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froms  Jhief, lerchent Vessel Inspcetion dvision

Tos Commandan %

Tias chief, Uffice of Merchant sarine Cafety

subjs  derine Foard of Investigationj stranding of :V ML AT, off =
cherleston, S. C., on or zbout 27 November, 1951, with loss of C T
1life

ie Pursuent to the provisions of Title 46 .F.fi. Part 156 the reeard
cf the :arine Borrd couvensd to investlgate subject casuslty, togsther with
its Findin;s of Fact, Conclugions and iecomsandations, has been. raviawed at
is forwarded herevith. o

20 The IV & PID T of ? g ; built in 1929 as a yacht was 'purc-hasad
Ly the ownor in feptember 1 r purchase, the vessel wss hsuled out
“and found to be in a dpfuective condit.ion but no effect:.ve totion wee taken
0 neke the vessel seaworthy. On 2V uetc:ber 195 the . PHL D u..%i, under boail
dcan regisiry, departsd from Greenport, Loug Island for St. Thomes ®i
islsnds, with nine porsons on board, dfficulties were exmr’ianfj
ond lntermediate ports of ¢sll wera mede. h ;
deparied Beaufort Inlet and encountered strong northesst winds end roug&,
She began moking water axcessively ond changed coursé for Charleston,
£t about 0330, 27 November 1951, the /'PHITY ™ stranded in the vicinifyj
Feyiag Pun Shoals. The vessel was abandoned and her lifeboat 1mm..h|é,
which wos without provisions, water, distress signals or other equi pment.
‘"Zhe lifehost wes adrift until 30 Novembar 1951, when it was sighted hy ‘the
Uy £. Nevy Huesweeper UK N, snd by this time ¥even of the uine porsons in .
ths 1ifebost had p.rishsd. 'Ihe stron,; northesst winds end rough se~ mt:hmed
unabated until «ft.r the lifeboat was sighted by the U.5.8. lUK N.. ighﬁ
- pergons lost their lives as a result of this casusliy.

| 3o 'Ihe werd made  the following Findings of Facts

%le The "V EARL T, stranded on or in the violnity of Frjfing
Pen Yhoals, “uesday morning, Hovember 27, 1951, at 0330 3, aad = -
ag a reeult eight porsons eventually perished, slthough all e
pine persons aboard sucoeasfull;r abandoned tha vessel in a
single lifgboat,

M2, The ¥ AU Ty official numbur 228601, 8 gross mné_,' L
55 net tong, 85'3" in l:ngth, 15' brezdth, 7'9" depth, and
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. #ft of the whselhousze and ¢ new most and c:rge hoom wez ingtalled:

povered W two -:ntsn -.—an!:i& in¥ ,,_aael ongines, 300
sach 2t 720 i.P.7. ‘The hull znd supersmme’mrg:ﬁ%
construction and was built at Jysck, dew York,
the Amphitrite Shinaing Company. The vessel wes operated &
of uow York Uity vz ¢ passenger fisherman £er a mmber ﬁ

"3. erly in September 1951 the vessel was ;mrohased byn
Samue)l Luttrell, an ex~ruy {ficer, from :Ir. Jorko Jeesund of
Rewr York. Captein ILuttrell pxu'chased the vessel for the Virgin
Isleni “herk Industries, Ioc., St. “homes, Virgin Islands
which he wes part ownar. The vesscl wes under ithe Costa . :
lag end burthed at vreenport, loug Island, when t.he chmge ct
cunership was consumneted,

"4. The complemant of the yacht at the t.im of the ueaualty mx“o -

1. wptsln famuel +, Imtirell, mssﬁer md P r'b-»m-mer
25 ” I‘ + Umel e Luttrell’ Wi-& : i

3. Semuel /. Luttrell, Jr., son :

4. Lleutenant indrar 5. Hager, V.S./ ‘«‘., navigatcr
5. wugtave lrager, angineer

6. dwerdo -amos, Puerto #lcen, sesmsn .

7. Jeims ilertinsx, Pusrto dcsm, seaman-

g, Israil vondeslsvas, Pusrto .doan, sswaan -
Qs Josaph (last nems unlmown), Puerto idean, aeam

{11 of the abovs persong, with the singla emap‘sion af Jug b
reoser, lost their lives in this trugedy. The vessel wus undez
the Costa oan registry at the tims of her departurs from %he
Jnited Suates for Si. Thomes, Virgin Islands, on her i‘ata.‘. v&yag'

"5, Iiwas he intenticn of the naw owner to load carg,c aa'

yossal ad p*acﬂ&*d to 5t. thomra, Virgin Islands. Upon -
arriwval at tiris port, she would be used ss a freighter- i%t@m&
Pusrto deo, “H. Thomes, and St. Crofx, Virgin Islonds. -

“6. The log of events thot transpired from the time the new ownar
took pessession begen at Lreenport, Lon, Island, in ear;ty %p_,
whan tha vese:l was hauled out st .ﬂveet's Shipysrd. The undarea
tody was scroped end printed, ¢ new hateh wss cut in the miia de

Several minor repsirs were nede to the mein onginea and ::uxiliarm_
including e Installetion of o wew gesoline “ilge pumps. The -
shiip to shore telephone was repaired and slso the main ﬁanerf.,
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BE. on wetobyr G0 ane 21 the nein vagines vere opera’ed and

slihough soma trouble developse 1t wes soun rectifisd. On |

the lotier Cote o trisd min to the #p of Lonyg Isisnd wes mude.

“he cound was ¢hoppy ond the vessel made considerable watur but -

%o gasoline cngine driven bilge pumps, widch had been purchosed
by fr. centrell, were sble, with ths agéistence of the punp

alrgady instellsd, L0 kecp W biilyes Wy. :
"9. Un ctobar 24, thres Pusrto .idcan crew membors quit the
vegsel becruse of some unknown griovance and thelir places wore
filled by threc others of the =ame rage. : .

10, Finglly on setobar 27, 1051, the vessel left Lreonporty lomg
Igien., ond after @ overnight stop st Oyster Bay srvived at the
Colonisl Yacht Club plor, City Island, Hew York, en Ogtob:r 29,

1951. ~ hile hers the vessel loaded erated and uncrated furniture :
in the sfterhold. : BRI

"1, Lovemb r 3, 1951, the A HIIT iTH left vity Island and procezdsd.
down the .ast dver. hile docking the vessel, & delsyed mignsl to.
the =ngine room caused the vessel to atrike a flosz., canging dmages o
%o the evtent of 200, ihether or not the FiFMI T IT: suffered hull T
or other structural dmmege or weskacse is unknown but from all
qncications thers were moue. In the everning of this same day
Geptain Lutirell attempted to use the ship to shore talephona.
Comversation Letwoen ships wea he:rd, but the m.rine op:rator
could not be resched. ko atteupt was mads to learn why the pibue
did not function as it should, olthough st & later date the phons
operated successiully. '

012, Hovembur 4, 199, the § Gif T.uTl. left New York and afteriui '
overnight stop &% iienaggusn proceeded to cipe ley. hile proceeding
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from this point on ﬂb morn.ng of the ‘6th heuding for %.ammton,
- Virginia, very hoovy voether wos encountersd while off the - . . o7 w0
cosst of . tlontic vitys .nginecr iraser.siwm thst the vessel = . .0
ws lesking in the fopwmrd bilies and reported this fadt to v R
waptdn Luttrell. 'he wvesrel was rnming 1n & rollowin}¥ea
aud the engincs were put on slow speed. ippe:Ts that no - S
gerxrgh was made to dutermine the 1ocation re the sea water . . :
enterid tho vesscl forward. /ppormtly the ‘bllge pumps cowld
not take esrv of the dmgress of water mxi a chisldsrsbie: 1cm§$h
of time was spent in the vhesapesks Bmy pumplng the vessel outs
aring; this voyage the ship to shore radioc was usec successfully.

"3, liovember Gth the ; WHI ™Y ™ arrived at H:mpt.on, Virginia,
. and furniture was. loathd in the hatoh forward. The exsct weights
placed atoard and ‘the vesscl's fresbo:ird could not be lerrned LAl

tha board, but it cppeers thet her dreft wos 7' when passing =~
through leep ure=k locks, Jeep sreek, Virgin;a, in tha Intra— TN,
coastal “asterwoy. 7

"14. Kovembar 13th Jomesnder Lon C: mtrell, navigator of- t-ha

PILT T since its depsrture from .reenport, Lon Island,
reaignad md left the wessel, His reagons we:e that the veasel
wes unsoanorthy for t e proposed voyege to St. Thonss because
of the following cond{tdons:

A .

8e ngbt frm“ of the I Plﬂ‘u. 1. :
b. Sapoocks not 4n safe oﬂrﬂiﬂ.m ’ \ :
c. Veseel leakimy, greot dexl of water '

through hull and decks |
‘d. Vemsel took 28 hours to pump bllges
" out in ches~paske Bay after rwun down

the coust -
e. V-goel's hatahes were not '.mred with

tarpsuling or ganvas nd mater leaked

through , = S
f. Insufficient fusl . J ' : , R
L;c 110 L“!‘Olmd mu. ) . ' ) . - . "_-' * ;
h. <ngines loose on founda-ticms . . . .
i. Ingulfi ient }ifes:ving equipment T e
J. Insuflicient emergency equipment SR
k. Vesrel tend:r, especially im.a

7following sem
1. @adio roceivex on: transmitter not.

, properly celibrsted =
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"15. Gsptdn Luttrell's problem nog 0 secure I naviga-tor 4o take - S
vonender wont’ Cintrell's plice. ‘hrough his frmy assoclaetes he . /.
tpresled to the Air foro &l Lengley Fleld. Iwenty sir force T
nryigators were sntlous ¢ mske the voyage ans lote were drawm -
" to selact one of a ygroup eaperiencad in celestlal n:vigation, o
ihus waes (irs$ Lieutensnt indre: 5. Hsger selegted to meke the - 7
tatal voyage while on leave of sbsenaz from the U.G. .7y s

- "16. Ghe voya;e from Hempton, Virginis, to- orchead uity, Inrer‘bh

. Larslina, which was reeshusd on iovemb .r 23, was highlishted by -
the vesgel grounding twlce in the inland waterway, -ismal Swamp
area. ihere 18 no indiantion that the vees:1l suffared damage dus
to this groundmg.

%17. ht dorehead Ulity, the /:PHI ™1 T. took on provisions, ater
dicsel fuel, sn- gusoline in a deck tank. ‘The vessel d,eprrtad
at 1100 1, November 26, 1951, md her coursec vie set for Ft,
- .hones, Virgiu Islands. Strong northesst winds end h:avy sesa-
were encountered lmmsdlately =fter clesring port and dapta:ln
lutirell ordered only one engine to be run md +t 300" F.ile

"8, Engineer Irazer noted tho water in the bi]g,es wag r:u.sing T
- at 1500 i snd so advised Juptain Luttrell. It mpears that
a this first warning was ignored and the vessel kept on har
course with only one epgine at about half speed. £11 bilge
punps were in full operation anc ths water in the engine room
trilges increaped rapidly. UGapbain Lattrell did mention to,
ireger that Chorleston was the neerest port. and that would
tske 12 hours to reach. :

119, At about 1’730 .or 1800 7 the night of .abnday, wo\'embcr 26,
1451, Frazer told wptain Luttrell that the water in the bil_es
was daugerously high in the engine roum snd water was now leaking
in cround the upp:r section of the shuft log. oaptein Luttrell
made gn examination of the engine rcom amd declded to chznge the
vessel's course for a coestal port. There was appro:d.mately a
foot end one half of water in the =augine room. bilg,eo ‘‘rozer, the
enginaer, su,pesied to tm Taster thet he send an 505 message. -

%20, The zoursz of the vesssl was 255° m’gnetio compass and qnig :
wee held. At 0130 2 Tuesday, Novemb:r 27, 1951, a lighthouse
with a white light was sirhted and the navigator, according to
Frezer, mentioned that the next-light sighted would be the
entrance to Charleston, South Uoroling, harbor. The-vessel
continued in tm.r.;rds the corst until 0330 d when ahe struck

,.-5_
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hottom snd shartly rftarwird struck again md vas herd aground,
with sees treaking over iler. All pirsons were ordered up on
the main duck and csch put on s 1if. jackets The weathur was
solds strong wind and heuvy cess.

n2]. “he grew buing inexperienced, axtreme difficulty was exp.riamced .
in launohing the single lifeboet. IFraser wes washed overbosrd and .
2ll others jumped in the boat from the deck of the ;s PHI ™ T'.. AlY . .
nine mombers of the arew finally got in the lifebost, which was helf :
full of water, snd pulled clear of the wreck. In old felt hat . S
an ice cube tray were used as @ bailor in getting the water out of- -
the lifeboat. ihis lifeboct did not have water, provisions, or sy . -~
of the required aquipmeut, with the exception of 6 cars and oarlogke .
In their haste, the orew did not take the time to stock the boat - '
from the supplies aboard the / IPUITHT T .

"22. The inexpcrienced orew sttempted to row towards the 11i.;hthoues

but wo pro ress was mede and the lifeboat was oarried out to sea

by the current. ‘that same evening the tide and current swept the

boat elogse to the beech sgain, the distsnue estiuated by rraser ,

was & 30-minute row, if experienced oarsmen had bteen in the 1ife~

" boats ) '_ ) ’ -

. 123. The four Puerto Xoems drenk salt water, slthough werned nod

_ %o by .raser, snd Tueadsy night they died in the lifeboai. A
vesasl passed cloec by iuwesday night, slthough £11 hands shouted

they were not seen by the pessing veszel. : . -,

n24. 111 day vednesday the lifebost drifted with her cargo of

four -dead Puerto .dcans end the. five persons still dlive. In ,

the evening a ship parsed close by cnd sll yelled but they againm _

' were not seen. ILisutensnt Hcger, the navigator, started screaming
end jumped overbosrd and wea not seen sgain. He had complained :

shortly before of the intense colde , o

‘"25. 'ﬂ’mrldlv, Noveﬁﬁlf)l' 29’ 1951, at 1@ R, thﬂ bodias Of tm 7
four Pucrto :icans were thrown overboard. Ou this same af ternoon,
Captain Luttrell died, and shortly after Mrs. Lutirell zlso pessed
away. ¢ vessel pussed close by egain during the ni ht but again -
tha lilsbout was unsoen, : Y
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K. wighted the lifetoet approximetely 78 mlles £.7. of
: .*r,'.kng Pan Sml., Lt. 32 P w- 73 58 o I[he bodles
- of Geptein md frs. Luttrell were in tha bost. Samel Luttrell,

14 Fehmuury 1052

STV PETET - 2= BA

y

126, ;,.‘-'n m, Noveab .y 0, 1058, the U. F,,H&w".ﬂ.mmeper'

Jr., ind Lustava Fresar were still rlive and Aven first aid
immedistely. Tirei ald srrived too late, h-vewer, to sazve -
youn; Luttrell £nd he died when brought abourd the TN, Ir:ser

was hospltalised and fally rocoversd."

The Goerd exuressed the rollowing:-oonoluaionm o

"1, It eppears that the / WHI 7Y 7. depsrted Desufort Inlet (Fivnd8 ...
chert 1110) at or about 11300 a.m. 26 Novembor 1951, and slowed t8 =
5 knote »ith one ongine rumning due to strony . winds and rough

soas, which westher conditions continued until the survivors wers

sighted on Novembir 30, 1951, True course to St. thomcs was 147°

ad 1t osn be sgsumed that & more southerly course was sicered to

clear orpe Lookout Shosls. ’ ' .

u2. A or rboub 1800 7 the course wns rltered to 255° compess

 baccuse of the ding.rous lesking of the vessel., T.ithout deviation

this would htve msde a trus course of 251°. .t or sbout 0130 i,

‘27 liovember 1951, a flashing light was gighted on the starboard

bow and 2 hours laoter the vessel grounded, lightly firet then in -
a few minu-es hard aground,

3. From the sbove it csn be cssumed that the vessel ateesred in a

southerly dirootion for 35 miles, then 251 true for 47.5 miies and
allowing for a 87 set of approximately 1 knot far 164 hours the
vessel could be expected to ground on Frying Pen Shogls at or about -
0330 ., 27 Nowemb.r 1951. If trazerts testimony that only one
engine was used at half speed is true, it would have bacn imposeible
for the vessel to ground in the vicinity of Georgetown Light, which .
is obout 165 miles from Besufort Inl.t end would have required a

speed of ten knots, S _

"4e I%°1420 1on 30 Novewoer 1951, the USS TUK.N sighted the life=
hoat dn Lat. 32 47.7 N Long 78 58 ¥/, which is vbout 78 miles SW
of ¥rying Pan Shoals. ‘Thus the boat had drifted 78 miles in 82
hours snd 50 minutes or &t a rate of 0.94 knots, which is not -
congidared exoessive coasidering drift and lecwsy caused by the
strong N.. winds which prevailed during this tines ' '

ug, . yidence indicates that the [T ':.f.T:. was not sesworthy at
the time of her deperture from :forchesd Jity, lovember 26, 1951,

-7 -
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for 5t. Thomas, Virgin Iclmds. No attempt hed been made t0
repair the lesk up forward, reported by Trager to Captain ,
Luttrell during vessel'a voyage off the ooast of /tlantic City.

Cn this leg of ths woyage the leak up forvard sllowed morse sea
water to seep in the bilges than could be pumped out by the 111
cspecity of 2ll bilge pumps sboard. ' .

"B, It appsars that both hatches had been provided,ﬁith caﬁm

covers when leavin, the final port of departure.

w7y, The crew sppeared to be .inexperienced and further jeopirdi'nd'
the safety of the vessel. - : _

1g, Inoxperience is jndicated in the operation and also the navige-
tion of the vessel. he age and generd construction of the vessel
made =2 voyege such es thot at-oapted @ risk of the greatest magnltude.
The szfety of the vessel was in continusl jeopirdy ss & rasuvlt of ths
inexperiance of her crev- Prsparations for the voyage dlso proved
thet those in chorge were nos familisr with the operztions of 8 ,
vesscl of this class, s (2) the lifeboal was not properly prepared
for an emergency and lacked. nearly all equdpmant; (b) otorm shutters
were not installed over the 1rrge windows in the pilothouse and
catin spages, which would have been ingtalled for such & voyege

by oune more cuperienced in ths dungers 1ikely to occur: (o) an
sxperionced murince would most 1ikely have traveled.as far gouth =
as possible through the inland waterwasy before setting his course
for St. Thowas from the coast of the united Ftales. . -

.9, The vesscl groundsd in cloar woather and aids to navigationm _
 were in plain view, which indicates & 1ack of knowledge or evpsrience .

on the part of the p.rsons directing the navigastion of tha vasrel.
his is further indicsted ny the statement made by the navigater .
¥rager thet the veesel was spprosching charlestou, Souih Saroline."

The .orrd made the following ‘meomnendaticnss

| "l. The Boérd suggests that vassels of ama}ll lonnage carrying

lperican citizens and flying a foreign fleg be required to pass
an inspection befors clearance is grented by .ustom officlales

w2, ig an s)ternste 1o the sbova suggestion, it is pronposed that
a check-of! list relative to the phyeicsl vondition of the vessel
and equipment be required to be filled in under oath oy the owner
or operater before cleirance is granted.”
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6. @ .scommendations 1 and 2 of the oard sug;est thot vessels of small
tonnsze currying smericen citizens md flying s foreign flay be reguired

to pess an inspection before cleorance is grented or im licu thereof that

a check-off liet relative to the sesworthiness of the vessel be exocuted

by the owner or overator before clearsnce is grented. The recomendstions,-
when an:lyged, would logically require the extension of marine ssfoty o
~ statutes and require the inspection and certificetion or alternstive equive-
lent affective arrcngement with respecct to all uninspected vesscls departing
from sny port in the Unlted States or its territories or possessions for a
voyege at sea. lecommendations for corrective sufety asction should be based
on & thorough knowledge of the facts of the cesualty md existing zpplicable
gafety stotutes md regulations in the light of previous experience ond
efforts to prevent similar casuslties and the logic:al probability hetween
the recomnendation emc the possibility of its effectuation. recomeudations
for the eatension of mirine safety stotutes, to be informative or helpful

in the ensctment of leglslation, should be confined to or st leasi include
the specific requirements of existing marine safety statutes or rejulations
that would or could have preventad the casualty under investigation. UCensrel
recommendations to extend marine safety legislation which would have the
effect of incressing the number of vessels to be inspected md certificated
seversl hundred pereeut without a clear demonstration of the necessity for
guch general legislation,sre also of little or no value, for these reasons
the recomsendations of the Soerd in their full import are not approved.

T In connection with improvemsnt in the standard of safety of motor
vessels, the following bills for the extension of marine safety stututes
md resulationa to motor vessela are now before bongrosa for considerations

(a) He:e 1762 = i bill for the sai’ety of life md property by
mekin, all comacercia) fishing vessels subject to the rules
and regulations of the United Suates Joast uuard .isrine
Inapection.‘

(b) S. 1286 - I bill to amend the Act of June 20, 1936, so s
to broaden the application of laws governin;; the inspection
of steam vesscls to vessels propelled by internal-combustion
angines,

(e} Heo o TTAO « [ bil) to provide thet certain vessels shall be
subject to the laws relating o steam Vessels, and for other

purpoges .

"(d) H: .. 2316 - i bill to exiend the requirements for fixing the
minimun number of deck officers on steam vessels to ceriain
additional vessels of the United states, and for other purposes.
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(e) H. . 2317 - » bill to provide thet oertain veesels shell be

gabject to the lm m].ating to stesm nuoh, and for othar
DUTPOSes «

vommand: at

(£) Hols 3646 = i W1l to provide that certain veasels propelled '
. by ges, fluld, naphths, or electaic motors ghsll be subjeot
%0 cortddn lows relating to the inspoation end p.rsomel of
stemn vessels.

() M. .« 3657 = bill to provide thet oertain vessols be subjsot
to tho lawe and regulctions relating to the inspection, safety,
ang navigaﬁ.on of stem vessels,

(h) &. 647 ' ddll to provide t.hat. ceﬂain vessels shall be
" subjoct to the lows relating to steam vessels, and for othsr

N pm'poaea. . A
8, ' roview of the record of luvestigation indicates that Form 2692 snd .

. the origingl precept convening the Soard &'e not included in thes rocord and

that a copy and not the original of the letter from the Officer in uhargc,
Jorine Ingpuction, “an Juan, Puerto Wco to the 0fficer in Jharge, ferine = -
Inapect:l.on, ~harleston, #. C. conteining the report of interview with ‘rencls
&, Cantrell was included in the record. rorm 2602, the originsl precept and
the original of the ebuve report are to be forwirded to Ik: for inclusion in
the record.

9. Subjegt to the foregoing remsrks, it is recommended thst the ~indings
of ¥Fzct, Conclusions and secomnendations of the firine Board of Tuvestigatiom
be &pproved.

fs/ P. A ovmnﬁn
P. ©o OV.NIEN

_ : 18 February 19532
Ind-l : o i

froms Chief, CIfice of erchent .larine Safety .

- Tos = cCommandent

Forwerded, recommending approval .

/s/ . A, SIYTH
R, A, SUTT™
Leting

/a/ f-.ﬁ:czm:-z O'NTLL
T.RLIN OFHA LL ,
Vice Admiral, U. &, Coast Guard- 10 -
bommmdmt






