UNITED $TATES COAST GUARD

| ‘Adress Reuly tos: o
COLMANDANT . : R | } 3 - '
Us 84 Conat Guard . ' ' & Auguat, 1950

" Headquarters o ' Piles (rvrotmszsmes R
. Washiigton 25, D. C. - _ o el B) ‘

From: Chief, Eorchant Vassel Impoouon Divilion
Ton commdarch
Via: Acting Chief, Office of lerchant Marine Safety

"', Subgs FV FOUR SISTERS sinking of with loss of 1ife of ofew in the vielnity -
IR ,of Nartuoket Shoal ares during April, 1860,

1e Pursuant to the provisions of Title 48 G.F.R. Part 136, the recard of .
the Marine Board convened to investigate subject casuslty, topether with its |
Findings of Faot, Opinions and Reemndatim, hu been reviewed and is i‘on- '
mded herewith, :

2,  The motorboat, FOUR SISTERS, 43 gross tons, in_lencth
bullt in 1526, was reguh.rl ompl roisl fishing vess

=
i -
-

\f\- New Be 5 vossel with apwruimtoly 700 gall :
- secallops on board was procesding to Pollook Rip in order to make the We
market and was last sighted st about 0800 on 7 April, 1960, in a positi
No. 10 Buoy east of Nantucket. It is presumed that the PGBR SISTERS fu
with the loas of sll persons on boards On 7 J\pr:u.. 1950, the wind weli
in the area of the oasualty reached as high as 62 miles per hour
. gusts of 66 miles per hour. : _ _ L | |
3. As a result of this casualty the following orew members lost their lives:
Gurnar Pedersen . Victor Bolne
Martin Johnson - Jemes Norrison
James Lopes, Jr. Georgs 8t. Clair
Vamel Moniz, Jr. ' John Correis, Jr.
Louis Boine Kcnmﬂl Dyer-
4. | The Boaerd made the fol.lmd.ng Pinﬂinga of Ftots o ‘
"(1) That the POUR SISTERS of New Bedford, Offiofal No. of 43
was ownsd and opersted out of lﬂ Bodfm'd "& R
“ Master Sunnar Pedsruno
(2) That the vessel was a woodm hull bui.lt in 1926 in 'ﬂmam.
. Nai.mq ) : S
C P~ (3) That the vessel aa.ilati :!'rom Hew Bedfordi on° lhroh%Q. . 7',:

(4) _That the FOUR szsmxs wos 1.-1:_
at about 0800 in & positimnoar Ho.: ID 3\:% m "&’&n‘hmht
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(6) That the FOUR SISTERS, in a radiotelephons conmversation with the
Fishing Vessel DaGNEY, auleed the DAGNEY to p‘ck up the FOUR SISTERS?
buoy- .

() That the FOUR SISIERS reported to the DAGNEY: by radic that he was
going to Pollook Rip in order to try to maks 'bho Thwude Bolo Harkote

(7) lhat when the FOUR SISTERS and the DAGNEY separated at this tim,
the wind was blowing spproxi.mtely thirty=five mﬂu per houre

(8) That when the FOUR SISTERS started for Pollook Rip, the mthor
- .was already too rough for fishing.

(9) That the POUR SISTERS hed on board soallops in the quanmtity of
approximately sever hundred gallons.

(10) That the Fishing Vessel FRIENDSHIP was also in the vioinity at
the time the FCUR SISTERS dopartved from the fishing grounds.

(11) That both the DAGKEY and the FRIENDSHIP ran to the southward and
returned safely to lew Bedforde

{12) That Y¥r. Reservitz, the omner, first i+formed the Coast Gunrd
that the FOUR SISTERS was overdus on April 9 at or about 1000.

(13) That on April 9 the Coast Guard searched by planes and vessels
4633 square miles.

(14)_ That on April 10, 8497 square miles were searched.

(16) That on April 11, 8001 square miles were searched

(18) That on April 12, 2338 square miles were searched.

(17) That the total area searched m 21369 square miles.

(18) That on April 8 the Coast Guard had been engaged in & search in

an area extending south from Pollook R&.p Light Vessel for the Fishing
Vessel WILLIAM LANDRY.

(19) That the besoches of Monomoy Island and Nantuoket Iakand were kept
under observetion for several dayu

(20) That the search by aireses and on the beaches disclomed no wreoks
age or equipment from the FUUR SISTERS.

(21) That small craft mnlng- were hoiatod on April 3 at 8100 a. Mo

(22) That these warnings were kept up contimmously until st 10:00
8o Mo on April 7 they were changed to northeast storm warnings.
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(28) That on Aih'il 7 at the Weather Bureau Station at Nantuskst the wind
velooity was eshigh as fifty=two miles per howr with oocasional gusts
to sixtyefive miles per hours

(24) That the Weather Buresu considers their coastal forecast ordinarily
to cover water to & limit of about twenty=five miles offshore. :

(25) That a representative of the fishing industry understood the coastal
forecast to cover only ten miles offshoree _ :

(26) That the storm warnings 1ssued by the Weather Bureau are broadoast
over oommorclal radic stations WHIH, WBZ, WREH and WCOB,

(27) That northeast storm warnings were sontimed south of Boston on
the morning of April 8,

(28) That the stomm warnings wers changed to small oraft warnings at
5300 a¢ mo on April 9. ‘

(29) That ships offshore southeast of Nantuoket reported winds as high
as Beaufort force 11, _

(30) That the Laster of the Fishing Vessel FRIENDSHIP reported winds
soventy=five to eighty miles per hour, estimated, and seas of sixty
to seventy feet,

(31) That the Master of the Fishing Vossel DAGNEY considered the stom
too severe to attempt going through Polilook Rip Slue.

(32) That the FOUR SISTERS underwent major huil repairs from November
30, 1949, to January 33, 1950,

(33) That the vesssl was hauled cut of the water on Deoenmber 14, her
sheathing removed, her old calking removed, and the vessel was redalbed,

(34) That ons seotion of the hull planking about five feet in length
was replaced. '

(35) That the plenking of the vessel's hull was secured by mailee

(36) That the vessel's framing was made up of doubls thres by six pieces
sswn to shape. ' .

(37) That the planking was twowinoh hard pine.
(38) That the vessel was equipped with s wooden hatch oover over the
fish hold which in turn was covered with a metal cover which fitted over

m the hatoh and lapped down for about five inches, held down by a single
hatch bar across the oenter.
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(39) That the vessel carried ome ring life buoye 'y

(40) That the vessel carried two ﬂftoob-_foot dories.
(4l) That the vessel oarried life preservers for each orew member.

~ (42) That the vessel was equipped with radiotelephone, a fathometer
and a direstion finder, '

(43) That the vessel was equipped with one pump run off the engine
Plus two hand pumps of the handy-billy type.

(44) That the followingenamed men composed the orew of the Fishing
Vessel ?OUR SISTERSs ' . ,

Captain Gunnar Pe
Martin Johnson,
James Lopes, Jr.,
Manuel Monis, Jr.
Louis Boine,
Viotor Boine,
N James Morrison,
George St. Clair,
John Correis, ¢
Kemneth Dyer,

o The Board expressed the following Opinionss '

"(1) ™at the vessel foundered while en route from off Buoy Fo. 10,
east of Nantuoket Island, toward Pollook Rip on or about April 7.

(2) That the nail fastening of planking, ineluding butts, was a poor
type of construotion in this vessel. '

(3) That the ‘soarch conduoted aftor the vesseol was reported overdus
was thorough and adequate.

(¢) Thet the above~nmmed orew members are presumed to have been lost
on or ebout April 7, 1950."

6o The Board made the following Recommendationss

"(1) That the Pishing Vessel FOUR SISTERS be officlally declared lost
at seno

(2) Tnat all vessels licsnsed for commercial fishing be brought under
existing regulations for merohant vessels. '

(3) Pending approval by the reviowing anthority, no further action be
teken and the oase be closed.™ :

a4
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Te The Coast OGuard has no statutory suthority to offiocially declare the
loas of a merchant type vessel at sea. The Coast Guard does have the authority
%o express 1%ts opinion that a vessel has been lost at sea whioh has besn done
in Opinion 1 of the Board.

8o Reocomendation 2 of the Board states that all vessels licensed for oome
mereial fishing be brought under existing regulations for merchant vessels.

The safety requirements applicable to fishing vessels are at variamve with :
those normally applioable to merchant type vessels. This is indicated by the
safety requirements applicable to steam=-propelled fishing vesasels over 66 feot
in length which are now subjeot to full statutory inspection end certifioation.
Congressional bills encompassing legislation suggested by Reoomeendation 2 of
the Board are now before Congress for consideration and are as followas -

(2) HR 484 = A b1l to apply the marine safoty statutes amd
regulations thereunder to all seagoing motorwpropelled
vessels,

(b) HR 3254 = A bill to extend the marine safoty statutes and

regulations thereunder to seagolng motor fishing vessols
of 15 gross tons or overs

9 Subject to the foregoing remarks, it is reccumended that the Findings
of Feot, Opinions and Recommendations of the Marine Board of Investigation

be approved,
~/

Ingel . ' 18 August, 19650
(FV FOUR SISTERS a1l Bd)-

From: Aoting Chief, Office of Merchant Marine Safety

Tos Commandant
I

Forwarded, recommending approwval.

, /9S5O

APPROVED &,

As Co -
Rear Admiral, U. S, Coast Guard ' .
Acting Commendant






