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Hapine Sosred of DIweotigabiony eapsiging, SEDCO WO, § - RIG 22,
fwondaie, Loulaiana, 10 August 1954, with loss of 1ife

1, Purswant to the provisifms of Titls 45 C.F.R. Part 136, the vecord of
the Harine Board of Investizabion convensd te Investigate subjlect casuelty,
topether with 1ts Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recommendations, has
hecti reviewcd. P

2. On'10 August 1956 the SEDCC MO, 8 - RID 22, under constructiom for
use af o mobile nlatferm dn oil drilling operatiens on the Continantal
Shelf 4in the Sulf of Mexdco, was afleat end nearing ecmpletion, Ine-
struetions had beon dssued t6 keep the draft of the Ilowting secidon
at 2 minimm and neb to oxmeced G'-G" %o assure proper stability.and
sroid eny upsebting moments. Following inelining shd submergence

= tosts, added bellast was not completely removed) approximately 50 tons

of materials were placed on beard dnd anprocdmately 100.tens of ballast
were added to sink the bow wedge, so 1t is estimated that the draft of
the floating cection reaghad B' &', At this draft with slack water in
the ballagt tanks, a nrogresaive list to starboard developed and the
riz capzised at abowb 1530 on 10 August 1956 at dovkside, Avendale,
Louisiana. OF the approximately LS workmen om board, b drowned and

& were injursd, The éstimated damage to the rig, although subsequemt-

1y salvaged, wao 51,300,000,

4, The Findings of Fact and Conclusions of the Harine Board of Iovosbiga-
tion- convened to investigate subject pasualty sra approved. Tha Hecom-
mendation of the Board that the refulations promlgeted pursuant to
Seetion h{z)(1) of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Acht be emended to .
require plans approval anl inspection durdng conatruetion of all mobile
platforms, as defined in LS C.F.2. 149,10-30, i1l be rofdrréed to the
Herghant Marine Gouneil for forther consideration.

Ay G RICHAGND .
Vioe Ldmival, U. 5. Coast Juavd
Gompandsnt '
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SAMTHE BOARD OF IMVESTIGATION
aonvenzd at the
Horine Iasnooition Office, United States Coast Guard
Eirbth paszt Guard Tstrisk
313 Custom lHouse, Hew Orleans, La.
on

16 Anmast 1955

by order of
Commandant, U. 5. Coast Ouard, Washingten, D. C.
To Investizate the Capsizing of the Mobdls Dpilliny Rig, SLEDCO
M0, B - Riz 22, in The Mississippl River at Avondale, Loulsiana,
on 10 August 1956 With Loss nf.t-ifa.
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1. At approximately 1530 on 10 August 1956, u-mmn;bqﬁ-inhih

platform) SEDCO NO. 8 - Rig 22, capsised in the Missdssippi
Lpion v 3 g o gk et e 9,00 . 1
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Sheirron, linrine Gowed of Imveclizabion o 27 September 1956
Gommandant. (I%T} AL7-5/3 sELCC 0. 4 -
Riz 22

7. Aithourh the bargo nad oot boen assimed a crew and construction had not
been vomnleted, 1ife oressrvers Lad been pleced in the creva quartars and four
15 pessen 1ife fioats had boen placed on the supsssiructurs duck, two on the
neliconter decl vl dwe noor the after and.  Eight ring buoya equipped with
watoriights and 1laps sere distrivuted sbout tne superstructure deck.

L. The dosign ageans hed dnformod tho builders of thds hull and neavious hulls
they had construeted of this type that the draft of the barpe ahould he Hept 1o
a nipimem shd should not excead & fect & inches duriny construction. Priar Lo
ineliidng snd sulasergding experiment, these instructions were carritc ont.

5. Whon the barre was nearing comnletion, en 2 Awgust 1955, an inelining and
submerging expericent was mads. The design agents instructed Awondsle Harine
Ways, Inc, te ballast the barge to 8! dvaft for the experiment, with narticular
{inatruckions as to the conditicn of the ballast, drilling veter and portable
woter tanka. Rsenlts of the inclining experiment with computabions are riven In
bxtibib 16, After the inelining exceriment a submerging tast was made. After
these tests wore comploted the barpe was moored to the Lower end of the u.per
gat dogk of Avondale Murine Ways, Ino. river plant. Fowr mooring wires of
approcdmately 17 diameter were used to mocr the barge. The ballast was not
pumped out, s instrocted by the dealgn agents end the draft remained at appeoxd-
mately 8 feet as werk was contimzed to complets the barsa. ko vritten record
was kept of the draft of the barge after the inclining exmariment or the amount
of ballast or other velpht changes. The supervizor of the wordmen on the
vessel stated that ballset was either taken on or pumped cut to keep the wessai

frem listing.

6. On the 10th of Ausust, approximatelr 80 tons of drill stem snd casing

vors loaded on the pipe rack deck, L tems on saca side. The loading of the
drill gtem and sasing was coapleted about 1400 on 10 Avgust, 1955, The movable
bow wedpe was alse lowered amd secured in the down position some tize pricr to
135 to inetall additional brackets to hold the wedve in a gosition for towin<.

7. 1In order to clak the bow wedre, asnroximately 160 tons of weizhi would
be required. The wadga weighed 60 tomz and therefore apnroximately 10
adcitional tons of ballast water in the wedse tarks would be neccssary to
lower the wedse to the dowm positien.

8. Testimony of Adaps indleated that when he ingerted the lecking ping Lo
hold the wadwe in the dewm position, the surface of the water was aboul 17
inches above the pins, This would make the draft at the bow end about. 9967,
After the pins were securad in slace to secure the wedge in the down nositlon
the pumos were run for spproxdmately 15 minubes to pump the water out of the
wecge; however, sounilngs were not taken to detcrrine the amcunt of water
sctunlily left in the wadpe tamks after tha pusps wore stopped.  According to
Adems the pumps were Stopned about 134S. Thers was elso testimony that at
about this time that szitation in the water nsar the starvoard avction
jndicated that woter was being mmoed into tha bavge.
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ﬁ_ Chalman, Marine Beard of Investigatlon to

Commandant (MVI)
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1k. The following worimen were agsigned to the barge on 10 sugust 1956 by

Avondsle Marine Yays,

3 Illn.l
Westwago, La.
Racaland, la.
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15, The following workmen wore assizned to the barge on 10 Aug 1956 by

Southesstern Drilling Co.
N.0., la,
Algiers; La.

senford, H.C.
I, ‘fsrvey, Lo

Sgabiresze Hotel, Houma, La.

Roy
Jopeph Ned Clanton

M— Filostie, Tex.
HoOvy Lae

Harristurg, MHise.
Ceneral 1very, s Ll

General Delivery, Vivian, La.
Oenaral Delivery, lamberton, Miss.
15, The following mem were lost by drowning:

) Climton Bemnatt - next of kn -_ Slidell, La.
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boalen left e (o5bula)
- ooanbpsicn of =i “ moa
loacrasdian g Derpined
comesicn of risd fbnoa
= ewdunien of rizhi lower arm, N-FRy natntiivs
= gpotusdpig af a=ak amd hesd

Retitor, Ia.
Rarghan, La.

¥ Hﬁtﬂh‘iﬂ, Lﬂ!

» Iriﬂi. I-:l-l-

Janfosd, Hortli Carolina
. ::.c., L.
i ] I‘Il-lull-J lel
Ragelsrd, la.

te, la.

. "II'DI’ I-ﬁi-
t"l-ﬂl-, Lii
» iotaire, La.
» Hrddze City, Ia.
l‘llﬂiﬂrﬂj Iﬂ-l
Horvey, La.
Sunbreesa Hotel, Hovwe, La,




CONGISTONS

18. Thet the builders, the Avondsle Harine Ways, Ine., did not ourry out
the instructions of the design sgents in not pusping cut all balldat after the
inolining snd sibmerging 4est on 2 Augusb 1956.

19. Thet the buildors 4id not toke the necessaty precautions to nressrve the
suwntthummlhthuthnhﬂtmmmdhinmwmm

Wara
That about 1430 the vessel had developed a starboard 1ist of over 20,

22

23. That with the fres surface in the tanks of the veesel, tha sterboard llst,
and in a1l nrebability the increase of draft resulting from additionsl water
bollast having been pumped into the bow wedgo, the righting mcoent dlssppesred

/™. epd the bauge copoized at about 1530, 10 August 1956. i
o el

. ﬁﬁﬁl_HMtwmwthhhmw;ﬂmmwm

capsising begdn was probably caused by the carrying sy of the mooring linea.

25. M;thnﬁnm‘ht,m&. Boudresu, Herbert Ray, and Joseph Ned
m&nmnﬂthﬁ;umhrm“lrwﬂtﬂfﬁum.

26, m_mm;mm £ibule of. the hnmmr
contusions and bruises. _ _

HEGQEIENDATIONS
27. That the regulations promulgated pursuent o Section b{e)(1) of the

mmm%umnﬂhmﬂmmﬂmmwm
frepecticn during construgtion of all mcblle platforms, as defined in Sactlon

g a

140,10-30.
. JAMES B. m::!! & Usca
Chairmen
U. Ha g » USCO
teaber

JOHN F. KETTLER, Cosmander, USCG
Hember and Becordsr






