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From; Chief, Merchznt Vessel Inspecvtion Divislon
To: Commandant
Via: chief, Office of Merchant lierine Safety

Subj: Merine Board of Invesiigetion; collision MV ERRIA and 88 PELICAN STATE
approximately 3 miles south of Ambrose Lightship on 22 October 1380,

1, Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 CFR, Part 136, Lhe record of
the Marine Mard convened Lo investigate subject casualiy, together with its
Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recommendations, has besn reviewed and is
forwarded herewitho

2. The American Steum Freizhter PELICAN STATE of 7,613 g.t. was inbound

and the Darish motor passenper vessel ERRIA of 8,766 p.t. was outbound from RN
Yew York. The weether was dense fog; both vessels were using their radar for - !
navigationsl purposes; the LRRIA was sounding 2 blasts as a fog signal and the -
PLLICAN STATE was sounding 1 blast. At approximately 0715 on 22 October 1950,
the SS PELICAN STATE and the MV EIRIA collided approximately three miles south .. L

of Ambrose Lightship. As a result of this casualty, no lives were lost, nor
were any injuries sustained by any persons. The total dsmage to both vessels s
as & result of the collision was estimated at $450,000,00 to the URRIA and e

+8,000,00 to the PELICAN STATE.:

a The ®ard made the following Findings of Fact: 5

"(1) The American freight vessel PELICAN STATE and the Danish passengef,
vessel LRRIA collided approximately three miles south of Ambrose Light- -
ship at 7:15 A. M. on 22 Qctoler, 1950.

(2) The SS PELICAN STATE is a Victory=type freight vessel of 7,613

rross tons, official number 245354, 439 feet in length, built in 1944, oo
owned and operated by the States Marine 5SS Corpe, 90 Broad St., New ’ i
York, N. Y. The vessel is single scrow of 8,500 M. P. and is also

e 1n conmne. o i
vessel was in command o ) |

’ 0]

(3) The MV LRRIA is a passenger vessel of Danish registry, 8,766 -

gross tons, 463 feet long, built in 1930, owned and operated hy the
Zast Asialic SS Co. of Copenhagen, Denmark. The vessel’s propelling
plant is twin screw, diesel, with a total horsepower of 9,300 on both
eﬁginas» The vessel is also eguipped with radar as well as gyro compass

. ors, tut no course.recorder.- The mester was|EE
¢/o Last Asiatic SS Co., 21 iest Sts, New York, K.Y. |

(4) At the time of the collision, dense fog prevailed with visibiiity L
estimated at between 300 and G600 feet. :




thtef, VI Division to C 10 Jamuary, 1641
Cemmandast (ERRIA-TELICAN STATE C-5 B)

(5) The FELICAN STATE had departed from mvuh, Pexns,
October, 1980 carrying a load of general oargo, destined for.
nean ports, but routed for Hew York, as the fimal port HTere
cloaring foreign. Her draft was 27' 6" aft and 256' 4" forward. Om
22 October, fMrnegat lightship was passed abtesam 3 miles off at 4:05
A. M. and the visihility at that time was clears A course of 002
degrees true was then set for Ambrose Light Vessel. At 5:41 a.M,, fog.
:ct in and the telegraph wae placed on stanily. The Master was on
the Wridge and in charge of navigation assisted by the officer on
watoh, who was also opsrating the radar, and a lookout was stationed
on the forecastlehead. At §:44 A. M., speed was reduced to 5 due to
decroasing vieibility and at 6:01 A. M. the veasel commenced sounding
regular fog signals., At 6:68 A, L., the course was changed to 005 -
degrees true or 3 degrees to starboard. This change was. made as a
result of a turget, which later proved to be the ERRIA, being sighted
in the radar scope at the range of 8 miles bearing one degree on
- the PELICAN STATL's port bow. Course and speed was maintained until -
7:083 A. M., at which time the speed was further reduced to 20 revo-
lutions per minute or approximately 4 knots. At that time the radar
bearing of the ERRIA to port had bhroa@ened to 342 degreecs, and the
range had closed to 1 miles. Tho ERRIA was shortly thereafter heard
to sound fog signals, consisting of two long blasts, at one-minute
intervals, which indicated that she was stopped, and had no‘way upon
her. In the meantime, the range had closed to 5/10 of a mile, from
which point the KRRIA was no longer observed in the PEI.ICAN STATE's
radar soreen. Inasmuch as the fog signals sounded by thc ERRIA ape
peured Lo be bearing considerably on the port bow of the PLLICAN STATE,
-and further, as the Master oconsidered that the ERRIA was dead in the
water, he continued at aslow speed, to pass the LRRIA to port. However,
one ninute before the collision, which ocourred at 7;1b A, M,, the
TRRIA was sighted ahead, crossing from port to starboard, her bow ap-
proximately in line with the bow of the PELICAN STATE and mlso appar=
ently under headway. At that time, the distance between the two ves~
sels was estimataed at 600 feet, and the PELICAN STATE's engine was
reversed at full speed and her wheel put hard right, The KRRIA cone
- tinued to draw acroas the bow of the ,
~ the latter ultimte],z_contacted and holed the starboard side of the
ERRIA in way of her engl at alrost 90-degree angles. After
the vessels cleared each oé%r,-tho PELICAN STATE remained in the
vicinity in arder to render assistence. A lifeboat was also lowered
from tho PELICAN S8TATE and dispatched to the KKRIA, in order to obtain
the necessary information as to the extent of the dulga. th it was
learnnd that tho BRRIA’Q eng .

ance und suhsoqucntly the Cuttor TAMAROA o.rrived on the scene and took
the ERRIA in tow into New York Harbor. The PLLICAN STATE, which had

sustained only minor damage alogve the water line and required no assist-
ance, prooceeded into New York under her own power.

(6) The ERRIA” departed from Sixth Street Pier, Hoboken, N. J. at
4:00 A. I, on 22 October, in light trim, drawing 13* 11" forward and
18' €" aft, destined for Mltimore, Maryland. The Master was on the
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Chief, M1 Division to - ‘ ' 10 January, 19861
Comamndant | : - ‘ (BRRIA-PELICAN STATE C-3 M)
bridge with the Mate on watoh, as well s an apprentice and a seamant
at the wheel. A seammn was also stationed on the forecastlshead as
he vesael was in chargé of Full BRwench Sandy Hook Pilot
After entering smlrose Chanpel, fog was encountered
and the vessel's speed was reduced to slow. After clearing the
entrance to Amir'ose Channel, a true courss of 118 degrees was sot by
gyro for the failrway tuoy, in order® to ocontact the pilot vessel. The
pllot boat was located by rader, and the vessel was Wought to stap
at 6:35 A. M,, at which time the pilot was disemlarked. The engines
wer'e again put slow shead, estimhted at 6f kuots, and the veasel con- . —
tinued on course 115 degrees true, to a position where Amirose Light
Vessel tore 32 degrees true, distance off 4/10 mile. At this point,
the course was ahanged gradunlly to 170 degrues true, and.elow speed
was contimued, and fog signals sounded at one-minute intervals. o7
Shortly before 7:00 A, M., & vessel was ebserved in the radar screen
to starboard and her fog signals were wlgo hoard. This vessel sub-
sequently passed clear lty dropping astern. After clearing the vessel
Lo starboard, the PELICAN STATE wus observed in the redar, approximamtely
1b degrees on thd ERRIA's starboard bew within the fivewmile range,
remaining in this positioit until approximately T:10 A, M., when the
targot vessel appeared {ag- be altering course, &s the bearing had
changed from 15 degrees to 10 degrées on ths starbosrd tow. At that
‘time, the PELICAN STATE appearsd to be 23 miles away in the radar
~ soreen, and the ERRIA's both engines were then stopped. Simultaneously,
the PELICAF STATE's fog sigmml of ome long Wast was alad heard on dhe
ERRIA's starboard bow and this signal was returned Yy the ERRIA. AL
about 7:02 A, M. the RRRIA oommenced Ylowing two long blasts, the bridge
watch having deoidéd that the vessel was how déad in the water, -and the
fog sighals of the PELICAN STATE tontinued to bs heard on the starbourd
bow, apparently closing in. Approximately 8 mimutes aftef the ERRIA
had sounded her first twe-itlast signal, the PELICAN STATE hove inteé
sight 3 or 4 points ot the BRRIA's starboard bow closs sloard, approxe
imately 250 to 300 fest off. At that time both engines were ordersed
full ahead aud the whesl put hard right. The engines were, however, .
again stopped approximately 26 tt 30 seconds efter the full speed
ahead signal had been given. The collision ooSurred as described .
above, except that the EKRIA recorded the timé as being 7:20 A. M.,
or five minutes later than the time given by the PELICAN STATE.
The electrioml power on the KRRIA failed sa soon ms the engine room
was flooded, whioh was a matter of seconds after the collisfon.
Subsequent examination of the gyro repeaters found them to have
stopped on & heading of 156 degreos. Immediately after the ocollision,
inspection of the damage was mede Ly the Mate, who reported to the

Master that the vessel was in ww%
meum%W.
‘There wers no injuries uor other casualties, amage to the
ERRIA is estimated at §400,000,00 and the damige to the PELICAN STATE
ostimated at §8,000,Q0. : :
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Chief, W1 Division to | 10 Jenuary 1951
Comrundant _ (ERRIIL-—P"'LIC;\! STATL C~3 ﬁ]
4. The Tard expressed the following Conclusions; ,

"(1) The testimony as to the KKRIA's heading is inconclusive, and it
is believed that the Danish vessel was on a course substm tially
crossing the PELICAN STATE at the timo of the collision and shortly
prior thereto. In this connection the following obscrvations must
b tuken into consideration:

(a) That the zyro repeater of the LRRIA indicated 155 deg 88
true ~hen power failed, and shows her heading to bs at least 16
dofrrecs 1o the oastward of her intended course.

(b) That the :“LRIA's bridge watch for some reason, did not see
fit to obeerve or check the vessel's hasding at any time after the
engines were stopped about 10 miniutes belore The collision. Under ths ‘

gircumstances, and especially in considering the location, fjood sea~
manship would ceriainly demand.-a close and continuous check of the
ontinuous check ot
ship‘'a head.
(c) The angle of contact was vstimated up to 90 dogroes, and
the heading of the PELICAN STATE, both by testimony as well as that
shown on the course racordar, was anywhere between 10 and 19 degrees

frue i sty e 2-Hest o signad

(2) The mard does ng: fully concur that the KRRIA was dead in the

water us contended. YIn the ubsence of any astern msneuver, a vegsel
of this burden oan rcasonably be expected te carry her headway for

a considerable distance, even after her screws had been stopped, &nd
her QPLSFMQLMMMWTE upon being"
sighted ahus counted.

(3) As to the PELICAN STATIE, the Master, aftor he had observed the

LRRIA in his radar,,und also after her fog signals had been heard,

gannot, lwyond the possibility of erring in Judgment, be considerad

remiss in his duties. ; Although The approach of the FRRIA was not

plotted by the PELICAY STATE's radar observor, the Master had '
reagsonable information as to the other vessel's approximate progress,
particularly in view of the locality, where no cross traffioc exists,

und all vessels in the area underway should be either south or northe

boundo The slight change of 3 degrecs to the right, which obviously

was made in order to give the other vesael a wider berth, is not

under the circumstances crlticixed. nor is oonsidered grounds for

action under L. $. 4460, as amended. The Master's action in nsxnp

taining headwax under slow speed, after he hoard the ERRIA's. twoe

blast fog siznals on his port bow, was in order, as he _had a right

to believe that the vessel, which was sounding these sigoals, was |
in reality stopped and dead in the water, and in compliance with the |
GOVerning Rulos.”

The Board made the following Recommendations:

"(1) Since there appears to be no grounds for further action
against either certificated or licensed personnel of the PELICAN STATL,

-4:4
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Chief, VI Division to 10 January 1961

—~ rormandunt , (EBRIA-PLLICAN STATE C3 R)

and further, in view of the nationality of the ERRIA, which precludes
jurisdiction, it is recommended that the case be closed."

REMARES

6o It is noted that the testimony in the record of subject casualty
consists of 3b) pages., In view of the limited purposes for which marine
casualtics und accidents are investigated by the Coast Guard, the rep-
vtitious questlioning of witnesses covering the same ground, and particularly
the argumentative examination and cross-examination of witnesses on hypo-
thetical propositions ty parties in interest should be discouraged.

7. Subject to the foregoing remarks, it‘is recommended that the Findings
of Fact, Conclusions and Recommendations of the Marine Board of Investigution
be approved.

// I
FDi. T. CLEAVE .
Ind-1 16 January 1951
(TRRIA~PELICAN STATE C-5 ®l)

From: Chief, Office of Ncrchant Marine Safety "
To: Commandant - :

Forwarded, recommending approval.

/s/

H. C. SHEPUEARD

NN

AFPROVLD: 17 January, 1udl

/s
PERI.IN O'REILL
Vice Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Commandant
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