed in the direction of the
plane were acknowledged, memxtmmunomtssumm
alongside numhor ly 1ifebozt with thros jucobs laddors placed over the
of

gide, WYhon aopide the KATHIRINT and in reaching distence the
ladders an oiler, made a lunge £z oos of the
ludders, He ¢ u ~'anmge'hmthewehoatmtdmin
& .Asitméupmﬂmcrestofauawithitﬂwm. ",
foet cppearcd to have been knocked off the ladder, but he
held on mhmdaandewﬁaedabwtuomnmbafmhctm
in the water betwcen the ship and the lifchoat. Attempte to grab him
wers unsuccessful, A line was throm out ard ¥r [ srodbed it
but was unahle to hold on and dissppeared before further assistance could
bo rendered, The remaining nine men ahourd nushicr 4 1ifebout made it .
shoard the EATHIRINE with no serious difficulty, thile shoard the K.JH RINE
the roscued chiof mate stated that the bricf cass entrusted to his oure was
stolen by the chief mate of the oreck vesscl. The monoy was romoved and
the remainder of the contenis were todly turown overhoerd, This
neident bein: reported to Captain %?V the chief maie, ¥r. N

“17. Mudber 3 lifobot was in the wter sose 35 hours prior ‘o
being sighted by the CGO CACHUS TS, Subsequently the gurvivors ia this
14 fobout were picked up by that vessel. The ard mate, dr, [, injured
his foot in bourding the Cou:2t Guard cuttor. The injury was uot of &
gerious nature, :

™hey rmammmd3orootaeuunmmsnrﬂmmmmd. it a8 000~
tobniluatercmimﬂly. The -aﬁmmmuumuw

w1 th regulutione,

*19, 'mefmcmtmwmmmmmm-

foro dark the day of the camelly. Thereuitor, plenes ~ .from the Coust Cuard

Ar Station, Port ingeles, rashington, flow Uil JawFBe weather sunditions

ower the aves slmost contimally mt.ti the 1z5% 1ifodout was sichted Ty rescus

gescels, The plenos! radars ware inet{ective in loestiag the lifstcats, Tiw
[}
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(o)  lVemhers of the crow who sustained injuries in commeetdon with
this ctoualby. '

(i

2. Following recelpt of the £5 on & tovembor 1951, the ioast
e rd Cubters NURTILIND, ST, and LCHUSEITE vewe dispatched to the )
geane, The L BT IND 9ighted the LALTON on 10 Hovember 1951, lleavy
wectbey prevented boarding until the ecrly moralng of 13 November 195,
fipen boarding it wes noted that mumoer 3 and L, hotches were smoldering.

The hatch hourds ¥l covers

10
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ohout the midsidp sootion dut no crasis wers oheorved on the deck or sides,
The house was sutted and 95% of the ports wers gone. The vessel was listing

, fore and aft trim, No firefighting equip~
pent was obscrved on deck, At gbout 1505 hours the NORTHWIND commenced towing
ed sbout five knots, The posi-
N., 133%8' ¥, The commercial tug
smmmmmmmmmmnmﬂm. The towlire was

3

increaned,
could not steer tho. tug, They believed they hed fouled their touline on the
bottam., The nALTON Lyold not be Seen astern on :
squally weather prevented visual sighting., In commnicating with the NURTH-
WIND 4t was ascertained that they bed lost a target on their radw, Recelving
this infomtimthetugpickdmmgwuﬁretmeedhercmm; Fot
boing eble to locats tho U o, it wvas then evident that she had foumdered
in approximate position L8'U46* & Neo 125°48! ¥,, in some 36 fathoms of

:
;
|

k. ' The Board expressed the following Opinionés

s After full and matwre deliberation, the Board is of the opimion .
that difficulty was exporicnoed with the fuel ol strainer on the 55 GLCRGR
VALTON following dsperture from Longview, dashington, up to and at the U=e

of the fm; N

u2, That cald vessel's chief cngineer was working with the secomd
assistant engineer on the fuel oil strainer when the casualty occurred,

43, That some part of the stxeiner, under pressure, Was apened
wtiile the chief enginocer and the secon acsistant enginccr were working on
14 at the time of the casualty. :

"l That the oll, which caused the fire, came from the fuel oll
atyainer.,
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Comvandar.l ' g ‘ {GuORG: ALTON a«13 Bd)
" Tret the oll, mﬁumngmhotsmfaceofﬂmbauw
xpjgta!im:éhidv .
5. &Rt&twdlmm‘smehutdwn.
*7. Thet settler wlve wp st shut off,
*£. M&n-mnw;
9. Tt the Clmd $3p @yatem for the firerocn was not
raloged,

10, Thet tho fire eprocd Pepddly to the upper decke and house &y
reancn of the faat thn OOy fimed Aywtam ves not oparated und the firefightdng
espdipmnt, in the ecpistiag of tio 2§ gallon and ane 4O gallon fosa

trpr extingishere, toge wth spray nossles and sand, was not utilised,
., mtmummmmmmmmm
umm«tmmvﬂm.
2, Mat the testimony of the ongineers serving aboard the SS
GUIRG" ALTOH se inconsistent and oontradictory.
I That the chiefl engineur withheld intmtimmlaﬂwtoﬂn

waﬂmdthemalmmdwmmeamtmmtm
mﬁmwamammmammuwmm

=k, That the GOORGE “ALTON mas ultimately lost by mmoftnﬂm
mnummmw,mamhmfmmmmw~
and while under tow during haavy weather,

*15. That looation of the fuel odl sta'nmer .on the SS GIORGE Jxx.ral

mdmmalyolosetotmt‘mutattheboum.
16, That rescuc opsreticnn ere hampered by the lifeboats becosing -

aepmtedfromt!zeahmdmedmsel uhichwnsanatnralfomlpointafth&'
search,

"7, That all sssistance and rcscus operations were conducted in an
efficient manner v | '

. "
S.  The Poexrd mede the £ollowing Recommendationss .
", Tthe Poard recormends that the fuel odd discherge straeiners o

Hbertywpeveasehberelmatadintmﬁreroomufarwupracticable‘
and shislded from the front of the dollers,
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*2 Tl ‘>3 Ghief iazane r, Liconse tuer [N

o chamepd, under 4.5, 4490, 83 ;minded, for misconduct, in that he, while
wexdor cath gave falee snd sdsleading testinony relative to the functioning
@ ancration of the fuel oAl sirsiawr in qusstion, thus impeding the
Boerd e lnrasiagatisn, v

3. Thet the Third Ascistan! 'nzineer, . likeulse
be chorped wndar 2.2, K%, a8 wmndat, with inettention to duty, for
hewin: failed o ruliase th; COp syviom.

“h, Pt presarcel silachet o swrfwee and air craft, utilised

ie the ruscee operetions, o eitod %y the Comrundant for meritorious actiom

wirils conchim tirg resoms opuations Jurlay extromely adverse westher conditions,

5. ag 8 posviblo vialstd d 558 ie existent, in view of
falze topiisway ~lven undor oath by
wended At a camwy of this trenecrigt be forvarded to the Dopartment of
Justics far roview cnd such action &s wey be found w@ppropriate,

*fihs Rourd aporoves the serving of cherges, under K.S. W50,

a8 ame: as Indieated wmt Caief ‘ngineer, Iicense
#caber Book f.umber ar , Third assistan! inginecer,
License thmber [ Sook Bumber

L]
-

REMIRES
At eni]

6 Rocomendstion « para raph 1 of the Roard with respect to the

relocation of fuyel odl discharco streinars on Liberty type vessels has boen

fully offccted shortly after the occwrrence of subject caswlty. Havigation
and Vessel Inspecticn Circular Y¥o. 2+52 of 12 March 1952, & copy of which is
herevith sttached, contains the roquirumsnts for effectively preventing a
casualty similar to the one now under consideration, :

7. A review of the record of investigation does not indicate that
thero i sulficicnt besis for eriminal prosecution of N Chict
.nginecr, on boaxd the GHORGY VALTON at the time subject cesualty occurred,
on £ charge of perjury. sdccordingly, Recomendation - paragrash 5 of the
Roard is not concurrcd with,

Chief Tnginecr, it is recote
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3. i wevioy of the racors indicates that NN, 3ra
Lsglatant moincer on board the O 0, ALK ab the time subject casusity
ocewrTed, 214 madre ua affert to relesse the COp system in the fireroom and .
that the zazlare a8 auch eguirant to Dimction may have been due to clrcuns
ahsuzos bormmd Kig ogadrel, hile thave mey be a basis for a charge of ine
competenyy, thars doos not ‘L,sg;mr %6 bs & baais for & charge of inettention
w0 duty., _ _ _

9. SubjJect to the faregoing remarks, it is recommsaded thnt the
Findings of Fuet, Opm and Ram:wﬁam of the Morins Board of Investigae

Am b( .-‘gI)I 3?9‘»-5

mel: (1) Haviestim & Tecsel Inupectian Ci.rc\ﬂsr
2-52 of 12 March 1952

'-aoc-rt----n-om-n.\aul-n-.au--‘adoamtu—na.a:

FPIRST I BS U HT TO VI memcrendyn of 27 October 1952 M
- 20 November 19:

Frcm Chief, Office or Nerchant Merine Safety
Tos Cwundent

Subj: Murine Boaxrd of Imetigaum fire and sba.ndomnex% ot SS

4:RG. JALTON in approximate position 49°30% N
on 6 Novembar 1951, with loss of life

Forwarded, recomaending approval,

A2 RD1 Now 24 1952

/am
MURLIN O'REL

Vice Admirsal. U.S. Goast Guard
Gomandant






