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(DORIS GERTRUDE-a-l Bd}

Ccmaiﬁant 's Action

on

Harime Toard of Investigaticn; /Y DORIS GERFTRUDE, founderiwg
off Few Englani Touzot subseguent to 13 Jenuary 31955 with eleven
ereyw menbers oo bogrd

i

1, ¥wrsuant to the provisions of Title 48 C.JF.R. Fext 136, the recond

of ¥arine Beord of Iavestigstion conveaed to investicate subje
cagwlby, together with its Timdings of Tact, Opimions, eid Necomn

ticaz, bkas been reviewed.

2. <0 11 Jancary 1955 the T/V DORIS GeENTRIDE, of 60 g.t., built in 1936,
with z erev of eleven persons on board, departed from llew Bedford, fezsa-
chunetts, for Georges Dank for {ishing purposes. Toe RIS GEETLGDE

o

ved Tishing on the south side of Ceorges Tank znd at about 0300

3

fanurry she seeured Ler fishing gear und because of bzd vesther began
Jorgiay.  The wsulther continued rough for several days bub wes not unusual
for thwe location ant the season of the yezr. in extonsive soerch was cofi-

il Doy the DURIS GLERTRUDE with negative results, and it is srosumed
- Bhe DOHIS UxRTAUUE foundered with tie loss of all persons on beard
tine subsecuent te 0300 13 January 1953,

The Mipdings of Faeb, Colnlops, sl szcommendations of the larine

&4
of Imvestisntiosn conveped to inveztiszie subjeet casualty are

(signed) A. C. Richwond
A. C. RICHMOND
Vice fdmiral, U. S, Coast Guard
Commandant




<,

REPORT

of a

BROCARD CF INVESTIGATIORN

convened at

Rew Bedford, Masssachusetts

To imquire into the loss of the FV DORIS
CERTRUDE, C. H. 235 766, with all hands,
subsequent tc 13 Japuary, 1955, Vicinity
Georgea Bank




r'\ On 26 Jenuary, 1955 Captainm the owner of the Fishing .
. Vessel DORIS GERTRUDE, telephoned the Rescue Coordination Center and ‘

stated that he thought his vessel was overdue, as other fishing vessele
had arrived in port, and that his information indicated that the DCRI3

GERTPUDE had not been seen since the 13th of January. Communication

search followed by an extensive air and surface search falled to locatle
the DORIS GERTRUDE. Accordingly, a Marine Board of Investigation desig-

nated by the Commandant convened in New Bedford, Massachusetts on §
February, 1955, to inguire into the loss of the DORIS GERTRUIE.

After full and mature consideration the Board made the following
findings: _

"], That FV DORIS GERTRUDE, Official No. 235 766, of 60 gross tons,

40 net tons, length 73.3 feet, width 17.5 feet and depth 7.3 feet, uzs

built in 1936 of wood, at Cape May, New Jersey.

"2,  That FY DORIS GERTRUDE was owned b

I

"3, That or 11 January, 1955 the FV DORIS GERTRUDE departed New
Bedford, Massachusetts for Georges Banks to drag for scallops, with
clevsn men on board, in the crew, namely:-

",. That the FV DORIS GERTRUDE was contacted by phone at 11:30 A. M.,

and again at 5:30 P. M., on 12 January, 1955 by the FV MARMAX.

"5, That it was agreed that the Master of the FV DORIS GERTRUDE end
~ the Master of the FV MARMAX would talk again after the 11:00 P. M.




weatber report. Captain || NN o the FY MARMAX called

several times and could not raise him.

"6, That at the time of the 5:30 P. M. call, on the 12th of Januery,
1955 the FV DORIS GERTRUDE was on the north side of the Banks and
the ¥V MARMAX was on the south side.

"7. That on 13 Jamuary, 1955 the FV LINUS A. ELDRIDGE was in company
with the FV DORIS GERTRUDE on the south side of the Banks from 12:00 M.
to 3:00 A. M., the 13th January, at which time the FV DORIS GERTRUDE
stopped fishing because of weather conditions, . ‘

"8. That the ¥V DORIS GERTRUDE was seen to take in the fishing gesr at
3:00 A. M., on ths 13th of January, 1955 and jog in location approxi-
mately 150 miles E x S of Pollock Rip Lightship. The FV DORIS GERTRUDE
then drifted out of sight of the FV LINUS S, EIDRIDCE and was not scen
again.,

"9, That at about 1118 local time, 26 January, 1955, Captain [N

owner of the FV DORIS GERTRUDE, reported to the Coast Guard
Rescue Coordinstion Center, Boston, Mess., that the DORIS GERTRUDE was
overdue.

"10. That the report of Captainm that the vessel was overdue uas
made approximastely 13 days after the ORIS GERTRUDE was last seen. '

"1l. That a diligent and extensive air and surface search was carried
out for several days with negative results. The search begen within one
hour after word was received from Captain [jard continued until

3 February, 1955. ‘

"12. That a check was made concerning the seaworthineas of the vessel,
this being done by taking sworn testimony from reliable persons having
knovledge of her condition.




The Board expressed the following OPINIONS:

"1, That the FV DORIS GERTRUDE was in a seaworthy condition when
she deparied on 11 January, 1955 from New Bedford, Messachusetts.

"2, That the vessel did reach the Fishing Grounds, Georges Banks,
and did fish until the weather became too rough on 13 Jamuary, 1955.

"2, That the rough weather lasted several days.

n,. That there was no indication of the vessel being in any diffi-
culty.

"%,  That the DORIS GERTRUDE disappeared some time subsequent to
0300, 13 January, 1955.

"6, That &8 no trace of the veassel or bodies has been found the
antire erev may be presumed dead.

"7, That a prompt, diligent and extensive search was instituted
when word was received that the FV DORIS GERTRUDE was overdue, and
continued until it was positively ascertained that the vessel was
loat.

"8, That there was no concern over the vessel until she vas
normally due in port and failed to arrive.

"G, That the weather was not unusual for that location and seascn
of the year.

"70. That the loss of this vessel could possibly have been caused

by fire; drifting onto a shoal spot, of which ‘there are many on Gaorges
Banks; that vessel could have, while dragging in rough weather with

one drag out, be pulled down to a considerable list by her own gear and
suamred; or the more remote pessibility, could have been struck by a
large vesasel.




The Board made the following recommendations:

®*l., That the fishing fleet, through various associatlions or by
agreement among owners and masters, exert some concerted effort
among themselves toward checking on each other, so that an immediate
search can be undertaiken when vessels are reported to be overdus,

or fail to answer radio calls or signsls when any such calls or
sizgnals have been prearranged.

12, It is recommended that no further action ba taken and that
the case be closed.

(signed) W. W. Storey
W. W. STOREY
Captain, U, S, Coast Guard

(signed) R. C. Foutter
R. C. FOUTTER
Captain, U, S. Coast Guard

(signed) L. W. Raynes
L. W. RATNES:
Comnander, U. S. Coast Guard

The Board then adjourred to swait the action of the convening
authority.

(signed) W. W, Storey
W. W. STOREY
Captain, U. S. Coast Guard, CHAIRMAN

(signed) L. W, Raynes
L. W. RAYNES, Commander, U. S. Coast Guard
Member and Recorder






