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HUINGEE, 8.6, . 7 Hovenher 1952
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qu Zdef, Fepchirt Yoeaod Ire ﬂm*i.tm Diviszi.al
- Tog  omescotinab
S Vias  (hdef, U77%ice of Harchant Murdne Safety

tybjs  ®arine earg of Isvectipationj collisicm, AT TLAYIIC DUALR

s%?.p tur; PATCO apd tow of Rauk barges, Dejuyare m':er' -
2 ney 1092, with loes of life

1, Surevent % the provieions of Title héa ¢.F.R, Part 136, the
record of U ¥grine Toard convenod to investigate subject easualty,
together with 143 Findings of fact, Conclusions and Remmmum,
has been ravissed and is Lorwarded hmiﬂx. /

2, Tho siasn tanker ATLAMTIC NRALER of 16 296 g. t., built in
1945 at Cheeter, Fa,, owned by the nillantiec Relining Company, departed
from Port irthur, Texas, with z full loud of crude oil on hoard, destined
for Philedalptia, vhile upbcund in the Delawsiz iiver, the ATLA WTIC
DL R on she mornin; of 22 May 1952 spproachud Tinicum Range im mid
or to thu lef% of mid-channel st a speed of 1l %o 19 knots, Ga the

. same morning (e motor tug PATCO of 105 g. t., towlng the loaded tank
bharge PATOIL o the part side cnd the unlosded tank barge PATTUREGR
N0, 3 oa the sturtonrd side, dsparted Bildngsport, W, J. dowahound
fox Chestar, i+, This nnu!.sldy towing arrangerznt 8lso approached
Tinicw Runge 1o nid or to the left of the channel, The weathor wes
Tine end elesr with a Yeht. umtorl;r trecse Wwits ehb dide running at
about o dmotr, Tinicws Channol is spproximately threc miles in
length and io cubject to the Nerrow Thannel fule, Axticle 25 (33
U.5.C, 210), ?xsth voosels becane confused with respect to the coursc
and intentions of ¢ o other, slthourh collisich-avoiding action was
takon, the #17477TIC DVALLR and ths ienk harge FATOIL alongside the
port oide of th« tug PATCO callided, eeusing th: tug to 1ist sharply

. to sterbouxd, snhip weber ovor her s&am and einiz, 42 & result of
this easmltar, three crevw mambors on bourd the tug PATCC lost thelr
1lives by draaming, Thelr names ere as follows:

Willlan €, Szzere Llocenss No. - Yasier
Jon 8811, Chief ingineer
Ruseell Lynch, Coolc :
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3 Tha ey wales the follewivg Pindings of Fuct:

"3. oo tanker A2 LNTIC VILGR and 4 tow composed of the tag PICH
and the teak narges PATTIIGO: HO. 3 ard PATOIL were dnvolved in & ecliisien

in Tinleunm ‘huvewl, Lolssmrs kiver, on 22 May 1952 at ahout 031 :8T, ie
a result of tiw milﬁ_ﬁion the tez wnz swamped end sunk with the loss of

three arey mealmrs, Olhors s:{feral injuries to & varying axtent, none
seriously. o asatl: or iajury wwr sulfered Ly any of the crew of the
ATLANTIC DALl end her hull cessg2 wee slight. The PATOIL incurred an
indentaticn in »s Lpll where the haw of the NCALIR came in contant,
causing s disriscemen:t of fremins aod plating in the way of her star-
board quarter.

42, The AT7.ITIC TALLR s & turboeelectric driven tank vessel,
T2, 6,000 h.p., of 15,20 grose Yoos, SOL® long, built in 1945 st
Chester, a,. ias wso nound frvom “ort Arthur, T:xms to the itlantic
Refining Company pler at Porc Mifrlin, Philadelphia, with a full lead
of crude oil in tulk end draving un estimated £7,11°% forwsrd, 30,06¢
aft at the tims of the collisiom, She is ownud and operated by the
Atlantic hefining Comsany, 2 S L ;

d was wdler the comwmnd of

» ¥ho was coting in the duskl eapacity of masier and pliol wider v

the authorlty of hie liconse. Her navigating gaar had beon in ccnstanty
use during tho voyage and weas in good conditicom,

"3, The PATCO, officlal nwdber 242752, is o diesel driven uninspecied
tug of 105 grvsn tong, 68.3' long, built of sicol meterials at Heuston,
Texas in 1942, The tug and hoth bargss are owmsd by the Terminal Transe
port Compaoy, 2 Strect, Fhiladelpila, ut the tug was buing

ocperated bty agent, of 1301 Cumbridge Street. Comden, N,
J. She was wdcr commrsi of f—

.,  The PaTi-HBSON NO. 3, offiodel number 174359, is a tsak barge of
556 gross tomz, 155! long, built at Pascagoule, Miss., in 1939, At the

time of the collisicva she was light and her regularly assi master -
was not on board, but she carvied a dack hand,
of . ! - holds no sea~

man's documenis of any kind,

-

"% The PAIGIL, offieial mumber 173100, iz = tank barge of 307
gross tons, 11C.2' lom:, bullt of steel at Wiilmington, Delawars in
1936, £t the time of ecollision, this barge wus fully loaded with
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Cnief, ¥V iivisien W0 ' 7 November 1952 \
Compunden (4TLANTIC DEALER = PATCO @e3 3d)

low pressurc -tistiilate mnd

=3 o hongd 85 naster,
dated Fachm ¢ Barinects Jdocusent.,
a1l grudes. '

[t
| indorsed for tankerman,

"6, The F.770, towing the b.rges PATTIRSC! NO, 3 and PuTOIL,
sailed fra: MYiimzeoort, %. J. for Chester, Pa. at ahout 0245
IST on 27 Bay 1952, The tow wus mede up with the tug between the
two burges, the PATN.RSON KG, 3 on her starhcard side, bow fore-
most erd the #; TOIT on hsr port slde, stemm foremosi, The siern
of the (%TOIL was nxde fast % the bow of the PATTERSON NO, 3 and .
the to; wes ot the after end of the tow, in such a position that

‘her stern protivded Sohind the vessels alongside,

"7 The wwather pricr to and at the time of the collision was
fine and clear, vith a light westarly breeze and the ehb tlde was
running with o velocity of chout 2 knots, Th» DIALTR was equipped
with redar, in good opersting oondition, but it was not in use bee
fore or durinz the collision, Wedther the P.ICO nor the barges
were so equippad, L '

"8, hose who lost their lives &5 a result of the casualt;y

Wi €. uecers, NG
Yaater . v ‘
Jorn 711, NN

hoosall Lyneh,

"2, The testimony given hy the witnesses from each vassel containg
so many couflicting versicas of signele, mencuvers and nevigaticn, that
the description of the evenis lesdlng up to the collision are ziven with
no attempt at reoonciliatiaen, '

"10, The ATLMMTIC INALIR, fully loaded with crude oil, arrived at
Peleware Trealomter on tho evening of 21 iMuy and proceeded up the Bay
under the oonn of her master, An uneventful pessage ensued &nd un
Shipyard wao passed at reduced speod at about 0300, Her engines were
then rung {ull ahead as she entered the tddystone Range, 4& she
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Lllsred eovie ook the Tindesm Hangeat or nesr the cender of the
channel, @ down wwwd %ow, clesriy lighted, was observed ahsad on the
atarbourd how, chruing & groeo uide ight at an estimated dlstence of
+ mile and @ M1 fo tuo mides,

31, A two blaui aignel weo soundad by the DEALER, but no snswer

%o the eifpal wse imard by amy of her porsoanel. With the angle ou
the bow inorsasix: slightly se tio two vessels closed, another two
»last signa) wue romdsd, with a0 anawering signel from the tow, Her
sngines werc thon put on & slow bell and at this point it was noticed
that the tow hed closixd in the green light and wwe showing e red, and
that the angle oe the bow was rupicdly decressing., The ongines were
then stopped e rumg full astem a3 it became apparent that the tow
wes swingln; to '=r cun starboand, . dunger signel wes sounded and

" the two blast rigal rrposted dsaln and an answering denger signal,

folloved hyy one hHlast was hoard from the tow, fAccording to the
DEALER's witnessso, tho vesgel wus on & steady course until just
before the collision, when the ruddor was ordersd full right, but
none were of the opinion that hor heading changed appreclably, since
she wag stopyod or noorly so as the vessels collided.

"2, The bou of the DEAL.R eame in contact with the starboard how
of the PATOIL, awi the tow passed down the port :ide of the DEALIR,
There was no sign of fire as the vessels scpurated, and the DEALIR
was anchored immedistely, A lifebost was launchud and other vescels
attracted to the scene mearched for men in the water, Coast Guard
patrol boats also appeared shortly after the collision, lending
their efforts in the search, -

“13. According to tho surviving witnesses from the iow, the PATCO,
on leaving the dock at Billingsport, N, J, squarced awey in the channel
and passed Tinicunm (ee Buoy 5-T close on her starboard side as she
procesded down thu chemnel, An inbound steamer wus observed at the
other end of Tindcum Channel showing & green side lizht, about a mile
and a half swey, The tow was groceoding at full spsed with the full
strongth of the e>b tide, but no one could pive sn intelligent esti-
wate of her spead. A one blast signal wes hecrd from the approaching
vessel and & ono blaat signal was hlown in answer, the rvdder ordered
right . 28 the vessels closed uith no apparant change in headings, &
four blast signal was blown followsd by & single hlast, and an wnsvering
one bHlest sigml wes heard from the vessol shead. The rudder wes then
ordered full right and the tow wes swinging sharpiy when the collision
occurred , -
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i;-?afﬁ:iaf MVI Thvisicn to SUS ? Hmmmbar 1952
“ Conmandant o, 0 {ATLANTIC DEALNR - PATCO a<3 Bd)

*ih.  hon Ww v of the “‘;:LRm into conitact with the bow of
the PATOIL, th: ~.7C0 yas eqoeesod hetwwen the barges, ceusing her
boutoelaube wratemtosudwa,uniaheavyustwswbonﬁ
sausing watartepm over hor stern, The tug crew lmmediately left
their stations an! scrumbled c-oard the baryes as the tug swsmped,
«8 far as known, tie myines wore still on full shead when she went |
down, mvﬁfanmmmmrmmummned nut the
PLITERSO 10.3rminedfmtwthahgbymam.oAhtersmey
of the poeition of tho sunken tug showed her to ve 128" (T), 2,100
Msfmcmwmamu@t,cpapprmmysooreetmm
westarly of the centorline of the channel. Several days later the
tug was reised and showsd 1ittlo evidente of danzge othar than a
oollection of alli end mud, '

"1S. As the veasels collidod, the mem at the wheol lefi the master
1ying on deck, theunonwatnhinwangimromcalledﬂmchief
mmer,mwmattwttodomingelseasheranoatof.
the engineroom, Two crow mesbers in the forecastle were awalened
by the impact end hoth aade attempte to got out of the starboard

- door, mmlﬂmwmwmcookbeing behind him

as he wea swept oway by the onrushing water,"
h. The Soard mude ths following Conclusions:

“1. Although the testinmcny of ths PATCO witnesses indicates
dhervise, it is considered that she wea navigatin: on her loft hand
side of the chamnol and hér pressnce there was the principal cause
of the collision, Hor failure to malmisain & propur and efficient
lockout, eepecially when the forwird end of the tcwiesssoms distance
shead, with numerows deck obnbmcum to vision, was considered
contributnry :

“2. Ths tug ssnk shout midway between the center line and., northern .

odge of Tinicum Chamel and all ter navigating crew, who survived,

‘testified she was always on her own right hand side, and they also
tonmbed.ngsteered to the right at all times

while being navigsted in relation to the DEALIR. First under an

easy right and thon e hurd right rudder, the tow had been making a

swing to starboasd for throe or more minutes beivre the eollisioen,

w
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.2 oviue of the eharnsl €0 begln with, ihis

Lod acr zghwore porth of the Tinicum Chaunel,

;¢ b i opho began her eourse change on the
“rmch i..m p@"?&t where she senk,

"2, sz ihen this was an unwieldy tow, @ light
and ¢ :ide, ~ cordlition that nrwab!y infiuenced
. the v Lo s fap aft as possible to provide the
grsates s ol Teh, T pesftlon of the burges and the full
steamgth o ti de, « Favoruble current, may have added to

tha nmei tfui Was ol thm czidition should heve heen recognised by
thoga on i, at Zewash b o2 cxtend of an elsrt watch and an
afficicat loko .,

"o e testimony regarding ihe whistle signals heard by ihe PuTCl
witnosses wes not considered adequate or acceptible, ¢ wvheelgnan, -
wio was also acting as mate, wus g licensed engineer and had no in-
dorgersnts for any deok rating, The master; wno might heve given more
adequate testimoay, was lost, hut the wheelsman stated that he wag in
e"aarge of the waich ard the mastor about o tuzm in, Similar testimony
was givon by tho men in charge in the en A,ﬁ.fnemcm, who was certificated

asmoix&rxmn.

5, an the other hand, the LhALR witnesses were in complete apree-
ment as to the cignsls sounded by their vesaal and those heard from the
2ATCO, The tuatlmony of ths master of the NUAICR, that he consideved

a starbour to siarboard passing prectical aml xOSﬂi le without & chaeuge
of courac, was hornc oul ty the rooord of his course recevder whieh zhows
a gteady course of (90 « (P for ahout thres misunbtes helfors the collisien,
it DHurther boars oud the testimony of the IUALLN witpesses that the sy
uas off, or gmcté.cel.’l,x; off, 3t ths moment of fupact, for ihe full asiern
novessnl cmplogod bafore the collisien would havs in all probehility
changed hor heeting had she gathored any ztermay, It is therefors
concludac thot the LUALSR did not chinge courge and was approximstely

on the aonter line {rom tue time she antersd Tinilem Thannel, Wo logs

or vecords of any kind wore keot on the PATCO timt bore on her perfornmsnce
or navigation.

6. Houewver, it is congidered that the DIALIR's navigation deserves
comment. She had developed full speed as she cntered the Tinleum Channel
and mainteined zhout 13 o 14 umots until no answer wus heard to the second
sigmal for the proposed passing, She was at or near the center Lline of ihe
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Corenodand o (ATLAITIC DEALER - P4TLO a-3 Bd)

Tintcum Choncal at @1l Wimwe.

"Te Bed tho DUAL R entared the channel on her own right haud side
and meds an effort to nuvigate se required by the rules, the possi-
bility existed that she might have avoided the collision by her actien
 aloms, Haever, under the conditions, whers there was ample room for
@ cleer vasding, vithost a course change, and the master took her way
off as soon sa the proposed pessing was in dewbt, are considered cir-
cumstances sysporting his Judgment, Henoe, the hypothetical port to
port paesing or & quick reduction in speed, are considered clroum-
stances that only the mmailer could cope with and at hest are questions
of Judpment, ,

"8, In adiition to thoir contredictory testimony, the Board aleo
took notioe of the conduct of the eurvivors of the PATCO after the
collision. The mate at the wheel left the muster lylng on the deck
vhere the force of the collimsion hed thrown him, No effori waz made
to assist the fallen men in any way and his body was later fowad in
the seme place, The msn on watoh in the engine room never stopped
to ascartain vhether the sleeping chisf engincer hourd his warning:
ha left the ongine room with the ongines on full speed and took no
steps to assure himsolf of the safoty of any others. Similar criti-
cism ean bo leveled at the one survivor from the forecastle, but hia
sction 15 omeliorated sanewhat if his unsupported vorsion of being
swept sway hy the rush of water 1s accepted. 1

"9 Notico was also takon of the lack of a mmster on board the
ATTERSC HO, 3 at the time of the collision, Howover, sinte Captadnm

of the PATCO, was licensed, it is considered there was no vioia~
tion of the provisions of the ce icate of inspection,®

5. The Board made the follewing Recommendations:

1. Sloce the PATCQ was an uninspected tug with no consequent

requirements regurding certifioated parsonnel; nor were thsae who

had documents required to have them as a condition of employmeat,

no action under R.S, LLSO is deemed advisable in these cases, ind
since there was no evidence of negligencoe or deliberate infraction
of rules on the part of the DAL R's porsonnel, no further acticn

is recomended against them,
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"2. $t iz rocomendad theid the P.7C0 bo cited for violatian of
fule 25, of the inlond nules, (in that she fuiled to navigeie on her
o¥n ripni Law side of tho ch..mnal).

"3 1i is 180 recomnondxl that the PAICO be cited for violstien
of Artiels 29 of the Inlsnd Ruden, in that ehe failed to have a lockout,

"k It is @lso rosomsanded thet the acidng mste, Slmer RKobiasen, bo
eital for violatdon of Krle 25 of the Inland Rules, in that he feiled to
navigaie oa his oom right hand side of the chamel; and it is fuvrther
recorrendext that he be cited for neglecting to post s proger lookout 28
requirad by frticle 29, of tho Inlemd flules,®

R JURES

8, Conclusion 7 of the Board to the effect thst had the ndvigation

of fTLAYTIC DYaL:Y been in conformance with the gtatutory pilet rules she
might have avolded the eollisicon, is concurred with. The #TLAHTIC GIAL:R
h;aporoachimmic\mfmgewawwd of 13 wm!{mw in rmid or to the
left of midechennsl did not conferm with the precautions required by crdinary
practices of pesmen wnder the cireumstunces aond violated the Harvow Channel
Rule (33 U.5.C, 210) and thus comtributed to the cavse of the subjeet '
coliizion,

To Recomrendation paragraph 3 of the Zosrd they the 24700 be cited
for violatlan of article 29 of the Inlend Lulcs in that she failed to have
& leookoutl iz prasently disapproved., The sahject is belng carefvily review-
ed and siuvdicd, in the light of recent jwilcial decisions to determins
vhether or mt the a’ba%vtory pilot rules authorize the agsousmont and
.collacticn of clvil mcnotary pensliies for the neglest to keep & proper
"lockout, rending euch daternination, setion Lo assess snd colleet civil
nonetary penaltles for nuglect to keop & proper lockout should be Leld

in aben’ame.

8, Recompxadation raracreph U of the Sourd to the effect that civil
acnetary pontliies be sosesgod against the maie on watch on boure the tug
PATGO at tho time subjoct easualyy cocurred far violabion of Hule 25 and
txticle 29 of the Inland Hueles, i3 alsc disapproved, The evidence in the
record cleurly indicatas that the mavigation of the tug P.900 was in
charge of the master of the vessal immecdiately prier to the eoilision,

a5 & result of which the master perdshed by drowning .

2, Subject to the forogolng remarks, it is recomvemied that the
Fiw%ings of Fact, Conclusicns, and Racmuﬂatium of the Varine Heaxd

of Inmmsigatim bte aparoved,
[fa/P. A, OVENDEN

P &, OVETEY -

8
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Chdef, NVX Division to 7 November 1952 ,
N Cemmandant (ATLEUTIC DIALER - PIATO -3 ms)
FIRST DMPIRSHM AT TO WI memorandum of 7 November 1952 - H
24 November 1952
Froms Chiaf, Office of Msrechant Wuwine Safeby
Ta: - Commandant
Hubds Marine Beard of investigetiony collisicm, AT NTIC DLALTA
' with tug PiTCO and tow of tank barges, Delawers River,
22 Ylay 1952, with loss of life
Forwarded, rocomnanding aporeval,
Je/H. G. SAEFUEARD
K, {, SHEPHIARD
ARPPROVEDs Nov 25 1952
8/ MIRLIN o'Nf-‘,ILL
MERLIN ONEILL
Vige Admiral, U.,S. Coast Guard
commandant
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