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WASHINGTCH, D, €, 15 May 1953
. (FAIRHCIY = C=11 8d)

Prony Chief, Merchunt Yessel Jwspeetion vision
To;  Ceommendant
vie: Chief, 0f{ice «f Merchant Morine Safety

Sk Merine Jouxd of Investigationg grounding of 5¢ PAIRHOM,
West San Rendto lsland, Mexico, 30 January 1953

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title U6 C.F,R. Part 136, ths
recerd o the Mardne “hard canvensd to lnveatigate subjest eosunltiy,
together wiih its Findinge of "act, Opinicens, and Recommendations,
has baea reviewed ard is forworded herewith,

2, On 29 Jamuary 1253, W S8 FAIRHUPL, o curge vossel of 6,125
Teb,, departed leng Beseh, lailfornia, beond for the Pepams Cansl,
Doring the evening of the £9&h, i% wss suspected that the chiefl stowsrd
on beardé was murderad and the veasel reversod course to sesrceh the sea
for his body, At Gl30 on the following day, the orlginal course was
resumad, Due to arrors in navigition, thc vegscl grounded on “ezt San
Benito Yslandi, Baja Califernisa, Mexico, during a dense fog, Whils no
lives wers lost or Injuries sustainad, the damage to the veescl wus
eptinated at 31,600,000,

3. The Beerd mude the following Findings of Fact:

"1. At or sbout 1837 on 30 Januesy 1953, the 5SS FAIRMOTE,
on 2 voyere from Lang Basch, Culifornia, to the Panama
Canal, grounded on Vest San Bonlte Islad, Bajs Califorria,
Heuleo, during dense fog,.

w2, fThe S8 FAIRMOPE, officlal mumbar 24L267, of 6,125 zvoss
tws, 18 an Ingpeetad Zrelght vessel of American regisixy,
built st Oakland, Califorais, in 1543. She is ouned and

2reted by the daterman Steanghip Corporation, Moblle, ile,
ﬁw&m mastor, The vessel was last inspactnd
on 12 November 2, &t New Orlemns, Lea, The FAIRHOP) was

sqiprod with one mammetic compass on the flylng Ywridge and
one sagnetic compass in the vheslhouse, a gyro compess with.
ropelters, & courss rocordar and & Sparty Uyro Pilot, Cther
equipmont included a Submarine Signal Coampany fatbometer,
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registering up %o 250 fathoms and a Mackey Radio Nircotien
Finder, She was not equipped with radar, All other nuvi-
gational and ship control equirment caplied with the re-
quirements of existing rules and regulations for vessals
of her olass and service,

"3. The SS Falldliopt arrived from Japan at Long Beach
Califomia, on or shout 27 January 1953, to take on
appmudmwlymtmutm‘iseargotorawm.
Duriugthemsel'uahyinlmgﬂaach,tbemomm
of
Q

»

was overbauled and serviced by a representstive
Sperry Qyroscope Company and upen completion of thig overe
haulm&#m”ﬁ,thommmmhh
mmodnpmtugmﬂiﬁmmdmootm.

on

"h, The SS FAIRHOPE left Long Beach
1953, and took her departure from the Long Beach Harbor
'aitrance Buoy at 1330, A course of 158° by gyro wes set

to take her an estimated distance of 6 miles to tho westamrd
of Yest Sun Benito Island, 350 mil:s distant. The vessel
procceded at her normal full speed of 15,3 knots, Steering
s donoutemulybympnotandhybm, depending an
Weathor conditions, snd a reasonchly ascurete course vas
steered,

"S. During the evening of the 29th & disturbance helow
decks involving the chief stewsd, Thurmond, and other crew-
mexbers, ws quelled by the master. Iater in the

bmmmmbumpmam,mmmm
mmmdcdmunnidocftheahipn-uﬂmpoﬂhnh.

On the basis of this evidance, the muster decidsd to reverse
moemdoumhﬂnaaforthnlbewm.

"6, At‘Mcmemmhﬁbobygromm
Course was ¢tewred until (030 on the morming
¢t which time the origimal oourse of
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~ *7, At about 04OO on Jaruery 30, the second mate, I
_ went on watch, At 0600 he ohisined observations
of Spica, Antares, and Polaris, The lines of position from
these ohservetions when plotted resulted in a relatively
large trisngle, The position dotermired hy the second matae,
and plotted on H, O. Chart No, 5196 wes Lat, 30° hod* K., and
long, 116° 48 ¥, This position put the vessel 3% miles in-
side the course 1line w ich was drawn on the chart, This
oourde line, however, wes alresdy on the chart from provious
voyanes and was laid down from the los Anpeles Harbor Entrence,
- thros mloe further west than from the actual padnt of departure
from Long Beach Harbor Entrence, This was the first fix ostab-
lished since the vesael departed, At 071} an cdimuth was
obtained and indtcated that the gyro compass had an erroy of
0.9° west, The vessel continued to ataartynmtlw.
, ﬁmtermhptmnyintmdmm&-mot
his veeusl, C

"8, During the day the weather was intermittently foggy and
clear, No other vessels were

o 1y
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were lost and the propeller was damaped beyord repair, The

the machinery has not been determined,
The lowest bid for complete repairs was reported to be
$1,600,000,

*15. During the time that the FAIRHOPE was aground and until
she returned to Long Beach, the erewmesbers performed theliy
dutics satisfactorily slthough some teneion existed among
them because of having an apparent murderer at large on board
the vessel.

"l, That when the FAIRIOPE departed from Long Nesch, the
couree of 158° true was taken from the charts used on previcus

"2, Thet vhen the PAIRHOP: baoktraciked to ssarch for the
alssing stewerd during the night before grounding the vessel
did not depart meterially from hsr base course,

"3, That vhen on the morning of 30 January, it bsoame apparent
that the gyro compass had an errar of 1° west due allowances

should have beon made for this orror and course altared cocord-
ingly.
"k, That the position by sunline cbtained by the third mate
at 134} was at best & running fix and therefors of doubtful

w
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Lo ik | (Frifiva  Cell 5)
of werti eace wdor Tiels 46, 10, Sectiom 239 (&S bLI¥),

Hoerdior cos bold 4in Room 1.11:.5, B.L.,aa Builddng, Leng Banch,
Celiforwiia, on 19 and 2Q Fasbroery 1953, (Sae ¥ils "13’5-231;5,.

"2, Becons: thin cesueliy wag coused entirely by human ervor

end no Jelldave af couippent contributed to the grounding, no
{urther voouwrendatisn e deomed necasmry "

A MhkKS
AR P

&rn It 1o assunxd that @ seperete Livestigating officss’s narrative r apsrt
wili M submitbed with rospott to the dizuprecrance of chief sbeward Thurmond of
the 85 VAIRYCIE on 22 Jaruwirsy 1993,

7- It i3 vreseatuded that the Findings of Feet, Oplnions, and Recommendee

tiena of the Marine foard of Investigmtion be epproved,
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FIR T 2 000 00 10 N1 memorendun of 15 May 1953 M
| 20 May 1953

Froms Ghief, O°f1ge of Merchant Marine Sufsty

Tos ¢ randan'*

Farwerded, recomendizyg apovovel,

’
ia /
P
JER N S,

., RICF!"Q‘
Hesr Admiral ., : Donst Grarg
Leting ‘.."\I“...“’lC.uYH"
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