
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN UNITED STATES COAST 
GUARD AND THE ASSOClATlON OF DIYING CONTRACTORS 

tNTERNATlONAL REGARDING A COMMERCIAL DIVING INDUSTRY 
QUAlITY PARTNERSIUP. 

I. PARTIES. The panics 10 this M~lDOrandum ar~ th~ United Stales Coast Guard (USCG), 
an ag.mcy of the Depamnml ofHomeland Security (OilS). aM IlK: A5S0Ciation ofOlVing 
Contr.Kton lntemaUlllUl (AOCl). ADCI reprnc'nllJ Ih~ commntial diving industry whICh 
IS sl.lb,a:t to or I stak~holda in I ~lalory sclK:me protllulgala1 and ~nfolUd by Ih~ 

USCG. The panics ....il1tnkfpR't and impkment lhis M~morandumso as to suppkmc:nl and 
not ad\"nKly afred this ~u1inory panne.-s.hip. 

2. AUTHORITY. This Manorandum is authoriud undn- t!x' provi.'lions of 14 U.S.C. § 
92(i) and 14 U.S.c. §93(a) (4). and is UC'CUled subject 10 tht avaIlabIlity ofappropnilions. 

3. PURPOSE. 1lus M~lDllRDdumOIIl1inrs t!x' panDn'$lnp between the panies. The purpoK 
oflhc partnership is TO promoI~ safety wIthin lbccommm:l.ll dlVlll8 mdll5lry and the 
prol:edioo oft!x' llliJ1DC'mvironmenl. 

The panICS wil1scck 10 adticvI: thaI purposr prinwi1y through. 

a. Cooptorating thmugb lMftIlIIIS and 00ltr I'orrns ofcommUnteahon TO k«p t!x' parnes 
apprised ofCUlTmlWormallOD rd~\'3n1lO cornmm::ial dlVlngopmtllons, recognu:ill8 
howev.,.. thai, for purposes oflhc Paperwor\: Rtducuon Act. any ~col1eeuonof 
wormatiao" rondllCled ptIl'$uaDllO thIS p;utn~rslllp IS voluntary and cannot be ~lJy 

~nfoo:ed. by tile Coisr Guard wilbout OffICC: 0( Manaacmml and BlIdlld appn;lVill, and 
~ing further that t!x' C~ Guard IS sub,cct 10 ~l and ntuca1 ~ on lIS 
ability 10 shar~ DOn-pubbc informalion dmYM flt)lll,.;JUrceJl outside lbc pal1nmolup: 

b. Cooperation TO promoc~ and Improv~ safety wnlun Ihccommncial dlVllllllldusny. 
~.	 Coopl'ralion to promotr Ih~ rstabhshmertl oflln,form commercial diving industry safety 

standards and beR pnclIC'rs. through non·rtgulalOfy mc:ans "'hm: possible. 

4. RESPONSIBLLITIES. Th~ parties will: 
a. Comn- regula,ly 10 Ilknl1fy specifIC steps ofmlllllal,merest 10 be IaUn III pursUit o(the 

purpose: stated in Parngraph 3; 
b. Mutually d~t~nnine how best 10 perform and meuu,~ progress for each oftho5e Reps; 
c. Participalion of USCG penonnel is subject 10 !he lerms ofapplicablc.' DHS and USCG
 

comminec managemtm dll'l:ctlVC1;
 
d. At least annually, uchan8~ Oocum<'nu that britfly de5cribe and ~\'31ualt the
 

partn~rship's activilies since Ihe laM sll~h n:vacw; and
 
~.	 The USCG will make this M~morandum, lht documents described in Pangraph 4.d, and 

othn" rcconh m its ~inn pertaming to lhe partll(!rship described LD this 
Memorandum, avaIlable lO Ihe public subJCCIlo applicable uemptions u~r!he 

F'lffdom oflmoonalion Act orothcr applicable federal statules and reguJarions thaI 
IIOvcm rekax ofsenslllVC security or classified imormation. 

S. FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMllTEE ACT. The parties undcrsland the partnership 
erutrel by thIS Memorandum does not conslilule In advisory commirtec established 
pursuaQllO 11M: F'tdcraJ AdVISOry Commirtec Act (f'ACA). To Ihis end, the parties agree' 

"'"
 



a. The USCG will not in any w.ay manage or comro] ADCl's selection of p€'rsons or groups 
to represent ADCI in the partnership; 

b. Agendas will be set by mutual agreement orthe panics and wHl not be determined
 
unilatera:Ily by the USCG;
 

c. The USCG will nor lund tbe part.icipaooIl of ADCi or ADeps, representativcs in t.he
 
partnership;
 

d. 111e parties do not expect to provide, and the USCG will not solicit from, ADCI, any' of 
its mcmber-l;,."ompanies, or any other organization that may be assembled pursuant to the 
partnersbip's. activities, mnsensus advice' or recommendations related ro rhe USCG's 
regulatory process; <tnd 

e. The USCG may, at its ~k discretion, assess: the cominued validity oflh'e partllt"tship and 
(\,etennme whelher it continues l:o support the Purpose specified ill paralgmph 3. , the 
public interest, Jnd to cnsure lhe purpm~es for w'hich FACA was enacted are not 
circumvented. 

6..POINTS OF CONTACT. USCG: CDR Patrick W. Clark. ChiefVessd and Facility 
Operating Standards. Division (CG·5222}, 2100 Second Street, S.W. t Washington DC 20593: 
(202) 372~ 1410; Patrick.W .O~{k@uscg. mil. 
ADCl: Mr. Bill Crowley, President, AssocialiQo ofDiving Contractors Imernational: 5206 
FM i 960 West, Suite 202, Houston, Texas 77069; (281) 893-8388 bcrowJey@adc-intcom 

7. SEVERABILITY. Nothing in this Memorandum is ~mellded lO conflict with current Jaw 
or regulation or the dimct:ivcs-I)f the USCG or Depanment ofHometa.nd Security, nor do€'-s. 
it conve>' or imply the Coast Guard's endorscment ofADCt its membeI'-companies. or 
any products or commercial service1S \\o'rncb AOO or its mcmber-cornpanies currently 
provide, or may provide in the fllulfe. Jfa term oft:his Memorandum is incons.istentwifh 
such authority. then that term will be invalid, but the remaining terms and conditions ofthis 
Memorandum \",ill remai.nin full.toroe a.-nd effect. 

8, EFFECTIVE DATE, TERMINAnON, OR MODIFICATION. This Memorandum is 
dTcct.ive upon sl,gnalll.re by bO'lh panies. The terms of this Memorandum will remain in 
effect umU wrmin.a:tcd or m.odified, The MemorandlLlm may be mod~fied by the written 
agreement ohile parties, or tenrt4r.\ted by either parry upon wriuen notice [0 the other pa.rty. 

PAULZUK Bill Crowfey 
Presi.dent,Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard 

Assi.stant Commandarn for Marine Safety, Associalion of Diving ContrnctOTs 
Securiry, and Stewardship Intemationa[ 

ZOt 
Datc 


