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UNITED STATES GOAST GUARD WI
WASHINGTON, D. C, : \$ Teeember 1952
(v, C, DOTGE ~ MICHARL

hEY Bd}

Froms Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspection Division

Tos Commandant
Vies Chief, Uffice of Merchant Marine Safety

Syhj: lerine Board of Investigation; cellisicn betwee:x the MY
. C, DODGE aad the SS MICHAUL, Delaware fiver, 25 May
1952, with loss of 1ife

1. pursuant Lo the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R, Paru 13(, the
record of the Murine Yoard convensd to lmvestigaie subject caswadty,
togather with its Findings of Faci, Conclusions and Recommandetions,
has besn roviewed and is ferwarded herewith, ‘

2. Guring the evening of 25 May 1952, the &5 MIGHALL, n tink
vessel of 10,403 g.t., fully loaded with crude oil, was vp=tound
and the MV A, O, DOVGE, s tenk vessel of 1,147 r.l., fully lnded
with pasoline, was dowa-bound in the Delaware Hiver, The wes\hor
was clear, visibility 5 te 10 mlles and a flood lide of abowd e
knot, At the intersection of Reedy Island and Buker Runges, [issiny
siznals were exchznged for a normel port-to-port pessing, foliowing
which the A, C, DODGE evidently made an erratic change of herding
which confused the MICHATZL, and alibough collisicn~-avoiding agtion
was taken, such efforts, due to close proximity swi speed of the
vesssls, were ineffective and both vessels collided at zpproximats.
1y 2230, 25 ey 1952, The 4, C, DODGE exploded, caught fire and
sank and the MICHAIY sustained hvll and superficial fire damage,

is o result of this cusnalty, the following eight eriw aemhers

From the DODGE and two from the MIGHANL lost thely llvess:

fie Go DHIDGE
sohnt L, riiiott, Master
dohn {, illott, Second Haie
Charles Hoie, (hief Engineer _
John R, Helmas, ist issistant Inginecr
Rasmus M, Kleppe, Deckhand
Ramond £, snderson, Dackhand
Williem (*Brien, Cook
Howaxd §, HMoller, leckhand

MICHAEL |
Clarence i, Dackman, Consular Passeijer
A1fred B, Magnuson, 3rd Mate
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18 Decomber 1952

Chicf, MVI Division to {ie G, DODGE =
Comzandant MICHATL, a=3 BA)
3. The foord made the followving Findings of Mct:

"1. The tankers MICH::L and 4, C, DONGE collided in the Nelawerw
River in the vicinity of Feedy Island Range Lighted Bell Suoy 2-R
(1541) at about 2230 Eastern Daylight Saving Time on 25 May 1952,
Fire and oxplosion occurred on the DONGE immedistely after the im-
peet, resulting in the subsequent sinking of the vessel 1200 yarde
059% True from Recdy Island Middle Light, The IMICHAFL suffered hull
damage in the way of both bows and from fire wihich burned in that
section for some hours after the collision, She also suffered supcre
ficial fire demage on the after part of the hull from gasoline burning
on the watop, "ight crey members from the POTGE and two from the
HMICHAYTL ware unaccounted for after the disaster, snd of these, four
bodies have been recovercd, three identified from the IONGE and one
from the MICHAIL; the others are still miseing and presumed dead,
Other crew mombers suffered injurios of varying extent, none serious-

1.

v2, The MICILLEL (Official Ho. 247h423) is a stecam~driven tdnk type
vessel {T=2) of 10,blil gross tons 503.9 £t. lon;, built of steel mu-
terials at Seusalito, Cal. in 1945 and develops 6000 H.P. She is

owned and opereted by J, i, Carras, Inc., 21 Wesi St,, New York Clty
and at the time of the collision was under the command of

ﬂ (cos of and
Validated terchant HMariners Document

of on board as pilot, Pilot

Lemion was acting under the authority of his state pilot's license

issued by the State of Permsylvania,

"3, The 4, C, DONGL (Official We, 211603) is ¢ diesel-driven tank
vessel of 1147 gross tons, 243,1 £t, long, built of steel at Camden,
%, J. in 1942, She is omed by the Diesel Tanker i, C, Dodge, Inc,
of 764 Court St., Brooklyn, H. ¥, and at the time of the eollision
was under the command of John I, Wltott, C7B M of

Cuptoin Plliott was acting under the authority
of his masterts license o, I and pilot's license for the Dela-
ware Bay and River,

L. The DOPGE sailed from Tagle Point, Now Jersey on the evening
of 25 May 1952 bound for #agner’s Point, Baltimore with 2 full cargo
of gansoline, Hor sailing draft was 12-05'F,, 13-06'4, Since the
Cheoeapeake and Delawsre Canal had been closed to navigtion, the
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18 Degembor 1952
Chief, MVI Division to {i. C, DODGE =
Cormangant MICHAEL ae«3 B4}

DODGE's intended voyage lay down the Nelaware, outside from Cepe Heaw
lozen to Cape Hepry, Va,, thence up the Chosapenim, a distance of
lers than OO miles, And under thoee conditicns her certificate of
inspoction required the following crews 1 master, 1 chief mate, 1
socond mate, I able seamsn, 2 ordinary secamen, 1 chief engineer, 1
first sssistnt engineer and 1 second assistan? sagineer,

"8, 4 1ist of those knowm to be aboaxrd, including one surviver,
indicates that the DONGE was being navigoted without the required
crew to the extent of 1 chief mate, ) sscond assistant engineer and
) ovdinary secaman,

"8, The known dead wores

88 MICH.%Ls
" Tlarence R, Baclkman, consular passenger home
™ i

lesing and presumcd deads
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Chief, MVI Division to (... . DUDGE =
Commandant MICHA(L ae3 Bd)

"7o The weathor at the time of the collision was clear with an
estimated visihility of fivo to tem miles and @ flood tide of ahout
a knot was runming. The MICHA;L's radar was in operetion but wase
not used before or during the collision,

"Since no eye wituesses from the DNGE survived the collision the
circumstances bdafors mnd ufter it occurred are those given in the
tostimony of the MICHAL wiﬂ. Prior to and during the eollision,

the mster, Nolson Amy, CT3 E— e
third M“N‘H 2, helmsman were on
bridge with Pllet Leemon, B cos'n, wes on

lockout on the bow; and their testimony essentially agrees on what
transpired to the polnt of the collision,

"fhe MICHATL, fully loaded with crude oil, sailed from Suez, ¥gypt
on & May 1952, bound for Pauleboro, N, J, An uneventful passage
ensucd during which all her nuvigating geer wes in constant use
and functioned satisfaciorily, At about 1900 on 25 May 1952, Pilot
poarded the MICHATL at the pilot station at the
entrance to Delewars Bay, The druft at the time was estimeted et
29-00 £1, forward snd aft,

"inder the com of Pilot Lemmon the MICHAEL proceeded up the Dels-
ware and upoa spproaching the intersection of Liston and Beker Ranges,
an outbound veseel, lator identified as the s, C, DOLGE was observed
on feedy Isleand Range in the vicinity of Reedy Island, 4&s the vessels
continued to spproach each other, the MICHAIL was on her owm right-
nsnd side of the chamnel on the Baker Range on a course of 358 or

359 P. G. C, &t & spesd of about 15 knots, and the DINGE wae on the
starboard bow of the MICHALL showing & red side light, Y%hen in the
vicinity of Buay 2-8, the MICHASL'® course was changed by & 10 degree
right rudder order to cnter Reedy Island chunnel, and a one~blast
signel was hlown to the DONGT, 4t this polnt they were about & mile
or mile and & half epart; but no answer was heard to the sigoal by
oither the pllot or the master, The MICHAEL suwung slowly to the
right, reaching & heading of 003 te 007 as she rounded the buoy,.
According to the pilot and master, at this point the DODGE suddenly
closed in her port side light and showed her starboard, and the

pilot assumed that the change of cowrse of the DODGY was occasioned
by her desire to leawve the chermel and cut the corner east of Baker
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Chief, W1 Division % (%, C. DOTIGE -
Commerdant MICHATL a3 Bd

Range, & maneuwer commonly used by shallow draft vessels in the Delsa-
ware, He placed the distaude betassan the vessels at two shdp lengths
at this pedat, ot Lhe mistor, a mile and a quarter, 4hen the pilot
saw the gress side light of the D'AGE he ordered & full left rudder;
sounded & twpe=hlast whistle sigaal, and as he did so obserwed that
the TNUDQT wa® again showing & red t. He then sounded the one-
blast sigaally ordered the rudder full right ard at the same time

the englees were rung full estetm by the master, The two veesels
collided shertly thereafter, the PUCHA!L striking the DOTGE at or
near the forwmd ond of the deck huse on the port side at aboud
2230 “agteve Daylight Saving Time,

“The lookewt ef the MICH."L was om the bow for soms time before the
cellision, and he testified that the DODGE was on the MICHAIL'es siar-
beurd bow st all times until Just defore the impact, At no time digd
he sec o gresn side light on the DONGE but he did hear an smswering
signal fyom her when the first signal wss sounded by the MICHATEL,
The vheeloman of the MICHAERL testified that he also heard & one-
blast answering signel from the DODGL after the first signal wes
bicun by the MICHAFL,

the

YHr., pilot of the SOCONY VACUUM, testified
that he the TUDOE and the MICHATL while ocutbound,
and hs plainly heard the sequence of signals from the MICHASL and

& cpe-blast simal from the DONGE, Ho further testified that he
expectod to hear a danger signel, and the sbsence of one drew his
attention aft, where he 6av the buwst of fiame following the impact,

"Fire brolee out immediately aftor the impact, accempanied by emplosiocas
on the DONOT 88 the two vessels separated, /s the DODGE and MICHALL
drew spart, port-tosport, flaming gasoline, rcaching as high as the
forenast head of the MICHAIL covered the river surface, completely
enveloping e DOTCH, Confusion relgned on the bridge of the MICHALL,
The pilot yelled to "get to hell gut of here”, and led by the master,
he and the thisd nate dashed off the bridge to the No, 1 Boat on the
starboard side, leaving the engines et full astern; and the wheolsmen
still at the &01. No gemeral alerm wes rung, They were jJolned at
the to. 1 Boat by Flelds, the lookout, who had run aft sftexr the
explosion, and @ pessenger whose Foom was lmmediately below, Their
attempte to swing cat the boat were frustrated by the lubbegly fashiocn
in which this was done, The davite were screwed out withowt releasing
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Chisf, ¥V} Udvision to (o Co DIGE =
Cormandan® . MICHA:L a=3 Bd)

the outhourd gripes, and simee the falls werc sot up the homt fell
on its side. It wae during or Jst before this incident that the
1ast seemj he disappecred, and no trece of

wbo
but before lawmching operetions were completed, all of them by common
the macter left the No, 1 Boat, he stated he
went to ¢the wheelhouse, reng the general alars, called for steem on

*in the boats were being readicd aft, the chief mate initiated action
tovards fighting the fire, since it was fairly evident that the MICHAILL
a8 the excitement and confusion lod all
hands to believe, He mustered and led a fire-fighting pardy to the bow,
vwhere it was discovered that a seotion of the NODGE'S hull wes impaled
on the stem of the MICHALL, It was also discovered that thds section,
containing burning gasoline, wss swpplying the fuel for the fire on the
MICHATL, Wdle the muster and the pilot handled the maneuvering on the
bridge, an attempt was mede to dislodse the hull section with the stare
bosrd anchary but effort prodused no improvement, The MICHALL wus
then naneuvered to & position off Cleinore Point where 30 fathoms of
chein were becked oub and the vessel nosed inio the sand to hold her
in position to fight the fire end to prevent her endangering other
vegsels, .

"ifter the callision, the DONG!L drifted away, 2 bleging hulk, @d so
remained watil she eank,

"The only sarvivor fyom the vonce, IIIININNNGGNEEEN (: vo. winowm),
cculd shed but little light on the collision because he was asleep
in his quarters whem it occurred, He was partly thrown from his bunk
by the impast, end on dashing for the door saw the engine room full
of flames, We then donned a life jecket, Jjumped overboard through
the port, swem from the scens and managed to gst on board a gas buoy,
where ho remained until rescued,

£
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Ghicf, W1 Divisics W {ie Co NOYE @
Comnandaat NMICHA'L a=3 W)

"Coast Cunsd 4l other® sseistance arwived about 0400, and vt SMds help
the firc ved £488d)y extinegpished, The MICHAFL then procecdsd $0 her
discharziag Wth oo Paglsboro, ¥, 4,

LT ’chelﬂh o the tostimony of witnesses yas ziven
vide publisify Wy the pres:, amd among the circumstansgs receiving
full meaowre of attmtion wes the gomduct cf the master and Wi pilot
aftor the iAmpeet. Thedr emplatic demial of some of the allegatlions was
also published, sesdtiag in a tclegsem o the Chairman of the Board by
one of the Ny meecere, reiteseting his opinicn of the condwst of the
to officese, Xiewn Jd:l.ttcad uktmences were then subpoensed to
toetify an the $esidents that Qoolt place on the MICHALL aftep the collisiem,
Three otinge waee quastioned at othes ports, but little was added to what
had becn formesly adduced, that is, that tho mester &7l ths pllot acted
as if in 8 state of mental sberra during the period immeddstely after -

the Tire,®
&% e Boasd mude the following Conclusions:
"l.  “wem without adequate testimony from the DODGE, it 18 considered

thut the pridmayy cmuse for this disester was Pilot lLemmon's rewversal of

kis proposed paseing, asd the failwre of the MICHAEL to teke proper action
Mapmum&nmmmeum. The master and pilod
clsnined they mever heasd any ansver Vo0 the firsti one-blast paasing signsl,
yot thoy pesuhtied the MICHASL to pweceed blindly on at 15 kaoks, closing
the NODGE at am estisnted relstivo gpeod of 25 knots, It is eensidersd
that the denge® should bave besm immedletely sppirent to them shen it was
evident that the vessels would mect st or near the Junction of the Reedy
Island-Daker Chemels, where both wowld be:smiinging to new courees with

the aticndant negessily far each to elearly understand the inteation of

the other bafere they mot, :

"2, it 45 alpe comsidered thut any uncertainty on the deweloping situva-
tion should bhave Deon resclved af thds time, and that the appawent failum
of the NDCE o answor the cna«blast signal indicated at least & reduction
in spoed and the use of the dmager signal on the puart of the MICHAEL, Such
action vould alse have warned the DADOE, made her aware of the uncertainty
of the MICUALL, and would have provided her with an opportunity to have
teken proventive measures herself, However, notwithstanding the fallurs
of the rastesr and plled to hear it, it is considered that the DODGE did

in fuct answes the ome<blast passing signal, thereby zssenting to a port-
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Allowing the same
bell books, the full astern bell wes given

the coll ,mwmm:mumunmmpm-amu
of the spesd of the MICHASL through the wa

No satisfestory explanstion wes given for of

to function properly after the collision, but it is considered
fsilure hed no besring on the collision

b §
“h. Both the mester and the pilot left
on full astem, and no attempt was made a
mwmwmmuwmax\vsmtﬂmwﬁvww
shipmates, The oonclusion is inavitable that they were seeking their oun
safety with no thought of others. Their mental state can be gauged
the wmmmmmwtm.l&at,alukofamhipmt
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contrary to the
on board wntil sighted by F.C.C, officials,
log by mail from his home in Atlanta, Georgis,”

S. The Board made tho following Recommendations:

1. That the pilot of the MICB/iL, Harry S. Lemmon be cited for
vioclation of Artiele 18, Rule III for failure to sound the damger signal,

"2,  That Pilet Lemmon also bs oited for vialation of Articls 28 in
that he fullad to sigmal the full astem motion of his engines to &
maeting veseal .

"3. mzﬁctmofuamriwhavm Jurisiction over his
1icense be imvited to his conduct after the ocollisiom,

i,  That the mester of the MICNASL, Helson K, imy, b cherged with
negligence for neglecting to sound the general alamm.

"5,  That Gaptaln My be charged with negligence for failure to ccmply
with the station bill in that he feiled to @Bter his arew at elther fire
" or boat statious in w3 emergeney.

"Se That Captain Amy be charged with neglisence for lsaving the bridge
of his vessel while under way without a licensed officer in charge,

"7. Thet Capbedn Awy bs charged with negligence for failure to reduce
specd or take adequate measures to prevent collision when a passing situae
tion hed not beem egreed upon with an spproaching vessel,

£k
gd

i
+
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Chicf, VI dvision to {A. C. WU Gl =
Commandant CMICHAL a=3 Md)

be sherged with misoondust for removing the redio log from
e AL An 8 asnner contrery to regulations,

"Ye That the .., €, DODGE de cited for the penslties provided for
operating in vielation of L6 USC 222 (crew deficiencies),

*10, That inugmuch a9 Pilot Lammon vas scting under the amthority

of his State Pilot's licenee, 3 copy of this report and the proceedings
of the Soard traremitted herewith be provided to the Ameriocam Filots®
Associatiom, §23 “eshington Suilding, Yashington, D, C, for their informae
tion and eppeepriste zotiomn,

"1l, Tbat the monotary psnslty against Pilot Lemmon be held in abeyanee
pending estiom by the appropriste State authorities,"

H&t the redio opermtor of the MICIHA:L, hdward K, Brittain,

6. RS, kiS50, es amsnded (46 USC 239) provides that "If the Comman-
dant of the Comst Ouard shall find evidence of crimdnal liability on the

any lioemsad officer or holder of a certificate of service, he
shall refer all of the evidence and the findings in such investigation
to the Attorney Gensral for investigation by and prosecutiocn through the
Federel UDistrict Attorney of the district having jurisdiction, under the
provisions of the Crimimal code,” The evidence in the recosd indicates
that signals were exchanged for & mormel port-to-pert passing between
the MICHA'L and the !, C, DODUE shortly defors the collision and that
thereafter an erretic change of heuding by the A, C. DODGE set in motion
a chain of events including errors of Judgment on the pari of the pilot
on board the MICHA:L whieh resulted in the collision and the loss of
ten lives, The record of investigstion of subjeet capumlty therefore
contains no evidence of orimiml 1iadility on the part of seid pilot
under the provisions of the Criminal Code,

7. Subject to the foregoing rwmarks, it is recommended that the
Findings of Fect, Conclusions and Recommendaticns of the Marine Bosrd

of Investigation be spproved,

/8/P. A. OVENDEN
P. 4. OVIND'Y
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thisf, MVI Avisien o (1. C, DODOE -
Commendant . RICHATL a-) D)

YIRST “NZORS WY¥T 90 M¥I nencrandm of 18 December 1952 n .
. 23 Deceber )98

From: Oblef, Office of Merchant Marine Safety
Yos Comadnant. \

Subjs Mrine Bk of Investigetion; collision betweon the M
A, C, DODG: and the S5 MICHATL, Delaware River, 25 My
1952, with loos of life

Forwarded, reccenmuding approvel,

Ja/8. C. SHEPHZARD
H, ¢, SHEPHTARD

APPR YDy Dea 30 1952

[e/ A. G: 'm

Rear A . S. Coast Cusrd
Acting “omsudant






