
Ship Name: TROPIC UNITY

IMO Number: 9225275

Date of Action: 6/15/2021

Port: West Palm Beach, Florida

Ship Type: Containership

Flag: Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Recognized Org: Bureau Veritas

Deficiencies:

Action Taken: Detention

Recognized Security
 Organization (RSO):

Recognized Org 

(RO) Related:
Not Class Related

Organization Related 

to Detention:

Unit: MSD LAKE WORTH (AKA. WEST 

Ship Management:

Relevant Certificates:

Code - Category Description

07117 - Jacketed high pressure lines 

and oil leakage a

All external high-pressure fuel delivery lines between the 

high-pressure fuel pumps and fuel injectors shall be 

protected with a jacketed piping system capable of 

containing fuel from a high-pressure line failure. A 

jacketed pipe incorporates an outer pipe into which the 

high-pressure fuel pipe is placed, forming a permanent 

assembly. The jacketed piping system shall include a 

means for collection of leakages and arrangements shall 

be provided with an alarm in case of a fuel line failure. 

The Port Main Diesel Engine leakage alarm was found 

inoperative and in alarm since 21May2021

07126 - Oil accumulation in engine 

room

In a ship in which oil fuel is used, the arrangements for 

the storage, distribution and utilization of the oil fuel 

shall be such as to ensure the safety of the ship and 

persons on board. No fuel oil leaks shall be situated 

where spillage or leakage therefore can constitute a 

hazard by falling on heated surfaces. The port main 

diesel engine secondary duplex fuel filters were found 

excessively leaking fuel. The port main diesel engine 

crankcase breather discharge was found routed into a 

five gallon bucket with approximately 2.5 gallons of fuel 

in it located outboard side of the engine. A fuel oil leak 

was discovered on the governors for both main engines, 

which then drained into two five gallon buckets. The 

main engines’ fuel supply lines had a temporary repair 

that was leaking and being collected in a five gallon 

bucket. The fuel module system in the purifier room is 

leaking from the relief valve and being captured into 

drum then transferred to the number 40 overflow tank 

via portable pump. Cardboard was found to be placed 

around the fuel oil leaks on the main engines’ governors; 

the pieces of cardboard were saturated with fuel oil 

creating an extreme fire hazard. Portable buckets and 

drums were found throughout the engine room nearly 

completely full from the collection of leaking fuel oil.

Owners, Operators, or Managers

Tropical Shipping and Construction 

Company, Ltd.



13101 - Propulsion main engine The condition of the ship and its equipment shall be 

maintained to conform with the provisions of the present 

regulations to ensure that the ship in all respects will 

remain fit to proceed to sea without danger to the ship or 

persons on board. The central sea water cooling pipe for 

both main engines was found to be leaking then collected, 

piped to the vessel’s bilge pocket, and subsequently to the 

slop tanks via portable pump.

13101 - Propulsion main engine The condition of the ship and its equipment shall be 

maintained to conform with the provisions of the present 

regulation to ensure that the ship in all respects will 

remain fit to proceed to sea without danger to the ship or 

persons on  board.  Spring loaded gate valves on the #33 

& 34 lube oil tanks were tied open and unable to be 

automatically closed.

15113 - Other (ISM) The company should establish procedures to ensure that 

the ship is maintained in conformity with the provisions 

of the relevant rules and regulations and with any 

additional requirements, which may be established by the 

company. In meeting these requirements, the company 

should ensure that: the inspections are held at 

appropriate intervals; any non-conformity is reported, 

with its possible cause, if known; appropriate corrective 

action is taken. Due to the objective evidence in the above 

deficiencies, the vessel is not in substantial compliance 

with relevant conventions, calling into question the 

adequacy and implementation of the vessel’s SMS under 

the ISM code. PSCOs collected objective evidence that 

the vessel was not identifying non-conformities and 

following the inspection and reporting requirements of 

its SMS.  An external audit conducted by the Flag is 

required within 30 days to determine whether the ship is 

operating in accordance with the ISM Code.  Provide a 

copy of the completed audit report to USCG prior to 

departure from port.


