


 
COLLISION BETWEEN THE RECREATIONAL VESSEL TODO BIEN (O.N. 992174) 

AND THE SINGAPORE FLAGGED TANK SHIP EAGLE SAN ANTONIO (IMO# 
9594822) RESULTING IN THE LOSS OF TWO LIVES IN THE CORPUS CHRISTI  

SHIP CHANNEL NEAR CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS ON JULY 13, 2024 

ACTION BY THE COMMANDANT 

The record and the report of investigation completed for this marine casualty have been reviewed 
by the Office of Investigations & Casualty Analysis. The record and the report, including the 
findings of fact, analyses, and conclusions are approved. This marine casualty investigation is 
closed. 

 E. B. SAMMS 
     Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 

   Chief, Office of Investigations & Casualty Analysis (CG-INV) 
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Commander
Coast Guard Heartland (Eighth) District

Hale Boggs Federal Bldg.
500 Poydras Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Staff Symbol: dp
Phone: (504) 671-2087

16732

COLLISION BETWEEN THE RECREATIONAL VESSEL TODO BIEN (O.N. 992174) 
AND THE OIL TANKER EAGLE SAN ANTONIO (IMO 9594822) RESULTING IN THE 
LOSS OF TWO LIVES IN THE CORPUS CHRISTI, TX SHIP CHANNEL ON JULY 13, 

2024

ENDORSEMENT BY THE COMMANDER,
COAST GUARD HEARTLAND DISTRICT

The record and the report of the investigation convened for the subject casualty have been 
reviewed. The record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and 
recommendations are approved. It is recommended that this marine casualty investigation be 
closed.  

COMMENTS ON THE REPORT

1. I extend my deepest condolences to the family and friends of the operator and passenger who
lost their lives in this tragic accident.

2. I offer my gratitude and appreciation to the captain and crew of the recreational vessel, BLUE
RUSH. Their quick and decisive initial actions enabled the rescue of two survivors from this
accident.

3. Light pollution in and around our navigable waterways will continue to pose persistent
challenges to the maritime community. Understanding that port complexes, waterway terminals,
and residential infrastructure will continue to be lit and cause possible confusion to boaters, I
urge all recreational boaters to wear Emergency Position-Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRB)
equipped Personal Floatation Devices (PFDs) and all boat operators to utilize their suite of
navigational equipment, such as radar and Automatic Identification System (AIS), for collision
avoidance. A mix of factors contributed to this tragedy, and any of the above elements might
have saved a life.

2. Radar functionality and background lighting are factors for operators to determine safe speed.
Harbor Safety Committees (HSC) can and should evaluate these factors to determine if speed
restriction recommendations should be made to authorities. This process is encouraged by HSCs.

J. B. WHEELER
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Chief of Prevention
Coast Guard Heartland (Eighth) District
By Direction
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COLLISION BETWEEN THE RECREATIONAL VESSEL TODO BIEN (O.N. 992174) 

AND THE OIL TANKER EAGLE SAN ANTONIO (IMO 9594822) RESULTING IN THE 

LOSS OF TWO LIVES ON THE CORPUS CHRISTI, TX SHIP CHANNEL ON JULY 13, 

2024 

ENDORSEMENT BY THE OFFICER IN CHARGE, MARINE INSPECTION 

The record and the report of the investigation convened for the subject casualty have been 
reviewed. The record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and 
recommendations are approved subject to the following comments. It is recommended that this 
marine casualty investigation be closed. 

COMMENTS ON THE REPORT 

1. I extend my deepest condolences to the family and friends of Colin Ocker and Jai·ed Hunt. It
is my hope that this investigation will conhibute to preventing future tragedies.

ENDORSEMENT/ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS 

Administrative Recommendations: None 

Enclosures: (l) Executive Summary 

Torrey H. Bertheau 
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection 

(2) Investigating Officer's Report
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COLLISION BETWEEN THE RECREATIONAL VESSEL TODO BIEN (O.N. 992174) 
AND THE OIL TANKER EAGLE SAN ANTONIO (IMO 9594822) RESULTING IN THE 
LOSS OF TWO LIVES ON THE CORPUS CHRISTI, TX SHIP CHANNEL ON JULY 13, 

2024 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On July 13, 2024, at approximately 0520 hours, the pleasure craft TODO BIEN departed Turtle 
Cove and entered the Corpus Christi Ship Channel heading outbound with four individuals on 
board.  Concurrently, the oil tanker EAGLE SAN ANTONIO was navigating inbound through 
the same channel, enroute to the Port of Corpus Christi. 

At approximately 0528 hours, the two vessels collided between lighted buoys 10 and 12 in the 
Corpus Christi Ship Channel. The collision's force caused the TODO BIEN to break in half, 
sending three individuals from the bridge into the water, while a fourth individual was initially 
trapped below deck. The trapped individual eventually escaped through the forward hatch and 
remained on the bow of the vessel. Nearby Good Samaritans responded promptly, issuing a 
MAYDAY call to Sector Corpus Christi and recovering three of the four individuals. 

The U.S. Coast Guard initiated a Search and Rescue (SAR) operation, deploying a small boat 
from Station Port Aransas. Upon arrival at the scene, the Coast Guard located and rescued the 
survivor on the bow of the TODO BIEN and then took custody of the three recovered individuals 
and transported them to Station Port Aransas, where Emergency Medical Services personnel 
were standing by to administer medical treatment. The search for the fourth individual continued 
until he was recovered deceased by Texas Parks and Wildlife (TP&W) two days later near the 
site of the collision.  

As a result of its investigation, the Coast Guard has determined that the initiating event for this 
casualty was the collision between the two vessels. The impact caused the pleasure craft TODO 
BIEN to break apart, resulting in three of the four individuals entering the water, while the fourth 
was initially trapped below deck but eventually escaped through the forward hatch. This 
sequence of events led to the deaths of the Owner/Operator and Passenger #1. The causal factors 
that contributed to this casualty include: (1) Light pollution from Port Aransas, (2) Inaccuracies 
in the radar on the TODO BIEN, (3) Improper bow lookout on the EAGLE SAN ANTONIO, (4) 
Failure to adhere to Rule 5 of the COLREGs by the TODO BIEN, (5) Failure to adhere to Rule 9 
of the COLREGs by the TODO BIEN, (6) Inadequate use of the Automatic Identification 
System by the TODO BIEN, and (7) Failure to hear danger signal by the Operator and 
passengers of the TODO BIEN. 





2. Vessels Involved in the Incident

Official Name: 

Identification Number: 

Flag: 

Vessel Class/Type/Sub-Type 
Build Year: 

Gross Tonnage: 

Length: 

Beam/Width: 

Draft/Depth: 

Main/Primary Propulsion: 

Owner: 

Operator: 

TODOBIEN 

992174 

United States 

Recreational/General/General 
1992 

28 GT 

45.1 feet 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Diesel Outdrive 11 00HP 
OK SPORTFISHING LLC 
15 Crested Pines CT 
The Woodland, TX 77381 

Colin Ocker 

Figure I. TODO BIEN Post Collision at Aransas Tem1inal Aransas Pass, TX. 
(July 14, 2024/USCG) 

Official Name: 

Identification Number: 

Fla : 

Vessel Class/Type/Sub-Type 

Build Year: 

Beam/Width: 

Owner: 

Master: 

EAGLE SAN ANTONIO 

9594822 

Sin a ore 

Tank Ship/Petroleum Oil Tank Ship/ Oil 
Products Tank Shi 
2012 

80783 GT 

899.9 feet 

160.9 feet 

29.9 feet 

Diesel Direct 21992 Ahead HP 18693 
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Figure 5/6. EAGLE SAN ANTONIO post collision photos moored Eagle Ford 
Dock Coipus Christi Inner Harbor. (July 13, 2024/USCG) 

Figure 3/4. TODO BIEN post collision photos at Aransas Terminal Aransas 
Pass, TX. (July 14, 2024/USCG) 

4.1.12. At 0528, the Bosun reported to the Master hearing a light crashing noise and 
subsequently checked the starboard side but did not see any signs of a collision. 
Communication between the Master and Bosun was hindered due to a language barrier. 
Subsequently, Captain- the pilot on board for the second half of the voyage 
assisting the conning p�sted a different lookout due to the language barrier. 

4.1.13. The outbound recreational vessel BLUE RUSH witnessed the collision and made 
the initial MAYDAY call on channel 16 alerting Coast Guard Sector Corpus Christi to 
the incident. Following the collision, other nearby vessels recovered the Operator and 
two passengers from the TODO BIEN, including the passenger that had been initially 
trapped below deck after he exited through a hatch. The Operator was found 
unconscious and unresponsive. Passenger #1, who was on the flybridge during the 
collision, remained missing. 

4.1.14. The U.S. Coast Guard initiated a Search and Rescue (SAR) operation, deploying 
a small boat from US Coast Guard Station Port Aransas. Upon arrival at the scene, the 
Coast Guard took custody of the three recovered individuals and transported them to 
Station Port Aransas, where EMS personnel were standing by to administer medical 
treatment. The search for Passenger #1 continued. 
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