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~ COMMANDANT
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HEARGUARTERS 22 Nowvember,h 1948

RASHINGTION 25, D, Co FIl&;
MVI(CG-MIN-CORINTHIAN-
MORMACFIR a-1)

From: Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspection Division

To: Commandant

Via: Chief, Office of Mershant Marine Safety

Subjs Collision between SS MORMACFIR and MV CORINTHIAN off Halifax,

on 1% Ssptamber, 1949, with resultant loss of life

1. Fursuvant to the provisious of Title 46 CFR, Part 136, the record of
the Marine Board convensd to investigate subjoct casualty, together with its
findings of fact, conclusione and recommendationg hag been reviewsd and is
herewith forwarded,

z. The stesm fLreighbter HORMACFIR of 7606 grose tone, built in 1945,

fully loaded, bound from Bosten for Dslo, Norway, ocollided with and sank the

motor fishing veasel-CORINTHIAY af 161 gross tons at 1850 on 19 Sentomber, 1949

while such vessel wes engazed in trawllhg oOperacions in a position ampproximately

77 miles 538 from Holifax Lightship. Ths weather was light S winds, dense fog,
P~ hwavy ground ewell end gerc visibility.

3 ' The CORINTHIAK, upon hearing the fog signals of the KORMACFIR, dieg-~
continued dragging, stopped hsr engines and hauled her drag from 250 %o 25
fethoms, Tho CORINTHIAN heard the fog signal of the MORMACFIR for spproximats-
1y five minutes bafore the collision. The MORWACFIR heard the fog aignel of
the CORINYTHIAN whils proceeding at a reduced knots; her enginaa
were stopped and then put full astern. [The MORMACFIR, approximataly l:; minutes
after first hearing tha fog signal of the CORINTHIAN collided with the. vessel.
As the result of this accident the CORJNTHIAN sank and the following 6 members
of her orew lost their lives:

Gesorge Gordon
Theodore Dacker
Earry Schultsr
Gecrge Bamson
Percy Noble
Oke Psteraon
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1} The uniuspscied Lishing vesssl CORINTHIAN was struck by the 35 MOTMACEFIR
aring & dense for at 8:850 P.i'.,, 19 September, 1349 in a position. latitude
39 E2' Korth, longitude 62° £3' West. The CORINTHIAN subsequsntly ssnk and
8iz of her crew mevdors were losta

,@.'{3_/"\

(2) The CORINTHIAW of Gloucerter, Mmss. was au uninspected, wooden hull, fishing
vaagel built in 1917, ofiicial nuwmber 215589, 161 groes tone, cwied and operuted
by Gerten-Pow Fisheries Company, Ltd., Gloucester, Msss., ¢f wnich Jercme Hobal
w35 BEEter.

{3) Toe MORMACKFIR of Faw York, M. Y. is anm coran freight vesssl of 78086 gross
tons, official nuwsboy 240650, duilt in 1945, swaed and operatad by ths ¥oore-
Nzlormack Lines, In~., 1l Breadway, New York, ¥.7., #illiswm A, Hslman was
wmaster .

(4) keailor cenditicus at the time of the casuslty: light K winds; donsse

fog; heawy ground swell; zsre visibility.

(=) Gn 15 Septembar. /030 the fishing vsasel ORINTHIAN doparted the port

o7 Gloucestor, Maza., bound for the fishing grounds off love Scotim. At
T gnout 6335 Pol. onx 19 Ssptamker, 1945, while iragging in 3 wosition approximately

- thirty-seven miles S%& from Helifex Lightship ia a dense f{og, sounding a fog

siznal o ona lowy blest followad by two short blasts, with about 250 fathewn
of eabls pub, the mositer signelsd the crew to kaul becic 91 the trawl. IHe
then stopped the soxires, placad the cluteh ia asutral aai started scunding a
fog signai of twn Llasts every mimnte. Aftar the drag had been hauled buwok Lo
sporoximately the 25 fathom merk, the master testificd, s heard a ship's
wnistle hlowing one blast approximately every twmo minutes He placed this
tine 8t sbout 8:43 P.M, Ths CORINTHIAK's ruining, mest heed, tri-colored fish.-
iag end deck lights wers burning. A&s the trawl was still over the side with
twventy-five fathems of wirs cut, the vessel was unable to use ner engine to na-
neuver, s> tha raster contimued to blew two blests on his vhiatla  Suortly Shweira~
after a vagsel lonmed out of +the fog and struck the CORIWIHIAR ou lisr port gus.tiarg
cutting o section of the stern completely off. This vegsel provad to e the
MORMACK IR whick had departed Hoston Lightship, Boston, Mass. at apvroximetely
10:00 P.M., 18 September, 1942 bound for Oslo, Norwsy.

{8) Ay 6:48% P.M. on the 19th the MORMACFIR was prooceeding in a deonee fog
et a reduced speed of fifteen knots:. The master heard one blast cn a fog
gignai forwerd of his benm on the starboard sids and immodiately atopved the
engines. & lookout was posted forward in the syes »f the ship, and tie maszter
ain:l serond mete wers on the hridge, snd the proper rumnniag lights were burning.
At 8349 unother fog aignel wms heard deed ahexd, ead the snginss were put on
#411 sstern. In a mabier 2f seconds, however, a vessel loomed out of the for
Gsnd ahead, The mastar inmediately rang for amsrgency full astern enc orderesd
o~ taa hels emidabips. A%t 6:50 the MORMACFIR strusik the CORINTHIAN on *he port
' quarter. The sngines of tne NORMACFIR wers imszdlately atopped and the




Chief, #¥l1 Div. %o g Novamber, 1949
Copandent AT {CE-MIN-CCRINTHIAN~

MORNACFIR - a-1)

OORINTHIAN slid on down the port side of the MIRMATFIR and disuoppeared astern
in the fog. The engines of ths MHORMACFIR wor:s agein put astern to keep
position. FHowever, as all traces of the CORINTHIAN had disapoueared, ihe
sngines were put on slow ahecad, the course reversed and & sesrch made for

the CORINTHIAN. Abcut en hour later ths MORMACFIR fcund herself in consider-
ahle wrackage, and, reslizing that the CORIRTHIAN had sunk, the masisr had
the engiues stoppsd end No. 2 motor lifebont lowsred in charge of the chief
officeor to scerch for Burvivors.

{7). 4ite orow of tha CORINTHIAN complained thet the motor of the lifeboat
was not uzed and thed consicerable tims was rasted in plekiog up survivers,
Howover, the chiel mate toatilied thai the molor was used untli a voice woe
heard, whea he ordsrad the eapine shub dowm nnd the lifvuboat manned by osra
bsosuse he felt the basvy grouvad swell and tho wise ¢l ths motor wouid pra-
vent hia hearing oy other swi vivers should they ehovt or call outb, “he
shiaf officer and his boat crew sueceedsd in sacuing five men from the water.
ard as they were thoraughly wet and some wave without oluthing, they returned
%o ths MORMACFIR. He. 2 boat was taken avoard, the survivsrs brouvght below
Cto the zick bay and We. 4 lifeboet; = pulling vsoet, iwmediately lowered and
the sesrch continmed prongst the wreckage for additiopsl survivors, but with
ne SUABEEBA.

f8) Tae MORMACFIR continued tc search the vicinibty during the following day,

but the results ware negative. The USCGC COO05 BAY also participated in the
opereation and cn 21 September, 1949 the survirers were transferrsd from the
VORMACFIE to the (008 BAY, which, after rsceiriag permission from COMEASTAREL to
preosad Lo Fortlaud, ¥aine, where the survivors were lendsd.

{9), The follou
George Gordon,
Theodore Decker
Barry Schultsr,

d men lost their lives as & resull of this caguelty:

chisf engineer

Gloucestur, iiass., second spginser
Dorohsster, Mass., cook

Georgs Hemson, Mas3., deck hand

Peroy Hoble,

, Besk hend
Jus Patsraon, » dack hmnd,
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Chief, ¥MVI Div. to 27 Novsmber, 1549
Commsndant ' MVI{CG-MIN=-CORINTHIAN~
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5, The Boars submitted the following cpinions:

(1) It is the opinion of the Board that the sasualty between the MORMACFIR
and the CORINTHIL was caused hy excessive speod in fog end failure to take
evasive sction un the part of the MORKACFIR., The master of the MORMACFIR was
subsequently caarged with negligence with three apecifications.(See inclosure B)

(2) The COW.NGHI/N was sounding an improper signel for & fishing vesszel while
trewling ir foggy weather. Howsver. it is the opinion of ths Board that the
spunding r” this improper fog signel was not sz contributory factor to the
oollisior. Ho aption eould bs taken sgainst the masier of the CORINTHIAN for
using Jrproper fop wsignals as ihe casualiy osrurred on the high seas, and the
master of tho CORINTHIAN does not hold a lisenas or certificate lassued by the
Units. States Goest Cuard.

{2) 1%t wes found from the evidsnce that the rarisr of the MORMACPIR failed
to conduet fire sund boat drilils from 6 Uetober e 74 Oclcber, 1949 and a
trird epecification charging hiw with vicleticn of Hegulstion XLV, Convention
£ the Safety of Life a% Sea, wes included in the charge of negligenmocs.

g, The Bocrd wmade tha fnllowing recommendation:

AECOMMENDATION

<

Lt is  recommended that no further petior he token and the ctse be closad,
REMARKS

To Opinior 10 of the Board that ihe collision betwsen the MORMACFIR
and the CORINTHIAYN was caused ny excessive spgsd in fog snd feilure to take
evasive acticn on the part of the LORMACFIR is concurred with. However, the
fajlure 4o btake ovasive asotion on the part of the MORMACFIR after hearing the
fog signal of the CORIKTHIAN is not considered & fault in the collision.

do Qcinion 12 of the Board that the mester of the MORMACFIR violated
Regulation XLV of ths International Comvention for Sufety of Life at Sea, 1943, ~
requiring weekly emergency drills by the crew, is diseapproved, since this re-
guirerent of the Conventicn is moplicable only to passenger vessels carrying
more than 12 passengers on en itternational vwoyage, This requirsment is not
applicable to freighiera. ~ince the subject carualty ccecurred on 19 September,
1949, the failure to oonduct fire and boat drills from 6 Ootober to 24 October,
1949 was not relevant to the investigetion of subject casuslty-

2, Recommendation 13 of the Board is disapvroved. ZIhe record of subject
cepuslty contains avidence of oriminal liability on the part of tho mester of

the MOEMACFIR end in accordance with the re.uirements of R.S5. 4450 aa amended all
of the evidence anl the findings of subject casualty are required to bes referred
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Chief, MVI Div. %o 22 November 1549
Commandant MVE (CG-MIN=-CORINTHIAN~
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to the Attormey lensral for investigation by and prosecution through the
Federal District Attorney of the District having jurisdiction under the
provisions of the c¢riminal ¢cde, In order to comply with this requirement
additional copies ¢f the record of subject casualty must be submitted to
HQ by the Board in conformance with 46 CFR 136.23-1 and instructions there-

under .

10, Subject to the foregoing remarks, it 1is recommended that thae

findinge of faot and conclusious of the Marine Board of Investigation be

approved,

Indsl 30 Vovember, 1549
MVI{CG-MIN~CORINTHIAN

~~ MUTGACELIR a=l)
" From: Chief., Office of Y¥erchent Marine Hafoety
To: Commandiont.

Forwarded, recomneading approval.

/s/ H. C. Shepheard
P
H, G, SHEPHRARD

APPROVED .

/a/ d. Fo FARIEY » 4 DEC 1349
J. ¥, PARIBY

Admiral, U. 8. Coest Guerd
Commendant






