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1. Pursuant to the prqvis:.ons of Title 46 C.P.R. Part 156 tho,r&ceré'

the Marine foard convehed to ynvestigate subject easualty, togethgr with
Findings of Fapt, Conclusions and Recommendations, has been ravieviad andﬁ
Forwarded heremth._ s

2. The. motordoat 39 M 571, a cabin cruiaor of 26*7" lencth and 86" hsanr
.- ‘powered W e g;asolme motor, was used as a plmure motortoat, On 1¥ June,

5 -, 1950, this motorboat was on & pleasuré cruise on the Allégheny fiver with 6
E : persona on toard ‘when at 0015 because of lack of knowledge of the positis
£ - . the motorboat in thé river, shd ran bver Dam No. 3 on tht Allegheny River.
tr . Ph¢ wemther conditione’ and’ vu:.bihty at the time ot‘ 'shis casua.lty wert
excelle'xt. . L L L

3. . isa result of this oasualty, the followmg perm loat thei.r,ﬁ

- ¥rs. John Krelg. guest

. oo © Mrs. V. He Fiaher, Ira, guest
o : : Pr. William S Lealy , Jr.. guest
4 (AT Mr. l{u-ll ..rlkht Jock omployeo

4. . The fmrd made the follcnung Findings of Ftat- '

K . "(1) A motcrboa.t, No. 39 M 571, was mfolvad insa mjor merine
' casualty at or about 0015 EDST on 11 June, 1950, at Dam No. 3,:
it o Allegheny River, 14.5 miles above its moush st Pittsturgh, Pa. -
This casualty was the result of said motortoat having been '
I ' steered over Dam No. 3 in a downstream direction by Charles
S . Reilly,. Jr., whe was operating the boat under the .direction of
' its owner,> Janes P, MeHugh: Both were inexpérienced in river
- ' -navigutzon.’ aAfter it had gone over, the motortost lay ima .
i Aperilous posibmn, disabled in the turbulent waters immediately
below the dams " Of the six persons abaard gt the time, tlires -
: lost their livesj the other three were hoapi ,Iizod after being
S ’ wrew..ea appro¥imately seven hours Jlaters “In &adition, ane life
[ ' - was lost and one permanent injury sifife ﬂed hr ‘Ewe. Ieck employeea

‘.m an unaﬁ:cessful attompt %o re

d
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~ (2) The doceased and survivors are as follows:

~ Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, and 2750 Robinsen Bulevard, Pittsburgh,

' gs-eal)

(a) Doceased ;

(1) Mrs. John Kreig, guest TR S
(2) Mrs. v, H. Fisher, Jr., guest "
(3) ¥r. william S. Leahy, Jr., guest
(4) ¥r. Hull iright, lock employee P

( 1 ) Mr. uest

52; Mr. , owner of btoat,
3 ) Mr. g“"t
(4) wr. , lock onployee

(3) Motortoat 39 M 571 was s Chrisecraft cabin cruiser, 367" x

8'6" x 316", draft 27", owned by James P. MoRugh of 5000 Bast End

Pennsylvania. It had been brought to Pitts bur@ m.tors approximately
one month before the casualty.

(4) Incidents of the cruise leading up to tha tragedy _nhwftkt:

(a) liotortoat 39 M 571 was navigating the Alle
upstream about 1-1/2 miles more or less a!
No. 3 at approximetely Q005 LDST on 11 Juns 1
had -been turned over to M
_ a guest. There were fdr o%har
guests aloard, six persons in all. .

(b) at thi.s point in the river, the at was turned R ;
around and headed downstream at 1500 ReP.M. with full A
knowlcdgo and consent ot‘ the owner, Jamu Pa lﬁc&tgh. L

(e) Neither Hr.-nor ur.
navigated a veasel in the wa
- the night time.

had ever bofarc*
rs above lock No. & 1_n

-{(a) After turning around, Mr. ﬁﬁnot&ko:.buz
o ing to ascertain his posi the river ﬁth-l:upm T
to the lack although the lock lights and & nel : TR
lig;ht were within viaual Tange. - o

(e) The night was dark, current in the river was str & o
’ with no rooognizable land marks in sight, apedm
rate of lbOO RuPMe was mi.ntainod

(r) Confusion existed among those abonrd regarding the btt’c'
position in the river. Still, npaed nas nintainod until
the boat went over the dam. ,
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6.

(5) Lotorbtoat 39 ¥ H71 was inné;ig;ntion onmﬁgp;ﬁcnﬁa

-(8) The Coast Guard Depot, Sewickley, P_l.._iér‘?'-‘fom" hours! running

- Sewickley Depot."”

The Toard made the Following Recommendations:;

. the evidence sutmitted herewith be roferred to the Attorusy General

of the United Stutes (Allegheny River) in violation o
2b.4-1 (d), Subchapter “C", Code of Federal Regulaties
it did not have aboard one life preasrver for each:
ard. . - SRR

(6) The deceased lost their lives at about 0130.

(7) The Const Guard Depot, Sewickley, Pa., was informed ab OL3&
that a boat had turned over in loeck No. 3 and responded to the -
situation accordingly; that is, notified a nearty at club.

time from Lock No. 3, Allegheny Kiver.
(9) tatches at Sewickley Depot are loosely ormisbd-“_
‘The Pard made the following Conclusions:

(1) That Kr. ‘Mcnu'g;h showed utter recklessnoss in navigating his
motoroat in waters with which he was unfamiliar in the night
time by: o . . '

(8) Turning the wheel of his toat over to & guest amd.
diverting his attention to a personal sitim

therely aggravating an already dangerous céiﬂiﬁhﬁ.

(b} Disregarding his rosponsilility and the cortitions
of navigation such as position, course, and speed - o Ty
of his boal; velocity of the current; proximity of . )
‘the dam; ‘and reduced visildlity because of darkness.

(2) That Mr. NcHugh was negligent in not providing a life preserver
for each person aloard while the vessel was in mavigation. - s

(3) That no lives were lost as a result of any action or inaction
on the part 6f the Coast Guard personnel or vessels. The deceased e
lost their lives before the Coast Guard was notified of the casualty. nL
However, Coast Guard response to the emergency was insdequate; and o

this was largely due to lack of system in maintaining watches at the

"(1) In view of conclusions ty the Bard, it is recommended that -

of the United States for prosecution undeér 46 USC 526L.




 /Xchief, MWI Divialon to
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 Coast Guard District under Article 900 (b) and Article 908 of !

 fulfilling the requirsherncs of said statute and regulatiéns. The Commandakt's

(\ racord.

under the direction of commissioned officer and pos s Che
Sewickley Depot outlining step by step procedure to-8¢ followed
"in emergent cuilis«™ . T followed

REMARKS

I —————

7. The subject accident was classified s major marine casualty and Iy
Cosmandant's dispatch and precept dated 14 and 20 June, 1980 re eotively: o
lMarine Bard of Investigation was convened to investigate such casusliy wmier
the proviaions of R.S. 4450 as amended and regulations thereunder. Although
the investigation was conducted pursuant to the precept of the Commander;

and Boards 1935 in lieu of the Commandant's precept of 2 Aune, 19
essential elements of investigation required: under R.S. 4460 as smendnd
regulations thereunder have been met and such investigation may Ye accepted as

5

precept of 20 June, 1950, is, however, to be forwarded to I} end appended to the

8. Conclusion No. 2 of the Bard implies that failure of ¥r
provide 1ife preservers for each person on board caused or coxn
Joss of life. This implication is not concurred with eines

that the persons who lost their lives in subject casualty
the water, were equipped with life preservers. -

9.  The provisions of 18 V.S.C. 1115 which provides in effect that any tmmo
of a vessel by whose negligence or inattention to his duties, the life of muy
person is destroyed, shdll bs fined not more than {10,000 er imprisoned ¥Bt -
more than 10 years or both, were also viclated and should have been so indicated
by the Poard.. : = SR A

10. The record 6f subject casuslty, containing evidence of or
on the part of Mr. Mcilugh, will be referred to the U. 8. Attorney _
prosecution through the Federal pistrict Court having jurisdiction under
provisions of the Criminal Code. ) I R

11. - Following approwal ty the Commendant, it is Mﬁuﬁt the record
of subjoct casualty be referred ta the office of Operstiens.
may be deemed appropriate with respect to recommendstion 2 of

3-




12. . Subject to the foregoing remarks, it is recommended M M
of Faot, Conclusions and Recommendations of the Marine M Qt*
be approved.
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Indel ' 22 August 1960 -

From: Chief, O0ffice of lhrch:nt lhri.nn Stfvhy
3 - To: - Commandant -

S

./~ Forwarded, recomgending as:ppx"oval.

He Co SHEPHBARD
He Co SUEPHEARD

APPROVED,

A. C. RICHMOND

A, C. RICHNMOND -
Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Acting Commandant






